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CAPTAIN RICHARD GAINE JANVERIN, »-N. 

SIR, 

Although^ without . permissioii^ 
I borrowed your features to draw the picture 
of a Post Captain as he should he^ in the 
first number of my Naval Advocate^ it is 
neither your professional capacity^ intrepidity^ 
hiepiftUty^ jQte fiiimanity^ that have induced 
me to offer you this unequiFOoal msif\ of public 
homage and grateful attachment; but that 
proud and unbending public spirit by which 
you are distinguished beyond most of your 
equals or superiors in rank. It is that noble 
quality^ which^ in a naval officer^ is far more 
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rare tban emin^it science^ valor^ or gene- 
rosity^ tbat consecrates the propriety of thk 
spontaneous tribute. You resisted pretensions 
advanced by a commander-in-chief; you 
brought the validity of his claims to the 
test of a court of law^ — actions that required 
greater fortitude than the most desperate 
attack against an enemy's ship or battery: 
the claim was declared to be illegal^ and 
you emancipated the Naval Service from its 
longer endurance. 

That you may be as prosperous as your 
heart is b^nevolent^ is the ardent desire of 

THE AUTHOR. 



London^ 9th May^ 1818. 



PREFACE. 



The present Work was originally intended by the 
Author to have been a miscellany; and the 
sketches of the reigns of the different sovereigns 
were to have been given as an Appendix, made 
up of selections. Bleven or twelve sheets were 
printed ere that plan was abandoned, and an 
original work determined on. It was next diseo-^ 
vered that one volume would not contain the 
matter that was indispensibly necessary^ which 
was then divided into two volumes; but such was 
its redundancy, that the lives of the late and pre* 
«ent kings of Sweden, and the late and present 
kings of Denmark, a^ well as some intended 
comments on the political opinions respecting 
Russia, by Mr. Leckie and Lieut.-General Sir 
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Robert Wilson, were necessarily omitted ; they 
must otherwise have been reduced to the limits of 
an index. 

In December last, a pause occurred in the exe- 
cution of the work, during which, the Author 
endeavoured to procure, from various sources, 
those authentic and original facts which were 
essential to complete his work, and calculated to 
distinguish it from a mere compilation. 

The Swedes are eminent for hospitality and 
every^ soci^ll virtue ; and their character has been 
wilfully assailed, or casually misunderstood^ by 
British tourists. In the hour of persecution, Mr. 
Brown found a secure and most agreeable asylum 
there. It was an act of duty to those whose 
friendship be had enjoyed to publish the criticisms 
eai the works of travelkrs in Sweden^ which appear 
in the second volume, not with a view to decry 
the general merits of the authors alluded to, but 
to display their local errors, and correct their too 
frequent acerbity. 

The sources, whence he borrowed matter for 
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his work, are so generally given with the quota- 
tions, that he is not conscious of a single omission 
of importance. 

From the causes recited, the life of Charles 
the Fourteenth John (as well as others) could not 
be. given, but the plate is still prefixed, because 
the secret of his elevation is first developed in 
these pages, and the Author intends to translate 
from Swedish authorities a third volume, that 
^hall contain the extraordinary and eventful life 
of that monarch. 



London f May 9M, 1818. 
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CHAP. I. 

r 

Reflections on the Danish Revolution of 1660.* 

OUR historians inform us, that in the seven* 
teenth century, the tyranny, insolence, and rapa* 
city of the nobles had attained such a height that, 
to deliver themselves from the humiliating and op- 
pressive yoke, the clergy, burgers, and peasantry 
surrendered to the crown all their rights and 
privileges; making the monarch absolute, abd 
themselves and posterity slaves ! But why do I 

* This interesting portion of the Secrti History cf the Courts 
mf Sweden and Denmark wfM copied and tnuudated from a Danish 
MS. found on board the United States* merchantman, the Clyde, 
Aloom master, laden with French and Dutch colonial produce, 
and bound from New York to Amsterdam ; detained off die Start 
by the Dapper gun-brig, Lieutenant Qardner commander, and sent 
into Plymouth, f ebruary 1807. 
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say posterity! Can the rights of the unborn to 
freedom be done away by the folly or baseness 
of their ancestors ? Certainly not : and we have 
now a greater ;ight to restore 4;he freedom of 
Denmark, than our weak and infatuated fore- 
fathers had to lay it at the foot of Frederick 
the Third. Of all the stains on our annals, this is 
the most disgraceful. It is also one of the most 
extraordinary events recorded in modem history. 
There is no doubt but some creatures' of the 
crown, playing upon the exasperated feel* 
ings of the burgers, persuaded them that tlie 
only effectual mode of avenging their wrongs 
consisted in making the monarchy absolute ! Yet, 
it still seems incomprehensible how a race of men 
illuminated by the reformation, who were far from 
illiterate, well versed in theii political rights, and 
who had recently covered themselves with glory 
in defending the metropolis, could be so com- 
pletj&ly infatuated as to act in this base and 
wicked maauier. Their infamy is the more appa- 
rent as thpy were inured to war, were flushed 
by victory, had their weapons still in their hands^ 
and their vile oppressors were cooped up within 
the walls of their city! By the same effort of 
mind, and at a less personal risk than it required 
to reduce themselves and posterity to the con- 
dition of slaves, they might have humbled the 
accursed ogliarchy that devoured and degraded 
Denmark; have stripped them of their territorial 
spoils, their feudal* rrg-Af j-r-as their tyra,nfties wer0 
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improperly called ; and every other usurpation ; 
axid, with all facility, have elevated themsdlv^s 
to the rank of freemen : — while borrowing from 
England that representative system which our an- 
cestors, the Goths, carried thither in their first ex- 
pediti^iSy they might have laid the deep and broad 
Ibundations of a free commonwealth, with a consti^ 
tutional king at its head : by which means Den* 
mark would at this day have equalled England 
in wealth, power, and fame ! The crown was at 
^at moment elective : and the ogliarchs lorded 
it with equal insolence over the king and the 
people. If, therefore, this base conspiracy on the 
part of the commonalty, had beaa discovered by 
the aristocracy, time enough to have pre- 
vented its execution; the fierce, haughty. Vin- 
dictive ogliarchs, would have washed out the crime 
meditated by the silly commoners with their 
blood ! Not so, if they had aimed at establishing 
a government altogether republican ; because, 
under that system, the nobles would not have 
been subjected to the king, who was before sub-^ 
jected to thepi; and it was the sole object 6f 
the burgers to reduce the nobles to a state of sla- 
very and degradation ! The heroism displayed by 
Frederick the Third, in defending his capital 
against the Swedes, had rendered him deservedly 
popular, whilst the nobles were detested on 
account of the disaffection, if not cowardice, that 
many of them had displayed in the unfortunate 
Vara with Sweden. The king, to secure hit 
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crown from the power of the nobles, would nd 
doubt, have readily entered into the views of the 
people; and have ratified their freedom in return 
for their rendering the crown hereditary, and inde- 
pendent of the ogliarchy. Instead of acting 
thus nobly and wisely, — ^with a frantic hand they 
tore the laurels from their brows, and surrendered 
unconditionally and without any equivalent — for 
what is there equivalent to such a sacrifice? 
their lives, their liberty, property, honor, to the 
king : investing him and his heirs male foi^ ever 
with the uncontrolled power to wage war, negp^ 
tiate peace, to cede provinces, levy taxes, exipend 
treasures, spill the blood of his people by unne- 
cessary wars, — by the axe of the executioner; 
and plunge them into solitary dungeons, there to 
rot in darkness, without the king or his ministers 
being accountable to any human being ! Stu-^ 
pendous folly and wickedness ! I blush, as I 
write, at the degeneracy of my ancestors. This 
vile, polluting, and degrading revolution was 
brought about by a few of the leading burgers in 
Copenhagen, backed by the blind confidende and 
heated passions of the lowest classes, and aided 
by the secret influence, the gold, and the power of 
the crown. The blow was struck ; the liberties 
of the Danes, existent, or to be bom, were clan- 
destinely surrendered ; and the crown elevated 
on the ruins of liberty, ere the great mass of the 
people knew that the dire expedient was in 
agitation! In a delirium of joy the burgers of 
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Copenhagen sung. * lo PoBans,'. that the tyranny of 
the nobles was no more.. Silly wretches! A 
short time taught them that the crowjQ, to pre- 
vent the enraged ogliarchs from calling in the 
Swedes, made a compromise, and left thatobnoxi* 
ous class of privileged men all- their territorial 
domains, however acquired ; all their feudal, claims 
and exactions. They could no longer dictate to 
the king, but each could play the petty tyrant 

r 

on his own estajtes, and spread . cl^Pl^tioii and 
misery among their unhappy dependants/ wlip 
were still left subjected to their insolence ^nd 
power. A short time opened the eyes of the jnfa- 
tuated burgers, but the mischief was done ; and a 
standing army protected the throne which the 
stupid burgers had made absolute, and rendered 
their regrets and remorse alike unavailing. 

Our historians in vain endeavour to palliate 
this act of political suicide. Amongst innumerable 
attempts to extenuate its infamy, they pretend 
that so transcendently great were the merits of 
Frederick the Third, that the nation had no^ other 
means of afifording him an adequate proof of its 
gratitude and devotion ! Silly casuistry ! Con- 
temptible sophists ! What individual had sp much 
to lose as the king? Certainly no one; and con- 
sequently no one had a stimulant equally strong 
to propel him to great exertions. His wisdom, 
fortitude, valour, were admitted and admired by 
friend and foe ; by the Swede and by the Dane. 
He preserved his throne and his metropolis. 
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'The glory of the achievement, and the love and 
{>raise of his people, and of posterity, offered 
the only recompense to which he ought to have 
aspired. 

The same historians^, as an excuse for this 
gad monument of popular frenzy and delinquency^ 
tell us that the nobles were corrupt, tyrannical, 
and oppressive ; that, in their legislative capa* 
city, they levied enormous burthens on the la- 
bouring hind, and the industrious citizens, from 
which those drones not merely remained exempt- 
^; but contrived, in their capacity as gene- 
rals, governors, or ministers, to intercept a large ' 
proportion of those taxes wrung from the terd 
hand of the toil*wOm, sinewy labourer, and his 
half-famished family. Our time serving historians 
assert, that this foul ogliarchy (to get rid of which 
moral pestilence our liberties were all destroyed) 
with one hand oppressed and controlled the ctown, 
obtruding their creatures and partisans into all 
places of high trust and great emolument; whilst, 
with the other they scourged, debased, plundered, 
and enslaved the people. This venal class of 
privileged men, met with mockery and contempt 
the remonstrance and petitions of the com- 
monalty, insolently • denying the truth of self- 
evident grievances ; and not merely denying them 
redress, and adding insult to their wrongs, but 
visiting them with still heavier burthens, and 

* Holberg, &<;, 
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laying them under more hiumiljatin^ resti^mttsl 
Hence, our court^ historians infer, that there remaii^ 
cd no other wiay of getting rid of those asccui^sei 
devourers, than by making the crown of Denmaiic: 
arbitrary and hereditary. The {)^opie, from one 
extremity of the Danish dominions to the other^ 
should have destroyed the power of those des- 
picable and cruel ogliarch^ ; levelled their moated 
and turreted castles with the earth ; and set the 
bondsman free: thus should they have got ri4 
Qf that ogliarchy which, like a huge and loath* 
some wen on the human body, imp&ired it^ 
strength and disfigured its beauty. Instead of 
which, surely in a moment of general madnesd, t^ 
gratify an absurd spirit of vengeance, the citizens 

_ _ # 

of Copenhagen established — despotism bylaw! ThH 
their posterity have not suffered by the folly 
and delinquency of their ancestors in an equal 
degree with those unhappy nations whose harder 
destiny bowed their necks to a Bourbon yoke, has 
arisen from the superior quality of our princes, 
who, since this scandalous revolution^ have railed 
Denmark and its dependencies. Possessing unlir 
mited sovereignty in the fullest and most ample 
meaning of the term, it redounds to the glory of 
our autocrats; for silch are our kings^ as well a? 
the (^zars of Russia, that they have permitted us t^ 
be governed by law, instead, of a uJcase ; that they 
have allowed us the liberty of discoursing of 
writing witii freedood on political subjects, instead 
of shedding our blood on 8<;afiMdB ; or, ; a 1^ 
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Bourbon, throMdng us into lonesome cellp, and 
there leaving us to perish. But this clemency, 
80 honourable to our illustrious kings, has the 
dangerous tendency of rendering despotism less 
odious, less frightful, less disgusting, than it ap- 
pears when hung round by chains and implements 
of torture ; by letters de cachet BXid BastiUes, which 
decorated the splendid despotisms of the Bourbons, 
ere their merited fall and eternal banishment fhnn 
France. It is to the. mercy of our kings, and 
not to the prudence of our ancestors, that we are 
indebted for an exemption from most of the evUs 
attendant on despotism. The example of justice 
«.d moderaaoo Lrded by o.r Jd molcl», 
each^ of whom, had he been a Nero in heart, 
might, like Nero, have wallowed in the ^lood of 
the most illustrious citizens, goes a considerable 
length towards establishing the justice of Pope's 
dubious aphorisni : — 

" On forms of government letfooU contest, 
Whatever's best administered^ is heaV* 

One of the greatest calamities that can befal 
any nation ; one of the most certain omens of its 
speedy fall, is the declining state of the labouring 
classes on whose labour the wealth of every su- 
perior class is grounded. That degrading revo- 
lution, which calls a blush into my cheeks as I 
treat of its baseness, reduced the political, but 
not the seigneurial, power of our nobles — was 
fatal to our poor hinds ; for the monarchs, assum- 
ing a degree of pomp unknown to their electoral 
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*|uFedecessors, fearful of offendittg the wealthy 
:burghers, increased the burthens of the agri* 
culturists, and the weight of this cumbrous 
.pomp fell principally on the labouring peasant^ 
The nobleman, driven from the court and the 
treasury, forced into an involuntary rustication, 
sought, by increasing his. exactions in every pos* 
Bible way, to gain in wealth what he had l6st in 
power; whilst our poor peasantry fared even worse 
than the beast of the field belonging to his lord ; 
for having a property in the beast, the lord had 
an interest in providing it with provender and 
belter from the severity of our northern winters. 
Not so vdth the poor hind ! he was left to struggle 
with famine and taxation. His sole inheritance 
Waslignocance. and bondage. From his birth, in 
some squalid hovel, he has been, till lately, ex- 
posed to privations of every kind, to humiliations 
of the most debasing description. If nature 
blessed the wife or daughter with beauty, the lust 
of his lord demanded its possession. In his cheer^ 
less hut reigned want and wretchedness. Filthy 
in his habits, base in his propensities, he exhi- 
bited the bitter fruits of aristocratical despotism 
in its most appalling form ; and his whole life, 
from his cradle to his grave, was but one continual 
scene of wretched, and hopeless servitude. 

The two greatest errors of our monarchs have 
been these : the too great splendor of their courts, 
and the too great extent of their standing army : 
that dreadful pressure and incessant drain on the 
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feeble resources of their country. The splendor 
of our court in the last reigns^ and the early part 
of this,^ illustrated the truth of that bold assertion 
made by a celebrated American writer, that in 
despotic states, and voluptuous regal courts, the 
mere trappings and embellishments of a monarchy 
^st more money, than, under a frugal system c^ 
republican government, would suffice for all the 
expences of the state ! Yet, how few of our kings 
have really exercised the sovereignty conferred 
on them in 1660 ! During all the latter part of the 
reign of Frederick the Fifth, he was a mere automur 
ton ; governed by Count, alias King Mokkte, or, by 
his ambitious consort, Juliana Maria. As to the 
present king (Christian the Seventh,) it was only du- 
ring a very short interval that he really reigned. A 
Holcke, a Struensee, Juliana Maria, by turns pos^ 
sessed and abused the sovereignty. In shorty he 
that wears a despotic crown is seldom the person 
who exercises the sovereign power : and after all, I 
am decidedly of opinion, that the President of the 
United States enjoys, under the sanction of the 
law, more real political power then any despotic 
prince in either of the four quarters of the globe. 

Copenhagen, 1804. V. D. 

^ Christian VII. 
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Frederick the Fijlh. — His Character.-^The Came of 
his Int,emperance. — Character and Anecdotes of 
Juliana Maria.-^Aneodotes of Christkm tke 
Seventh, when Crown Prince. 

Frederics: the Fifth, the father of our pre- 
»ent monarch (Christian the Seventh) was a wise, 
magnificent, liberal prince; the patron of men 
of genius, science, and le&rning, and the idol of a 
grateful people. Suddenly, a naarked change 
took place in his habits and his manners : he lost 
all relish for those exalted pursuits to which hk 
had been attached, and gate himself up to ex*^ 
cessive and continual inebriety, whereby hft 
impaired his faculties, physical and menital, and 
Zrteaed hi. day». W,L the memory of , hi. 
solitary vice, that sullied his character, is gene- 
rally known, the secret aftd powerful cause 
that led to this melancholy alterations (except to 
a few, who, during the life-time of his second 
queen, dared not give it utterance; and most 
of whom have since descended to the* grave), 
has remained buried in obliviop. This accom- 
plished mcttiarch had two consorts; the first, and 
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deservedly the best beloved, was the English 
princess Louisa, daughter of George the Second, by 
whom he had the wretched and imbecile prince 
who yet bears the title of king of Denmark ; and 
Sophia Magdalena, married to Gustavus the Third of 
Sweden, who fell by the hand of Ankarstrom: 
for his second wife, our favorite monarch, in 
an evil hour, took Juliana Maria, daughter of 
Ferdinand Albert, duke of Brunswick Wolfen- 
buttle ; an unhappy choice that was the source of 
many and heavy domestic calamities. * 

Bad passions will obtrude into palaces as well 
as cottages, and wbea they chance to obtain full 
possession of a queen, they are likely to hurry 
her to acts more atrocious than a female of hum* 
ble rank, because her power to commit wicked- 
ness is so much greater. The events of common 
life too often exhibit the most lamentable scenes 
arising from the jealousy and hatred of callous 
and unfeeling step-mothers who oppress the chilr 
dren of their predecessor. Such was the character 
of Maria Juliana. She hated the presence of the 
children of the deceased queen ; and, if she had 
dared, would have quickly sent them to follow their 
mother to the grave : for the propensities of her na- 
ture were mostly of a selfish and ambitious kind. 
At an early age, in her father's petty court, she M'as 
a great dabbler in political intrigues : in her temper 
sullen, cruel, and vindictive; extremely penu- 
rious; forgetful of benefits, but seldom failing to 
avenge an injury tenfold ; above all, a most pro- 
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found dissemblear, ahd.able to wear a smik otk 
htx face, and shew all manner of civHities to the 
peraoamost mortally hated, atid whose destrnctioD, 
at that very inoment, she mi^t be plannmg. 

S^ch was the step-mother whom Fre^derick 

the Fifth, plaiced - over the children of Queen 

Louisa! The king possessed great sensibility^ and 

in spite of all the pretended fondness of his new 

consort, he soon ascertained, that she did not love 

them* Frederick often indulged his feelings so far» 

as to have the children brought to him, whom h« 

qaressfed with every ihark of strong affection : on 

these occasions the crafty step-mother would 

participate in his affectionate regard of the inno^ 

cent babes, whilst her black heart cherished the 

most deadly rancour^ Finding herself pregnant, 

she flattered her ambition with the hope of pre- 

senting her lord with a new object of affection, 

that should not fail to wean his regards from the 

fair and white haired boy of Louisa, who was the 

king s darling. Instead, however, of a child cal^ 

culated to prove a successful rival to the beautiful 

Christian, the cruel and envious queen brought 

forth a weakly, deformed, infant ; whose appear-* 

ance was calculated to excite, commisseration 

mingled with disgust, rather than love. This de* 

foriQed child, contrary to Expectation, lived ; and 

as.it^ strength and si2e eucreased, it shewed a 

disposition tjbe .exact rever&e of Christian's ; and, 

owing perhaps to organic defcrct8> waa cross. 
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suilefi» fflid unsnanageaide. This was a souiiee of 

aorrotyir to -the good and humane king, asid of unut^ 

terable misery to tJie qn^en, whose aversion towards 

Christian increased as she saw the healthy, play* 

fol, volatile boy becoming mote and more the pride 

and hope of his ibnd fether, who^ iieTertheless, 

did not neglect the deformed Frederick, nor fail 

to bestow upon him proofs of a regard truly 

paternal. At length, to sueh a pitch did that 

wick^ woman suffer malice and envy 4o cairy 

ber, that, to secure the crown for her deformed 

son,: da^ resolved to cut off the blooming young 

Christian by poison. Having determined to com* 

mit murder, she soon found, what she believed to 

be, a favorable opportunity. The young prinee 

bappeised to be indisposed. The cruel step* 

mother, under the specious, pretext of fondness^ 

was frequent in her visits ere an opportunity of 

attempting the horrid deed presented itself. At 

iN^ih she found the prince's favorite nurse pre* 

paijng some gruel for her young charge over a 

silveTlamp, and there was no other attendant in 

the chamber. She ordered the nurse to go to her 

closet to feteh her something; and as soon as 

the door dosed she approached the lamp, and in* 

stantly infused a mineral poison into the gruel,< a 

imall part of which, if it had been swallowed by her 

lincoiH(ciou» victim, would have occasioned his 

death. The nurse in question was named; 

T«, by birth a Norwegian; tod bad 
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t>eeBi many yeacs a confidential servant of tiM 
royal femily. She attended Queen Louisa, at 
the birth of Prince Christian; Ae strove td 
sooth the last monaents of her existence, and 
she really felt towaaxis her children, all the affec** 
tion of a mother. Having long entertained sus^ 
picions of the queen's intentions, die was ever sus- 
picious and watchful of Juliana Maria's proceed* 
ings that in any way affected the young prince. At 

the moment entered the apartment, her 

heart fraught with murder and the poison in her 
hand, there mighty in spite of all her circumspect' 
turn and self^-commaiid, be some peculiar expres* 
sion imprinted on her countenance, her eye, ot 
tone of voice, tliat alarmed the worst fears of the 
faithful and vigilant matron, who, instead of going 
to the queen's apartments that were in the grand 
front, went only a few steps and returned softly 
to the door, and distinctly perceived the queen 
infusing something from a paper into the gruel, 
which she appeared to stir in the silver saucepan 
ii»tt contained it ; which done, she then replaced it 
on the lamp-frame in the same position as the 
nurse had left^ it Horror curdled the blood in 
the veins of the nurse, as she beheld this scene. 
Had the queen offered the gruel to the prince, nhi 
would have rushed in smd torn it from her ; but, 
^uljana, paced the room with a quick and hur- 
jried step,^-^her hands clenched together and a 
Strong expressioi]^ ot suppi'essed misery playing 
oh het stem features. Just then Madame -r — -r 
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8aW d. domestic named Wolffs cross the gallery \* 
kim she beckoned to come near, and in a whisper 
told him to go to Count. Molckte, and give him a 
ting that she handed ta him, and request his 
exceHency to make haste to the a^airtment of the 
Crown Prince. She :khew that Viiheti the count 
saw tha't token, it ?firould not fail- to fix his attention 
an<l produce immediate acquiesckncei ! Thisdone^ 
she je*ehtered the room, her looks and manner 
betraying the paiinful emotions that filled . her 
heart. The queen, wiUiout noticing her coming 
in sooner than she c^ould, if shp had gone to the 
front of ihe palace> told her to take the gruel 
to the prince^ as it was sufficiently . boiled, and 
would 00 do^bt do him good! Every limb shook 
with hortor as the nurse took up the saucepan : — 
" Why dpn't you go with it to the prince," said 
Juliansji. '' Pardon me, gracious queen," said the 
honest^hearted woman, " it is my duty to disobey 
you." Darting a withering look at the nurse, she 
exclaimed '' How dare youdisobey my commands?'' 
The nurse replied not, but, as the tears streamefl 
|rom her eyes, she looked significantly at the 
gruel, and mournfully shook her head. Thrown 
off her guard by passion, the queen ordered the 
nurse out of the room ; who stood immovable as a 
statue, holding the saucepan in her hand. Equally 
torn by rage and fear, on seeing her wicked plot 
thus frustrated, and infamy and ruin suspended 

* In the Measenin, or low wings that connected the principal 
froDti of this TBgt edifice. 



over her head, liicfe the/:0woi^d» of DasEnbeles, %f . t 
skgle hair, tbe^ (^een, evier <^rtile in reMuTce^", 
tMk the despertte resohrticsi to aeettse the nunie ^ 
liaiving. attempted to' commit the erime 4slie h^rM^f 
came td'pelrpetvatie ! Siidden m lightning: she acted 
oh this diaboUial impuke : and turning towards m 
be]l> rang it furiously t a gentleman of 'the princ^fi 
^te entemd, aiid ^beheld in m(ent amazement, the 
ecene before him* * ^ Ck>/' eakl Juliana^ '^ tO' TVF. 
Guldberg, ^d ^l him to' time ^ inMantly td 
me.'' ^ ' '9^ gerA^ieti^an bowed and withdrewi 
•'' Now'¥Wetch," said the ftiripiis queen;, her eyed 
i»hirtg*re,; '^thcrti ^halt teeMhe ftili weight of tny 
Vengeance ; 4by limbs «haU bb ^ 'briken on th0 
vdfheel for having attempted to p4)iaon the erowti 
prince t' the proofs of thy gnHt are now ii| 
Aine hajicfe.** > . 

• ^"'May Grod forgive you/q*^,** sa^d the as«* 
tonishisd woman, ** as I- cnn" pardon you for my 
death, if I * ani the htimMe means ^ of saving the 
son ef my beloved mistress." Just then Count 
Mokkte entered the room] ^' Behold iti that 
ivicked woman/' jaaid the pale and passion-tortf 
queen/ " a wretch Whom 'I have detected in the 
very act of administeting poison to the crown 
prince ! Call in the guaifds I when the king returns 
he will otder her-to be put to the severest torture^ 
to force her to coiifess by whom she has been su- 
borned to the commission of tiiis horrible crime.'^ 
Th6 count heard the qtfeen in respectful silence : 
III a grave and severe tone, be said^ " I wish td 
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ipeaik ^th your majesty alone : ^b$M I ilt|eii3 
your majesty in. your own a^artmeat ox order 

Madame — ^to withdraw ?'' little auspeatu^ 

Ihat this minister had long kept a Watchful eye oyer 
jher conduct; and was in possesion of oth9r erir 
iience of a ciimindtti]:^ tendency^ besides that of 
the nurse, who stood calm fuid undaunted an^dst 
this storm of guilty pa0sion*— Juliana e$elaim0d| 
*f What ! are you ! too, count, an enemy to th^ 
crown prince, ajid the accoitipUce (tf. this trembling 
culprit?" <' How can your naajeaty hanbour such 
a thought : he coolly replied-r-wj^ . Wl would not 
succeed to the throbe if the cr^wp - prince werQ 
no more/' Count Molckte w$is a'^au of keeot 
penetration^ and perfectly a courtier. Bis looks jUnr 
plied more than his words : the abashed and gui}t|| 
queen, awed and confounded, said, *' If your eX? 
ceUeilcy pleases let the woman retife*"; The count 
then took the saucepan from her hand, and the 
nurse went into the ptinqe's bed-roopn,. Wk^X 
passed between count Molckte and Juliaixct^ pait 
only be surmised : but in less than an hoi»r h0 
went to the prince's room^ and after paymg hi# 
compliments, told him that hia favorite nurse m^st 
go immediately to Norway, He was so afiecte4 
at the news, that clinging round her neck tfae^ 
fond boy said, ^' Then 111 go to Norway too: yo^ 
shall not take away my mother*" It was in rain 
the count strove to pacify him. " I'll supply to 
my father," said he in an angry tone, ^ I am> suf^ 
he will not suffer thi^ mother to b^ tsjt^ away 
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fjDom me/' The count appeared embaxr&fised -and 
retired : he soon came back again, when, callihg 
the nurse intp an anti-room, he artfuUy strove to 
convince her that she had been deceived, and 
i&at the queeh had merely stirred the gruel to 
keep it from burning. The nurse shook her headj» 
paying, " Will your excellency alloy me to carry 
the gruel to the prince's apothecary ? — ^Yes." said 
^he subtle minister, " you may." She ran for th^ 
saucepan, butfoqnd it empty and pejrfectly cleanf 
More alarmed than ever, and fearful tliat th^ 
count had entered into the queen's hostile views 
against the crown prince, she secretly determined 
to address the king on the danger which awaited^ 
his darling boy. The insidious minister, reading 
in her ingenuous cpuntenax^ce what was passing 
in her mind; whilst he applauded her courage 
and fidelity^ told her he meant to have sent her 
home to Norway merely to secure her from thQ 
queen s power : but he now wished her to re-: 
main, assuring her if she pledged herself by a so;^ 
lemn oath to secrecy, she should be safe from the 
effects of the queen s dislike, and remain in atr 
tendance on the crown prince ; at the same time 
pledging himself in the most solemn manner for 
the perfect safety of the prince. To these terms, 
for the sake of continuing her attendances the 
faithful nurse assented. The wicked queen, hum-f 
bled and defeated, abstiained from visiting the 
prince's a^iHrtments^ The same day she was re-- 
ported to hfi indisposedi and went the nex| 

c2 
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to Hirschholm pd.lac«. JEint tbe afiisar did not ead 
here: The king (Fifederitek the Fifth,) was theii 
absent sit a siiiatl hunting lodge called Jagers^ 
pi'estj situated near the palace of Cl^lottenborgi 
Thither the geittlemanf. repaired, whom the queen 
had commanded to call Mr. Ouldberg: he ob* 
tained an a^dientie, and told the astonished king^ 
not only what he had seen and heard in the ^firti^ 
ichamber df the prince — but many important cir- 
cuinstances befejL. It is not in language lo 
express' the agonising feelings ekciied by this in- 
telligen<?e; for his own life was less dear to Fre- 
deric than thatt of his darling son : he applauded 
the coiftdtict of his informer ; and such was his 
haste to return to Christianborg Palace, that he fell 
down stairs and broke his leg. The agitation of his 
knind plrodiiced a feVer that neariy proved fatal. 
As soott as'hiB fractured limb was set, he caused 
the Norwegian nurse and count Molckte to be 
summoned liefore him, taking precautions to pre- 
vent any previous intercourse. The result was 
that he had rid cause to doubt the guilt of Juliana, 
or that the life of the crown prince had been pre- 
iserved by the courage and fidelity of his nurse, 
^kom he liberally rewarded. Froto this moment 
he never co-habited with his guilty queen : but 
the thoughts of her wickedness, and the danger of 
bis son and heir, preyed continually on his feeling 
inind. As a resource, a sad resource it proved,' 
this excellent king gave timself up to drinking: 
fttid count Mofckte beilti^ at once master of the 



COURTS OF SWEDEN A^J> DENMARK. 31: 

queen, and the favorite minister of the king, waa 
de facto autocrat of Denmark, exercising the 
sovereign authority in the name of his master,; 
who rapidly became but the shadow of whslt he 
had fornierly been. Juliana secretly intended to 
make Mr. Goldberg minister, who was a map.df 
great talent and cool judgment : but this detec- 
tion foiled her plans,* and forced her to bow to the 
^ man whom she bated and feared. It was by 
this means count Molckte acquired that unlimited 
power, which, during the latter part of the reign 
oi Frederic the Fifth, he exercised in a way so 
despotic as to procure him the ironical appellatioa 
of " Koning .Molckte.'' This is generally the case* 
with AUTOCRACIES : Some favorite governs the 

* The machinations of this envious queen against the life of 
Christian the Seventh, did not cease with this attempt She strove, 
by gold and promises of preferment, to seduce the attendants of the 
child: It happened^ according to Latrobe^s translation, as the king 
and royal toily were tftking the riecreation df sailing in a royal 
yacht on the boast of Zealand, near the palace of Fredensborg, 
(about five Danish miles north of Copenhagen,) that the young 
prince Christian being rather unruly, , one of his attendants named 
Brocdorph, seized the boy, held him over the stem of the yacht, 
and threatened to throw him in the water s from the boy^s struggles 
to get free, or from treacb«gpy, down he fell into the s^, whence 
he was rescued ; but, as long a^ reason held . its seat, the prince 
imputed this act to the agency of his fell step-mother, with a view 
to procure the crown for her beloved son Frederic* So far the ano- 
nymous author ; and what in some respect corroborated this opinion, 
Brocdorph being forbid to appear in the prince's presence, was im-, 
mediately engaged in the service of the step queen, and placed as 
an officer in her palace. Editor. 
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Autocrat, who thereby governs the state, fre- 
quently reducing the autocrat himself to a mere 
cipher. Few indeed have been the number of 
absolute monarchs, who were not themselves as 
far from being free as the meanest of their slaves. 
But, to quit this digression: though the mind of 
the mild and benevolent monarch, Frederic the 
Fifth, was thus clouded, he was never happy ex- 
cept the crown prince was in his presence. As he 
grew in years. Christian became more and more^ 
the favorite of the king and people. In tiie wild- 
est sallies of his iather, the prince had more com- . 
mand over him than any other person; and he 
often had influence enough to prevent him, when 
tipsy, from lavishing away his treasures on the 
companions of his cups ; and even of inducing him 
to retract those improvident gifts when sober. 

In one of these fits, the king made count Molckte; 
^ present of the magnificent palace of Hirschholm* 
and all its costly furniture ! The crown prince, 
hearing of this lavish act, went to his study, and' 
taking in his hand a plan of the palace, carried it 
to count Molckte, saying, " Content yourself with 
tlus, I beseech your excellency, and believe me, 
untess you possess the crown, the palace of 
Hiifschholm shall never be your^s." 

On another occasion the king desired prince 
Christian to fill the glasses for himself and the 
count/ The prince coloured and hesitated. The 

• 

"» Tbe Ide of Sitags. 
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king repeated his commands^ telling him to 
fill for himself also. Upon which the spirited 
yoitth first filled to the brim the glass that stood 
before the count ; the king's glass only half fnll^ 
and in his own he scarcely poured any wine. 
" Hey day I What do you mean by this, Christian f* 
said the king — " I mean sire, said he, to denote 
beteby our relative consequence in ihe state 
G€i(Hnt Molckte being iS:i^^ and minister, I filled 
the glass commensurate with his authority. You, 
my father, being the next person in the state to 
the count, I half filled your glass : ^ for myself, 
being of ho consequence whatever, I took no 
wine." Weakened and obscured as were the in- 
tellects of the king, he pressed his son to his bo* 
som, and a, tear glistened in his eye at the repj^oof 
thus conveyed. It was, however, only a ihomen^. 
tary impre9sion. He still continued his career,r 
till mtture, vanquished by his excesses, and not 
worn out by time — could endure no more. He 
died in the year 1766, in the 46th year of his: 
age and the 23d of hi9 reign. The crown prince; 
Chnstian, whom Juliana Maria hated, and would 
fain have murdered, was then proclaimed king by 
the name of Christian the Seventh; Seldom was. 
the dawn of any reign more auspicious than his:l 
He WW young, handsome, affable and generous, 
a»d th6 idol of the people* This event knocked 
^e stage from under king Molckte, and the 
soi^eign power was, for a short time, really ex-? 
ercised by him thajt wore the crown* .> 
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CHAP. m. 

# ■ 

Character and the person of Christian the Seventh.—^ 

Demorali:sed by his cruel step-mother.—^Portrait of 

Caroline Matilda at fifteen years of age. — J?g/?ec- 

tions on, and tnstances^ of the unhappiness of royal 

females. — Secret memoirs of Gustavus the Third, 

' and his queen. — The Princess Albertina.-^— Unhappy 
love. — An extraordinary expedient, its detection.^-^ 
The sectet history of the birth ofGuStavus Adolphu$ 
the Fourth, now count Gdttorp. 

THE person of the young king, thoogh coii« 
Biderably under the middle hdight^ was findty 
proportioned ; light and compact, but yet possess 
tfing k considerable degree of dtgiliiy and streogtib* 
His complexion, remarkably fair; hi6 feat«N^/ 
if not bandsohie, were regular; his eyed Uue, 
lively and expressive ; his hair very light : he had 
a good forebbad and aquiline nose ; a handsome 
mouth and fine set of teeth. He was elega&t 
rather than magnificent in his dress; courteous 
in his manners, of a very amorous constitution : 
warm and irritable in his temper ; bat his anger, if 
soon excited, was easily appeased : knd he was 
generous to profusion. Such was the person ai^d 
disposition of Christian the Seventh whei^ he Ki^ 
cended the throne of JienmarU * * • - 



The reigning Queens Juliana^ aiKng in h^ 
Attempts to take the life of the ieir-apparexit» 
adopted a method scarcely less cuel . to ^Sdct 
the destruction of this young ad thou|^tle» 
prince » It was her influence tiat, during his 
fether's life time^ opened the dooriof the palace, 
and connived at his nocturnal sallie to the haunts 
of lewd women. It was Julian, through tha 

* 

agency of M. Guidberg^ who arrounded hun 
with a crowd of voluptuous and gy young cour- 
tiers, in whose society his morals ^ere corrupted, 
and hiB constitution undermined, in some of his 
Wild sallies he beat waiters, hxke glasses and 
furniture, attacked watchmen, ancmore than once 
was actually taken into custody. These traits re^ 
semble the youtiaful follies of or favorite hero» 
Henry tiie' Fifth: apd like 'him, Christian might 
have been an hero ai^d a ccmquera if he had had 
similar hieans and opportunities, ad had not been 
betrayed into all manner of praccious excesses 
by those, whose duty it was tohave watched, 
adflumished, aad protected hirn. 

Being so completely a libertte as to women, 
he would not, if left to himself, ave thought of 
marrying so soon, if at alL A onsciousness of 
the evil designs of the Queen bwager, and a 
desirb to counteract them, rathe than any sense 
of pubUc duty, induced the yang and giddy 
monarch ^o Isstfin to thdse, iithc advised him to 
^Mtxeagthen his throne by an ialiiftte< with his fair 
young cousin Matilda, sister o the King of 



&igland* Hej^onsented :. negotiationsi were ojien- 
ed» and the Irincess Matilda became ' Queen of 
Denmark. 1 

Caroline Iktilda was the ypmigest child of 
Frederic Prind of Wales, and as well as her hiia^. 
band, a grand^^ild of George the Second. She wa» 
very tall, of a ikjestic, rather than elegant make ; 
and a very ples^ng, rather than a beautiful coun<^ 
tenance. Her c^plexion was uncommonly fine— «: 
she might, with^t flattery, have been termed the 
fairest of the faiil Hei' hair was very tight flaxei^ 
almost as white ^ silver, and of luxuriant growtibi : 
her eyes, light bl^^ clear, large, and expressive : her 
lips, particularl]|the under lip, full and pouting ; 
her teeth wMte a|d regular. Even at this early age, 
Matilda waK mu^ indined to what the Fren cbcaH 
en ban point, at education had been carefully 
attended to ; hA temper was generadly^a^d and 
gentle, thouglx iimetimes rather quick ; her de- 
meanour towaro the lower and middle dasses> 
full . of condescQsion ; towards the supercilious * 
Queen Dowagei Matilda soon displayed tnaks 
of that impetvus and haughty turn that is 
said to be chaicter istic of the Gwelphs* She 
was neither praise nor generous, but her ex-: 
treme youth, hi fr^hnem, and apparent good 
humour, endearA her to every liberal mind. I 
saw this ill-fated|>rincess when she first set her^ 
foot on the soil oiDenmark. I did not join iii the 
shouts of the muf tude ; but I was charmed with. 



her appearaoce. 



Every thing she saw was gtan** 
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deur and festivity : »he was received like a divi- 
nity^ and almost worshipped, at least by those 
of the maisculine gender. I}er animated, beau* 
teous features, her fine blue eyes, beamed with 
delight oBf all around her. How kind it was of 
fate, to sliut from her view the dreadfitl reverse, 
that soon snatched the diadem fit)m her brows ; 
her infants from her bosom, and sent her forth 
from Denmark repudiated, into , perpetual exile ! 

That youth' must have been a stoic, whose 
heart, if not devoted to some prior object, would 
not have been enslaved by this fair foreigner; who 
was but little more than fifteen years of age at 
this period. She had not done growing, and 
though a woman in stature^ was a mere child in 
point of judgment. As to the prince destined 
to be her husband, though a youth under his 
twentieth year, he was older in constitution than 
many a hale man of threescore ; and almost 
before he Had arrived at the age of manhood, he 
had well nigh ceased to b^ a man: a circum- 
stance that should be duly considered by ail 
who would form a just opinion of the virtues x)r 
frailties of this unfortunate lady. 

Entitted to our pity, rather than our envy, 
is the fate that too often awaits the daughters 
of royalty]' Dearly do they pay, by the misery 
tbey ate too often doomed to* suffer, for the 
empty pomp that awaits them. Seldom, if ever, 
Aey enjoy the natural affection of their parents,^ 
for the loHs of which ino pageantry can atone. 
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Their mothers are not allowed, even \yhen in- 
elined, to nourish with their own breart thQir tender 
offspring; to press their infants with ardour to 
their bosom ; or to perform those endearing of- 
fices dictated by nature and claimed by their 
helpless young. How much more happy is the 
wife, or the child of a peasant, when health, peace, 
and plenty fall to their lot! The children of 
kings, from the hour of their birth, are consigned 
to mercenary hands : they are suckled by mer^, 
cenary breasts, by mothers who, for the sake of 
gain, rob their own child of their natural inherif- 
ance to sell it to a wealthy stranger. On such 
hirelings those infantine marks of affection are be- 
stowed, that are never returned with the warmth 
which marks the cares£ses of a fond mother. 
As soon as their intellects admit, the royal babes 
are consigned, to the tuition of numerous indir. 
viduals, most of whom, they fear, hate or de- 
spise, and by whom their manners and habits are 
formed. Thus the children of king^, th^ daugh-* 
ters in particular, became a sort of artificial 
beings, who, having no equal, must form no tern* 
det attachment, but hold their subdued affpctiopB 
in a state of abeyance; debarred their natural 
right of reserving the heart and hand for the 
man they love. They may fairly be qonsidered 
as the most elevated class of royal slaves : a sort 
of kingly merchandize, of which ambassadors are 
the salesmen: sometimes they are offered to a 
conqueror to appease his ire; s(ome are bartered 
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avray to procure «politidil influfetK^ in a foreign 
court; drcovfetcd by some cold calculating princej 
as the tn^iutai thereby he hopes to gain pos- 
sesi^ion of the ' territories to which 6he is heiress* 
Such was the catse with tiie lovely and unfortur 
iiate ancestor of our Matilda, the princess of 
Zell. lliough she was lovely in h^r person^ 
gentle and amiable in her manners and . temper, 
highly Accomplished, and in the flower of her youth, 
fiiife was 'yet regarded as a mere appurtenance 
to the duchy, and soon treated by her brutal 
lord with cruelty and conteinpf. The cowardly 
dssassitiation of Count Konigsmark*, and. the in* 
carceration of this injured princess, are subjects 
too well kflown to need repetition f;* ' * 



it 



* See Appendix I. 
t " Tte Electoral prince had, for some time, not only deserted 
her (entirely, 'but correspondfed with his mistresfe* op^^fy, of which 
her rc^ higiiaesa not on^ complained to the ^l^tor 'and electreas; 
though without ^ect^lbut enhrged upon the affront offered to hec* 
in pretty ^vere ^erms to the prince himself, who, iifiteaid of using 
the least address to mollify her, gave into such a transport of rage 
that, utterly forgetful both of her sex and quality, he fiercely seized 
the princess by the throat, then pregnant, and near her time^l 

.* iThis cdtebrttted woman afterwards figuretl in England as Duchtm tfKfindal^ 
Cor an account of her practices in the sale of places and titUSi see Appendix, 
consisting of extracts from the Memoirs and secret Negotiations of John ICer, df 
Kerskind, £sq. 2 vol. printed, London, 1726» which work treats largely of this 
mercenary female adventurer. Mr. Ker, of Kersland, had been highly uistrt^ 
mental in promoting the Hanoverian succession ; he was a Scotchmai^ and to 
gain the &vour of ihe house of Hanover even during Queen Anne*s reign, 
he betrayed the interests of his own country. He was promised a place, but 
because he would not give a large doucoeur to th# German agent of this Gerpiap 
Anglo dochess, he was disappointed, and thereby totally ruined. . Mr. Ker ex- 
posed the venality of this wholesale trafficker in politics, &c., and she caused 
him to be prosecuted ex officio, llie once favoured instrument, now no longer 
needful, was suffered to pine in the King's Bench, borne down by her baleful 
influence^ where he died poor, deserted, and broken-hearted, in July, 17^6. 
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To a. female of real delicsicy, what can l^e qgsl^ 
ceived more revolting to mode^y thaa to fWm 
a union, with a man whom, till that momeirtK 
her eyes never beheld ? How tremendous 19 
the risk ^e runs, that her peace of mind shall 
cease with her celibacy. Obedient to the 
call of the ogliarchs of Sweden, GuiSt^rus 
the Third, then crown prince^ married in 1766, 
the princess royal of Denmark, Sophia Magda* 
lena*. She too was a fine young woman, such 
as the epicurean debauchee would malc^ aln^ost 
any sacrifice to obtain. What a singular destiny 
was her 8 1 Betrothed to one of the most elegant 
and accomplished princes of Europe, then in the 
bloom of youth ; she was received by him with 
confusion and restraint ; during many years, this 
restraint continuied, and neglect and. insylt fol- 
lowed. I have often seen her at the Swedish court, 
when she lived in compulsive retirement as crown 
princess, and afterwards when she was queei^ of 
Sweden. In spite of all her efforts to dress her face 
in smiles, whilst her heart was a prey to misery. 

The whole palace immediately iook the alarm, and every body that 
durst rushed in to prevent ihfther mischief; notwitlistanding which, 
the prince was so lost in passipn, as publicly to avow, that hencefor- . 
ward she was to consider him as her mortal enemy ; but his threats 
were not heard by her to whom they were addressed, grief and 
terror had oppressed her so strongly, that she fainted in the arms of 
tiiose who had come to her relief, and 'in that condition she was 
removed to her apartment.*' See Appendix (A.) 

* $ce Appendix 3. 
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I sx^ that Hike was ui^happy ; and falling into the 
pMjudice of the day, I imputed ler sorrows to 
the moroBeness of the queen motber. I became 
acquainted with her confidaut> Madame—^ — ' " ' • k 
1 was then young and chivalrous, and beloved by 
this lady. Master of her entire afections, it witt 
not be deemed surprising if I also became ihaster 
of inany particulars respecting herl*oyal mistress^ 
that in strict honour, ought not to have been re- 
vealed, the strange nature of which excited in my 
bosom sorrow, pity, disgust, and. indignation ! 
Neglected and despised by the creature called her 
husband, — borne down by the austerity of that 
great tad inflexible woman, Louisa Ulrica, the sis- 
ter of Frederick the Great, and consort to the 
mild and benevolent monarch Adolf Frederick, 
our princess found herself, in the flower of her 
youth, — a wife, withoutahusband,— withputpeaea, 
and' without hope ! Being a Dane, though of 
humble rank, my steps were watched with jealous 
caution : the unguarded conversations of Count 
Ulric Scheffer enabled me to see my danger. I 
was romantic enough, to endeavour to persuade 

Madame to prevail on my fair neglected 

countrywoman to imitate the conduct of the 
Queen Dowager Maria Eleonora*, widow of Gus- 

* Thtt princes was the daughter of John Sigismund, elector of 
Brande&bttrg, borii the 11th November, 1599, married toGustavus 
AdolpKus, king of Sweden, the 25th November, 1630, and crowned 
the ^th of th^ same month. Their only child, Christina, 
ivcceeded her illustrious fiuher on the throne of Sweden, who 
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tavusAdolphvs, and motb^ of tJaatiieroiiieQiieeii, 
Christina. I soaarcely need say, that my cottncii 

was not folio vred, Madame ^-^^ — ■ said to me 

reproachfully,—" What! would; ywi take our 
ptmcess from the open enmity of a gzeait ana mag- 
aaaimous woman like Ixmisa< Ulrici^ to. place her 

» * • ^ 

was^killed in the In^ of Latzeiit or treneheii^iKfjr murdered, iv 
others suppose, on the 6th November, 1^32. Thus was Maria 
fileoDora. born, married, crowned, and widowed, in the month 
of ^November: she survived her daughter's abdication only nin9 
months, dying the 18th March, 1655; and wad biiried near her hus- 
hunA in the Gastariait sepulchre iA Ridderholm ehureh, Stockholm. 
The ibiitwiiig mrratipn )9f>thi8 exdtnordiiiary flight is tiansteted 
.fir^m G&rl Fi^ederjck LjungpiaA's description ^f Griptiholw Castle^ 
printed in Stockliolm, 4790, p. 16, &c. from which compilation it 
appears that this curigus record was originally writtei; in German 
in Apelblad's descriplibn of 'Saxony, page 47, viz. 

The* queen dowager Maria Klfeonora, cm the 2Sd Jfuly, went 
Jgecoedf away iSnm Chripfeholtti Castle, &nd on the 25th embarked on 
ihip-^ioa^ aear/Ct^eHi a smail ba^ ten leases frcuri SfKlerte^^e. 
The government -being iiiibrmed 9^ this 29th of. what bad happened^ 
dispatched messengers after the queen in five different directions, but 
in vain. Oxt Thursday the burgomaster of Calmar arrived, (at 
Vpsala) who ' informed tbe goverriment that, fai an unfrequented 
l)ay, he had seen a vessel' lying at ain anchor, and a man walking on 
tha deck who had a pistil an each side <^ him. A« soon as die 
regency had this inteUig^nce cammunioated ta Uiem, tHey.imm^ 
diately dispatched a messenger tQ Trpsa to inquire kito matters^, 
Upon his arrival he found affairs as they had been represented, and 
he returned with tidingB of. her coiiduct.in effecting her escape. It 
seems that two years preceding this elopement, the que^n dowagear hat 
fittempted to effect her escape from Ck>tteaburg ; but not being able 
to eicecute her project there ; irpon her j^ival at Gf ipsholm Castle^ 
she gave out that during three days in ea<;h mc^th, she diould remaia 
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< 

^t the mercy of that fiend Juliana Maria/' I was 
silenced.' Not tq proceed too far in this digres- 
sion from th^ fate of Matilda^ I shall merely state 
that Gustavus totally neglected his Danish brid^, 
and indulged in propensities that my pen shall not 
\>e polluted by naming.* Suffice it to say, that she 

« 

with her waitiiig woinan iii her chamber to celebrate religious 
duties, during which time no oile Was to be admitted to ker ; not 
would she see any one. What she required to eat and drink was 
ordered to be placed in her apartment to serve the whole time. Her 
chaplain said prayers outside her door, and this custom the queeA 
continued till July 21 st, 1640, when she said to her spiritual guide — 
** My vow will shortly eicpire; I will double my number of days 
of fasting and prayer^ and close therewith^' She had sent th6 
marshal of the palace to Stromsholm near Westeros, to make 
^Very thing ready for her reception there within ten days. As 
soon as he was got rid of, the queen dowager introduced siit 
placed of coarse wrappering into her apartment, iii which she s6- 
tretly packed up her valuables. 

When the 23d of July arrived, she said, " To-morrow t com- 
ffyence my fast and thanksgiving ; therefore prepare every thing 
for six days that I shall have occasion for, as during thai time t 
shall not suffer any one to, see me.^ — She had already procured 
jGrom Nykopihg two side saddles covered with velvet for herself and 
her young waiting woman, which were concealed in the chamber of 
George Pagreln the page ; and fourteen days prior to. this period, 
the prudent qUeen had caused tvyo palfreys to be turned into the 
jKirk, under pretext that those nags ought to have grass, by which 
stratagem she avoided the risk and trouble of procuring horses from 
the royal stables ; and with a view to promote the great object of alt 
these preparations, she caused a covered way to b6 made from her 
chambers to the gardens, of such an extent, that she could go a con- 

* See Lewie Goldsmith^s Crimes of Cabinets, p. 16* 
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was made the scoff of those debased wretches her 
kusbarufs favorite associates. The queen, however, 
kept her shame and sorrow to herself; and strove 
when in public, to dress her face in smiles ! And 
so complete an adept in the practice of the most 
profound dissimulation was Gustavus, that wheii 

siderabie way, and which she contrived so, that no one could observe 
her when she walked under it: this was finished only four days 
previous to her last long fast I 

The 33d. July being come, provisions and necessaries to serve 
for six days were carried into the q^ueen's apartment : into which she 
went with a young lady named Bulowein, who, the preceding 
year, had arrived from Denmark to take service with Maria £lea- 
nora. But at night, the covered passages concealing their move- 
ments, and the nags prepared, the one for herself and Miss Bu- 
lowein, and the other for the page George Pagreln, and a Danish 
painter, the party got off undiscovered, and passing by Trosa, went 
to a farm about two leagues distance, called Dargenge, where it was 
pretended that the queen dowager was the daughter of a citizen 
of N^koping, and the Danish painter her lover, whose parents 
would not permit her to marry him, and he had prevailed on 
her to quit her country to go with him over sea: their horses, 
saddles, pistols, and riding coats they left at this farm ; those were 
sent forward by a messenger ; and on Friday the party went into a 
boat and proceeded six leagues, where they found a galliot, on which 
they went on board ; and afler sailing two leagues in this vessel, they 
reached two Danish ships of war that were waiting for them, on 
board of which the queen and her party went ; and on Saturday, 
which was St. Jacob*s day, the 25th of July, the ships of war sailed 
away. 

The country people stated, that all the men who were in the boat 
or upon the galliot, as well ^ the men of war, spoke pure Danish| 
and that the queen shed tears in profusion wben she left the fiurm- 
house at Dargenge. The Danish paintef sstid to k«r m Swedish, 
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^ey met in public^ which was as seldom as pes- 
sible, he acted the part of a fond, nay, even an uxu- 
rious husband! Detestable hypocrite ! — I have seen 
the arch dissembler practising those blandish* 
ments, and my blood boiled with indignation at the 
sight, — and that ; even after he had endeavoured in 
vain to undefrmine her honor, and prevail upon her 
to receive a friend of his as her favored lover to 
provide>n heir to his throne ! and ; even after he 

** Do not weep, my love, tranquillize your mind : rest assared 
every thing will terminate happily," — ^The whole of her party whea 
she embarked amounted to thirty persons. The young lady BuLO wein 
left her knife and a silver sheath behind her, upon which her name 
was engraved at length. 

On the 29th of July, the marshal of her palace, Ivar Nilson, 
returned from Stromsholm, and inquired what the queen dowager 
was about The ehaplain, the Rev. Mr. Tanck, replied, ^' God 
alone knows how thai is : when I perform divine service, and prayed 
and sung outside her door ; she rejoined, and sung within so as to be 
heard ; and all who were with her inside joined chorus ; but now 
when I sing without, I am not as usual, answered by any one 
within.'^ The ma]:8har8 lady said, ^^ My chamber is under the 
queen's, and I hear no one walk over head : God knows if she be 
sick, or how it is with her/' Then they went and knocked hard at 
the door of the anti-room ; but jfinding that no one answered, they 
broke open the door, and there stood her majesty's cfiests, trunks, 
drawers, and cabinets all open, and the keys therein, but all com- 
pletely empty: she had taken all her plate, trinkets, jewels; and 
also the wedding state-bed, which the king her husband of glorious 
memory. had caused to be made for her, that cost three thousand 
dollars; she left behind eight silver keys, and other articles of inferior 
value. About eight years after this event, the Queen Dowager 
Maria jBleonora was fetched back to Sweden in a line of battle ihip^ 

d2 
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had solemnly divorced her, and she was become 
the wife of Baron Muncke, no longer his queen 
but his subject 1 

But to return : Louisa Ulrica* unhappy in the 
secret vices of her sons, particularly Gustavus^ and 
-Duke Charles of Sodermanland * (now Charles the 
Thirteenth,} thought herself comparatively happy 
in the affectionate regards of aii only daughter, 
the Princess Sophia Albertina. She was indeed 
a charming woman, and worthy a different fate ! 
It was the lot of this lovely and amiable princess, 
^to possess a heart full of sensibility^ which, even 
the formalities of royalty could not extinguish. 
Many princely suitors, some of them sovereigns^ 
sought her hand, but not feeling any affection for 
either, she nobly declared she would rather forego 
her rank and title, and descend from the palace to 
a cottage, than marry a man she could not love. 
Such was the propriety of her demeanor, that the 

commaiided liy Admiral Eric Ryning. Tbe cdubsellor of state, Eric 
Gylienstjema, was abo aetit on board tbe same ship with Admiral 
Rymng to oonducC her majesty hoine/'— 

<' Mr. Bkhohii, iii bis Critical aiid Historical Essaya relative Ip 
tl\e History and Language of Sweden; the 3rd collection, p. l95, 
has introduced a narrative of this tralMction w-pubKshed 1760." 

The interest of this naitifitive is diminished by the Want of ex* 
planafioD as to the motives which impelled the tiueen to adopt so; 
extraordinary an expedie|tt as her flight ; or what induced her to re- 
turn. When ^e fled, her daughter, Que^ Christina was only 
fourteen years of age, consequently in her jomority. Ed, 

* See biographical sketch of CHiarles the Thirteenth,*^ Appendix 
4 and 5. 
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tongue of calumny, which so much delights in 
endeavouring to sully the fame of high-born and 
beautiful ladies, had not even breathed upon her 
virgin fame. At length the day arrived that she 
surrendered her heart to an accomplished and 
virtuous foreigner who appeared at her brother's 
court. They were privately married, and every 
thing was ready for their flight : but cruel >vsls the 
blow that awaited the anxious pair, b^r husband 
suddenly expired — expired the very day preceding 
that appointed for their flight; and the priest who 
Jhad married them, and an old domestic who had 
witnessed the ceremony^ were no where to be 
,fo«nd. In an instant the unhappy princes, was 
bereft, not only of her youthful and adored hus- 
^ band, but the means of proving that she was a 
wife. The shock nearly deprived her of life 
and reason; but she survived, and to complete 
lier misery, found herself pregnant. To cut the 
story short : after mature deliberation, the widow- 
ed, bride made a confidant of the young and 
amiable Duchess of Sodermanland, who advised her 
to conceal her pregnancy ; offering to take on herr 
self the appearance, and adopt as her*s, tibe child 
' with which Albertina was teeming. The plan was 
acceded to ; the pregnancy of tlie young duehess 
was officially announced, and public thanksgivings 
ordered in the churches of Sweden.* The cannon 
are said to have been loaded that were intended to 

* VideCbaractenajyd Anecdotesofthe Coi^rtof Swedeo, vol. L p./7. 
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celebrate her happy delivery, when an event took 
place that spoiled the well conducted project of 
the two exalted females, and, according to the 
author of the work just alluded to*, ''put the king 
as well as the duke out of humour'' — expressions that 
strongly corroborate the conjecture that, whoever 
was the father of the expected infant, the king 
and the duke were both privy to the intended 
adoption of Albertina's child. The immediate 
cause of its failure was, that the queen dowager 
{" and thereto hangs a tale'' full of the marvellous,) 
suspected the reality of the assumed pregnancy. 
Knowing that the duke could not have been its 
cause, «md Relieving the duchess to be a virtuous 
women, she guessed at the fraud, and its object, that 
was already so far advanced. Louisa Ulrica was bold, 
firm, open, and decisive in her conduct and resolves, 
Without regard to private feelings, she was bent on 
defeating this project,, which she threatened to ex- 
pose. Despotic as he was, Gustavus could not aviert 
the blow. The Friherre Benzelstjerna, one of thej 
secretaries of state, was the bearer of the queen 
dowager's stern message to the young and playful 
duchess^ which could not be parried. " Well!" 
said she, ** if it is not at present, it may occur here- 
after>" — and the same day it was announced, thatt 
the duchess had, from inexperience, mistaken her 
situation, and been deceived by 'a false conception t 

♦ Vide Characters and Anecdotes of the Court of Sweden^ 
.Tol. i. p. 7. • 
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—Meantime the princess Albertina was secretly dcT 
Uvered of a fine female child, which, reared as th9 
posthumous daughter of a burger of Stockholm, 
under the protection of its accomplished and amiable 
mother, is known in the court of the princess, as 

Miss F— : Whilst these stratagems were 

formed, and frustrated ; year after year rolled away> 
and still Sophiei Magdalena remained a ^ mourning 
bride.' Though pommand^d by the king to hold 
Jevees and receive the nobility ; though gratified 
with splendid dresses, and attended with the ut-* 
most pomp v^henever she went out from her 
palaces, there was still a vacuum in the heart, that 
neither power nor pageajatry could supply ! Shfe 
h^d heen ekven years tlte wif<^ of a man, who had 
never yet consummated his marriage! But this 
strange story runs away with me ; — I am losing sight 
of the lovely Matilda, and the reflections into which 
l)er melancholy destiny hurried me, and describ- 
ing events too minutely for a sketch like this. 
SuflBice it therefore to say, that the false and per- 
jured king, finding that an heir was necessary to 
give stability to the government he had formed, 
adopted the extraordinary expedient of proposing 
to his wife f;hat she should admit bis bosom friend 
Major Muncke^-to her bed!!!— Such is the odious 
complexion of this assertion, that those happy 
people that have been reared where the decencies 
of life are more prized than its luxuries, will spurn 
this as a base and foul aspersion on the memory 
pf Gustavus the Third. But this is not the case. 
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and Ihave as much belief in its truth, as in the 
truth of the assassination of that splendid and de- 
praved monarch. 

When the graceful Abelard wooed the lovely and 
yielding Elosia, the suit of tl^at eloquent lover 
couM not be urged with more ardour, than this 
strange mortal sued for his own dishonour. With 
tears suborned, and sighs that seemed to rise from 
a heart oppressed with grief and shame, he con- 
fessed that physical inability alone had kept him 
from her bed ; and to bring her the readier ove^ 
to his vile ends, he insinuated that his own mothe/ 
was the wilful source of his misfortune. Although 
it is hard to believe he was not privy to the expe^ 
dient that was frustrated by the masculine firm- 
ness of his mother ; the insidious king imputed it 
to the ambition of the Duke and Duchess of Soder- 
manland, and strove hard to impress her with the 
-belief that the stability of his throne depended on 
her consent. He offered her a ^ letter of ItcenceJ and 
to be sworn to eternal secrecy. The queen, how- 
ever, knew the dissembler too well to trust her 
honor in his keeping. Covered with blushes, 
trembling from the force of conflicting passions, 
almost unable to speak, and not daring to trust 
herself to look at the recreant king, she mad^e 
signs for him to retire and afford her time to 
recal her agitated spirits. When next they met, 
the queen mustered courage to tell him, that 
leaving duly considered of his extraordinary pro- 
posal, she thought he ought first to divorce heP| 
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and then marry her to. Major Muncke, adding, 
if faig majesty pleased so to do^ she was willing 
to meet his wishes; if not^ the religious and 
moral principles in which she had been reared, 
and of which she had never lost sight, would 
for ever prevent her acceding upon any other 
terms. The king» unable to move her from these 
terms, yielded with a good grace. To give a 
color to the reconciliation of this singular pair^ it 
was given out that whilst the king was in Finland, 
by means of a young minion named Rosensteiny 
he discovered that his queen, whom he had ac- 
cused of being deficient in love and tenderness, 
was the reverse of all this, and distractedly fond 
of her beloved Gustavus. My fair countrywo*- 

man, Madame , who was paid suiBciently 

well to console her for the execrations of a people 
she never liked, or intended to see ogain; was 
accused, and pleaded guilty to the charge of 
having falsely transcribed the queen's letters, of 
omitting all the tender sentences they contained, 
and foisting upon the generous and deceived 
monarch her ow^ base language.^ In short, the 
lawyers and parsons made quick work of the 

* A narmtive of tliis fabricatioB will be found at length in 
Appendix (3). About 1811, a work was printed in Paternoster 
JIqw, entitled, *^ Letters of the Swedish Court,^^ grounded aitoge^ 
ther upon this (able, and copied from RisteFs work. The booh' 
maker piodestly pretended this little volume was translated from the 
priginal letters, h}it were, by some wonderful chance, thrown into 
^is hands by the revolution in Swedex) of }dQ9, Editor^ 
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divorce ; and on that day, wh6n the good people 
of Stocl^holm were invited to meet the king and 
queen in Ridd^rlolm church, to return to God 
their solemn thanks for this happy reconciliatian ; 
on that day, and in that church, in the royal pew, 
the ex-queen who had been legally divorced, 
was solemnly married to Major Muncke. The 
most brilliant festivities followed ; and, from this 
pseudo marriage that extraordinary being, Gus^ 
tavu^ the Fourth, Adolphus, owes his existence* * 
Such t has been the fate of the sister of Chrisi- 
tian, our imbecile king. She is yet acknowledged 

* See Appendix, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, for sketches of the life and reign 
of Gustavus the Fourth, Adolphus. 

t This circumstance is well known to the princ^l statesmen of 
Europe, and was the real cause of his abdication in 1809. 

As a lasting monument of his frien&hip and affection for 
Major Muiicke, the king gave the name of MunckejCs Backen 
(Muncke^s hill) to a huge mass of naked granite, that was left in 
its pristine state when the costly garden at Drottningholm was con- 
structed. The gpsce qf ground was covered with huge rocks, on a 
barren unwholesome morass. The rocks of granite w^re blown up ; 
the morass, at an eiiormous expence, was underdrained ; and the 
surface, made smooth and level, was covered with a fine vegetable 
soil. To denote its native wildness, one hideous mass lifted its naked 
bead in this wilderness of sweet flowers and shrubs. It was a good 
idea, and had a fine effect Soon after the birth of the pseudo 
crown prince, now Count Gottorp, late Gustavus the Fourth, this 
rock was wholly covered with eu-th, and made into a regular circular 
eminence, covered with green sward and planted on basket beds with 
dirubs and flowers, Upop {ta crest, oq a fine pe^lestal of Swedish 
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as queen of Sweden, What is become of Muncke 
1 know not. It is reasonable to suppose, that he 
stood bound by the strongest obUgations never 
to claim the privileges of a husband, after the 
purpose was answered for which he was ap- 
pointed; and that he was not, in any way, to 

.granite, stands a groupe in ci^rrara marble, large as life, represeni* 
ing Gustavus tho Third, and his friend Jiiuncke in the characters 
of Castor and Pollux. This piece of statuary (that is not to be 
compared with Sergei's or Canova's works,) was executed in 
Italy, having been ordered by the king in 1783, when on his 
travels in that country. The figure to the right was mtended fpr 
the king ; that to the lefl, for Muncke. The savage rpck, oqc9 
naked and unproductive, now decorated by flowers and shrubs, 
and shaded by beautifol trees, were perhaips intended as symbols, 
^rst of the queen's sterility, and next of her fruitfulness, when com** 
mitted to the hands of Count Muncke. 

A third source of strong corroborating evidence exists in the 
mysterious * Iron Chest,' mentioned by Sir John Carr and otlier 
northern travellers, that is preserved in a room belonging to th^ 
library of the University of Upsala, whether inviolately^ after the 
revolution of 1809 may be questioned. The contents of thi^ 
chest is known to few who are now living, (except it has beei| 
opened as before observed.) Sir John Carr, with his usual 6a*r 
gacity, says, '* Conjecture and expectation frequently hover over 
this case^ which will one day unfold to Sweden much interesting 
memoir and literary treasure." It would be presumption to speak 
too decidedly on so doubtful a point, but my opinion is grounded on 
that of the patriots of Sweden who effected the revolution of 1809, 
which drove a weak and imbecile tyrant from his throne : i. e. that 
this chest contains the secret history of the birth of that prince* 
Tlie chest was ordered to be kept unopened till' half a century had 
* expired ; and there is no proof that even then, it was directed that its 
secret should be made public. The chest is large ; has three iockij; 
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ditrulge to the children whom the queen might have 
by him, that Gustavus the Third, was not their 
sire! nor, in the event of the king's death, ever 
to claim his supposed widow. AU these very^ 
hard conditions he probably fuUilIed. I believe 
that Muncke isi a Finlander by birth ; and I have 
heard that he is now residing there on an estate 
bestowed upon him by Gustavus the Third. Other 
accounts say that he has been assassinated ; which 
of these accounts be the truth, or if either account 
be correct, I am unable to determine, A» to the 
personal character of thispseudo son of Gusjavuj^, 
he is said to posses$ no great nor splendid quality ; 
but, on the contrary, to be stubborn, penurious, and 
mean in his disposition ; irritable in his temper, 
and a complete bigot in matters of Religion *♦ 

and keys, and was scaled by the preseot king when he was appointed 
regent ; — by the University great seal ; and by the Ryks Drotts or 
Lord Chancellor of Sweden. The keys were deposited, one with 
the eovereiga for the time being ; one with the Ryks Drotts or 
lord chancelk)r, and the third with the University of Upeala. So 
many formalities and precautions would scarcely have been taken 
to preserve the royal manuscripts ; if they were merely of a literary 
nature. Editor. 

* An interesting account of the visit of^lhe regent and pseuda 
sovereign of Sweden to the court of the late empress Catherine the 
Second, will be found in Appendix 6. Mes8r;B. Maseons, from whose 
Tolume it i^ transcribed, have recorded the facility with which 
this young king put the greatest public affront on Catherine that 
she ever sustained, in rejecting her fiur and youth&l gr«id- 
daught^, when the court was asBembled in grand gala, and thi?. 
briite was waiting him at the altar; tmi this upon a point pf reU» 
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But to return to our Danish queen Matilda. 
That atrocious woman Juliana Maria failing in 
her hellish projects against the life of her royal 
step-son, th^ crafty, cruel, and unrelenting WO7 
m^n insidiously and but too successfully endea- 
voured to enfeeble both his udind and body: 
thereby to render him not only unfit to rule a 
nation, but physically unable to leave an heir, of 
his own begetting, to the crown of Denmark. A 
mode of destruction more cruel than any of her 
former attempts to destroy the unfortunate 
princein his 4ays of childhood and adolescence. I 
%ve read, in the interesting letters of the Countess 
d'Aunoy, that the mo/Aer of Charles the Second, of 
Spain, wilfully and wickedly destroyed the intellec- 
tual and physical powers of that prince, to prolong 
her own reign as queen regent ! " The whple life 
of that wretched being (Charles) from ^is cradle 

gion that was not of vital importance to either, party, and was 
capable of arrangement. He was right in resisting the en- 
croaching power of Catherine, but surely he might have done it in 
a way less offensive to her innocent grand-daughter ( This afiront, 
howeyer, has since been too fully avenged by the triumph of 
RuB^n |>ower, in wresting Finland from the feeble hand of Gus- 
tavus ; and the present emperor Alexander, may be said to hav« 
rejected Frederica Dorothea, the beautiful, virtuous, and divorced 
queen of this eccentric prince ; who, at an early period of her life, 
was, with her sister, actually sent from Baden to St. Petersburg 
for examination and selection! What base subserviency in the 
grand duke of Baden ! It is not singular that our Danish •commen- 
tator, on the unhappiness of royal females, seized on this disgusting 
picture «f regal meanness. Editor. 
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to his grave," says the Countess d'Aunoy, ** might 
be termed one continual malady. The formation 
of his mind, was of the two, more infirm than that 
of his body; and he was kept by the queen 
mother in such profound ignorance, that he knew 
neither the names, situation, nor the extent of the 
provinces and cities that composed the kingdom 
of Spain, When he was about fifteen years of 
age, he happened to exhibit some faint sparks of 
intellectual energy ; when, alarmed at the prog- 
nostication, the wicked wretch is accused of 
having caused some pernicious drugs to -be 
mixed with his chocolate, the effect of which was^ 
to stupify and debilitate the understanding." In 
one point, this infamous mother went beyond 
Juliana Maria in crime, because it was her own ' 
child whom she thus cruelly devoted to destruc- 
tion ; and in the case of the queen dowager, she 
was only a step-mother to the being, whose des- 
truction she sought with unwearied perseverance, 
and unrelenting hatred.* After this long and tor- 

* Transactions black as these are by no means rare occurrences 
in regal courts, although, from the shackled state of the press in de^ 
qpotic monarchies, and the rank and power of the delinquents, they 
are not, as they ought to be, held up to universal obloquy and 
execration. The electress Dorothea, step-mother to Frederick the 
First of Pinissia, was accused of having attempted to poison that 
prince ; failing in which design, she strove to deprive him of his in- 
heritance, in favour of her own son, by unjustly exciting the re- 
sentment of his father against him. The scandalous conduct of the 
queen of Charles the Sixth with Godoy, the ci divant life gtutrds- 
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tuous digression, I shall once more return to the 
eventful and tragical history of queen Matilda, 
from her arrival on our shores to her melancholy 
exile to Zell, where she died. 

mauj of Madrid, might be quoted as additional proofe that the pos- 
eesBion of a regal crown is no preventive against the worst of pro- 
pensities. 



I . 



48 8£CB£T HISTORT OF TH£ 



CHAP. IV. 

Matildas Reception in Denmark. — The Machina-' 
tions of Juliana Maria. — Weakness and Depravity 
of Christian the Seventh. — ITis Motive Jor setting 
out on his Travels. — His Adventures in Amster* 
dam and London. 

It was neither the powerful connexions^ the 
high lineage^ nor the ample dowry which this 
young and interesting princess brought to my 
country that commanded universal admiration 
and esteem^ but her youths her innocence^ her 
beauty, and her modest, retiring, graceiul de-^ 
meanour^ that fascinated all who saw her. The 
venerable mother of Frederick the Fifth* could 
not suppress emotions tainted by envy on be- 
holding the lovely girl ; but the enmity of Sophia 
Magdalena was harmless, compared to the intense 
malice that glowed in the bosom of Juliana, 
whose heart wa* torn by hatred, jealousy, and dis- 
appointed ambition at the moment when, with 
well dissembled smiles, and flattering blandish^ 
ments, she hailed Matilda as the consort of 

* Sophia Magdalena, consort to Christian the Stxti), wad then 
66 years of age* Juliana Maria was in her 38th year. 
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Christian the Seventh. This task, however pain- 
ful, she performed in her best style, and if her 
malice had not been as much a matter of noto- 
riety, as her ambition, Matilda might have be- 
lieved she should find an affectionate friendi 
a second mother in, Juliana Maria; to whos^ 
odious machinations the vices of the yomig 
monarch wete principally oMring* This cruel 
step-mother artfully masked her own ambitious 
desire of reigning, under the plausible pretext of 
regard to the wel&ire of her 9on. But Juliana's 
known qualities forbid the belief that it viras for 
his sake she meditated and committed so many 
black crimes. The intellectual faculties of Chris- 
tian the Seventh, till eclipsed by eiKcessive de^ 
bauchery, were strong and brilliant ; her son's, on 
the contrary, dull and feeble ; hence, this artful 
woman knew, that if she could ^ocure the <;rown 
for her son, the sovereignty would be all her own/ 
It is diflScult to say with precision, if Matilda 
ever felt real affection towards her h\iisband« It 
is, however, but too certain that he had little 
regard for her ; for he continued secretly to visit 
the same impure haunts of loose women to which 
he resorted before marriage, ^d here again 
the malice of his implacable enemy was too suc- 
cessfully played off; for those ticentious cour- 
tiers whom she purposely placed in his way, used 
all their efforts to detach him from his young 
bride; finding feult with her complexion, her 
manners, and omitting no opportunity of exciting 

£ 
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indifference in hopes of its soon becoming con« 
firmed disgust. 

The conduct of Matilda, on her arrival at 
Denmark, was such as left no room but for . ap* 
probation : possessing much of that hauteur by 
which her family are distinguished, she certainly 
did not forget the dignity of her station. Whilst 
the king, descending from his rank, made com* 
panions of his gay young courtiers, Matilda 
exacted all the homage from the ladies of her 
court to which her exalted station entitled her. 
She seemed more fond of the shew and pageantry 
of royalty than desirous of political influence* 
Notwithstanding the vices of her husband, as he 
had a large futid of good*nature and generosity, she 
might have avoided' the calamity that too soon 
overtook her, had it not been for the intrigues 
of conflicting nobles emulous for power; and 
the ceaseless intrigues of Juliana Maria. The 
Acclamations that resounded wherever Matilda 
appeared in public, smot« the envious heart of 
Juliana as the death-bell of her ambitious hopes 
of securing the crown of Denmark for prince 
Frederick, who was then in his 13th year. Still 
she did not relinquish her darling project. Her 
malice, ever fertile, her hopes, ever buoyant, 
impelled her to pursue her destined victims^ 
Even amidst the enthusiastic popularity of Ma- 
tilda's, first reception in the colossal palace of 
Christiansborg, the wicked step-mother was 
secretly preparing means, whereby she hoped to 
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effect the destruction of the hated pair, on whose 
youth, levity, and' inexperience, her impious 
hopes of their ruin were founded. She was 
overwhelmed by secret grief, when the marriage 
between young Christian and Matilda was con-^ 
summated ; but then, one great source of hope 
remained in the ravages which an excessive 
indulgence in illicit pleasures had made on his 
constitution: and inexpressible was the mental 
torture she underwent, when the pregnancy of the 
young bride was officially announced. Her 
hopes were blasted by the tidings that filled all 
Denmark with exaltation ; for nothing was more 
dreaded by the cultivated and liberal part of the 
community than seeing her own son ascend 
the throne. For upwards of two months she 
buried herself as it were in her palace of Fredem^ 
horgihvit which edifice might, with more pro- 
priety have been termed pandemonium from the 
iniquitous designs of its owner and her agents.-^ 
To complete her dismay, on tlie 28th of January, 
1768, the thunder of a thousand pieces of ordi- 
nance, from the forts and fleets of Zealand, pro- 
claimed the safe delivery of the young queen, and 
the birth of a male child. 

Juliana Maria was never popular ; and when 
her notorious partiality in favor of her son, 
and her secret attempts to set aside the heir 
apparent to her husband's throne, were kno\ni 
in Denmark, she became an object of general 
dislike. Every one foresaw that if Christian the 

£ 2 
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Seventh, died without male issue^ this am^i^ 
tious woman would exercise the sovereign power 
in Denmark in the name of her son Fredericks 
These considerations operated with powerful aud 
genial influence in favour of Matilda. Juliana 
would perhaps have expired of chagrin amidst 
the blaze of illuminated palaces, and the shouts 
of applauding multitudes, had it not been comr 
municated to her that Christian was weary of his 
bride : that his constitution had been so deeply im* 
paired by his debaucheries, as left but little room 
for her to fear he would ever beget another dbild» 
As to the infant just born, it was of a slight 
frame, and rather feeble and sickly than rqbust ; 
and therefore the more liable to fell a prey to 
some of the many serious maladies to which 
infants are subject. On such contingencies she 
supported an existence that was scarcely toler- 
^le: with such fuel she strove to feed the 
expiring embers of her hopes of ruling Denmark 
in the name of her son. 

The imbecility of the worn-out boy, his corrupt- 
ed morals, and aversion to his wife, were the 
real sources of that expensive tour which, a few 
months after the birth of his son. Christian the 
Seventh made through Holland, Great Britain, 
France, and Germany. The motive assigned 
was to acquire wisdom, to perfect himself in 
th^ art of governing ; and gather, from a personal 
review of foreign institutions, materials for the 
improvement of those estabhs^d in Denmark, tir 
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suggestions for new ones. He yisited William the 
FifiJn, then recently married to a haughty and ty-> 
raanical princess of Prussia^ whose pride and inso- 
leiice, in a few years time, inrolved her weak 
good imtnred husband in a contest with the 
burgers of Amsterdam and other cities, that led 
to the inlrasion of Holland by the Prussian army 
in. 1787; and ultimately to die expulsion of the 
princes of the House of Orange. It has evei" 
been my opinion that this little repubUc contained 
more useful institutions than all the monarchies 
of Europe put together. Oh those, our young 
king had but little tim^ for observafion and re* 
flection; and the want of superior intellect in his 
cousin, William the ¥i£ih, rendered it impossible 
to derive uselul instruction in the art of govern- 
ing from that source, who was himself governed 
by his wife, and the cabinets of Berlin and St. 
James's. The time he passed tGere, was consumed 
by a succession of splendid feasts, and delightful 
excursions by land and water. Whilst he was in 
Amsterdam, he gave Count Bernstorff, and all his 
suite, the slip; and, disguised as an English 
sailor, went with Count Holcke to the Rondeel, 
a temple consecrated to cyprian traf&c, where he 
supported his assumed character with great 
spirit, in every point save one. Not content with 
this frolic, they bent their steps to the Pyl, (arrow) 
a noted brothel in the Pyl Steeg, whera a 
bevy of mercenary beauties crowded round the 
strangers ;> one of whom, deceived by the faif , 
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complexion of our king and his efFeniinate app^tr- 
ance, accused him of being a lady come in disguise 
to witness their mysteries, and she was proceed- 
ing to disrobe her temporary lover, when she 
perceived a rich silken vest, and a star and blue 
riband beneath his sailor^st jacket, and at the 
same moment his flaxen locks fell about his shoul- 
ders. In a moment he was recognized as Count De 
Travendahl. The youthful king of Denmark per- 
ceiving he was detected past retrieval, flung a 
handful of ducats on the floor, and whilst the girls 
yrere scrambling for the golden prize, the king 
and Count Holcke ran down stairs, leaped over 
the hatch door, and malcing good use of theit 
heels, avoided all pursuers. 

From Holland, the gay and giddy you'th pro- 
ceeded by Antwerp and Brussels to Calais, where 
a royal yatch, the Mary, > Captain Cambelly 
awaited his arrival, to convey this brother-in^aw 
of George the Third to Dover. One of hi^ 
chamberlains proceeded as an avant courier to 
St. James's* to announce the arrival of the Royal 

* Christun the Seventh was lodged in those appartments in 
*the Stable-yard that are now occupied by the Duke of Clarence^ 
and where the king of Prussia was lodged when he visited thii 
metropolis in the summer of 1814. When Count Holcke, a gay, 
extravagant, dissipated ydung nobleman, first saw the exterior of 
the place, he exclaimed, *^ By God thin will never do : it is not Jit 
to lodge a CHRISTIAN in 1^ When he saw the interior the count was 
less dissatisfied : ah impression not to be wondered at ; the exti'emfe 
splendor of Cbristianborg pakce being fre^ in liis memory, com- 
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Dane, and see that the accommoda.tiQns were 
suited to his master's taste. A train of royal 
carriages and domestics were sent down to Dover, 
to convey the king and his numerous suite to 
London ; but such was his impatience to see jthe 
&med metropolis of Great Britain, that he de* 
dined those Sumptuous vehicles, and travelled in 
post chaise. Having heard that the clergy and 
corporation of Canterbury and Rochester intended 
to receive him with all possible pomp, he was 
thrown almost in a pas^sion, npt being at all 
partial to formaUties of any kind ; and, as to the 
clergy, as a body, he held them in ;contempt, and 



pdred with whicli, St. James's aj^ared, meaa and iasignificant. 
The Danish monarch hired his horses of a man named Baker, who 
died about the year 1797, a master hackney-coachman in Bond- 
street. This pei-son drove the king's carriage in his peregri- 
nations aboot the metrop(>li8. He used to take a pride in shewing 
himself to (hose females who seemed most desirous to see his royal 
person: from some of these, who supposed he could not under- 
stand them, he occasionally met with coarse compliments, such as 
*' What a little Jack-a-dandy !'* '• What a squinny thing it is, cfec." 
ail which he took in perfect good humour. One day, as his coach 
drove to the door of his residence, ^ fine looking girl burst through 
the doable' line of attendants, caught the king of Denmark in .her 
arms as he leaped from his carriage, and kissing him heartily daid, 
" Now kill me if you please^ I can die contented since I have kissed 
the prettiest fellow in the world.'' The king, far from being 
offended, gently disengaged himself from her embrace, and ran 
laughing and skipping up stairs. He used to carry gold coms in 
4me pocket, and silver in another, which he gave away^ oft^ b^i 
bandiuls to those who attracted his notice. Editor, 
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spoke of them with derision. He said to Oouiit 
BernstorfF, '' The last king of Denmark who 
entered Canterbury, laid the city in ashes, and 
ma.ssacred the inhabitants. Would to God they 
had recollected this^ and would let me pass 
quietly through their venerable town where our 
ancestors have committed so many crimes* Is it 
conformable to etiquette I should appear by 
proxy ? If so, pray let me proceed to announce 
ymr approach, and be you my proxy. Really the 
unwieldy pomp, and pedantic speeches of the 
priests and the burgers, fill me with dreadful 
apprehensions : if this is inadmissible, and I must, 
sooner or later, undergo this visitation, may it 
not be deferred till I return to this port for em- 
barkation ? believe me the thing would be infinitely 
more agreeable, and quite as useful, and one 
ceremony would do for all ?" The count told him 
with a smile, that the good citizens of Canter- 
bury would find less difficulty in forgeting all 
the outrages suffered by their ancestors, than in 
being deprived of the honor of making him a 
speech, and kissing his royal hand. Finding 
there was no escape, he entreated the count to 
intimate beforehand that the king had a mortal 
antipathy to long speeches. 

In disposition, person, manners, and habits. 
Christian the Seventh was the reverse of his cou- 
sin and brother-in-law George the Third, whose 
lepufaurky and dignified demeanour^ were objects of 
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ridicule to our wild and giddy king, and his disso- 
lute associates; and instead of his example reclaim- 
mg Christian from vicious habits, he laughed at 
hsm as a domestic quiz — alike void of elegance or 
spirit. 

As the periodical publications of the^day pre- 
sent a faithful detail of the festivities, and illumi- 
nations, balls, concerts, and masquerades, military 
and nautical spectacles,— and tours by land, and 
excursions by water that occurred ih England in 
honour of our young king, and marked the popu- 
larity he enjoyed ; it would be superflucms to go 
into those events : he was pleased with the Dutch ; 
but the English quite amazed and fascinated the 
wild and giddy boy. The dazzling whirl of dissi- 
pation in which his hours were passed, was enough 
to turn the brain of a wiser head than his : such 
a r£^id succession of splendid spectacles was 
calculated to pall the {^nses, enervate the frame, 
and exhaust the animal spirits of him who was 
the idol of the day, the object of all those joyous 
scenes of dissipation. Out of every twenty-four 
hours, eighteen at least were thus employed! 
Where then was the leisure for the voluptuous 
youth to glean lessons of wisdom, and store -hia 
mind with knowledge. Unlike Telemachus, the 
royal wanderer had no Mentor but his own un- 
bridled passions, — no pilots, but servile courtiers, 
who, to gratify their sovereign flattered every folly, 
and sought with lamentable avidity, even in the 
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pa^hs of infamy and vice, the means of making; 
themselves useful or agreeable. * His errors and 
yices are, however, entitled to mtore than ordinary 
indulgence, so much pains having been taken to 
eradicate the seeds of virtue from his mind, and 
render him an adept in the exercise of libertinism 
and profligacy. 

Whilst Christian w^s in Londob, he kcted aa 
he used to dp in Copenhagen, namely> visited iii, 
disguise the haunts of courtesans of every class ; 
from the purlieus of St James's to the lanes in 
Wapping, and the cellars of St. Giles's. His 
youthful bride, his child, his rank, his health, ali 
ivere forgotten. These nocturnal rambles in search 
of adventures were generally commenced after 
midnight ; and after the king had been exhausted 
by twelve or fourteen hours spent in paying or 
receiving visits pf ceremony; in promenades^ 
drives, ot dances. He opened the ball given at 
Sipn House by the Duk^ of Northumberland, with 
his sister-in-law, the Queen of Great Britain ; he 
danced with the Princesses of Saxe Gotha, and 
the Duchess of Ancaster ; and within an hour after* 
quitting those scenes of regal grandeur, he would 
throw off his gorgeous habilements ; disguise hi9 

* In the Walpoliana, vol. ii* p, 94, is the following article^ 
headed — " Court Promises," — " I have sent the Strawbeny Hill 
Books to the Prince of Denmark, as I was requested, except the 
Anecdotes of Painting ; which I was forced to buy at a high price 
to ]N*e8ent to the King of Poland; I have no answer from Den- 
mark which I much wonder at/' 
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tank by the dress of a sailor; and making the best 
of his way to St. Giles's, join in the rude dance of 
labourers and their lasses with as mueh glee as if 
he had never moved in a higher sphere : for which 
performance, indeed, his formet rambles amongst 
the sailors of Copenhagen had qualified him« Count 
Hokke, in the same disguise as the king, and 
passing for his brother, accompanied Christiaii 
to these vulgar revels, and, on emergencies, pro-r 
tected hitn ; though, to give the young king his 
due, he was by no means deficient in personal 
courage. On such occasions the incognita some^^ 
times met with adventures that put his courage 
^nd forbearance to a severe test. It happened 
in St. Giles's, as he was going through a 
dance with a very fine healthy looking girl, who 
bad been crying cherries all day behind a barrow 
in the streets, a gigantic Irishman, her lover; 
gave him a slight blow, for presuming too far, calling 
him a foreign puppy, and bidding him keep his 
bands from the bosom of a girl that had an Irish^ 
man for her protector ! — in a moment the king 
returned the compliment : when Holcke stepping 

between the combatants, toid the assailant he 

• 

must turn his rage on him, as his brother was 
no match for a man of his strength. By J—- — , 
exclaimed the Irishman, your brother is a hero ; 
and I am sorry I gave him the pat; here's my 
hand and my heart; I am ashamed of having 
hit you, and if you will but forgive me, you 
shall bate me afterwards till you are tired ? 
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Instantly the king and his magnanimcXis eotoy 
dhook hands ; gin was called for ; Christian drank 
his glass to the girl whose modesty he had offen^ 
ded ; and whom he was, by the lover, invited td 
kiss as the pledge of peace. The Mow he had 
received called the blood into his fair and delicate 
cheeks ; the girl was a fine healthy looking bru*- 
nette though a good deal tanned ; the wild youth 
kissed her cherry Ups. and sUding his purse fuU 
of gold into her half exposed bosom, made good 
bis retreat followed by his associate Count Holcke^ 
laughing heartily at the adventure; — the blow 
giving the king less pain, than the heroism of the 
gigantic Irishman had excited admiration. Such 
was the manner in which Christian the Seventh 
passed his time in London, by which it may b« 
supposed that his health was more deeply im« 
paired: as to his morals, they were in so bad a 
state before he left Denmark, it was scarcely 
possible they could be further contaminated. If 
Christian the Seventh had adopted a disguise for 
the purpose of enabling him the better to observe 
the manners and morals of the middling and lower 
orders of British society ; he might have reaped 
abundance of amusement and much useful know** 
ledge of the world, of which princes in general 
are lamentably ignorant. But his motives had their 
source in those lascivious images which continu- 
ally floated in his mind, exciting his passions* 
whilst every day he became less capable of 
enjoying the frail beauties whose society he 
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«ou^t> pronu9ouously» ia Cleveland Row, or 
St. Catherine's. Like Tantalu3, though from a 
different cause, be was contmually tonnieoted; 
and his desire after wom^ii increased in pn^or* 
tioQ as bis strength decayed. Stimulants and 
restoraitives were in constant requiskion ; and the 
too celebrated Struensee, who attended Christian 
during this regal tour, saw, with unaffected sorrow, 
the certain misery he was drawing upon himself 
by practices alike ruinous to body suid soul: 
all his efforts were in vain, for the king, without 
restraint abandoned himself to those destructive 
habits, whose rapid progress within a couple of 
years, left him nothing but a shattered and debili- 
tated hulk, aiBieted in the morning of life with all 
the imbecility of body and mind incidental to 
extreme old age! — The condition of the king 
soon became known. His mother-in-law, the 
Princess Dowager of Wales, was amusing herself 
one day vrith a lady c^ her court, (to whom^ 
as it was conjectured for certain grati&catk>ns^ 
Christian had presented a superb set of jewels,) 
with telling fortunes by cards. Christian said to 
her '' My dear mother, how do you designate my 

majesty in your paper court?" — '^ Lady 

sakl the princess, with an arch smile, calls you 
the Sing of Diamonds r *' And what do you call 
Holcke," rejoined the conscious youth, colouring 
as he spoke. ^' Oh! by a title far more flattering ; 
tihat rake, who is so formidable to careful fathers 
and jealous husbands, is called, the King of Hearts/' 



^i SECRET HISTORY OP THE 

^* Then pray my dear mamma/' said Christian, — 
piqued by her ironical allu^ons, '' under which of 
the suits do you designate Lord Bute ? " — —This 
repartee, as severe as it Mras unexpected, crim*- 
scmed the face of the princess ; who soon after 
retired, evidently offended with her incorrigible 
son-in*law* 

One day Holcke and Christian the Seventh 
went to a well-known public-house, not far 
from the Bank, which was much frequented by 
Danish and Swedish ship-masters. Here they 
listened to the conversation of the company, 
^hich, as might be expected, was fall of wonder 
and admiration at the splendid festivities daily 
given in honor of Christian the Seventh. Count 
Holcke, who spoke German in its purity, aslrcd 
an old skipper what he thought of his king ; and 
if he were not proud of the honours paid to him 
by the English. '' I think," said he drily, '* that 
with such counsellors as CoutU Holcke, if he es- 
capes destruction it will be a miracle." ** Do you 
know Count Holcke, my friend," said the incognita, 
"as you speak of him thus familiarly Y* •* Only by 
report," said the Dime; " but every body in Copen- 
hagen pities the young queen, attributing the 
coolness which the king shewed towards her, ere 
he set out on this voyage, to the malice of Couiit 
Holcke ! '' The confusion of this minion may be 
easier conceived than described ; whilst the king, 
giving the skipper a handful of ducats, bade him 
speak the truth and shame the devil. The moment 



J 
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the king spoke in Danish, the skipper knew him ; 
and looking at him with love and reverence, said 
in a low, ^bdued tone : Forgive me. Sire, but I 
cannot forbear my tears to see you exposed tb 
the temptations of this vast and wicked metropo* 
lis, under the pilotage of the most dissolute noble-^ 
man of Denmark. Saying this, he retired, bow- 
ing profoundly to the king, and casting at Oount 
Holcke a look full of defiance and reproach. 
Holcke was a good deal confused, and not a little 
hurt, seeing the king in a manner countenanced 
the rudeness of the skipper. 

When the king returned to St. James's, he told 
^truensee what the blunt skipper had said respect- 
ing Count Holcke, whose reply was so ambigu- 
ous, it might be construed or explained more ways 
than one; yet, so obviously reflecting on the count 
as a person dangerous t6 the king, that the latter 
siaid, ** I thank you very sincerely, Mr. Physician, 
for these hints : I think I must transfer your ta- 
lents from the path you are now in, and make you 
a Conferentie Raad*; at the same time extending^ 
his hand to Struensee, who, bending his knee to 
the ground, gracefully touched ' it with his lips, 
saying, " Ah, my king ! seeing as I do every day 
the treachery of courtiers, and the slippery ground 
6n which favourites stand, wisdom warns me to 
shun the allurements of ambition." This was the 
first step towards the fall of Holcke, and the ad- 

* CpuQseUor of State. 
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vancieQient of Doctor Struenaee, which followed, 
but not imme^ately. Sira0ii^ee saw with secret 
tapture the brilliant path opening, to his yiew^ 
that rapidly led him to the highest pitch of for^ 
tune, m^d sudd^iri j precipitated him to the loweat 
depth of debasement and misery ! 

To give all the anecdotes thet I have heard« 
coiaaiected with the conduct of Christian thd 
Seventh, whilst he staid in England, would fiU 
a inoderate vedume. Some of the moat interest* 
ii^ are already before the world, and many i&ar^ 
are of a nature unfit for publication. The fctiow* 
ing is, I believe, original. For the better 9upply of 
his wants, the king had caused an unlimited credit 
to be opened with a very rich, but penurious 
merchant in the city, under the as^uiped name of 
Mr. Frederickson. Dressed as private gentle* 
men, th^ king and Count Holcke went to the 
merchaipkfs oounting-bouse and took iqp five thou^ 
sand pounds. The merchant was very desirous 
of knowing more of Mr. Frederickson: he even 
employed a lad to watch tfaoem; but in spite of his 
dexterity, the^strangers got off unperceived. It 
happened, as the same clerk who had attempted 
to watch the king and Count Holcke in the 
city, wail passing through St. James's palace, he 
saw the same gentlemen enter, by a private door, 
the building where the king ret^ded ; and asking 
a. sentinel on duty if he knew who they were, he 
was told they must belong to the Danish king) as 
no persons but his attendmO^ were allowed to pass 
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or repass at that door I Well pleased with thia 
discovery, the lad, as soon as he got home, com« 
tnunicated it to his master ; by whom it was told 
to his spouse, taken from the kitchen, and whose 
pride and arrogance was only surpassed by her 
ignorance. The wife urged her husband, when 
nejtt thone strangers called, to invite them to tea^ 
she being much inclined to adt them to shew her 
the king and his apartments; and the hnsband 
the more readily agreed, as he conjectured, that 
this Mr. Frederickson might take up the money 
to lend to the king on very advantageous terms. 
Hius, though from very different causes, the mer^ 
chant and his wife were alike desirous of cultivate 
tsg the acquaintance of the mysterious stranger. 

The next time Mr. Frederickson called, he 
again demanded a very large sum, for which th^ 
merchant gave htm la check on his banker. The 
tnan of business had barely time to ask them to 
take a cup of tea with his wife some aftemocii^ 
before the king and Holcke hastened away, tell* 
inghim they would talk of that next time they 
came. The lad who had before tried to watch 
them home, saw them go into the banker's, sitid 
thence to the hmk ; where a carriage was stand* 
ing, the door of which was opened the moment 
the gentlemen appeared, and drove off with such 
rapidity that the boy was obliged to give up A 
fruitless cbace. 

It was not long before the strangers called 
again, when Mr. Frederickson drew a fur&er and 



66 SECRET HISTORY OF THE 

considerable sum of money. The merchant had 
by this time made up his mind that the cash was 
for the use of the king, and that Mr. Frederickson 
made an enormous profit by those advances. To 
obtain a share of that gain was the object of his 
study ; the ambition of his spouse was of a more 
exalted kiiid, aspiring to no less an honour than 
that of being presented to the king of Denmark ! 
Leaving the count engaged in conversation 
with his wife, the merchamt took the king by the 
lappel of his coat, and led him a little distance 
from his companion ; and after a long and tedious 
detail of the courses of exchange being much 
against him; and the great risk of going too deep 
on one speculation ; asked the count in direct terms 
if' the money iJs^as not ' ts^ken up for the use of 
Chrii^tia^n the Seventh. The king thought at first 
he was detected ; but; finding that not to be the 
case, and that the ineilchant only wanted to get a 
share of a good thing, Resolved to allow him to 
proceed, in hopes of deriving amusement by the 
adventure ; thence, he .answered in the affirmative. 
The merchant'^ eyes siparkled with joy at this con- 
fes^iion. , '' I am told," said he, " that Christian the 
Seventh is on,e of the n)ost extravagant an4 
theiightles^ y<)uQg dogs Uvii)g; and eagres no piore 
Kbput money than if It could be raked out of the 
kenQels, Of Qoutse you make Mm pay hand- 
somely ? Eh! you understand me?" It was with 
difficulty the king could restrain from laughter ; 
but he contrived to avoid this rudeness, and, as 
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gravely as he could, told the man of traffic that he 
had drawn a correct picture of the king's charac- 
ter. '* And pray, sir," said he significantly, " what 
is the nature of your employment?" '*My. 
chief employment," said Christian, " consists in 
dressing the king, and looking out for amuse- 
mEenta/' '' Jusf the thing I'' said the merchant; 
*^ then you are the more likely to have influence^ 
Perhaps you pick him up a tit-bit now and then, 
eh !" '' No man has more influence with him than 
I havje: of that be assured." "Then, of course, 
you niake a handsome thing of these advances ?" 
** Upcm my word of honor, I never made a profit 
Vy a^i^y pecuniary transaction in my life." . The 
me^rchant's face fell, considerably lengthened, as 
he tutned his small eyes obliquely towards thie 
king's. After a pause, he began on another, tackii 
and .said he supposed ins knew notiiing of money- 
dealirlgs, nor how tamake the best of his capital? 
*' Notiaing whatfever I" '* How does the kingdis^^ 
pose of th^se sums ?" " Gives them away : aoane-r 
times in coin or bank notes, oftener in pre^nts of 
jewelry ot other precioiis articles." " Harkee, 
sir," said the merchant, delighted by these oob- 
fessions; '' would not you wish to nutke the best 
of your influence with the king ?" " Certainly I 
would." " Then, if you will suffer me to instruct 
you, I will teach you how to make fifty per cent 
on the capital. Let me buy the jewels and pre- 
sents," ^Just at that instant one of the king'^ 

pages arrived, and desired the clerk to call his 

f2 
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master, who was never less disposed to be inter*. 
r«pted. '^ Pmy sir/' said the messenger, " is not 
Ihe king of Denmark in your house ?" *' The king 
of Denmaiklll No, Sir; there is no king of 
Denmark ; only a Mr. Frederickscm." '' That is 
the king 1 the son of Frederick the Fifth : the 
gentleman with him is Comit Holeke, master of 
his najesty's wardrobe ; and I am sent by the 
prinoess dowager of Wal^, and am ordered to 
delirer this letter into his ms^esty's own hands.** 
It wonld foe in vain to attempt describing the atif--^ 
fenmg horror that seized on the humbled and mor«- 
Isfied son of traffic: the big drops of sweat {Kmved 
down his ikce, and every limb shook. The f^g^ 
alarmed at his agitation, pressed for an explana* 
tion ; which, in the best manner he could, was 
given. The page lauj^ed heartily, and told him 
not to iear that any bad result urould follow his 
pro^sal to the king to help to cheat hunself. it 
v$6M, however, impossible to indnoe the man of 
tenness to re-4ppear« As soon as the page (with 
idl thft rerereftce usual on such occasions) pre*- 
msBted the letter to the kmg; the merchant's wife« 
wfao hftd been iii^ibg thebooht to introduce, her, 
was taken in a Way sonvewhat similar to ber ias^ 
band. But the. count, in the most gentle i^nd 
toothing msunner, bade ber be csamforted; and 
taking her by the hand, introduced her to, the 
kinf ; Mtying to her, ^^ I, lacve thus, madam, unes* 
pMtodly the happiness of ftiifiiling your flattering 
aribW' The speech wa9 lost upon the woman. 
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'whose stupid stire shewed the complete* cotifu* 
sioii of her miad; and who might have changed 
iiokmr^ if the paint that covered her cheeks had 
not prevented it. The king, pit3r)ng lier confusion^ 
^ew from hid own finger a yahi^ble nng> which 
he wonld^ if her fingers had not been too large^ 
^ve put on one of her's. And desiring her to 
tett her husband^ that the king would ilever leel 
offended at what he had said confidentially to Mr. 
Frederidtson, skipped down stairs, laughing 
heartily at the adventure, and regretting that it 
bad so suddenly terminated. 

Such was the profusion of this prince, that al- 
though his brother*in-law supported a t&ble for 
himself and his suite that cost nearly five hundred 
dollars per diem, he got rid, in various ways, of 
fire times that sum i drawing oa Hamburgh fof 
more than one hundred ^cmsand dollars per 
month. Which enormous draan of specie wa» sen^ 
m\Ay felt on the exdaiange of Copenhagen ; and 
the mote so, as the absence of the king afid Iw 
principral minister, threw a gloom over the mo* 
tropohs, and injured trade and commerce. From 
&6 sketches already given, it wiU be conceived 
tbat Chrisstian the Seventh rather scattered hm 
treasures than bestowed them ; that aeting^ oa the 
impulse of themomjent, he gave without dkcrimi* 
nation ; and it is too probable, from the audacity 
of impoBtorsv and the modesty oi sufiering mearit* 
that the fturmer clasa of applicants swallowed ht 
the greater part of his largesi^s, fiut^ wiierevejr 
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real misery met his eye, his hand went as it were 
spontaneously to his pocket ; and if that chanced 
to be empty, his ring, watch, or any other valu* 
able about him was bestowed instead of money. 
He saw a poor tradesman put into a hackney- 
coach by two bailiffs, followed by his weeping 
wife and family, from whom he was about to be 
torn, and thrown into prison. To avoid observa- 
tion, he ordered Molckte to follow the coach to 
the Marshalsea : he paid the debt and costs, and 
«etting the poor man free from every other de- 
mand, gave him five hundred dollars to enable 
him to begin the world anew : he distributed con- 
siderable sums generally amongst the poor debt- 
ors confined in the different jails of the metropo- 
lis. To men of science he paid but little attention; 
nor was he a warm patron of literature or the fine 
arts. All the faculties of his mind were concen- 
trated in voluptuous pursuits. He was struck by 
the marked superiority of the British stage ; and 
Mr. Garrick had the honor of an audience. The 
king paid homage to his genius, repeating a line 
of Shakespeare as he presented him with a very 
valuable snuff-box set with brilliants. Mr. Martin 
of Stockholm, a Swede, and an eminent landscape 
painter, was then in London. Having recently 
seen the queen Magdalena Sophia, the sister of 
Christian the Seventh, and being much admired 
as an artist, he was admitted to an audience, and 
received a valuable present as a token of affection 
towards his royal sister, the queen of S weden^ 
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and of respect to the artist ; who offended the king 
by telling him, in reply to a question, 5* whether 
the queen, his sister, was happy?" that, **she 
was as happy as a young woman could be ex- 
pected who had been married nearly three years, 
and yet remained a virgin," The king coloured 
at the insinuation contained in this imprudent re- 
ply, which, finding its way to Stockholm, injured 
Mr. Martin very materially. . 

After distributing many magnificent presents, 
and taking leave of the king, queen, . and royal 
family, the king of Denmark on the 1 3th of Octo- 
ber 1768, sat off for Dover, where he embarked 
for £!alais, and proceeded to Paris. There he 
was received with all the eclat and magnificence, 
in the power of that voluptuous court to bestow 
on a prince, who had travelled so far to visit the 
most polished court in Europe. Here the trear 
sures of France and Denmark were poured forth 
in a mingled streatn ; and the king plimged anew 
into dissipation. The Duke of Orleans initiated 
him in Parisian voluptuousness. It was,, perhaps, 
mere caprice that induced Christian to travel 
in Holland, incog, as Prince of Travendahl ; — in 
England as a king, — in France as Count of Olden- 
burgh. After dining at Versailles, with the French 
king, queen, and court, a large curtain was with- 
drawn and shewed him a fine view of his great 
palace, Christianborg, at Copenhagan. The prince 
De Conde gave him a grand hunt by torch-light 
in an illuminated forest. Such splendid spec- 
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tacles, even in France, were scarcely ever before 
witnessed. No wonder that the youthful king 
was completely entranced, and lost, as it were^ 
in a flood of pleasure. Whilst he was in this 
capital, in defiance of Struensee's remonstrances, 
he abandoned himself with more fury than 
ever to unrestrained habits of debauchery, whilst 
his health more than ever suffered, not oidy by 
former taints, but still more severely by a re* 
cent iQfection, which rendered his case almost 
hopeless. At the court of Versailles, our king left 
a very mean character behind him as to his 
prowess in feats of love ; and there, as in London, 
Christian was king of diamonds, and Holcke king 
of hearts! 

On the 8th of December, the king and his suite 
quitted Paris, on his return to the capital of 
Denmark, vid S.trasburg and Altona, which he 
reached on the beginning of January, 1769, 
after an absence of rather more than six months, 
and the expenditure of nearly two hundred thou* 
sand pounds sterling. 
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CHAP. V. 



Queen Matilda. — JTie Counts Struemee and Rant- 
zau. — Court intrigues. — Peter the Third, Count 
Hantzau the cause of his death. — Madame Gohler, 
— First confidential interview between Queen Ma- 
tUda and Struensee. — Its result. — Reflectums on 

' their comparative criminality. 

' During the absence of her giddy lord^ Matilda 
resided principally at the palace of Fredericks* 
berg» in the vicinity of Copenhagen ; and her con* 
duct was free from reproach, "jrhough courted and 
menaced by confiicting factions^ she joined with 
none, nor shewed the least ambition for political 
power. She appeared to feel a truly maternal 
affection for her child, and in spite of remon- 
strances, had the infant and nurse to sleep iti her 
t>wn apartment. She sometimes visited, and was 
visited by, the queen dowager and prince Fre- 
derick, but lived very retired. She was 
grown in stature, and appeared much more 
womanly than* when she arrived in Denmark. 
The glow of robust health was on her cheek ; she 
often nursed her child, aiid a more interesting 
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object could scarcely be conceived than this 
healthy and lively young queen playing with her 
babe. During this state of retirement, Matilda 
visited the houses of the farmers and peasants 
who resided near the palace ; and though she 
could not converse fluently with those poor grate- 
ful people, she gained their warm hearts by her 
condescension in visiting their cottages, smiling 
graciously on their wives and daughters, and dis- 
tributing useful presents. Thus innocently, queen 
Matilda passed her time during the travels of her 
wild and dissipated husband. 

During all this time, the different factions were 
struggling for ascendency. The chiefs of those 
domestic curses, sent home to Denmark such 
accounts of the conduct of the king, and the 
overweening influence of Count Holcke, as awa- 
kened the moist serious apprehensions in the minds 
of those who really felt for their country. Matilda 
ranked Count Holcke as her most formidable 
enemy; and sTie strove in vain to prevent his accom^ 
panying the king. Count Charles Schak Rant^ 
zau, governor of Gluckstadt, a |feneral in the 
army, a kniglit of the order of the Elephant, the 
head of one of the most powerful families under 
the Danish crown, being ambitious of power, 
found means to induce Count Holcke and Enevold 
Brandts to favor the appointment of Doctor John 
Frederick Struensee, as physician in ordinary to 
the king, and to accompany his majesty in the 
grand tour that he meditated through Holland, 
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England^ France, and Germany.* There is 
scarcely a doubt, though the immediate conse- 
quence of this step was beneficial to Struensee 
alone, that general Cotmt Rantzau had his own 
interest in view ; and that he hoped, by the 
talents and influence of Struensee, to ascertain 
and counteract the machinations of Count Holcke, 
and once more obtain a post of consequence in the 
court of Christian the Seventh. > 

Struensee was a libertine and a freethinker: 



* The following account of the unfortunate count Struensee, and 
his father and brothers, is extracted from the Conversion of Struensee, 
p, 55 — 57. 

Adam. Struensee, .his ^tfaer, was bom at New Rippon, edaor 
cated at Brandenburg, and studied at Halle and Jena. In 173Q, 
he .was made chaplain to Count Witgenstein; he married the 
daughter of the count's physician. Frederick the Fifth advanced 
him to the high post of general superintendant to the two duchies; 
a clerical rank, nearly equal to a bishop. 

John Frederick, afterwards C|ottntSt£uensee,( was bom at Halle, oa 
the 5th of August, 1737; studied medicine; wjas appointed jpl^siciaa 
to the districts of Ranlzau and Pinneberg ; resided at Altena ; in April, 
1768, was appointed physician to the king; — in May, 1769, 
lecture royale ; — on the 19th May, 1770, counsellor of conference, 
and maitre du requestes; — in July, 1771, first minister of the 
crown, created a count, and invested, by the qiieen, with the 
order of Matilda; — was^arrestedthe 17th January, 1773, and behead- 
ed, &c the 28th April following. Charles Struensee, now a minister 
of the crown (1817) in Pmssia, with the rank of baron, was born 
in 1735, — ^was professor of mathematics, at Ligneitz, in Silisia. 
He was called to Denmark, by Struensee ; made minister of justice, 
and arrested with him ; as was also the case with a younger brother, 
to whom-he had given. a commiadon in the horse-guards. 
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he possessed considerable tale&ts^ and b^ea^Eie a 
favorite with this nobleitmn, whose morals were of 
the same loose stamp. Count Ra&tzau married his 
first cousin, the daughter of his father s brother. 
Count Oppendorff, of Kiel. It wa» rather a union of 
the two estates of Rantzau OppendoHF and Rant* 
zau Aschbei^* The count and countess had 
not been long married before she retired from the 
counts residence. Her husband ever used to 
speak of her as a good creature, a little beside 
herself. It was too probably his libertine pursuits 
that destroyed her health, her peace, and affected 
her intellects. He frequently visited the countess 
when he was near her residence, and shewed her 
respect when she was no longer capable of being 
gratified by his attentions. 

When young, the count was a very fine man : he 
was of a profuse disposition, caring so little about 
money, that when he was colonel of a regiment, 
and wanted to light hi& pipe, if no other paper 
were within reach, he would make use of Danish 
bank notes of ten, twenty, or thirty dollars each. 
His purse and his table were always open to his 
friends. He was munificent to the poor; a liberal 
landlord, a brave officer, accomplished courtier, 
and a universal lover. He possessed that eool 
kind of courage which denotes the firmest nerves. 
He had been engaged in several duels, some of a 
political, but more of female origin, if the exprea- 
sion may be allowed, and more than once he laid 
an opponent dead at hb feet. In oiue^ case^ 
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where he had debauched the daughter of a gen- 
tleman whom he could not avoid fighting, and 
who rufidied on the sword of his child's betrayer^ 
the count was for a time inconsolable ; he threw 
himself At the feet of the widow with every mark 
of penitence, implormg her forgiveness ; he mar* 
ried witii the left handy* the unfortunate lady he 
had seduced, and settled an ample provision on 
the mother and her other children* Time and 
new amours soon effiiced the melancholy inspired 
by this domestic tragedy, and the count became 
as gay and dissolute as ever. 

His ^states were very considerable, and lay 
principally at Aschberg, about four English miles 
fiom Ploen, and twenty from Lubeck. His resir 
dence ib Copenhagen was the Princens Palace, to 
the west of Ghristianborg. At an early age this 
distinguished nobleman served the emperor of 
Austria. He was at Petetsburgfa when Peter the 
Third avowed his determination to XMke war on 
]>enma£k for the recovery of the territories ceded 
in 1737^ in Holstein and Sleiswick^ 

At that eventful crisis, count Charles Schak 
Rantssau was not an idle spectator cflT his country^s 
danger. He gained the confidence of prince 



* An intermediate state, 'between that of wife and mistresB, in 
use in Germany, and called ^ left-hand marriages ;' mostly used 
where a great inequality exists as to birth and rank. It is said 
that George the First married the person, afterwards Duchess of 
Kendal, in that way. 
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OrlofF and the empress, by communicating l&e 
secret designs of the unfortunate emperor^ who, 
true or fal^e, was accused by count Rantzau of 
intending to put the empress to death. The re^ 
suit is tqo well known to require repetition. Peter 
was dethroned and murdered ; his wife mcended 
the throne,;^ Holstein was saved from invasion ; 
ai^ the unoffending Hambtn^ers were forced to 
pay Frederic the fifth, a million' of doUairs; be* 
cause the autocrat of all the Rusaias had menaced 
Denmark with invasion !— Thud, in Riissia'too, ke 
helped to depose a legitimate sovereign, and elevate 

a . . and a to an im^perial 

throne. Ten years afterwards, he seized a 
young and interesting que^ai,^ the wife of his :ov^n 
sovereign, in the dead hour of sleep, afid hurled 
her from a throne to . a prison ! Strange events 
these to have fallen to one man's share ! It is 
neither my object to ^ify the memory of this 
extoaordinary nobleman, nor conceal his fellings. 
He was a marked character ; signal&^ed from die 
ordinary herd of courtiers by splendid qualities* 
I have never yet seen any thing like a correct 
biographical sketch of his eventful life; all I can 
do is to supply a few leading traits, that may 



* To prave that Peter came to his death by natand means, his 
disconsolate widow, had his corse exposed naked to the view of 
all the world, although a compan;^ of grenadiers, with fixed bayonets, 
surrounded it on every side, threatening instant death to amy one 
who should dare approach to examine it ! ! ! 
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perhaps remove the mystery that envelope his too- 
tive and conduct, on the fatal night that consigned a 
young and beautiful queen to shame, ruii^, ^d exile. 

It is already mentioned, that in the spring of 
1708, count Rantzau was the cause of Stiruensee 
being placed near the person of Christian the 
Seventh. It is probable that the real intention ^of 
Rantzau was to gain early and correct intelligence 
of the conduct of counts Holcke, Bernstorfi; 
Molckte, &c. particularly the forppier, with the 
view of counteracting Holcke, and ingratiating 
himself, with the queen. Whether Struensee had 
secret instructions or not, it is certain he omitted 
no opportunity of undermining Holcke in the es- 
teem of the king ; for he was admirably ^ calculated 
to perform a secondary part, though , wholly 
incapable of striding the whirlwind and directing 
the storm. 

During the king's stay at Paris, count Holcke 
fell under serious displeasure ; and just th§n 
arrived the celebrated count, then chamberlajn 
von Brandt, a sort of dependant . ai^d partisan of 
Rantzau's, the bosom fripnd of Struensee ; a man 
of polished manners, undaunted courage, a deist 
as to religion, and. a libertine as to love. From 
the period of Brandt's arrival in Paris, the influ- 
ence of the giddy and voluptuous count Holcke 
was shaken, and diminished ; but the time , of 
his dismissal, aod of Brandt's elevation to his 
high post, had not then arrived. 

Those p^Uticiaus, the counts BernstprfT and 
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M olckte, saw without alarm the kmg's fandness of 
the gay and didBipated count Holcke, because^ 
absorbed in voluptuous pursuits, those states^ 
men thought him perfectly indifferent to state 
affairs : he might dissipate the king'a treasures^ 
contaminate his morals, and destroy his ccmstitution 
without censure, as long as he did not presume to 
interfere with the government of the kingdom. 

Count Rantzau took the best means in his 
power to convince queen Matilda of these facts ; 
and thai the great object of each faction was to 
keep her majesty from meddling with alBurs 
of state. The partisans- of Juliana have accused 
Struensee of tnmsmitting anonymous letters to 
the queen, containing the most ;exaggerated ]nc- 
tures of the kings debaucheries; and tiiey have 
even asserted that Struensee himself was the in- 
stigator of the king's most criminal excesses^ 
on purpose that, on his return to Denmark, 
he might infect his queen ! aspersions which I 
notice only to illustrate the rancorous malice of 
the enemies of Struensee. 

As to count Rantzau, he felt all the esteem of 
an affectionate brother towards Frederic the Fifth* 
He was not ignorant of the base designs of Juliana 
Maria. He promised her dying husband on his 
oath, and his honor, that he would never desert 
his favorite boy Christian. He now saw that son 
surrounded by dissolute minions, who were urging 
him to destruction. It is therefore allowable tq 
presume that count Rantzau had no dishonorable 
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views in the part he acted, as it were behind the 
scenes ; and that in seeking to obtain power', he 
intended to use it for the public good. 

The king's irregularities, led to more frequent 
personal interviews between him and Struensee, 
who knew so well how to use them that, insen- 
sibly, he acquired, not merely an influence, but 
such kind of authority over the king, as a man 
might he supposed to possess who is the keeper 
of another's honor ; a witness of his secret vices j 
and a mild and eloquent declaimer {^gainst them. 
And though the giddy prince took no pains to im- 
prove his mind by the intercourse with distin- 
guished foreigners which his recent tour had 
afforded, Struensee was not so remiss ; but whilst 
he revelled in voluptuous pleasures, he dedicated 
a considerable part of his time to the acquirement 
of knowledge- During this tour, his manners, 
always insinuating and pleasiag, had acquired a 
polish and dignity before unknown. Even the 
giddy and dissolute count Holcke perceived it : 
Struensee was a deist when a mere boy at Halle ; 
and of course, his intercourse at Paris with phi- 
losophers and wits, had not increased his rev^r-^ 
ence for revealed religion. In short, Struensee 
returned to Denmark a corrupted atheist, and as 
refined a sensualist as ever Paris produced. 

It was a gross mistake of the true state of things 
that led Mr. B. H. Latrobeand so many writers to be- 
lieve that Matilda once felt aversion towards Stru- 



^2 SECRET HtSTOEV OF TH£ 

ensee.* It wa^ a master strol$:e of policy^ intended 
to blind ^d deceive counts Molpkte and Bernstorff; 
for if the queen Jiad shevn any tokens of pre- 
ference or solicitude, ere Struensee had intrenched 
himself as it ^ere in the good graces of his im- 
becile sovereign, the suspicions of Holcke wpuld 
I^aye been ^wakened, and mesons found to remove 
the intr^der before he h^d taken too deep root. 

Such yvBj^ tlie situation qf fiffairs, on the return 
tp P^^niark of Christian the Seventh and his 
puite, at the beginning of 1769. 

In proportion ^s the king declined and deger 
l)€)|ftj;§d i|i his physical and intellisptual powers^ 
l^l^til^f^ h%4 «l%de pore than proportipnate ad- 
iFanfSias. fief person yv^s muoh increased in 
lieig^t; and breg-dtJIi ; her m and appearance more 
^iggjfied and impQsing ; Iter mind seemed to have 
fM^qwed firmnes^j andj on their first interview^ 
^er fionscious husbae^ absolutely startled at the 
I0iprav^4 appearance of his queen : reflecting oq 
)i}S awn imbec^ity3 he seemed half reluctant, haJif 
ftfiih^^iged to Qieet ber« 

Unfortnnate victim pf the crimen of an unprinn 
ciple4 stpp-mot^^er ! ftt that moment his whale 
%y9Um ^if^f^. ^nted ; 9nd he should Apt have ap^ 
p^tche4 B$iitil4aj to tantalise her imagination^ 
and pqllute her whojespme blood ! like the snail 



*. AuAedtic elucidatioA of the hutory of couate Struensee aad 
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that crawlg over the blushing nectarine^ he defiled 
his youthful bride ; the poison^ spreading through 
her veins» soon displayed its destructive influence* 
To whomsoeyet she had applied, of all the medi- 
cal men in Denmark, Struensee was the man whom 
she should have most avoided. 

Amongst the ladies with whom Matilda asso- 
ciated, her favourite was Madame Gohler,* the 
l^eautiful> accomplished, fascinating and wanton' 
wife of the general of that name. Philosc^ the 
Russian minister, and Struensee, were favoured 
rivals in this lady's good graces, who made her 
charms subservient to her political views. She 
aimed at supplanting Count Holcke, to promote 
the influence of the queen, and through her favor 
to advance herself to the rank of chief female fa* 
vourite. Her Russian lover declared against the 
queen's iiieterest, and on this account Madame 
€rdhler eacehided him from her boudoir ; and Stru- 
ensee was preferred, much les» from personal ad- 
vantages than the political power she hoped to 
obtain by making him her instrument. The courts 
of Russia and France wer^ each supporting their 
favorite agents; those were Bemstorfi^, Molckte, 

* Lady GSUer was at ibis time about 37 yean of age 6 lier figure, 
good ; her complexioki remarkably clear and fine; features small and- 
regular, yet expressive ; her eyes dark and piercing; she was ra- 
ther too much inclined to en Um points ber style of dress was 
greatly admired. GenerarObhler was a good looking man ;« rather 
flbcMrt and stout ; he commanded the artillery, and resided iu the 
Storm Qadan* 

g2 
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Schimtnelman, Thott, and Lauerig. , The Russian 
minister, imputing his declining influence with 
Madame Gohler to the superior accomplishments 
of Struensee^ and knowiilg that his rank as an 
a^mbassador forbade a physician lifting an arm 
against him, Uke a cowardly ruffian, he fell una- 
wares upon his rival, and gave him a very severe 
castigation with a cane ; a mode of discipline to 
which he had himself often submitted at Petersburg 
from the hand of Peter the Third, in whose mur- 
der he was afterwards instrumental. His asso- 
ciate, Salder, was born in Holstein, and dismissed 
on a charge of fraud and embezzlement, from his 
post as bailiff over the royal domain called Trit- 
tau : an appointment that marked the contempt 
felt by Catherine and her ministers towards the 
Danish court* 

Madame Gohler made love subservient to am- 
bition: she dismissed the Russian boyard the 
moment her interest retjuired it : and instead of 
monopolizing the attentions of Struensee, she did 
all she could to advance his interest with the 
queen ; to whom she spoke of Struensee as a man 
worthy of the esteem and confidence of any 
woman, and earnestly advised Matilda to allow 
her to state her majesty's case to the general, that 
he might make it known to Struensee. 

The interview that decided the fate of Matilda 
and Struensee took place, under the mediation 
of lady Gohler, in the king's hunting lodge at 
Travendahl. On this occasion Struensee adorned 
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his person with more than common care ; and he 
certainly formed a striking contrast to the king 
his master. Struenseie was full five feet ten 
inches high, and very robust ; his complexion fair ; 
his eye blue ; his luxuriant hair was flaxen, rather 
inclined to yellow; a high forehead, prominent 
nose, well-formed mouth, a good set of teeth:* 
his personal defects consisted, in his appearance 
being too heavy to be graceful, his neck was short, 
and he was a little in-kneed : from these particu- 
lars it will readily be conceived that he made a 
better figure on horseback than on foot. Stru- 
ensee took particular pride in dressing with ele-^ 
gance ; he fenced and danced well ; and whilst he 
was in England, he took lessons froni Mr. Astley, 
and ' greatly improved his horsemanship. He 
wore his hair dressed like the queen, namely, 
four curls on each side, a high toupee, the hair 
behind plaited, and made fast with a comb; he 
wore a black silk waistcoat, small clothes and 
stockings ; and a coat of blue cloth with gilt 
buttons ; the suit which he then wore having been 
made by the first tailor in London : Struensee was 

If 

then just in the flower of his day^ ; the glow of 
robust health tinged his florid cheeks, and spai*- 
kled in his fine blue eyes ; apd/if he were not an 
Adonis, he was a noble looking fellow, whpsQ 

* In the '^ Con'^ernwi of StruenseCj^ the portrait is rather a 
caricature than a likeness. In Mr. Jens Wolffs Northern Tour, 
p. 80, there is a more natural representation, but the attitude is 
bad. Editor. 
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physiognomy and manners were calculated to 
piake too deep an impression on an amorous, 
neglected, insulted, and injured woman. 

It cannot be believed that Matilda attended 
this assignation without experiencing emotions 
painful and humiliating; and she inherited her full 
share of the hauteur that marks her family. Stru- 
ensee was, of course, all deference ; he said but 
little ; for Lady Gohler had beforehand apprised 
the queen of all the vices of her degenerate hus- 
band; polluting her ear by the description of 
habits, the very knowledge of which was heretofore 
hidden from her, and which cannot be told by a 
woman oi real modesty. But the fair Matilda did 
not possess that extreme delicacy that would lead 
some females to perish by inches, rather than re- 
veal their sexual infirmities to a stranger : on the 
contrary, she discoursed relative to her health 
with great composure. But her bosom swelled 
with scorn and indignation, and tears of anger, 
rather than sorrow, fell in profusion firom hej fine 
eyes, as Madame Gohler recited those disgusting 
articles of impeachment against Christian Ihe 
Seventh, that are too indelicate to be inserted, 
Thk fatal interview, brought about by lady Gohler 
to promote her own personal views, was the first 
important error committed by a young and inexr 
perienced queen. Matilda's first impulse was 
to write home to her mother and brothe^r, and de- 
mand a separation, with liberty to retire to Eng- 
land. ** I have experienced little else,'* said the 
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queen, ^'than mortificatikmg : the king'^ falnily 
are all secretly my etierdicfd ; the mhiisters of the 
drown are my enemies ; and my husband is thef 
worst foe of all ! I will take my dhild and[ qiti€ 
these hated shores." Whilst grief and iridigilJia- 
tion thus shook her frame, Madame Gohlei^ ap- 
peared affected by the sorrows of Matilda almost 
as powerfully as the fair sufferer herself. Strii- 
ensee stood in an attitude as if he were bowed 
down by grief : his left hand pressed his bOsom j 
with his right he covered hip face, as it were 
to conceal the tears that, whether they were real 
or suborned, trickled down his manly cheeks. 
The first burst of passion over, Matilda \^ag^ 
pleased by the silent insidious homage paid by the 
accomplished Struensee. " You pity mie, Sir," said 
she; " Madame Gohler has convinced me bow truly" 
you are my friend : be then my cotinsellor, as well 
as physician, afid try if you cannot restore my 
peace of mind^ as well as health!" Struenseet 
could scarcely conceal his traiispf>tts : M adameF 
Gohler was in secret i^aptur^s at the complete 
success that appeared to attend her scheme* 
Bowing lowly, in an attitude of classical propriety,- 
the exulting flatterer said, " It would ill become 
me, revered queen, to oifer atty other than pro-' 
fessional advice ; and were I to presume thus fiei^ry 
and offer my humble opinion, I could not improvd 
upon your own noble and just intention of appeal-^ 
ing to the protection of your august family : bu€ 
there is one point that probably your raajesty may 
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not have considered : your infaat, madam, is the 
heir apparent to the crown of Denmark, and should 
you resolve to quit these shores, your child must 
be left behind ; left perhaps to perish under their 
cruelty who were the first great cause of all his 
royal father's misfortunes." Struensee never 
looked better, or spoke more gracefully or impres- 
sively. Matilda was overcome ; she almost scream- 
ed, when by a master-touch Struensee alluded 
to her separation froin her husband and return 
to England, as necessarily occasioning a separation 
from her beloved child ! All the fears of the tenderest 
mother rushed in a flood to her agitated bosom : 
she almost screamed as with a convulsed voice, 
she exclaimed, " Never, never, will I abandon my 
child!" Madame Gohler wept in silence. " Stru- 
ensee, when Matilda appeared more calm, bade 
her assume her proper istation; banish Count 
Holcke, and gradually take the reins of govern- 
ment into her own hands ; which, said he, your 
unhappy lord will never more be in a condition to 
exercise : telling the afflicted queen that although 
the king might live many years, yet he thought 
his intellectual faculties could never be restored. 
Madame Gohler thet>, with earnest humility, 
entreated the queen not to quit a court of which 
she was the pride and ornameat> and leave her 
child and friends to the mercy of Juliana. This 
name, as by magic, roused all her pride and re- 
sentment. " No !" said Matilda with enejfgy, ^' I 
will not flee : I will face my foes, and conquer them 
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w peri^ !" This was the very point to which 
Madame Gohler and Struensee wished to work 
her feelings. '^ Thanks be to God ! for this re- 
solve>" exclaimed the beauteous Dane, as she 
'propped on her knee to promise, in the name of 
her Creator, eternal fidelity to her royal mistress 
and her (^hild. Struensee, whose heart was 
really touched, sobbed audibly. Secretly soothed 
by this proof of attachment and sensibility, Ma- 
tilda extended her hand, saying, ** Henceforth be 
you my knight'' Struensee, dropping on his knee 
oppo^te' to Madamie Gohler, bedewed her hand 
with tears, as he breathed a solemn oath to be a 
true knight to his queen ! This interview decided 
the destiny of Matilda and Struensee ; though pro^ 
bably at this moment, not one of the interesting 
groupe harboured a thought of the consequences 
that ensued. From this moment the intercourse be- 
tween Matilda and Struensee grew more frequent; 
her health was soon restored, and he that was her 
physician, gained her heart. The queen was young, 
her passions at their flood, her feelings violent, her 
judgment weak, as must ever be the case where our 
passions are strong enough to subdue our reason. 
And if ever a woman merited, pardon for a frailty, 
it was Matilda : let any one look at such a female, 
and such a husband ! let them consider her tainted 
by a loathsome disease, unbosoming herself to a 
man of high endowments, in the flower of manhood. 
The temptation was too powerful for human nature, 
under such circumstances, to resist : she yielded. 
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and tbey fell : but that Deity who filled their toto 
susceptible hearts with those warm pailsions thai 
precipitated them from their high estate, will wi^ 
from his tablets the record of their crime> whicb 
is amply expiated by their sufferings. If Matilda 
had been of more mature years, if her passions 
had been less ardent, a proper sense of her dtity 
would hare curbed resentful feelings; for it caniiM 
be doubted that the tast distance between thdf 
stations, and the solemn nature of his duties as 
physician to the king her husband, must have re* 
strained Struensee, and kept him in awe^ koweirer 
ardent were his passion, or daring his. ainbiti<NQi« 
Real, in^bom modesty is one of thd sweetest 
graces, as well as the strongest guards^^of female 
chastity. Perhaps the palaces of kings and 
princes are not the places where this virtue thrives, 
thence, Matilda^ even were she deficient in that 
quality, is rather an object of compassion thauDt 
qensure. Madam Gohler was an able auxiliary ^ 
and if Straensee brought his deistical principles 
into play ; if he were able, as I have been ac^fured 
was the ca3e. to eradicate from her mmd all be. 
lief in revealed religion and a state of future 
punishment or reward, then indeed the fortres^ 
was dismantled, and, when betrayed by the traitox^ 
passions within, incapable of resisftancel-^^It is 
leaUy hard to decide where lay the preponderating 
weight of Uame* The first impulse of Matilda's 
feelings, in the eventful interview at Travendah^ 
took a proper direction ; which Madame Gohler 
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^nd Struensee's insidious council turned aside» 
Even at this period^ the disposition of Matilda 
had lost much of that gentleness and good nature 
which distinguished her on her first arrival. Her 
carriage had become more bold and Confident ; her 
temper more quick, severe, and imperious. It is 
not likely she ever felt a very strong affection 
towards a worn out debauchee, who grew tired of 
her before the honey-moon expired; and it i» 
consistent with the decided character of Matildar 
to imagine, when she found her blood tainted 
with a loathsome disease by an imbecile and 
depraved husband, that every vestige of respect 
vanished ; and hatred, scorn, and the fiercest thirst 
of vengeance, took its place in her bosom. The 
enemies of Struensee accused him of having, 
through Count Charles Schak Rantzau, commu* 
nicated to the queen all the follies and vices that 
disgraced her husband during his travels the pre* 
ceding year. These accusations, like a multitude 
more with which the memory of the guilty 
favorite has been loaded, had probably no other 
foundation than the black and horrible malice of 
his enemies, who literally carried their enmity 
beyoiid the grave. 

Matilda must have made unequivocal advances 
to Struensee : but let not her memory be stigmttf 
tised by this remark: for if she resolved to transfer 
to him the heart that her husband had relinquished; 
it was then her business to save the man to whose 
affections she aspired, the guilt and peril of se-* 
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ducing her. These facts, however, offer no apology 
for her lover. What insult, wrong, or provocation 
had he to plead? With all his faults, the king hadl 
been to him a kind master* He ought to have 
warned the young and irritated (Jueen of the 
fearful precipice she was ascending. Struensee 
was guilty of the most heinous breach of faith 
that can be conceived; and he had neither thft 
levity of youth, nor the want of a thorough know- 
ledge of the world, to plead as an excuse^ for his 
delinquency. Struensee was as great a sensualist 
as bis royal master; but he had more self-command^ 
and husbanded his stock of health and manhoo4 
with more skill. This superior judgment blackens 
the turpitude of Struengee's conduct, It was im- 
possible for him to stifle thq voice of honour in his 
conscience, even if he were ever so firmly resplyed 
to disregard its dictates : npr could he blind hivciz 
self to the dangerg th^t beset him on every side ; 
dangers that were so formidable and $o palpable* 
that when his principles prpved too much relaxed 
tQ restrain his licentious passions, common senses: 
supplying the place of hpnesty in many cases, 
warned him in y^in to desist. 

Struensee, in his defence, aflSrmed, and pror 
bably with justice, that during his attendance on 
the king on his travels, he strove by every means 
in his power to wean hin^ from his vicious propen- 
sities; warning him of that swift and sure destruc- 
tion in which their continuance would involve 
both body and mind. Happy had it been for 
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himself and for Matilda if he could have subdued 
his own master passion, and taught the young 
indignant queen to curb her vindictive feelings, 
and avoid dishonour. If he had pursued this di- 
rect, straight, and honorable course ; if, with all 
the pathos and eloquence of which he was master, 
he had told the queen that his life she might com- 
mand, but his honour he must preserve, and that, 
although as an humble friend he might serve her, 
as a Ipver he should entail eternal ruin and dis- 
grace on both their heads ; it is highly probable 
that pride would have averted the calamity and 
disgrace that followed ; and Struensee, faithful to 
his sovereign, and respected by the woman whom 
he had saved from dishonour, might still have 
gratified the utmost scope of laudable ambition, 
and lived and died honored and respected : in- 
stead of which, with his eyes open, he rushed 
upon infamy and destruction, dragging his unfor- 
tunate queen with him to perdition. 
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CHAP. Vt 

Mefamholy state of the king. — A royal iQur to th^ 
Duchies of Hoktein and Sleiswick.-^Count RmA-- 
zau's hospitality. — History of Gourmand, the kings 
favorite dog. --^ Anecdotes of the courts — A Circas- 
sian princess. — Altered manners of Queen Matilda: 
wears leathern small-clothes, and sits her horse like 
a man.'^^Prpsperity more di^^U to endure than 
adversity. -^Sirttmsee md Brandt admmiished 6y 
Count Ranizau. — The last interview : a dream. — 
Jh4 arrest of Matilda, Struensee, and Brandt. 

IT is exceedingly difficult to comprehend the real 
»tate of the king's intellects at this period of his life :* 
his senses were so far unimpaired that he knew 

* Count Reventbu had a daughter who was a confirmed idiot i 
die was inoculated for the small pox, and had a very fine sort ; this 
being communicated to Frederick the Fifth, he had matter taken 
from her arm for the inoculation of his son Christian. Strong preju- 
dices prevailed at that time against the practice, on the score of its 
impiety ; and the subsequent decay of intellect that befel this prince 
was imputed to the penoo bting ao^ idiot from whom the infection 
was received* 
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BTery body vnth whom he was acquainted ; and 
conversed ratioaally enpugh on common-place sub* 
jects : he had the most fixed abhorrence of public 
business, and signed his name without investiga* 
tion to every thing proposed by his ministers. 
During his recent tour through the principal parts 
of Europe, his excesses of every kind were 
midtiplied, and those secret vices to whic)i^ 
in early youth he was initiated through the wick^ 
Bess of Juliana, grew so strong upon him, that 
even the presence of his attendants was no re<- 
itraint upon their filthy indulgence; and as though 
nature intended a two-fold punishment for thos^ 
who so scl^idalou^ly violated her laws, the effect of 
these vices smite the understanding and pandyz^ 
the intellectual, as well as the physical faculties. 
})uriag the seven months thatC3lridtiaiit)^ Sevaxth 
fpeat in hi% travels^ his mind was kept in a state of 
intsense exertion by the fascinating objects that 
every hour assailed his senses; He seemed. un» 
usujdly depressed and abashed when be first saw 
the qiieen and his child, after his return from 
France. The excessive drauglits upon hisr spirits 
accelerated the catastrophe^ and he declined ra-t 
jndly firom that period ; which change was, by the 
eaemies of Matilda and Struensee, imputed to 
drugs administered by theii: orders, a;nd to the 
brutal coercion to which he was subjected. He 
was reduced to a state of incapacity to govern, 
before Matilda and Struenaee seized the helm ; 
but he was not in a condition tha,t required the 
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/vigilance of a keeper. From being quick and 
sensitive, he grew dull, lethargic, sullen, and 
dreadfully furious if greaty irritated. 

Whilst Struensee was lord of the ascendant, 
the king was held in a state of liberal ccmfineinent, 
debarred from the intercourse and society of 
every one save those who were placed about his 
person by the queen and Matilda: yet, during 
all that period, he dined in public with the queen ; 
accompanied her in the field sports to which she 
became so much addicted ; appeared at the French 
and Italian operas, danced at their balls, and took 
part in their card parties : but little if any atten^ 
tion was paid to what he said, except as far as 
his wants were concerned ; and all the subaltern 
attendants and domestic servants had orders 
never to speak to the king! One Sunday, coming 
from the royal chapel, the king tumec^ the wrong 
way, and lost himself in the vast passs^es of his 
enormous palace: seeing Struensee's valet, he 
asked him, in a mild and melancholy tone, to 
shew him his way to his apartment This per- 
son, a young, handsome, gay Norwegian, and a 
favorite and humble confidant of his master, 
respectfully, but in profound silence, complied 
with the monarch's request, and conducted him 
to his magnificent prison. 

Not long after the wasteful and impolitic tour 
to England, France, &c. the court went on a jour- 
ney through Holstein and Sleiswick; during 
which the king and queen paid a visit to Count 
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Rantzau at his principal country residence Asch- 
berg*. The mansion was neither very largie 
nor magnificent. The old edifice was much in 
the style of gentlemen's houses in England of the 
seventeenth century : the new house> as it was 
called, was connected with the ancient structure, 
and consisted of a suite of four tolerable rooms on 
the ground floor, and as many above : this build- 
ing was allotted to the king and queen, and their 
principal courtiers, as Brandt, Struensee, &e. 
Amongst the females was the lady of General 
Gohler, and the wife of counsellor Fabricius,t a 
gay intriguing woman, whose husband was one of 

* The bmily of Rantzail was one of the moat celebrated in Hoi- 
stein, not only for antiquity and the extent of their {>os8e9Bions, but 
for the number of warriors and statesmen it produced. The gar- 
dens at Aschberg were as much celebrated in that country as 
those of Stow in England. In the centre was a conical hilt, per- 
haps an ancient tumulus, round which a spiral walk led to the.sum- 
mit. This mount was planted with ash'trees ; berg signifies a 
mountain, and the name of this county either gave its appella- 
tion to, or was derived from this mount On the top was a rural 
bower. From this mount there was a fine view over the lake of 
eight miles breadth, diversified by woody islands and picturesque 
shores. From the post road, a double row of venerable elms formed 
a noble avenue that led to the principal entrance. At a smbll dis- 
tance was a tolerably good inn, where the domestics of the king and 
his nobles lodged, and which, in summer time, was generally full of 
company from Lubeck, Hamburgh, &c. who .were attracted by the 
rural beauties of Aschberg. Edit&r. 

t lliis gentleman was possessed of very superior talents; he was 
Struensee^s confidential adviser, whose fell involved him in ruin. 

H 
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Struensee's coofidantial friends. Goimt Rantsiaii 
himself was the most finished libertiae of the age ; 
but even that experienced courtier saw with sur- 
prise the bold and altered manners of the young 
queen^ and the licentiousness that reigned amongst 
her female train. It was the opportunities that 
thi» Holstein journey, and the residence of the 
court at his house, afforded to the count of ob* 
^serving the conduct of Struensee and the queen, 
that convinced him he had introduced an agent 
who would soon tower high above himself, and 
probably kick down the ladder by which he had 
been raised. His suspicions once awakened, he. 
watched the proceedings of Struensee and the 
queen, which, confirming his jealous fears to their 
utmost extent, soon eradicated every feeling of 
friendship towards Struensee, and in its place im- 
planted those deadly feelings of hatred which, at nQ 
very distant day, led to the destruction of the inr 
eautious pair. 

During the residence of the court at the 
count's mansion, he one day found means, in 
spite of the vigilance of Brandt and Struensee, 
to obtain an hour's conversation with the king. 
Count Rantzau knew his weakness too well to 
commit himself in any way ; all he wished was to 
ascertain the state of the king's mind, who,, 
pleased with the puerile amusements that were 
provided, seemed perfectly indifferent to ejvery 
thing else. Rantzau gazed on the emasculated 
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l>eing with looks firaugbt with mof e lirieaiiiDg than 
his words, dud tears trickled down his fiirrowed 
cheeks* The king seemed affected; for a mo- 
meaty the former sensibility aiid yivacity of his 
character illumined his dinifmed eye and pallid 
cheek. He seized the co6nt by the liand, and 
said — ** Yon were a true friend to my father^ you 
will nerer be an enemy to me." — ** Never, sire I 
never will I hesitate to sacrifice my life in your 
defence !*' Then falling on one knee, he drew an 
antique riiig from his finger, and put it on the 
kill's, saying in a solemn manner, ** This ring, 
sire, was given me by your royal father when I 
returned from Russia, and when, by fortunate ex- 
ertions there, I was the humble means of averting 
a great calamity that threatened his throne : deign 
to wear this for my sake, and for your father^s ; 
and if ever your majesty tMnks yotirself in dan- 
ger, and yoii want the assistance of Rantstau^ send 
tills riiig to me, amd I will fiee oft the wings of af- 
Uotkofn and loyalty to your aid." Rantzau had 
scarcely wiped th^ falling tear away, ere the 
king, hearing footsteps approa<];h, fell off at once 
into his idiot state, and running to a canine friend 
of his that was basking in the sun, took him round 
the neck, hugging him with ardour, and calling him 
his faithful guard. This uncommon dog was liver- 
coloured, of prodigious t^eight and size ; his broad 
chest shewed all the strength of the English 
mastiff; his form, the elegance of the greyhound. 
Such was the king's favourite ddg, called Crour- 

h2 
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mand. Gourmand* had a carriage for iiis^ sc4e 
use when the king travelled^ and a lacquey to at- 
tend him ; he was served with food from the 
king's table, and was often fed by his royal maater s 
hand. In the midst of regal etiquette^ Gourmand 
alone acted without restraint, though generally 
with distinguished decency : he would, when he 
pleased, stretch his fine-formed limbs on the same 
rich sofa where his master reclined ; and then no 
one dared approach till he awoke. He was play- 
some, dQcile> and incorruptibbf faithful to his 
master : the only one of all the king s attendants 
of whom so much might be said with any regard 
to historical truth. 

The partisans of Bemstorff, of Molckte, and of 
Juliana, in derision of Struensee s new bom ho- 
nor, dubbed this four-legged favorite of their 
sovereign. Monsieur Gourmand, Conferentk Road; 
i. e. Mr. Gourmand, privy counsellor to the king. 
Such was the animal, and such the hoiK»r& 
paid to him by Christian the Seventh, to which 
he hastened almost before Rantzau had done 
speaking ; a circumstance that led the count to 
think that the king was apprehensive of danger,. 

* Gourmand, on account of his beauty and gigantic size, was 
presented to the king by a nobleman who resided at or near to 
Lubeck: afler the iaU of Struensee the king was deprived, of his 
favorite dog^, which • was returned to the person by whom it had 
been presented. It is said that this dog leaped on and seized an as- 
iassin, who, at a masquerade in 17*2:^, was there with a view to 
kill the> king, EdUoTj, 
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and fully comprehended the ineaning of the 
couiit's gift. It wauld be difficult to conceive a 
more distoessing spectacle, than that preisented to 
^ contemplative mind in the wre<;k of this gay 
young monarch, now became an object - of fixed 
^veirsion to his wife, and of secret scom to his 
own menials. Enfeebled as he was in mind and 
body/ he had yet sufficient consciousness to feel 
^t^ intervals all the misery of his degrade con- 
dition, though he wanted resolution to quit those 
abhorrent > vices by which it was produced . From 
this moment, till the fatal 17th of January 1772, 
the king took no particular notice of the count, 
but the ring kept its place on his finger. During 
ithe stay of the court at Aschberg, Count Rantzau 
spared no pains dot expence to render his abode 
agreeable to the young queen. Each day had its^ 
peculiar festivities and amusements ; mu^c, hunt^ 
ingr fishing, sailing on the lake, and rustic sports; 
which more than any pastime, pleased the imbei- 
cile king. The queen, fully satisfied with the 
magnificence and respect with wluch Count 
Rantzau had entertained her, — ^little dreaming of 
the j^are that her attentive host was to have 
in her approaching fall, — gave him a superb snufi** 
box, richly set with briUiants, that had cost her 
husband a thousand guineas in London. Count 
Rantzau followed the court in its progress: in 
Jus mind he anticipated more than all the sad re- 
sults that flowed from the imprudence of Steuen- 
see and Matilda: but, kipping the^e- thoughts 
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close, and his coimtenaDce opettt 1^^ eluded the 
vigilance of Struensee, Brands and even the lynz«* 
eyed Lady Gobler. All the party^ Rantzau tx^ 
cepted, were ypungand in the prime of life : they 
were all the willing slaves of voluptuoufness; 
all engaged in amatory pursuits : and hence it ia 
no wonder that an old experienced courtier, who 
felt himself thrown out by the instrument he had 
chosen to forward his own ambitious views, his 
malice sharpened by jealousy, and desire of re- 
venge, should be able to out-general the giddy, 
gay, and wanton train, who filled the groves with 
music, lo¥e, revelry, and song. 

Of the nq^id advancement of Struensee I 
shall say nothii\g, berause the subject has been 
exhausted, and there is nothing new to say : I 
shall therefore glean tc^ther such particular 
facts that are no where else to be found, and 
which may possess sufllcient intereid:, in the Qsti* 
mation of a tasteful reader, to atcme for the wdnt 
of historical importance. 

From the time that Queen Matilda became the 
oisodaU of Madame Gohler, Fabrioius, and other 
ladies of their gay cast ; and after the influence 
of StFuenaee had attained that marked prepon* 
derance^ that was sufficiently potent to biuush 
Bernstorff and Molckte to their respective estates, 
and to monopolize the exercise of sovereign power, 
the person of Matilda, her teapqper, manners, prin* 
dplea, aU seemed to undergo a total and most 
disadvantageous change. Notwithstanding the 
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daily exercise she took, either hunting, or rid^g 
<m horseback, Matilda greW extremely coipdletit^ 
and was become so much taller and larger than 
when she arrived in Denmark in 17^6, that a 
person who had not seen the que^n for the last 
five years would scarcely have beien able to recog- 
mse her. Matilda, in her attire, was always gay 
and tasteftil; and on o^^casiotiis truly magnificent, 
adopting a medium between the fashions of Loft-* 
don and Paris. Her complexion wias exquisitely 
fkir ; and it was a disadvantage to her beauty, 
that the fashions of the day obUged her to hide^ 
the colour and texture of her fine silver tresses 
under a load of powder and pomatum. MatM^ 
looked handsome in any proper dresi^, atid truly 
noble in her gala robes. In her common evening 
dress, she adopted that of the court of Yet sames.. 
She had a bosom such as few men could look on 
without eniotion, or women without envy ; and she 
displayed more of its naked charms than strict 
modesty could approve; and far more than 
the Danes had ever witnessed in the pre* 
ceding queens, Sophia Magdalena, Louita, or 
Juliana. Making no allowance for the progress of " 
luxury and change of manners, the grave and il- 
liberal censured the fair young queen for that 
which delighted the young and gay. Matilda 
was a resolute and fearless horsewoman. It is 
believed that Struensee first led her to sit across 
her horse, like a man : no doubt this mascilline 
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habit> that was confined to the laboring farmers' 
wives and daughters, was adopted' for security's 
sake : but it gave great and general offence to all 
the middling and higher classes of females. Per- 
haps her masculine and indelicate appearance^ 
dressed in leathern small-clothes,* booted and spur- 
red, riding across a horse, did her more injury in 
public opinion, amongst the elegant and cultivated 
of her own sex, than her undue preference of 
Str uensee : a proof that, in an age of artificial de- 
licacy, the want of morals may sooner hope for 
pardon than of decorum. 

The queen grew excessively fond of hunting ; 
and the court, in every thing magnificent, kept 
up three establishments ; and for each of those, 
there was a separate uniform, on a very costly 
scale : the livery of which were as follows, viz. 

The uniform for the king's stag hunt was a 
buff coat, light blue collar and cuffs ; the coat 
trimmed all round with silver lace, scolloped; 
coat lined with blue; blue waistcoat, laced; 
leathern breeches; cQcked*hat, lac^d; black 
cockade. 

* In opposition to this waqt of candour in which too many 
historians are too apt to iadu]^^, we need only take the testimony of 
living witnesses, who can vouch for her imprudent conduct, and 
want of public decency on many occasions : a woman who could 
assume, and ride en culottes at the head of her guards, can cer» 
tainly not be said to have many pretensions to female delicacy**— Vide 
Woff's Northern Tour, p. 81. 



COURTS OF SWEDEN AND DENMARK^ lOS 

The uniform for the hare hunt was a gre6a 
velvet coat and waistcoat; leathern breeches, 
brown top boots^ cockldd-hat, green cockade. 

The falcon^ or hawk hunt uniform was the 
most magnificent, being crimson velvet, with 
green cuffs and collar, trimmed with gold lace ; 
leathern breeches ; gold*laced cocked-hat ; green 
cockade. 

When Matilda rode a hunting, she was dressed 
at all points as a man ! Her hair was dressed wiUi 
less powder, and pii^ied up closer, but in the 
usual style, i. e. side curls, toupee, and turned up 
behind : she wore a dove colour beaver hat, with 
a deep gold band and tassels; a long scarlet 
coat, faced with gold all round; a buff, gold- 
laped waistcoat ; frilled shirt, and man's necker*^* 
chief; buckskin small-clothes and spurs. That she 
made a noble figure mounted on a majestic steed, 
and dashing through the woods after {£e chace, 
her cheeks flushed with ruddy health and vio- 
lent exercise, may readily be conceded : but 
when she walked, the charm was dissolved : her 
abdominal rotundity, and knees that turned too 
much inward, spoiled her figure, and gave her an 
awkward gait : the calves of her legs were of sur- 
prising circumference ; her ancle large, her foot 
short and chubby. The king's dress was also a 
scarlet coat, buff waistcoat, and buckskin breeches ; 
but so diminutive was his appearance, compared 
with his wife, that he looked like a stripling. 
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Struensee dressed in the umform of the hunts that 
he attended, and was the indeparable companion 
of the queen, with whose person his robust 'figure 
accorded far better than that of her husband. 

Although Struensee asserted, in his defence, 
that his only object was to promote union and af« 
fection between the king and queen, it was noto* 
rious that the king was utterly disregarded ; and 
that, even at table, the (mly place where they 
regularly met, seldom a word passed between 
them ; and if they met in the galleries of the 
palace or elsewhere, they generally passed with-* 
out speakmg. 

Matilda grew very despotic after the eleva* 
tion of Struensee. Not only were all the atten- 
dants forbidden to speak to the king on pain of 
arbitrary imprisonment, but also to her son, the 
crown prince Frederick. It happened one day 
at Fredeiicksberg palace, that the boy fell down, 
and cried out lustily. Struensee's favourite valet 
chanced to see him, and set the little fellow 
on his feet. Matilda and Struensee saw the trans- 
action from the windows of the palace ; and an 
oflScer was ordered by the queen to send the 
valat to the Blue Tower, a civic prison near 
the long bridge, where disorderly persons were 
cbi^ed. Thither he was sent, and there he 
found erne of the English postillions, named Wil- 
liam Smith, who, forgetting the royal orders, 
crossed a passage in the liear of the queen's 
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apstrtments leading to the stables. The queen 
and Struensee were there, walking arm in arm, 
in deep conversation* For this breach of brdent 
he was sent to the Bine Tower, on bread and 
water diet, which not suiting Smith's stomach, 
he wrote on the wall, with a piece of charcoal^ 
in English, the following couplet, L e. 

^^ The queen, Brandt, and Straensee, 
May the devU take a)l the three^*' 

Smith broke prison, and ran away : Matilda 
then ordered a prison-room to be fitted up at 
Hirscholm palace, for the confinement of her ser- 
vants. It happened once that a lacquey entered 
a room on some occasion, when the queen was 
there, expecting Struensee : enraged at the disap- 
pointment and exposure, she caused the poor 
menial to be imprisoned and fed on bread and 
water ; a diet that might have been still more 
proper for herself. From these sources, in spite 
of the terrors excited by blue towers, or strong 
rooms, various scandalous reports got in circula* 
tion, highly to the prejudice of the queen and 
Struensee. 

There are plenty of views of the great palace 
of Christianborg to be found ; by any of which, 
the plan of that huge and magnificent structure 
may be understood. It consisted of six stories 
above the vaults : three of those were extremely 
large and lofty, and dedicated to state*purposes : 
three smaller stories ran between, not more than 
eight feet high, called 'the Messenin stories; wher^ 
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the fttate miuiaters and royal attendaiiits had suites 
of rooms : the queen's apartments vere in the 
grand (or east) front, on the second great story': 
the king's were on the same floor, but farther to 
the south : the royal chapel formed another divi^ 
loon of this vast palace : a lower structure, or win^, 
under which was one of the entrances to this huge 
structure, formed a continuation of the Messenin 
story : Struenjsee s apartments were in the Mes- 
senin story, opening into the grand passage lead- 
ing tp the royal chapeli and next to the queen's 
apartments : Count Brandt's apartments were on 
the same story, adjoining Struensee's, but next 
the chapel: from Struensees bed-room, there 
was a concealed staircase that led to the queen's, 
by means of which, if he bad not been surprised 
in his sleep, he might have escaped. 

Struensee was never appointed tutor to the 
crown prince; the child beiqg only four years 
old when that favourite fell: but, young as he 
was, the prince had an aversion to Struensee that 
could not be subdued : no doubt, in defiance of aH 
precautions, the attendants had told him that 
jStruensee was a bad man : nor could his mother 
make him call her favourite either Graaf^ or 
!Excellentje, but always " the Doctor," and that 
with a tooe of marked contempt. 

Under Struensee's direotions^ the young prince 
was treated in a very hardy manner : a companipn 

♦Count. 
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was assigned him, a soldier's chHd, whMe name was 
Edward; this boy was calkd a prince ; he was 
dressed in tbe same plain uniform as the crowa 
prince, eat of the same dish widi him, andskpt 
on the same mattress* This experiment waj^ 
made with a view to repress, in his earliest years, 
tho^e exalted notions of self*imp6rtance, that had 
proved 90 fatal to his unhappy father; and it 
seems to have answered its intended object ; asi 
our present beloved king is universally acknow-* 
ledged as the least haughty or assuming of sove*- 
reigns. These pair of little men, the pseudo, and 
the prince*born, frequently contended for mastery. 
One day, when they bad fought with gr^iter fury 
than udual, Frederick asked Edward how he dared 
raise his hand against A j^ prince ? — " A prince !" re- 
plied the other, ^' I am a prince as well as you 1'^ 
*' Yes, but I am crown .prince/' rejoined 
Frederick, and fell upon him again when he had 
owned himself conquered. Matilda hearing of 
this, had the little urchin sent for to her apart^ 
ment, as well as his companion, insisting that he 
should beg pardon o^ Edward : Frederick refused 
to submit to her award, and the queen, provoked 
by his stubbornness, beat him severely : he was 
conquered, but not subdued. As he withdrew, he 
turned his eyes resentfully towards Struensee, 
and said, '< Til go to the king, my father, and tell 
him, who shall send that, na^ dMAor away from 
your By means of these severities, Matilda, in 
his days of infancy, lost his affections ; so much 
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90, that if he were very unruly, his attendants, 
perhaps as much from malignant feelings as igno-^ 
lance^ used to threaten to take him to the queen ! 
Tint probabUity however is, that to the system 
tiius iotrodueed, this prince is indebted for the 
strength he afterwards acquired ;* as previously 
he was a weakly^ puny diild; very cross imd 
humorsome, continually crying $ would not walk^ 
but eried till he was carried ; and even at two 
years dd, the attendants, to make him quiet, uded 
to tell him, '' Your mama shall cmne to you'' To 
get over these hindrances to his health and intel^ 
loots, Struensee, with die api»*obation of &e 
queen, mtade a total change in die chUd's regimen : 
his food thenceforth was of the nu>st plain and 
smple description, svicfa as bread, lice, ^its, 
milk, vegetables, aE cold : he was bathed in cold 
water two or tlhree times each week ; till at last, 
he would go of himseif to the bath : the boys 
were very 1^^ clad^ and the last winter, had 
mother dkoes nor stockings, nor fire in their 
room : every tkmg was permitted that they could 
pr^are or produce by their own power : if they 
criod for any thing they desived^ it was not given^ 
them; nor were they corrected) menaced, or 
coaxed t if they fell, there they laid till they gc^ 
up^by their own hdp; no one was to show any 
cpnoem, or sasy any tiling about it : the crown 
prtniee and his comrade played together ; in^ 

* Vi^ VerantVrofttiQng des Grafen Struensee an die Koniglicke 
GDOuyillotty p» 97, 96^, S9, dlse^ 
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dressing and m eating they aasisted eacb Other : 
their apartment being free from any thing whereby 
they could injure themselves, they were not dis-^ 
turbed whatever noise they made; and their 
solitary life socm reconciled them after their peUy 
quarrels: both were called by their christian 
names only : thfey were accustomed to see stnm* 
gers, by which means c(»ifidence and ease were 
acquired : his education was to conamenoe in his 
sixth year ; prior to which he was left to the 
effects of his own experience, temperate diet, and 
exercise : they were mostly left by themselves ; 
by which means the fear of darkness was re- 
move4; and the attendants were forbidden to 
play 6r converse with them. After the introduction 
of this system, the crown prince was seldom ilL; 
and with the exception of one or two. slight india* 
positions^ his health was uninterrupted : he h^ 
the small pox from inoculation, extremely light, 
and also the measles : he had acquired as nmeh 
knowledge aa could be expected from his tender 
y^ars ; could dress and imdress himself without 
assistance ; and go up and down the great stair* 
case of the palace in a steady and careful manner; 
and was capable of every thing that could be 
expected from a child of his years : his healtit waa 
nproved, his temper and bad habits corrected ; 
and the utmost ear« taken that his inimt mind 
should not be inflated with vanity by adulation 
and high titles, through which the morals of 
princes are ao frequently vitiate^ in their infancy. 
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It redounds to the honor of Strueusee^ that hi&r 
enemies, paying their court to the prejudices oT 
the most illiterate and ignorant of the people, 
actually made this system a capital charge against 
him, falsely and absurdly affirming that it endan- 
gered not only the health, but the life of the 
prince. 

During the residence at Hirscholm palace, of 
Matilda and the court, in 1776, a black boy, intro- 
duced by Count Brandt, was constantly with the 
king : the presence of this youth, and the occasion 
of it, gave rise to many strange conjectures. After 
the fall of Brandt and Struensee, the young black 
was sent away, and heard of no more. . It was 
remarked that the boy never looked happy ^ and 
seemed anxious to keep as far from the king as 
possible. The dog Gourmand, and this young 
negro, were the chief associates of the king. - 

The Empress Catherine sent a beautiful young 
Circassian princess, whom Potemkin captured 

with the grand vizir's tent at , as a present 

to Queen Matilda. She was placed in the queen's 
apartments, with the ladies of her chamber : after 
the fall of Matilda, this young foreigner was sent 
back to the Russian court : she was very wild 
and gay, and about fifteen years of age. 

At Hirscholm, Struensee generally breakfasted 
in the queen's apartment: the table was spread 
with a profusion of dried meats, eggs, and other 
substantial food ; as well as tea, coffee, and choco« 
late.. The queen generally made a hearty breakfasts 
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. Wherever the court resided, it was a scene of 
t^ensuality in every shape. Before the queen and 
suite set out hunting, a hot lunckeanvrks served 
up in the apartment called the Rose, where the 
great officers of state, and foreigners of distinc- 
tion, dined. This consisted, not of gew-gaws, 
but of substantial dishes of meat, game, soups, 
fish, and pasties. 

Struensee generally took his breakfast ^ and 
luncheon in the queen's apartment; sometimes, 
a dish of chocolate or coffee in his own room, but 
not frequently. The king was served in his own 
apartment, and was considered of little more im- 
portance than his dog Gourmand, or his negro- 
boy. 

A few of the ladies foll6wed the example of 
the queen, dressed in the same uniform as the 
gentlemen, and rode across as they did: others 
under a riding habit, wore small-clothes and top 
boots> and sat sideways on their horses. Nothing 
could be tnore licentious than the court of Ma- 
tilda in 177G and 1771 : her palace was a temple 
oif pleasure, of which she was the high-priesteiss: 
every thing was found there calculated to excite 
and gratify sensual desires. A modest woman, or 
a decent man, would have been laughed out of 
countenance. The . queen was not then^ as here- 
tofore, generally beloved; she grew harsh and 
imperious towards her women; who were 
mostly ypung voluptuaries, for with such Stru- 
ensee and Brandt filled the court ; and indeed,^ 
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BO respectable lady would be seen tbere. With 
those young, blooming, immodest women, the 
pampered domestics belonging to Queen Matilda, 
and to Counts Struensee and Brandt, used to asr 
sociate. They too, had their balls, masquerades, 
concerts and canversationes, wherein decency or 
restraint were alike unseen. The vices of their 
voluptuous superiors were implicitly adopted, their 
manners aped, infirmities ridiculed, and their most 
secret transactions exposed.* Within three days of 
Matilda's being put to bed of the princess Louisa, 
namely, cm the 4th July 1771, she rode out on 
h/CNTseback : the horse plunged and kicked, till he 
backed into a dry ditch ; when Matilda, sitting 
firm and undismayed, flogged and spurred the 
restive animal till ^e conquered, and rode home 
unhurt* She was delivered of a daughter f at 
^his palace ; to which the queen dqwager Juliana, 
and Prince Frederick, stood sponsors : an act of 
courtesy intended to lull the suspicions of her 
intended victims, for the indiscretions of Matilda 
were all reported to her, perhaps with exaggera- 
tions; and at this early period, means were in 
contemplation to destroy Struensee, Brandt, and 
the rank and power of the queen. 

* " The poor queen of Denmark vras certainly very imprudent. 
I learn she would even appear ity full court in breeches, and the 
Qorthem nations are rigid in the bienseance.'' — IFalpoliana, vol. ii. 
p. 93. 

t Louisa Augusta, who was married to the late Prince of Au^ 
gustenburg. 
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Thejfe if^w/perhaps, no court in Eurdpe, where 
more respect waa shewn to foreign ministers, or 
their convenienqy more l^tudied, than ia Den- 
mark, At Hirsekolm» two dayd in the week^ they 
dined at the king'$> or rather thequems table. 
On their return from the drawing-room to their, 
respective apartments, they found a ticket oa 
their dressing-table, specifying where they were, 
to dine ; some at the king s table ; others at the 
lord chamberlain's, in the chamber catted tike 
Rose. 

The usual number that sat down to dinner *• 
at the king s table, was twelve : alternately five 
ladies and seven gentlemen, or seven ladies and 
five gentlemen. The king cut a wretched figure 
on these occasions : not so the queen, who dressed 
very superbly, and made a noble and splendid 
appearance. The king and queen were served on 
gold plate, by noble ]mges; the marshal of tiie 
palace sat at the foot of the latter ; the chief lady 
of the household, at the head ; the company, a 
lady and gentleman alternately, opposite to the 
king and queen. 

A table of eighty covers was provided every 
day in the Rose for the great officers of state,, 
who were served on silver plate : at this table, 
Struensee, Brandt, their friends and favorites, 
male and female, used to dine* The courtiers 
paid Struensee as much h(Hna^e as they used to 

* The dinner hoar was seven o'clock. 

12 
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pay to the king. His carriage was much changed ^ 
he grew haughty and imperious ; more and more 
magnificent in dress and equipage : but was that 
to be wondered at ? Where is the man who covld 
endure such a flood of good fortune unchanged^ 
A common mind may bear adversity with firm- 
ness : but show me the man that can conduct him- 
self with humility and forbearance under a long 
course of the highest possible prosperity; and I 
will own he is greats truly great. 

Long before the fatal catastrophe in which 
Count Rantzau bore so conspicuous a part, that 
noblemen strove to moderate the conduct . of 
Struensee. Of the nature of the connexion of 
the latter with the queen, he was at no lops to 
guess ; and he was well informed relative to the 
treatment of the king, for whose .life he enter- 
tained serious apprehensions: the attendants, by 
their shrugs and shaking of their heads, spread 
reports m&re unfavorable than if they had openly 
told all they knew. It was reported in the palace 
liiat .Brandt intended to murder the king, in 
order that the queen might be regent during the 
minority of her son. Nor can I dismiss frbm my 
mind a belief in the reality of such a design having 
been entertained. Struensee had already comr 
mitted the next greatest crime to murder ; he 
was in possession of the sovereign power ; of course 
he wished to retain it, and he knew, as. long as 
the king lived, he should be continually exposed 
to punishment.: it is therefore consistent with 
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iiuman nature to suppose, that he wouM rather 
consent to put a period to the animal existence 
of a wretched being who was politically and phy- 
sically dead, than see Matilda hurled from the 
throne, and himself consigned to the scaffold. 

The letters written by Count Rantzau^ to 
Brandt, sufficiently testify the reality of the sus- 
picions of the former, respecting the designs of 
the latter against the king's hfe. Of the inteu- 
tion to deprive the king of his life, the party ac- 
cused was probably guilty; but of legal proof 
there was none ; the law was shamefully strained; 
and if I cannot eirteem Brandt as an innocent 
man, in the moral acceptation of the term, he cerr 
tainly was judicially murdered. 

Count Rantzau expostulated with Struensee, 
as far s^s he judged it was prudent: if he had 
gone further, he would have been ordered to his 
estate, and of course been too far off the king to 
render him any assistance in the hour of peril. 
He was never friendly to the views of Juliana 
Maria ; he would far rather have seen Matilda at 
the head of the government, if she had not, in an 
unguarded moment, thrown herself and the sove- 
reignty too, into the hands of Struensee. Count 
Rantzau would have served the queen, if he had 
fieen the least. prospect of doing^ so effectually; 
but he was too cautious a courtier to venture his 
life and character in support of a man of so, little 

* See Appen<lix» 
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prudence as Struensee possessed : and whose con- 
duct, in the case of the mutiny of the Norwegian 
seamen, in October, 1771, confirmed the suspi- 
cions entertained respecting his total want of 
personal courage. He was then so vehemently 
alarmed, that his pusillanimity made Matilda blush. 
Afraid of the approaching tempest, he implored the 
queen to allow him to depart the kingdom, as the 
only means of saving his life or hers. She looked 
at him with ineffable scorn, and told him to flee 
from her whom he had deprived of character and 
friends, abandoned to the mercy of her foes. 
The bitterness with which she reviled Struensee 
on this occasion, and her constant opposition to 
his wishes of withdrawing, are supposed to have 
had considerable weight in producing the confes- 
sions made after his arrest, that criminated the 
unfortunate queen. The haughty, violent temper 
of Matilda, whose mind was constantly perturbed,, 
rendered her less amiable in Struensee's eyes,^ 
than she, on their first private interview, ap- 
peared at Travendahl ; and the want of courage in 
Struensee, made her, who was a heroine, look on 
him with contempt : so true it is that there caii 
be no steady friendship that has its foundation 
laid in vice. 

The queen dowager, Juliana Maria, now 
began to shew herself again; her hopes once 
more revived ; she saw with secret delight, the 
embers of discontent glowing in every quarter 
of the kingdom; and if she could not procure 
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the crown for her son Friederiek, now in his 
nineteenth year, she hoped, during the life of 
Christian the Seventh, to attain the sole exercise 
of sovereign power. 

She affected to feel the utmost commisefa^ 
tion for the king, and fear for his safety. Heif 
agents industriously spread alarming reports as to 
the designs of * the doctor's cabals as Struensde's 
partisans were ironically called. She bore the 
most deadly hatred towards Count Rantzau: 
but finding he was violently enrage^ against 
Struensee and Brandt, Juliana employed her 
confidant, Guldberg, to sound him; giving the 
strictest charge to impress on the count, that it 
was not for political power she was seeking, but 
to save the life of the king ; and that she should 
advise the establishment of a council, consisting 
of Count Rantzau, and the principal old nobility, 
to govern the state. She never hinted one word 
as to any intei^tion of proceeding criminally 
against Matilda. Juliana was an adept in dissi- 
mulation; and in this difficult negociation, she 
exceeded all former transactions of a treacherous 
nature. Neither Matilda nor her guilty favorite, 
felt tranquil : it was impossible but innumerable 
occurrences must have reminded her of her dan- 
ger, and filled her conscious bosom with the most 
gloomy apprehensions. 

When she travelled, or went out in the woods, 
Matilda was constantly attended by running 
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footmen.* One of those gaudy appendages of 
royalty detected Matilda and Struensee in a situa- 
tion that admitted of no misconstruction, t Soon 
afterwards Juliana Maria paid an evening visit to 
Matilda at Hirscholm. She travelled by torch 
light, and was attended by Chamberlain Blucher.J 

* They were usually apprenticed seven years ; and performed 
astonishing feats of activity and strength, and would common^ 
leap a six-barred gate without touching. Queen Matilda would 
suffer them to run before her carriage all the way to Hirscholm, 
a distance of fifteen English miles, without rest: this they 
peiformed in two hours ! Sometimes she would let them get up 
behind her coach, but not oiben. Their, livery was very costly, 
with plates of gold in their caps: they had pensions when they 
grew old. Struensee had two, and ten other servants ; he changed 
his liveries three times, as he was advanced ; the last was green 
velvet: his running footmen wore buff jackets, sea-green scarf, 
green velvet caps, with a plate of solid gold with Struensee's crest 
embossed on the front. 

t ** Of her (Matilda's) intimate connexion with her favorite minister, 
there seems not to be the shadow of a doubt. It was one of the chief 
articles in the impeaclunent of Struensee ; — not denied by him, and 
partially confessed by herself. I have heard one of her pages assert, 
^^ that whilst playing in the knight^s saloon in the palace, he accident- 
ally fell against a concealed door in the wall,'' (no doubt under the 
hangings) " which, leading to a long passage, discovered the queen 
and her paramour t^te a t^te, to their no small surprise and mortifi- 
cation." — Wolff* 8 Northern Summer^ p. 81. 

% A Uood relation to Marshal Blucher. The then chaniberlain 
19, or recratly was, living at Altena. An elderly gentleman of this 
name, and office, probably the same individual, is mentioned in the 
Northern Tomt, p. 98. 
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This was the lust visit she ever paid Matilda^ 
and its insidious object was, during the bustle 
occasioned by her arrival, to afford Bluchet an 
opportunity of! gathering what inforaiation he 
could from treacherous attendants, relative to the 
proceedings of. * the doctors cabal.] She stopped 
only a short time; but her behaviour to the 
reigning queen was more than ever flattering 
and kind ; yet, not four hours before, with well 
dissembled sorrow, she had expressed her ab-^ 
horrence of the utter depravity of Matilda, 
whom she affected to consider as a woman lost to 
tBvery sense of honor or decency! 

The court lingered at Fredericksborg, appa^ 
rently unwilling to venture into Copenhagen until 
the regiment of Falkenskjold * should have ar- 
rived, which .was intended to have relieved the foot 
guards. Matilda and Struensee saw themselves 
beset on every side with the most pressing dan? 
gers. Their frequent consultations usually termir 
nated in the hope of some favorable contingency 
removing the source of their apprehensions, but 
without being able to adopt any specific remedy. 

Whilst-dismay reigned in the palace of Ma- 
tilda, confidence and hope enlivened the coun- 



* General Falkenskjold, colonel of the re^ment of Zealand, 
was a man of very arbitrary, haughty, and over-bearing mannert; 
htf was about 45 years of age, tall and \vell made; iiill six feet 
bigh; he lived in lodgings in Copenhagen. 
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tehance of Juliana at Fredensborg. CSoimt Rant* 
2au had joined her party. The high rank> talent^ 
and dourage of Rantzau, rendered the ac(|Qi* 
sition invaluable. They met in Copenhagen : 
Juliana having, to favour her machinations, en- 
tered the city before Matilda. After their 
first compliments were over, Juliana said, '^ Stru<* 
ensee dabbles in half measures, and he will 
inevitably fall: he should have ordered me to 
rei^de at Fredensborg, and have sent your excels 
lency to Aschberg." On this interview, Struensee 
and Brandt were destined to destruction: The 
queen dowager, however, pledged her word of 
honor not to attempt any thing against the personal 
safety of the reigning queen. As soon as Rant* 
zau was' gone. Prince Frederick, who had been 
very reserved during the interview, asked his 
mother,, how she could behave so friendly to 
a man towards whom her heart was filled with so 
much enmity ? '' Because Z wish to ruin him;" 
was her laconic reply. 

That which accelerated the blow that levelled 
Struensee with the dust, was the ring that 
Rant2au had given to Chridtian the Seventh at 
Aschberg. It was returned to ^ the count by 
Colonel Kohler Banner. " The king has sent 
you this," said he, " and claims the performance 
of your promise." Rantzau seized the token, and 
laying his hand upon his sword, said to the 
colonel, '* Inform my king, if in your power, that 
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tny life and fortune are at his service." Count 
Rantzau, was in his heart, true and loya^ to 
the king: Colonel Banner, a partisan of Juliana. 

As the decisive moment approached, rumours 
of the foulest kind "were circulated every hour, 
directed against Queen Matilda and her ministers; 
the life of the king was said to be in jeopardy » 
and Count Brandt was accused of beating 
and horse-whipping his sovereign. Christian the 
Seventh was once the darling of the people : the 
licetitious conduct of Matilda and her court, 
had lost her the respect of the best class of 
people, and rendered the lower class furious in 
their hatred of her, and her devoted minion. 

She was called " the great w ," and Chris- 

tianborg " the great b ^y house." All their 

former affection for their king returned; and even 
Juliana became in some measure popular, be- 
cause in her they recognized the enemy of 
Matilda, Struensee, and Brandt. How changed 
was the scene within six short years, when the 
cruel Juliana was execrated, and driven into retire^- 
ment ; and the young and fair Matilda the object 
of love and reverence, and greeted with acclama- 
tion wherever she appeared! Yet was Juliana 
incomparably tnore guilty thaii the reigning 
queen, since to her deadly malice the frailties 
and the vices of Christian were imputable ; and if 
Matilda had had a hian for her huiiband, pos-** 
sessed of common dense, and a sound body, in 
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all probability she would have gone through life 
without reproach or disgrace. 

Although the accounts published in Germany 
and England are radically erroneous in many im- 
portant particulars ; yet the statement , that the 
French and Swedish ministers warned Struensee 
of his danger from the machinations of Rantzau 
and Kohler Banner are perfectly correct.* But 
so well was Struensee aware of the rooted an- 
tipathy that Rantzau cherished in his bosom 
towards Juliana, he could not persuade himself 
any possible circumstance could induce him to 
support her party; and without Rantzau's help^ 
and a» long as he remained master of the king'a 
person, Struensee flattered himself his power 
could not be overthrown. The work so ably trans- 
lated by Mr. Latrobe is also extremely unjust to 
the memory of Count Rantzau, with whose motives 
and character the author was evidently unac* 
quainted, or determined to traduce : he even ac- 
knowledges that Rantzau, not long before the 
catastrophe took place, waited upon Struensee, 
and remonstrated with him on the state of af- 
fairs, and that '' Struensee met his arguments 
with objections ; his protestations of candour with 
thanks i and hi^ warnings with the usual smile of 
contempt of a short-sighted mind," Yet, he accuses 
Rantzau of a want of sincerity, and to complete 
his own blunders, stigmatises him — as a coward i, 

* Vide Latrobe, p, 156, 157, 158. 
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Count Rantzau's character for courage and 
generosity ; the splendor of his name, and influ-' 
ence over the soldiery, far more than the example 
of either Kohler Banner or Eichstedt, determined 
the subaltern officers and troops to support an 
attempt that they were taught to believe was 
called for by their captive monarch. Early in 
the morning of the 17th January, 1772, Rantzan 
shewed them the ring that Kohler Banner had 
brought to him, and told them, with powerful 
emotion, when he had put that ring on the finger 
of their king. It was this circumstance that prin- 
cipally determined their conduct. Rantzau see^ 
ing that their feelings were powerfully moved, 
sent a trusty messenger to Juliana to tell her to 
te prepared at two a o'clock : and having posted 
the troops as he thought most prudent, he led a 
detachment into the interior of the palace to release 
the king, and arrest the queen Matilda,- Struensee 
and Brandt ; whilst measures were taken to se- 
cure the brothers of Struensee, and all his princi- 
pal adherents who resided in the city. 

An enterprize more hazardous could scarcely 
be conceived ; and nothing but the consummate 
prudence, courage, and address which Count Rant- 
zau displayed on this trying occasion, could have 
carried it into execution. The count had pledged 
liis word of honor to the king to hasten to his aid 
at the hour of peril; and his king had claimed the 
performance of that engagement ^ but his intel- 
lects were so {eeble, and he was knowa to be so 
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completely, awed by the diseipUne to which he 
had long been subjected^ that it wa9 iK>t at all 
improbable he should either totally forget, or 
disown, what he had done ! In case qf faUure, aioi 
i^ominious death awaited Rantzau ; and if suc- 
cessful, he was well aware that it wasi too prot 
bable that the sovereignty would be tr^n^^^rred to 
Juliana, that he was about to wrest for ever from 
the unsteady hand of the voluptuous Struensee* 
Count Rantzau did not ri9k himself by any com? 
munication with thQ troops tiU the moment of 
action had arrived : — Juliaqa^, like a tygress, wa» 
waiting in breathless an:^iety th0 eventful xao-^ 
ment: Kohler Banner and Eichst^dt were em* 
ployed in receiving the reports brought by Guld- 
berg, and watching the residence of the rest of 
the destine^d victims: Matilda^ Struensee, and 
Brandt, exhausted by pleasure, had sunk into 
profound repose, from which they were to be 
awakened to behold the frightful abyss that 
yawned to receive them. 

On the night of the 16th of January, a ball 
and masquerade was given by the court. Ma- 
tilda, magnificently dressed, and full of spirits, 
danced with Count Struensee, also with Prince 
Frederick) and conversed with his treacherous,, 
black-hearted mother, who seemed more than 
usually civil and attentive. As soon as count 
Rantzau appeared, the queen dowager and her son. 
watched with intent gaze, every glance of his ey^ 
and Qvery st^p he took. As he passed the king^ 
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{^^ts^afip^U ^Oyr^^f biit did not ofifer to approaeli : 
H^e kixig laughed, began jumping about, a^id ran 
to bi^ fnend Qounnand^ that lay stretched o^ a 
jmigwSicent ^ofn. Pattiag him on the b^ad, the kipg 
said aloud, " Minfortrorligste vml' i. e, " 4/^ f?*W< 
tmst'g of frwds'' Rantzau fuUy understQod Aq 
{i^eaning of Iju^ signal, and felt his confidence re«» 
M^UTi^d : but again and again was his heart read; 
to burst a^ he loojced at the queen, at Stru^nsee, 
at Brandt, and reflected oji the horrors in whiq)! 
a fhyr short hours would involve them. Thi^re waii 
hp vever no room for compromise or parley ; the 
die n^ugt be cast, and he abide the issue ! The 
ball was closed by the queen and Prince Frede- 
rick : the queen> attended by Struensee, retired to 
her apartments for the last time! Struensee 
ipupt have gone to the queen's room ; for there 
h!s white b^ar skin cloak was found a few hon^a 
ffi^r. She must have descended by means of the 
sficret staircase to Struensee's apartment, where 
the guilty p^r had their last t^te k t^te, and se-^ 
pig^ated never to nieet again. 

The young Norwegian yalet whom Matilda 
l^d imprisoned in the Blue Tower, for helping the 
^r^^m prince to get up when he had tumbled, slept 
ijQi an anti-room, adjoining his master 's^ Count Stru- 
^9ee : he was laid down on a sofa, waiting tp 
imdresq hia master. It must be S:uppos€id that at 
such a crisis this intelligent young man saw and 
h^ard enough to convince him, that from secret 
c<>n^piracy, or open insurrection, his master was in 
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imminent danger; to which causes the singular 
dteam he had at that critical moment^ was pro* 
bably owing ; for whilst the queen and Struensee 
were enjoying the last few moments that fate 
allotted those guilty victims of unhallowed passion 
should pass together, the valet, dreamt that he saw 
Godsckau, the state executioner, embracing Str(i* 
ensee, whose features bespoke the utmost horror 
and agony : presently he saw Queen Matilda 
dressed most magfnificently, with Struensee by 
her side, seated under a canopy of state : then his^ 
wandering imagination carried him to the custom- 
house stairs, and he thought he saw the queen 
Matilda, Struensee, Brandt, Lady Gohler, and the 
principal persons attached to the court, approaching 
in a magnificent barge, which in a moment went 
to pieces, and the persons in it seemed lost, or 
struggling with the waves ; amongst them he saw 
Matilda, who screamed aloud, ^' Save me ! save me t 
Struensee drags me down !" The young valet, full 
of horror, stretched out his arm to reach her 
amongst the wreck ; when the bell above his head 
was rung. He suddenly awoke, his cheeks wet 
with the tears he had shed ; his limbs still shook,- 
and he trembled as he obeyed the call to undress* 
his master. Just as he entered Struensee's room, 
he heard the private door shut, and also the 
retiring step of Matilda, who had just left the 
count ; who, surprised at the affright and dismay 
so visible on his face, said, '* Ernestus! what ails 
you ; what has alarmed you ?" The poor fellow 



COURTS OF SW£0£N AK0 DENMARK* |20 

eould scarcely speak till a fiood of tears came to 
his relief. Apprehensive he might fiEunt away, 
Straensee took his hand and felt his pulse, wjbicli 
was high and throbbing ; to compose which he 
tock up a small silver-mounted medicine case that 
9tood under the table, and gave the valet some 
drops in a glass of wetter, which presently 
revived him. The count was still in the mas* 
querade dress -in which he had returned from 
tiie Frendi theatre, where it had been held, which 
was within the walls of Christianborg : he 
looked remarkably well. His faoe flushed with 
heal^ and pleasure; and his fine hair rather 
dishevelled. As the valet undressed him, he asked 
what dresim had frightened him so much ? Emestua 
remaiiied silent : the count repeated his orequest } 
when, dropping the executicmer, and the queen's 
exdamaticHi, Ernestus told the rest. Struensee 
smiled, and appeared thoughtful; but presently 
he said, '^ You must go and see Mademoiselle 
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in the morning; and her handsome face will soon 
$et all to rights again."* Struensee^ as was his 
custom, after he had lain down, took his book in 
his hand to read himself asleep^f His valety 
having a master-^key, locked the door on the oat- 
side, ^md retired to his own bed. His sleep was, 

* This was a gay yoang hufy, bdonging to Matilda^s txiani, 
whose hair the young valet ^bad dressed previous to her appearing 
at court; and with who^ ErneMus was supposed to stand in hi^h 
6vor. 

t Pttpc^s Abelsrd Mid Eloisa. 

K 



iiewe ver,. Qtill perturbed and itf^sound ; he thought. 
i^e heard strange, voices^, and the footsteps of 
many* persons parsing and rer^passing ; at last he, 
distinctly heard some fme endeavoring to open^ 
99 it were with an iron instrument, the outer door: 
^f his room. His terrors now becamie realities : be^ 
leaped out of bed, smd aj^proaehed the door to^ 
listen to those witho:ut ; but softly as h^ i&qv€4m 
bis steps were, hieiard, jand in a low voice, he wa» 
c^onnmanded in. the king's name, to open the dooj 
iy$ pain of instant djeatb* It is not wonderful tbaj(r 
the. yQ:ung niani instead .of alarming his master,: 
obeyed tbift formidable 'sumijaons, and gtPive a^niit- 
f ance to bis enemies; in an instant, but yet with-i 
out noise or tumultjr colonel Kohler Banner,* dres?i-> 
^din full uniform, being red turned, up withblac^i 
with two inferior officers, and .Captain DissQntilii 
of the Norwegian t'egprnent^ stept within : two 
soldiers held each a cocked pistol to his he^d^ 
and another pointed A second to his breastj 
whifet the colonel, bearing a wax taper in hi^ 
hand, anxiously, yet sofUy exclaimed— r** /f^5^ 
you' awoke tke count?" " I have not i" "You/ 
are sure of that ? remember, you are a, st^tef 
prisoner : and your life pays ]the forfeit, if yputfW 
me falsehoods;" .Tb6 colonel then went to the door 

,' ^.GoIbnelKcMer Banner used to pay the. utmost homage to 
Count StraeiisQe, and freqt^ently assisted at his ministerial dinners. 
He was, .at. that;. time, the seq-et; agent of Juliana and Guldberg^ 
In his person he was about live feet ten inches l^igh ; middle aged^ 
dark complexion, and cursed with abase and t^eacherooa heart . 



COURTS OF S^]5DE:Br ANDDXNMARK. 131 

offStruensee s room :* fitidisg it fast; he said to tfaet 
ralet, *^Hive youakey ?" "Y«s,yoiirexc6HeiK;y, I 
have a master-key." " Thexioperi the door as*SQftl}i$ 
as possible.'' Ernestus obeyed, aod X^olonel Baniiet 
was the first that entered, the valet by his aide; 
there were thi:ee inferior oflScers, each with a 
drawn: sword in his. right, and a wax light in his 
left hand. Thelcount slept feosouiidlythat he did 

* Count Struiensee's apartment was furnished in a style of regal 
magniiicence : theniirrOTB were large •and of the purest glass; thi 
mpst conunon utensils <^ silver, . or silv;^ gilt ) The royal suite of 
rooms above the Meg^enin gtory (u e. enti€ sal) were of extraardit 
nary height, by which means the Messenin story (middle stories) 
were jiecessarjly very low: thus Count Struensee's and Brandt's 
rooms were only eight feet high. Count Struenseie's bed-room was 
hung with rich figured damask : the furniture of his bed, and of the 
Mihdo^s, were purple velvet richly trimmed with deep gold fringes 
the canopy waa formed in the shape of; a; royal croyvn. . Between 
his magnificent dressing-table and the foot of his superb bed, covered 
by the costly hangings, was a concealed door that opened to a staircase 
leading to the queen's apartment ; by which means, unknown to their 
attendants, they could visit each other. Struensee was particularly 
nice ill his person and dress, and used the most costly perfumes pro- 
fusely. — His valet slept in an anti-room through which lay thef way to 
the count's bed-chamber : the valet's bed furniture was magnificent, 
being sky-blue sill^ trimmed with, silver lace and fringe : it was con- 
feezed by a superb screen. A bell was hung over this bed, the pull 
16 which was in the counfs room. There was a segret closet in this 
room, also concealed by the hangings, in which Ernestus had pV^seiice 
XX miiid to throw some papers and other articles before he opened 
the door- to Colonel Kohler Banner. After the execution of the un- 
fortunate Struensee, the feithful valet found means to get iiHo the 
room he had formerly occupied, where he found the pa^fer^ safe 5 
which, M6 th^y beeti discovered by his enemies, would have atoifco 
criminated more than one captive. • . -. -i ^ .* 

k2 
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not awake with all tlus noise, and blaze of tapers^ 
He was lying upon his right side, his head ;apoaL 
his arm. The book he had been reading lay on the 
floor. After a moment's pause, during which 
Kohler Banner stood gazing sternly on the un* 
conscious culprit, he approached, and touching 
Struensee on the shoulder, awoke him to all the 
horrors of sudden and sure perdition ! * 

His consternation may be much easier con- 
ceived than described. Suddenly he rose half up, 
tod wild with terror, said, ** What's all this : in 
Ck)d's name^ what is all this about?" — Colonel 
Kohler Banner, in a loud and stern voice, answered 
him, ** You are the king's prisoner : behold the 
royal warrant for your ajrrest.t You must dress 
yourself without delay and come with me." ^^ You 
will allow me to find clothes to dress withT saM 

* The queen and Struensee returned to Christianborg pala^, 
where Julium and all the royal family had apartments ; and where, 
in case of an insurrection, they were Jikely to be taken or massacred* 
To save c^pearances, they waited for Falkenskjold*s regiment, when 
general Eicbstedt^s dragoons, and Colonel Kohler Banner's infimtrjT 
regiment, could have been removed ; and then the devc^ed pair in- 
tended to have set out on a tour through the duchies of Sleiswick 
and Holstein : the dehiy was fatal : had their intentions been executed^ 
It might have proved so to the unfortunate Christian the Seventh. 
Editor, 

t The accoimt translated by Latrobe, is radically fiilse in many 
important particuhirs respecting the arrest of Struensee ; which 
errors have been successively copied into ahnost every work published 
since that time. Colonel Kohler Bann^ positively did not seize 
the count by the throat, nor shake him ; and he bad in his hand the 
king's warrant Jfor Struensee's arrest 
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fi^rumwe : l^mser tken peraiitttd the Talet to g^ 
to Ms master's wardrobe^ who hastily snatehed a 
l^ght blue morning frock, with round . €ufis, that 
had been made in London^ of Mandusster velvety 
and a waistcoat of the same ;* but such was his 
confusion, he could not find any small-clothes, and 
the count was forced to piit on the pair of pink^ 
coloured breeches! which he had worn at the 
masquerade. It w&s a cold wintery morning, 
and his valet, who felt as miich for his master as 
fiir himself, asked the colonel to allow him to go 
with a guard to the queen s room for the count's 
for doak i^ Captain Dissentin accompanied liim» 

* The unfortunate count went to the pleMse of execution droned 
m tboae lame clothes. 

t Jens Wdffe, Esq. consul general in London, was the chief of 
ntk opulent and long-establii^d commercial firm ; which was ulti* 
mately overwhelmed by national misfortunes that could neither be 
Icves^en by their victims nor prevented. He was deservedly re* 
spected for benevolence of heart, public spkit, and high endowmenta 
The editor regrets having to notice the errors that through inad* 
vertence have crept into the pages of such a writer* Mr. Wolfi 
Mllected his materials relative to the catastrc^he in questioB, fiill 
forty years subsequent to its occurrence. To that ciKunutancei^ 
•ad to the want of better information in his informants, the strii^ of 
errors that appear in pages 84 and 85 are imputable. The stDsy of 
Count Struensee reproaching his valet relative to a pdisse^ and the 
vrteseche rok^ u e, blaidcet coat, are totally groundless. If Mr. Wolft 
were to makfe a fiurther inquiry, he would be convinced of having 
been deceived, 

X In Latrobe^s trtusladon it k^ implied that Struenaee had been 
arrested and sent to. prisoti before the queen was arrested ; but thn 
fiict proves the contrary; aiid that the queen was first taken into 
custody. 



134 sficRBT^ mwouY ar. the : > 

• 

bearing a torch in one hand, and a drawn svrordijel 
ibe other. Count Rantzau* and General Eichstedtip 
.were there, with several inferior military officei^ 
bearing swords and tapers in their hands. Rantzau, 
land all the officers, were uncovered. His appears 
ance denoted excessive mental agitation. Pror 
bably his mental sufferings were intense as those of 
his royal victim. The queen> who appeared almost 
as tall and robust as the eouiit, was standing with 
her back towards him; and one of her women 
was then lacing her stays. When the queen heard 
the well-known voice of Struensee's valet, she 
turned towards him, and said, '* Tell your mastet 
to emulate his queen, and repel insult with scorn 

and defiance." Her face was greatly flushed ; her 

.''■■■ . . • 

. * At this period (1772) Count Rantzan was i^bout sixty years 
of 1^9 ; bis features were good ; complexion florid ; and when young, 
be- must have* been very handsome : he had a slight cast in his eyes ; 
he. was near six fe^t high ; his hair was become grey through age; 
but to hide that unyoutifid vnark, the old beau used black pomatum; 
t. e. pomatum thickened with faair-powder burnt black. His ma&r 
ners were highly polished : — ^when he arrested the young queen, he 
fold on a scarlet surtQut Ijned and triippied with fur ; a commander 
in chiefs regimental poQJt Uen/sath,.red turned up with. buff ;.hi9 
under dress was silk* . : i 

' t General Eichstedt was merely a creature of Juliana's: be had. 
not one bright or amiable trait in his character; but wad coarse in 
bis manner ; and speaking comparatively, illiterate. In his person 
he was rather short and stout ; about forty years of age ; arlHtrary 
towards all beneath him ; tov^ards the queen dowager, her 8on,'and 
'Count Rant^iEtu, fiiwnitig apd servile. He lived in 1772 in the 
Kol Torvet. He commajided the regiment of dragooos, a company 
of which escorted the unfortunate Matilda to Cronenborg Casitle. 
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fiaitors diatDrted by rage arid grief; and Jhfer imie 
tresses; all m disorder, floated xouad J|;ier bosoiopl^ 
fetching below her waist ; her iemale attendaatd 
looked, like pale pictures of despair r-rttfthe valrt 
gazed mournfully : he w^as about: to reply, wheit 
Count. Rantzau fiercely exclsumed, f' Silence f;if 
f outspeak, you die !" The young man, dismayed 
and confounded, bowed humbly to the queeni 
as hp was hurried back to his master, whom 
he found dressed, and gi:eatly agitated. Pert 
ceiririg that his valet. had nothing on but his 
shirt and smallrclothes,^: he said to Coloneil 
KoUer Banner, "Why is my poor servant thuei 
kept naked ? in God's name, let him Mve bis 
^thes :" yppn which he was.permittedito dress; 
apd whilst Colonel Banner and )his officers were 
hurrying Struensee to tl^e guard-room, . wherta 
Brandt had already arrived, the > valet contrived 
to take up his master's gold English repeater? 
his ring and brooch, both pf diamonds of great 

yalue, the gifts of the qyeen;t and also ^ the purs^ 

. > ■ f 

* The ai^ciety shewn by Count Struensee relative to his valet 
was occasioned by seeing him stand nearly undressed in a cold 
Winter's morning.' Perhaps it was this circumstance, imperfectly 
remembered, that led to ^e mistakes that are. mentioned- iii a pfe*' 
ceding note. It was a striking filature in this sad spectacle^ that a 
yakt half dressed went to thechamberof the queen, and saw. her. in 
tfaesaioe state ;. her room M of militaiy officers ! 

* t The repeater was of the most superb and costly kind, set round 
with a'doulde row of briHianfs: with the chains and setds, it^'uVas 
^0rth three hundred pounds. The diamond ring and broodnjosf** 
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tliat Alt count bad laid on the taiite near kui bed^ 
gfaie, conl^aming about eighty gold ducats : tfaoae 
he fiecur^d, as he thought for the benefit of bis 
master. In a few minutes he was called below : 
tiiere he saw the gaaid-^room blazing with tapew ; 
and the two state prlsoncirs, who wisre kept sepa* 
fate. Presently two hackney coaches d tore up 
to the door : StrueMee, aeoompa^ied by* officers 
armed with loaded pistols and drawn swords, was 
put into the first coach, and Brandt into the 
second. Escorted by a strong party of dra^ 
goons, the cavalcade proceeded from Christian- 
borg palace, over the Hoey Bro, (High Bridge) 
along the Stora Stradet, Kongens Nye Torv, and 
Norgen Oaden, to the citadel. Here the two 
prisoiM^s were x^onfined in separate rooms be- 
longing to the officers; and two officers, who 
were relieved every two hours, were constanUy 
in Ibe room, and two sentinels outside the door* 
During their progress to ^e citadel through the 
principal parts of the city, Struensee i^ept, wrung 
his bands, and shewed the utmost grief and de- 
spondency; whilst the companion of his misfor- 
tunes, though not the witness of his weakness* 
Count Brandt,^ displayed that high spirit which 

* Count finevold Brandt was dtaeeiided frotti « noble, thoogli 
sot a titled fitmily. He was s fiur superior «harseter to Stroenaee, 
and if he had been the fiivored lover, is all probability be might have 
avoided the fate that befel his friend Stmenaee, whose greatest aus* 
fiMrtune was his being a foreigner,. Count Bnuidt, in person, was 
moderately taU> light made; a fine military %are; he was greatly 
marked hf the smaO pes; his eyes, hair, and emofiksaimk dark; 
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never forsook him ; aot even when Godsckau, the 
executioner, laid his hands upon him, to mutilate 
his body and take his life. 

lively and gay to an extreme; he drefsed with great elegance; 
Yfta munificent and generous; a general lover, and the idol of the 
ladies of Matilda^s giddy court . The portrait, given in the Con- 
Tenkn of Straensee, it a wreldied performance, not at all resem* 
Utng; the fsimated and vohiptuous of%iM* 
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Critical situation of JuKdnd Maria, Count Rdfitzaity 
and the other conspirators. — The courage of Queen 
Matilda. — Cowardice of Struensee. — A singular 
riot : its source developed. — The execution of 
Brandt and Struensee. 

- IN the arrest_of the queen. Count Rantzau had 
occasion for all his fortitude and presence of mind. 
Difficulties beset him every step he moved : when 
he reached the king's bed-room, the glare of the 
tapers, alarming him as he awoke, seemed to 
have driven all recollection of Rantzau from his 
mind ; whilst, the sight of the queen dowager and 
her son, called to the king's remembrance that 
inbred dread and hatred which he had ever felt 
towards them: he turned, with marks of fierce re- 
sentment and strong aversion, from that insidious 
and cruel woman, then kneeling by his bed-side. 
Count Rantzau saw the peril he was in ; and the 
alarm of the queen dowager and her son was 
such that they seemed petrified with horror. The 
count motioned them to retire from the bed- 
side ; and then approaching, he told the king that 
he had obeyed his orders, and rushed to his 
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^sistance ; " My death, sire," said he, *' whiclv will 
be the sure result of your iadecision, concerns me* 
less than the fate which may befel your majesty^ 
after I am gone." Weak and irresolute,, the king 
kept saying^' "What can I do! what can I do!*? 
f* To save your life,'sire, you must order Struensee 
and Brandt into arrest." After a few minutes^ 
pause, during which he repeated the samt^ 
ejaculatidns as before, • the king signed those in-^ 
strumehts that Guldberg^ had prepared. The 
destiny of the reigning queen had occasioned long 
discussions between Juliana Maria and the count ; 
the former being eager to proceed against her 
with every possible severity ; whilst Count Rant^ 
zau as firmly refused to have any thing to do with 
the business if the queen dowager acted as though 
persona} aggrandisemeiiit, and the gratification of 

* M . Guldberg, then about forty years of age, wis to Juliana, per- 
Kaps, what Stfuensee was to Matilda ; but Juliana was an arch dissem- 
bler, and Guldberg was steady and discreet. Like Struensee, he was 
of plebeian extraction, and the son of a. Norwegiaa clergyman ; he 
had served.inthe church at Roeskild. He possessed many good, and 
some amiable qualities; which, joined to his learning and talents,^ 
procured him the appointment of tutor to Prince Frederick, son to 
JFuliana ; a step that led to the confidence he afterwards enjoyed with 
that princess. He^'was devoted to study and busrness. * During 
Struensee^s short-lived greatness, M. Guldberg was a frequent 
visitor, perhaps a treacherous guest* After the fall of Struensee, Ihi 
irpse upon his ruins, and became a minister of state. It was rather 
lingular that he married two sisters, the daughters of a miller at 
Fredensborg^ After his dismissal, on the 28th March, 1784^ by 
the soa of Matilda, he was allowed a pension of 4,500 crowns per 
annam, and ren^ained high steward to his patron, prince Frederick. 
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Tengefttl feelings, were the only objects sh^ had ui 
Tiew*. Finding Ratxtzaju resolute, the qnem 
dowager assented to every thing that he proposed, 
bcsng secretly determined to humble him as soon 
as he should have put it in her power. Guldberg, 
Eichstedt, Kohler Banner, like zealous partisans^ 
supported the wishes of the queen dowager ; and 
they urged Count Rantzau to consider the destruc* 
ticvn that Queen Matilda might bring upon them 
all if she were left at liberty ; nor did they forget 
to urge the danger there was of Matilda falling a 
victim to popular fury, as soon as Struensee and 
Brandt, with their cabal, (as these conspirator^ 
called the partisans of Matilda,) should be over^' 
thrown. Rantzau gave these arguments due consi- 
deration; and, partly to prevent Matilda from asf^st-* 
ing her favorite^, and no less for her own personal 
safety during the hurricane that was approaching, 
he at last agreed to her arrest and temporary 
confinement* 

To bring the king to this point was necessary 
to Uieir safety, but also very likely to be refused. 
Rantzau insisted that the queen dowager and her 
son should accompany him to the king's apart- 
ment: this was done to prevent that guileful 
woman from sacrificing him to her safety in case 
of £Bdlure ; and her hated presence had the effect al- 
ready described. It was probable that Christian 
never loved Matilda; and quite certain, that 
he feared her more than any human being be- 
sides. When, therefore, Rantzau presented the 
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warrant for the arrest of the qtteen, he took everj 
possible pains to convince the wavering and irre- 
solute king, that the temporary arrest of his con? 
sort was as requisite for her safety as for the 
safety of the state. Christian threw the paper 
from him with considerable emotion ; and if at 
that moment Matilda had appeared in his pre* 
sence, there is no doubt but the guards would 
have led the queen dowager and her son, Rant^ 
ssau, Guldberg, Eichstedt, and Kohler Banner, to 
the dmig^ons intended for their foes: but she 
was absent at wlu>se glance the puerile king 
would have drooped his bead, and the soldiers laki 
down tlidr anna! After long hesitation^ and after 
his fears had been awakened of her being torn in 
pieces by the infiiriated populace, iht arguments 
of Rantsan prevailed, and the iate of ike unhappy 
queen was sealed. These were the real causes qf 
the arrest of Queen Matilda ; whose personal coor 
duct under the dreadful reverse that awaited her, 
is detailed with tolerable correctness in the Crer^ 
man work diat was translated by Latrobe ; and 
which created iso strong a sensation in Great 

Britain* ^ 

The queen, like the Cherokee chief, though 
i>verpowered was not subdued* The king had kept 
them dallying so long, that Rantzau was afraid 
day-light would appear, before he should be able 
to get the queen removed. Matilda heard hite 
«ay to Eichstedt, ^' We must make haste; it wiU 
soon be day :" and turning suddenly upon lum» in 
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it firm emphatic manner, she said^ ** Miserable 
man, twell may you dread the li^t ! The deed of 
this night will for ever blacken your fame. Yo:ur 
fell will <}tiiqkly follow mine. JMy errors will bo 
obliterated by mysuflferings: the ftdr and the^ 
brave, the mild and the virteous, will shed a tear 
over my sad destiny ; whilst thou shalt perish unr 
pitied, and be followed to thy tomb with execra- 
tion. March ! ' detested, hoary-headed ' traitor ! 
i^ad me to my dungeon: lead ine any where^ s0 
that mine eyes are spared "thy hated presence !'' i 
Th^ count heard her with profound silence, and 
laying his hand on his bosom, said^oud, ^' Madame 
yotiT reproaches I do not feel, because I kno^ 
I do not deserve th^a. I was called by my king 
to come to his aid; and so may God judge and 
deal with me, as I speak truth when i av». my 
bosom is free from revenge, and'filled with ardent 
wishes for your majesty's present safety «nd fit* 
*ure happiness." Scarcely half dressed, and 
wrapped up in a large roquelaure, looking with a 
item indifference on the surrounding officers, she 
descendied to the gate-; where a coach and- four, 
surrounded by a strong b^dy of dragoons, -wete 
wdting to escort her to Cronenboi^ '• castle. 
Count Rantzau, Bare headed, attended her to the 
coach. Just as she sat her foot on the stejps, the 
enraged queen, as her last benediction, struck 
the count' a violent slajp with her open hand on hi» 
cheek, exclaiming, ** Take this, thou ; accursed 
traitor ; and remember, this treason shall cost 
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Itiee- thy Bead !" ^The p^unt/v^ho mxst^^l^ 
fiery tmcamfortable^ made her a profomKl bow i^af 
the door was i closed; andsaid^ loud .enough to <bd 
heard by all around, *' I am no traitor, madaid ; :I 
fair God, I 16t^ and honor the .Mng/ and wisb 
your majesty, a :goad joumcfy-" The word oS 
poipmand being given, the escort set off. v An 
qffieer wit)% a. drawn sword sa;t opposite to the 
queen, who looked round her with a smile of ,con-^ 
tempt, mingled with despain The light of nume- 
rous torches^ the glare of brandished swords, the 
prancing of the steeds, the rattle prthQ coach, 
aboye all, the spectacle of a young queen, thus 
treated^ formed a subject interesting to the pi^injteir 
brtJie poet, and never to be forgotten by tbo^e 
by Vi^om it was beheld. -When this high-spirited 
^yoman first entered the vast portals of that stu-^ 
pendou? structure " that now, partly shrouded in 
fiarknesSy frowned on her fallen fortunes, how 
little did she dream of this terrible reverse ! A^ 
the escort passed the portals of Copenhagen, her 
heart began to sink, that heretofore had been sus- 
tained in that terrible scene by pride and indigna- 
tion. When she passed Hirschholm palace, she 
fWas observed to wrap her face in her large veil 
and roquelaure; her bosom heaved, and in spite 
of her efforts, she sobbed audibly, and clsusped 
her hands together. The only consolation her 
.misery received was the vicinity oi her infant 
daughter, for which she was indebted to the firm- 
ness of Count R^ntzs^^whpse sufferings and mor- 
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t^ations endured this day were scarcely ta hftvo^ 
been indemnified, even by the crown of Denmark. ^ 
He felt dissatisfied with himself: the bittemessr 
of the queen's taunts, as well as her prophecks o£ 
his speedy fall, sunk deep into his mind. The 
wretched imbecility of the kmg; the fawning: de^^ 

* The Mowing account of th6 queen^s conduct is taken from the 
frtnalation of the work of an anonymous G^man «uAor before^ia^i^ 
tioned, 

^ Count RantQiu and Coknal Eichstedt weiit with some offioefs 
to the apartment of the queen, who, alarmed by the noiae in her aati- 
chamber^ called her women, and in the paleness of their counte- 
nances read thieir fear. She enquired what had happened, and was 
at length told that Count Rantzau, in her anti<hamber, demanded to 
speak with her on Ae part of the king/ She expraned in tlis mod 
aflbcting manner her gricfi her appnIifinDQ that she waa tietmyrf 
and ruined, and h^r resignation. Then, acqittring fortitude^ aha 
went half dreaaed to Rantzau, who read the order pf the king„ whidi 
she heard with firmness and witllout interrupting him. Being stiU 
unable to give credit to it, die read it herself without betraying any 
mark of fear, and Rantzau intireated her obedience to the order. 
^ An order," said die, *^ of which, pei^haps, the kittg himself knowsi 
nctUing, or which has been obtained from his weakness fay the raoaf 
horrid perfidy. No: to such orders a queen gives no obedience.** 
Rantzau, with a severe air, replied, that his commision would per- 
mit no delay. *' No sach order," said she, '^ shall be executed 
against my person before I have spoke to the king ; let me go— ^I 
4hu8t, I will speak to him.'^ At these words she advanced towardb 
the door, bat was witUield by BaatniU, who changed his intreoties 
into menaces, ^^ Wretch,^' said die, ^« is thie the manner<of a sub« 
ject to his queen?*' The fierce «id irritated Rantzau gave & sig- 
nificant look to his officers^ of whom one„ more daring than the rest^ 
advanced towards the queeni She tore herself from his hands, and 
called loudly for lielp, but no person camd. At length, being ahme 
and Aefettcelesa, in the midst ^ m^ mm^ dns mAappy prittcM^ 
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mcAnor of the crafty and stlGAh Juliana; the 
vmgue and uncertain prospect of any good> either 
to his king or country, arising from the fall of 
Struensee; and the horrid doom whieh awaited 
the captives, traded to shake bis mind, and de^* 
press his spirits vith g^omy presentiments. 

To the king shewing, himself from the bal-; 
cony of his palace to the burgers of Copenhagen, 
Count Rantsau had no objection ; but to see. him 
parade the city, accompanied by Juliana and Prince 
Frederick ; to hear a hired rabble shout in honor 
of that woman and her son, filled his mind with 
disgust. Now that the danger was over, the queen 
dowager soon let Count Rantzau know that there 
were individuals whose council had much more 
influence, with her than hid. This was particu- 
larly exemplified by Juliana Maria persisting in 
exhibiting the impotent king in gala dress, deck* 
ing him with the richest jewels, accompanied 
by^ her perfidious son, who was thus expraed 
for several hours, bowing from his state coach to 
the shouting mob on either side, in whose cla« 
morous shouts the name of Prince Frederick waa 

tra]iqx>rted with rage, ran to a window, and would have precipitatect 
herself from it, but ^e was witUieM. They endearored to carry 
har away, and she defended hendf till her strength and recoUectioa 
fiul^d. When ihe recovered herself and perceived no means of 
e9ci4>i]]^, she yielded, and was allowed time for dressing ; after which 
she was conducted to the carriage which took her to the castle of 
Cronenborg/' By comparing this with the preceding particulars, 
the reader wiH foe able to form a correct judgment of the conduct 
of Queen Matil^ and Goont Rantnui. 
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insidiously blended wilh the king s. Against this 
act of malignant indecency Count Rantzau in 
rain protested : six hours Had not elapsed ere 
that nobleman ye/^ that all his fears, were likely 
to be realised. In his heart he regretted the 
too ardent zeal with whidi he had devoted him- 
self to save a king who was not worthy of esteem 
or respect. 

Whilst this indecent farce was acting, Goldr 
berg and Juliana had prepared another scmrce of 
humiliation to the fallen queen, and of gratifica- 
tion of that fell spirit of hatted and vengesmce 
that would perhaps have led Juliana, if opportu- 
nity had served, to Imve washed her hands in the 
heart's blood of Matilda. It was chiefly by the 
machinations of Guldberg that the city was filled 
with the most foul and outrageous violalions of 
truth respecting the licentiousness of Matilda's 
6ourt; which was certainly too gross to be de* 
fended, though.it fell infinitely short of the ex^ 
aggerated picture spread by a cloud of base 
emissaries hired by her enemies« What pecu- 
liarly marked the quarter whence they flowed 
was that the king was no less the object of abuse 
than the queen ; and whilst the latter was called 
the W-^^ — e of Babylon^ the scarlet w » c , 
and other gross and opprobrious epithets ; the 
king was accused of being addicted to the worst of 
propensities: it was affirmed that to keep him 
quiet whilst Struensee had his queen, Brandt 
provided him with the means of gratification ! 
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Such wer6 the scandalous tales circulated imoDgst 
?the vulgar, to weaken their attachment to the king, 
ajid rouse their passions and prejudices to the ut- 
most pitch of fury. When the events of the night 
became known, the city was suddenly thrown 
juto rage> confusion, aftd dismay. The inhabitant 
^eked in multitudes towards the king's palace; 
and as those reports were rapidly circulated 
through the country^ thousands upon thousands 
soon rushed to the city, increasing the uproar and 
confusion. When th6 arrest of Queen Matilda 
and her partisans was fully understood^ the air 
rang with the opprobrious epithets bestowed on 
her name« The most fierce and dangerous of the 
rioters were the sailors and their wives, and the 
vulgar inhabitants of St. Anna's quarter towards the 
Oster port. They seemed in a manner organised, 
and led by persons whose motions they obeyed ^ 

" Now the great b y house is purified," said the 

ringleaders* ^* let us proceed to the purification of 
the city." Lists of names and places of abode were 
immediately handed abouti The mob divided itself 
; into masses, )5md attacked and gutted etery house 
of ill fame, and the apartment of the poorest pros- 
titute in the city; acting so methodically, that if 
there were only a single room inhabited by a cour- 
tezan, they seized her goods, and broke the doors 
and windows, without injuring the other rooms or 
any other property. The leaders openly sold to 
the best bidder what they could of the plunder, 
a^d divided the proceeds ; the rest they burnt in 

l2 
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heaps in the different open spaces of tile ckf. 
When they had completed this mischief, of which 
Juliana was the authoress; being full of dri)ik 
and courage, they took it in their heads to march 
towards the citadel to demand the prisoners; and 
but for the firmness of Couht Rantzau, under the 
vile pretext of fear and incompetent power to 
resist, their vengeance would have been saturated 
with blood, and the most unpopular prisoners giv^en 
up to their fury. The count rode boldly amoB^ 
the maddened rabble ; told them that strict jus- 
tice should be done ; but that the cannon of the 
citadel should be turned on them if they dared to 
persist. Such was the fury that animated the 
savage, prejudiced multitude against the queen, 
whose safety would have been very precarious if 
she had not been sent away. 

During the first day of his imprisonment, 
Struensee seemed stupified ; he did not eat ; he 
drank only a little wine and water ; be wept, but 
not excessively until he saw his valet enter, who^ 
captivity called a flood of tears to the relief of his 
master's bosom. The count, to whom no one was 
permitted to speak, was so overcome by the honest 
grief depicted in the face of his young valet, that 
he took him by # the hand, kissed his cheek, and 
said — " Poor fellow ! I intended to have provided 
for thee : I delayed it too long, not wishing to 
lose thy services, and now thou art the compa- 
nion of my prison I Canst thou forgive me for 
this ?" The young man, affected to a degree of 
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int^iae sympathy, sobbing and crymg like a child, 
threw himself at his master s feet, aud;^ embracing 
his knees, said, '' Oh God I Oh God ! if I had not 
opened the door, my beloved master might have 
escaped !"* The officers who were present could 
scarcely refrain from shedding tears. At last, Stru^ 
ensee, a^Uttle relieved, raised the poor fellow from 
his suppliant posture ; and took, at his persuasi(m> 
a eup of coffee. The officers not understanding 
German, Ernestus told the count, whilst resting 
hiS head on his knees, that he had secured his gold 
repeater, diamond pin, and brooch ; and also his 
pnrse, which he slipped into the count s hand ; — that 
Count Brandt was in the next room ; — the queen 
sent to Cronenborg ; the count's brothers and friends 
ail in arrest.f That his papers, as also his property 

* There appears sonfe uncertainty as to thiq point. If the secret 
staircase led to the queen's rooms, the count would inevitably hav^ 
been seized there : if it led to a gallery or passage communicating with 
the grand suite of rooms, in that case he might have escaped from 
the palace, but not from the city. , 

Mr. Wolffe, in his interesting work, states, that " 75U queen 
endeavored to make her escape through a secret passage ; but on 
her arrival at the outer door^ to her great mortification j found it 
guarded by sentinels^* Vide Northern Tour, p. 95. This sen- 
tence confirms the preceding accounts, as to the existence of a secret 
passage, but affords no further elucidation as to where it led. 

t General Falkenskjold was thrown, in the depth of a ocH'them^ 
winter, into a narrow and damp dungeon, where mutinous or disor- 
derly seamen were usually confined. Some friend presented a peti» 
tion'to Prince Frederick, praying that the colonel might be removed 
to a prison le9» unwholesonia* The author whence these particulars 
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were seized ; — and lastly^ he mentioned the riots of 
which he had been informed. The count was dread-- 
fully agitated at this news; and yet he did not 
expect better: the purse he contrived to hide in the 
bed. T]\e watch and jewels he bade his valet 
keep : fearful lest his valet had no money, Stru- 
ensee took up the purse to give him a couple of 
ducats ; when, owing to its slipping, he was de- 
tected ? a fact the officers dared not conceal. The 
commandant, a lame short old man,^ soon came, 
and very unceremoniously searched the count, 
and took away the money. He then rummaged the 
valet, and thus obtained the valuable gold watch 

have been borrowed,t attributed to Prince Frederick the foUowiog^ 
sarcastic and inhuman reply : naively, '^ A Dmn* who has fought 
against the Turks, ought to be sufficiently hardened to bear any 
situation/' There was a double sting in this reply ; Falkenskjbld 
having served in the recent expedition against Algiers, which had 
totally faijed, and thereby greatly exasperated the public mind against 
the principal officers concerned. The malice of Juliana and her par- 
tisans was particularly bitter against this officer, who was firmly 
attached to Struensee, and who would have prevented this catas- 
trophe, if his regiment had arrived in time. 

Lady Gohler, with the general, her husband, was taken to the 
citadel, and guarded by officers placed in their room : she was shortly 
afterwards removed from the citadel, and kept close prisoner in her 
own house. 

* When Count Struensee was delivered as a state criminal to the 
commandant, the former said in a mournful tone of voice, ^^ I suppose 
this visit is totally unexpected by you." " Not at all," replied the 
uncourteous commandant ; ** I have been for a long time past con- 
stantly expecting your excellency." 

t Latrobe, p. 308. 
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timt the count purchased when in England ; the dia>- 
ntofid brooch^ a present from Matilda, that cost fiv@ 
hundred guineas ; and a ring, one thousand : such 
was the magnificent spoil that, thus casually, fell into 
the hands of the colonel commandant Von Hoben, 
a coarse unfeeling man, and an obsequious crea^ 
ture of Eichstedt's. Whether it was done to in- 
sult, or gratify the count, a silver-gilt chamber-pot 
and washrhand bason were brought from his 
stately apartments, forming a striking contrast 
with the humble furniture of his present abode ; 
and still more so with that tp which he \vas spoil 
removed. 

The commandant, addressing the count, tol4 
him that orders were given to allow him four shil-^ 
litt^ sterling per diem, and two for his attendant;* 
and that an orderly Serjeant was in attendance tp 
fetch what he wanted: then turning to the valet, 
he said, " You have told the count of thp riots, as 
well as handed him a purse of ducats : now, mark 
what I say ; — if, during your confinement and at^ 
tendance, you tell the count any thing whatever, 
even if it rains, you ^hgtU be sent to Gluckstadt, 
condemned to perpetual slavery and chains. As 
the count is ignorant of our mother-tongue, and 

* Mr. Wolflfe asserts, ** An officer remained with him during the 
time of his confinement, and only half a dollar was allowed for his 
daily sustenance/' In this he was misinformed. The sum allowed 
the (sount proved fully sufficient to the decent supply of his wants. It 
was equal in Copenhagen at that period, to t>Tenty shillings ii^ JjOf^i 
donin)8l2. 
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you can speak German, you are to use that kn- 
guage, aud loud enough to be heard by the sen- 
tinels outside ; and care will be taken that the 
officers on guard shall also know German/' It 
was owing to Rantzau's interference that the valets 
of the two counts were confined in the same pri* 
sons with their masters, with liberty to wait on^ 
them. He was afraid they would otherwise be 
exposed to continual indignities, if not to private 
torture : to prevent which he obtained this indul- 
gence ; a privilege which ceased when judicial pro- 
ceedings were began, and when those priests 
were obtruded on the captives who were the ab- 
ject tools of Juliana and Guldberg ; who carried 
to their employers the confessicms extorted from 
the prisoners ; and operating on the frighted ima- 
gination of Struensee, led him to accuse and cri* 
minate the queen.^ To complete their tender 

* The work published in England in 1776, entitled '* The Cbit- 
versUm and Death of Count Struensee^** by the Reverend Mr. 
Munter ; and that of Count Enevold Brandt, by the Reverend Mr. 
Hee, convey the most abject idea possible of both those individuals. 
The priests by whom it was compiled, might, in their private charac- 
ters, be resjjectable. It would, however, be creduloos indeed, to 
l;)elieve, if they bad not enjoyed the cof^fidence of Juliana and 
her adherents, they would have been selected on that occasion : aud 
if they had been men of unbending integrity, they never would have 
been chosen. These extraordinary confessions must be regarded as 
an ex parte statement, that, previous to publication, underwent 
the revision of Struensee's bitterest enemy. Many of the facts 
bear a stamp as if they were wrung from him by torture : others, 
by the hope of pardon. Whilst the trial, if such it may be termed, 
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mercies* diey published, in their accounts of his 
comretsion, such monstrous confessions, that if 
they could be believed, they prove Struensee to 
kave been the most depraved, dastardly, and base 
of recorded villains. 

Under the new regulations, discourse became 
irksome ; but the presence of Ernestus, who was 
lodged in a room below the count, was still a great 
rdief. The second night, ^out midnight, the 
valet heard heavy steps ascending the stairs ; and 
a dank, as of a heap of chains or fetters thrown 
on the floor above his head. This disturbance 
^Ued hirti with terror ; for his fears foreboded that 
those irons were for the count; and he expected, 
with fear and trembling, the same treatment. 
Presently he heard the sound of hammers, as if 

was going on, these priests visited the prisoners ; and it is reason- 
able to suppose, they received their instructions from the police 
minister, and shaped their questions accordingly : they passed alter* 
nately from, the office of the attorney-general to the prisoners, and 
irice versa* As to Mr. Mimter, the admissions and inuendoes con- 
tained in his share of the work, represent Struensee as the moat 
iUthy of depraved sensualists : whilst Mr. Hee, "who was selected hf 
the bishop of Harboe to visit Count Brandt, ^vrites thus ; (p. 274) 
^^ The third confession was of such a nature^ I dare not mention 
itj though it concerned his soulJ*^ The imagination being left to 
revel in an infinity of horrible conclusions, was likely to content itself 
wiUi this, that however bad it might conceive the count to be, it 
would still fall far short of his guilt! — ^This was indeed pursuing 
the victim beyond the grave : and if Mr. Hee's motives were to 
do the utmost po^ible injury to the memory of Count Brandt, he 
unquestionably adopted the most certain mode of attaining it. This, 
however, is a condusipn that it would be illiberal, and perhaps un- 
just, to insist on. 
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rivetting on the fetters ! In about half an hour, 
the noise ceased, the persons descended, "vrho 
passed his door without stopping : this was soaie 
relief; but the thoughts of his master's fate kejtf 
him awake and in tears till towards the morning, 
when his slumbers were disturbed by dreams of 
tjie count being beheaded and quartered. 

When he was permitted to leave his own room, 
he went with a heavy heart to the count. The 
lodes of the sentinels, who sorrowfully shook 
their heads, confirmed his apprehensions. Stru^ 
ensee strove to conceal his di^race ; covering his 
face with the bed-clothes ; but this could not last 
long ; and when the eyes of die master and man 
met, they seemed equally affected; both looked 
palfe and haggard, and their eyes were swollen 
by crying. The valet saw with horror and dis- 
may that the count was chained to a massive 
iron staple driven into the wall ; which passed 
through a swivel, fixed to a thick ring that encir- 
cled his right ancle and his left wrist; and sd 
short "as barely to admit him to reach a night- 
chair that stood at the foot of his bed, or sit on 
the bed's side ; the staple being fixed opposite 
the centre of the bedstead. The valet, from ex- 
cess of grief, could scarcely speak: — seizing Stru- 
ensee's hand, he kissed it with respectful affection ; 
and bathed with his tears the iron ring that encir- 
cled his master s wrist.* 

* The count hurt the wrist of his right hand by a fall from a 
horse, and always afterwards wore a black ribbon round it. It was 
on that account the ring was fastened round his left wrist. Count 
Brandt was. chained froii^ bjs left foot to his right wri^, 
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Man is the most docile of all animals : he 
accommodates himself to all situations, and the 
most painful privations !— horror-struck a& was 
this unhappy voluptuary when first he saw his 
limbs enchained; in the course of a couple of 
days his grief subsided, and he* strove to relieve ^ 
himself as much as possible by adapting his posi- 
tion to the length of his chain. He also began 
to take his meals with something like an appetite. 
He breakfasted about nine, off coffee, rolls, tops 
and bottoj.,, and biscuits : at one. he dined, took 
a glass of light wine, and a cup of coffee : drank 
tea about five or six o'clock, and perhaps ate a 
biscuit or two : he took no supper, but drank a 
glass of port wine and water. He was always very 
abstemious as to wines and spirits; at least, after 
he was placed about the king. His meat was cut ^ 
by his valet, so that he might eat it with a silver 
fork" or spoon ; not being permitted to use a 
knife, lest he should commit suicide. 

The count was supplied with provisions by a 
French restaurateur named Mareschaly who lived 
on Reverentz Gaarden, Konung's Nye Torve : every 
thing was most carefully examined before it was 
served up ; even the bread was cut open ; and the 
napkins shook, and held up to the light. 

For the more secure confinement of the count, 
or (more correctly defining its object,) for his 
greater punishment, he was soon removed from the 
officers' barrack, to a room in the vallum, behind 
the church ; a small, low, square room ; with one 
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small window in the coraer^ and scarcely footteen 
feet square ; the walls were bare ; a stump bed- 
stead, a bed of the meanest kind, a table, cIomh 
stooU astove, and two chairs for the officers, formed 
the miserabie furniture of this gloomy place: buft 
even here, as if to taatalize his memory, the silver* 
gilt chamber-pot and was^ng-bason were allowed 
him. He was now chained more closely than be< 
fore ; so much so, that it yras with difficulty he could 
reach the night-chair, or sit upright (m the side of 
bis bed. This was the act of Juliana, who more 
than once, after the valet was dismissed, grained 
her malice by viewing in disguise the wretched 
victim of his own foUy, and her treachery ! 

Without a moment's notice the valet was ^s- 
missed ; nor was he allowed to speak to, or take leave 
of his master !. The count was so much affected by 
liis loss, that he was at first quite inconsolable ; k 
was even reported that he tried to destroy himself 
by forcing the silver fork down his throat. Imme- 
diately after this>. the priests and lawyers com- 
menced their operations, working alternately on 
the hopes and fears of the unhappy man ; who 
was partly persuaded by hiB treacherous spiritii^ 
visitors,, and no les9 impelled by the horrid tor- 
tures with which he was threatened, to accuse the 
queen of having first seduced him, concealing 
iiothing that evei: had occurred between them. 
This act of cowardice, that did not save hinaselC 
gave the finishing blow to the slender hopes of the 
queen : the triumph of Juliana was now coo^pletg ; 
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h&t exttltadoD knew no bounds ; and bad not feair 
restrained her» she would have brought both the 
qiiecsi. and the <20xint to trial for adulfaery and 
treason. The trial of Count Struensee sufficiently 
proves how greatly the law was strained to 
reach him: as to Count Brandt, wbatever crimi- 
nality attached to his motives, no act of high 
tnesBSon' was proved, and Ms sent^Eice remaii^ an 
indelible stain and disgrace to the jurisprud^[ice 
of Denmark. 

Count Struensee^ too late, saw and deploxed 
liie weakness into which he had fallen in maidiig 
utireserved confessions to priests, who, however 
sanctified their manners, vrere selected and sent 
to him by his mortal enemies. He saw that the 
hopes of mercy insidiously held out weve fals^ 
and illusive, and intended only to entangle him 
deeper and deeper : many a time he filled with 
dismay the officers who guarded him, when, fiiri- 
ously clanking his chains, and grinding his teeth, 
he cursed his own baseness, and the perfidy of his 
enemies. At last, seeing nothing but aa ig- 
nominious death before his eyes, without any 
means of avoiding it, he collected the scattered 
energies of his mind, ahd wrote, chained as he 
was, in a limited quantity of paper, his defence^ 
entitled " Verantwortung des Grdfen Struensee^ 
an die Kmiglicke Commmion,'' i. e* *^ The reply of 
Count Stnfensee to the king's commissioners;"^ 
It contains thirty pages of close letter-press; 
and if it fails to justify the conduct of Struensee, 
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it shews the weakness of the proofs that iht 
commissioners had been able to assemble, and 
the gross absurdity of many of their charged. 
The efforts of the count to relieve the crown 
•vassals from the accursed yoke called feudal ser- 
vices , were construed as an act of high treason* 
against the scvereignty ; because, forsooth, by 
relieving the oppressed and degraded ftrmerB and 

* " Dass^ im fall jemand eich untersteken wUrde, etwas 
auszuwUrken oder an sick zu hringen^ welches aut ein oder cmder 
weUe, der ahsohtte herrschaft und souverainen mackt dea K^igS' 
ssvnt nachtheil und Schtnalening gereieken, beiraehtet^ %md di9- 
j&iigen, die dergleicken erworben oder erschlichen haben^ ala 
Beleidiger der Majestdt^ und als solcke^ welche die K'oniglicke 
fitonarchische gewali und kokeit groblich angetastet^ gestrafi 
werden soller,'^ Vide Urtheil in Sachen des Generaljiscah, 
wider den Graf en Struensee^ p. 1^1. 

By this formidable aad elastic article of the capitahtkm made 
by the wise Burgers of Copenhagaii with Frederidk the Third, it 
is declared an act of High Treason, if at any future period, any 
person should, by any means attempt to diminish the despotic power 
of the crown ! — Under the sanction of this law, Struehsee rendered 
' himself liable to the death of a traitor by every act of political refor- 
mation that he introduced* 

M. Suhm,t in bis letter addressed, in 1772, to Christian the 
Seventh, after glancing his eye at the despotism of Denmark, 
tbus defines the boasted freedom of us English ; viz. — 

" Thus will Denmark become the land of liberty ; of unlimited 
power ; of peace, plenty, and security beyond even that of England ; 
where, although self-interested, and servile ministers cannot prevent 
the voice of the peqiie from being heard at the bat of the throne; 
yet, by their influence they prev^t its effects, and cause those who 
are the interpreter^ of public grievances, and who stand forward in 
80 upright a cause, to be thrown into paison/* 

t Counsellor of State.— Vide Wolflfe's Northern Tour, p. 89. 
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iabonrmg poor, the sovereign power must be 
diminished ; and by the . a^t that conferred the 
savereign power on Frederick the Third, it is 
declared an aet of high treason iu any one who 
ahdnhi, by any means, direct or indirei^tly attepipt 
to deprive that Jcing or his, successoiis of any part 
of the sovereign power! Thence, according ta this 
atrocious doctrine of the crown lawyers of Den- 
mark, that glorious undertaking, the fulfilment of 
which has since immortalised the memory of 
Comit Bernstorff, was ap act of high treason in 
Count Struensee !! ! 

Queen Matilda was in a manner annihilated 
when the confessions of Struensee, — every page 
signed with his well-known hand, and couched in 
the most offensive termS) — were laid before her^* 
Struensee's want of fortitude decided her fate. 
Count Rantzau was at first incredulous : when ai^ppy 
was handed to him, he saw at one glance that the 
Queen Matilda would be divorced and banished, 
and Juliana remain sole mistress of the field. He 
cursed the pusillanimity of Struensee^ and his owi| 
foUy and precipitanoy ; for it could not escape 
him, that the day must soon arrive that shoulfl terr 
minate in disgrace his own career. 

* The account published in Germany in 1788, and translated by 
Latrobe the next year, (p. S4^,) accusesi the king's commisBioners of 
having signed the name of Carolina Matilda to her confession: a 
charge altogether improbable, as they were possessed of super- 
abundant evidence to establish every fact it contained. Sir John Carr 
copied this little embellishment into his Notihern Summer, 
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Struensee hud mftny amours on his haoidBf 
and many a ruined female too late hemoaiwi 
her fate. He had several illegitimate childrra;. 
for ncme of whom could he make the least provi^ 
mxm, not a single dollar of all his property being 
1^ him : his brothers^ afterwards proirided for 
those children, principally in Prussia. 

Emestus, the valet, strove in vain to obtain; 
an interview with his master previous to his eze^. 
cution. Pleased with his fidelity to Struensee^ 
Count Rantzau took him into his service, treating^ 
him in a manner peculiarly kind. As the fatal day 
approached, the young man appeared more and 
more affected ; growing seriously worse ; which did 
not at all tend to cheer the spirits of his new master,, 
who remained in his house on the 28th of April,, 
when the dreadful sentence was fiilfiUed. He used 
every argument in his power to tranquillize the 
mind of the faithful Norwegian, whose fixed sor- 
row seemed too violent to admit of consolation. 
The heaviest calamities are, however, lightened 
by the hand of time ; and youth is the season when 
grief is soonest forgotten : within about a week 
after \he execution, a wish once more to behold 
the face of his lamented master, led him to the 
place where his mangled remains were exhibit- 
ed ;* and so great was the shock his sensibility 

* Mr. Coxe, ed. 1802| vol. 3, p. 1, gives the following account 
of this lx)iTid scene, viz :-— 

^^ I visited the spot where Struensee and Brandt were executed 
on the 28th March (AprU) 1772. The scaffold was constracted 
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received, thlt he ffeU senseless on the earth ; in 
which state he was found ; and after he revived, and 
was carried home, he was confined for a week to 

hear the east gate of the towii ; and they were cohdacted to the spot 
in two separate ourriages, through ah immmense concourse of people. 
Thi&y arrived at the place of execution about eleven oVIock. Brandt 
first alighted, and mounted the scaffold with a slow step and undaunted 
mien : he heard his sentence read, and saw his coat of arms broken, 
without expressing the least emotion; he then prayed for a few 
minutes, and spoke a few words to (he people. When the executioner 
a])proach'ed to assist him,'' (undress) ^' he said to him with firmness, 
yet not Widiout mildness, ^ Stand off! and do not presume to touch 
me.' Without ahy assistance he pulled off his pelisse, and prepared 
for his late. He first stretched out his hand, and bade the executioner 
do his duty, without shrinking from the blow : it was struck off, and 
bis head severed from his body almost in the same instant : his bpdy 
vtas then quartered. 

^^ During this dreadful sciene, Sltrueh^e remained] at the bottom of 
the scaffold," (in a coach, the priest conversing and praying with him) 
** anxiously expecting and dreading his own fate. His whole frame 
tfetnbled when Brahdt^s blood gushed &om the scaffold, and he was 
80 agitated that he eould not walk up the steps without help. He 
said nothing, and permitted the executioner to assist him in taking 
off his cfoak. Instead of itnitatihg the serenity of his fellow-sufferer, 
he started up several times before he gave the signal, drew back hi? 
hand, width was shockingly mangled before it was cut off, and was at 
list held down b; force whilst the executioner beheaded him/' 
Such is' Mr. Coxe^s relation of Struehsee^s last moments, and it is to 
be hoped of his last sufferings i' biit it contains a few errors, that are 
excusable in describing what had happened several years before. 
Godsckau, the executioner, was bred a surgeon, and articled to 
liis trade; wore a sword, and was not held infamous ; the axes he 
used were very sharp and heavy; he had two by his side, covered in 
bags.' Struensee was really convulsed^ and therefore could not hold 
himself still : his &ce and right arm were of necessity placed in the 

M 
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l\is room : fi^opi th^t period hia gi:ief Wore, o^ but 
whenever Jie recollected the sufferiuga of the 
coui^it aud of Queen Matilds^ ^v^hopa* beyoud any 

cavities puirposely cut into the block to receive the;a ; the execu- 
tioner's assistant held the hand by the fingers, and the bead by the 
hair : it were no wonder if the headsmau was a little nervous; but 
the hand wa3 struck off at a blow ; the axe was fis;ed tight itt the 
block; he seized his other, and the neck of Struensee being very 
dkort, part of his chin was cut off: it is probable he was insensible 
before the fatal blow was given. The two counts were takea to the 
scaffold in their irons; and as both were executed on one blpck, 
Struensee had the horrid task to perform o{ laying hisface and h^nd 
in puddles of the yet reeking blood of hjs dearest friend, whose 
mangled remains lay spread around ! A stronger mind than Struensee 
eNer possessed might have been totally unhinged by the dreadful scene 
before his eyes. 

The executioner having disembowelled the bodies, cut oflf their 
private parts^ and divided the trunks each in four quarters ; the 
entrails, cfcc. were thrown into tubs placed on the scafibld to receive 
them ; the heada^ and right hands, and bleeding. quarters, were then^ 
exposed to public view as they were conveyed all through thfj city 
to the field at the opposite extremi^, wjbere they were to, be left 
to rot, or be devoured by the fowls of the air. For each body^ four 
stout balks were,, at equal distances, driven into the earth ; a taller 
pole was fixed in the centre : the entrails, <&c. were buried ii^^ a, 
hole dug at the fqot of the central pole ; 04 the top the head waa fixed, 
the pole being forced up inside to the scull, through which a sf^ikiS! was 
driven to make it ^t ! the hamd waa nailed to a piece of lv>f|rd, 
iplaced transversely below the head; a cart or waggon wiifeelwas. 
fixed horizontally on tha top of each of the four pQsti^ or pillars,, Qfi 
which a quarter of the body was expo^d^ mad^faatto the whed>lQ^* 
chains of iron I In this manner werq the bodies of the two CQi^i^&: 
disposed of; and such was, the horrid.q;^e<!tac|e presented ta th^ c^'^as, 
of the valet when he reached thi^ dismal pl^^^. Its e&cton his 
nerves is aheady inentioned : but Ji^iao^^ia^ mid to ha^ria pmtiM 



COURTS OF SWEDEN AND DENMARK. 169 

other witness, he could have criminated, it inspired 
him with melancholy, and often cost him the 
silent tribute of a tear. 

glut her insatiate malice with the sight. It Was rumoured^ though it is 
almost too horrible for belief, that she said to Guldberg, " It is not 
quite complete ; the head of the * * * * * is wanting to make it so," 
The place where the bodies were thus exposed was that on which 
the scavengers emptied al! the filth of Copenhagen. 
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CHAP. vni. 

Character and conduct of Count RanizatL-^^His 
Disgrace. — Benevolence of Matilda. — Gratitude. — 
Lex-taliones. — Sensibility and gratitude. — Afasci- 
nating mistress. — Visit to Zell. — A fair penitent. — 
Reconciliation of Matilda and Rantzau.-^Their 
deaths. 

WHILST the sovereignty Was in reality pos- 
sessed and exercised by Juliana Maria, taking 
warning by the fate of Struensee, she suffered the 
council of state to be re-established, which, with 
the exception of Count Rantzau, was composed of 
persons devoted to her views : the members con- 
sisted of the elder Counts de Thott, d'Osten, and 
Rantzau; de Schak Ratlau, and Colonel, now 
General Eichstedt. The king soon found his 
condition was not bettered ; he changed keepers, 
and that was all ; and was deprived of some grati- 
fications (and perhaps properly enough) that he 
received under the reign of his consort. 

Juliana took care that the day and hour, and 
every horrid feature of Struensee's execution, 
should be made known to Queen Matilda; who 
generously pardoned the man that had betrayed 
her, imputing his conduct to the effects of torture. 
She passed that day in her bed-room, with no 
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« 

Other company than her infant^ now doubly dear 
to her desolate mother ; and during the rest of 
her life, though tht name was never heard to pass 
her lips, she is said^ at her palace in Zell, 
to have devoted its anniversary to fasting and 
prayer. There is no doubt but her fall wrought 
a thorough reformation in the mind of Matilda, 
that was tainted by only one crime, and that one, 
flowing from the criminality of others rather thaii 
the innate depravity of her own heart. * In spite 



* Latrobe, p. 247, speaking of the queen, says, *' Her sen- 
sibility rendered her capable of feeling her misery in its utmost 
4ixtent ; and the expressions in which she depicted tlie excruciating 
apprehensions of her mind to her counsellor Uhldal, fully 8hewe4 
with what accuteness she felt them/^ 

P. 268. '' On the 27th of May, two English frigates and a cutter 
arrived at Helsingor, (Elsineur) and on the 30th the queen left Croneu- 
borg. The last moments which this amiable queen spent in the Danish 
dominions, were distressing in the highest degree. She was now 
under the necessity of parting from her only comfort, the. only object 
of her affection *' (untrue and improper) ^^ her infant daughter; and of 
leaving her in the hands of her sworn enemies. She fondly pressed $3r 
some minutes the babe to her bosom, and bedewed it with a showeic 
of tears : she then attempted to tear herself away ; but the voice, 
the smiles, the endearing motions of her infant, were chains that 
irresistibly drew her back. At last she called up all her resolutioo^ ; 
took her once more into her arms^ with the impetuous ardour of 
distracted love, imprinted on the lips of the babe the farewell kiss, 
and returning it to the attendant, she exclaimed, ^^ Away) away! 
I now possess nothing hereT' — One of the king*s boats carried her 
to the first frigate ; and the squadron (commanded by Captaia 
Macbride) saluted her on coming on board, and set sail for Stade, 
wheQce she was tq travel by laiid to. ^ell. Unfortunately the shim 
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of the remonstrances of a certain great power,' 
the enemies of Matilda persevered in proceeding 
to divorce her from the king. It admitted qf no 
very favorable construction that the kin^ her 
l;)rother did not send for her home to his ov^rn 
court, instead of ordering her to fix her residence 

were detained by contrary winds ; and she had still, fear, a whole 
day, the distressing view of the country, which to her had been the 
source of so many misfortunes. The next day a i^ivourable wind 
enabled the fleet to proceed. 

Thus ended this memorable revolution ; which is certainly one of 
the most extraordinary political events in the history of any country* 
The princess who thereby lost the most exalted situation that birth 
or fortune can bestow, deserved a better fate. Truth cannot deny» 
nor judgment a^^ove, her errors ; but the heart must allow that 
she had the justest claim to pity and indulgence. Her sensibility^ 
and the circumstances into which she was thrown, were powerful 
enemies to a susceptible mind, whose very excellencies led her inta 
danger. After her first error, the good qualities of her own heart 
hurried her into the emjbarra^sments in which she was involved. The 
warmth of her disposition led her to take the first step upon the 
wrong path ; she was loo much infatuated to be immediately conscioaa 
of it ; and she had proceeded too far before she discovered her mis* 

- take. The discovery alarmed her, and she strove to measure back 
her steps: a thousand obstacles opposed her return: she felt herself 
too weak to overcome them : her first efforts were ill-judged, and 
only led her deeper into error ; her mind was exceedingly distressed ; 
to alleviate which became her only study. Dissipation offered her 
the readiest assistance ; and, with the a^^tiyity of mind peculiar to 
herself, she grasped at every thing that might have a tendency to 
banish reflection from her bosom. Since that dreadful moment,, 
when the veil was torn froin her eyes, when she was awakened 
from her trance, and a long and severe punishment inflicted, kef 

^;€Qnduct is her best defence with the humane, susceptibte^ andth^ 
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at Z^ll! a city> — the birth*place ofhi^r unfoHuhate 
^nce6tor> who w^ls iiHtnuted s6 itiaiiy y^atd in thft 
eabtte of AUer. It was a measure better cateu- 
iated to ligad an erting woman to reflection arid 
afn^dfnent^ than to reBtdre a dubiouis character 
in the estiiiiatioh of the world. Matildd fell th« 
rictitu of an ardent constitution, aiid a debauched^ 
iinpoteht» atid deprated husband : whilst that de^ 
tested and detei^tablfe step-mothe)-, whose lifii 
fifWn the flfSt year of her arrival in Denmark wa* 
but one tiSl^ue of criminal intrigue]^ and intended 
murder> was permitted to triunipH, aiad des&ehd 
to the tomb^ if unpuriished, yet tlhitfcrsdlly de^ 
tested. 

virtiidus, Groi^enborg witneesed in this prince^, the mb^ sincere 
repentance, the most tender maternal affection; the noblest sympathy 
with her unfortunate friends, and the most heroic resignation to her 
cruel fate, Zell afterwards saw in her the purest virtue and piety ; 
th6 ^e6test ai&bility ; (he f66f(t cotripassioftate h^art ; atfd i ie^^kh 
ot fertiiade in her dt^Midg ftiti^atidn, virhich shed fi hiXt and tran^n 

lustre over tias evenhg of her )%.'' Such is Mr. I^atrobe's 

traaslationy Which in pktees I have altered, beii^ sure he ftiistook 
the meaning of his' German original: he mentions the evening of 
]MatiIda*s life 1 Matildaperished, ere its meridian, by an infectious fever. 
At Zeir, she paid liberally foi* intelligence as jfd iier children; 
mi she had v^axeh %tir^ driefiss^d like th^n^, wHJch ^he kddre^d at 
S th^y wef e her cHild^^. M^fd^ kit i vietid lo l^er gretm^^r^ 
A ranning footman, immcfd ^kminxkr Stihsuft^ iVbo haii attended 
her in Denmark, and whom her enemies could neither. lAiborn nor 
intimidate, was seized with a putrid fever. She respected this maa 
:t>n account of his ^delity and attachment: insisting on seeing him, the 
generous Woihan caught the dii'e infection, a^nd died a few da^s after 
]p6dr ilsmi k&4 Vei|3^e<)' Kjs last, 
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The ignominious conf(^ions of Count Struep* 
se^, however extorted, iportified Rantzau no less 
than they dehghted Juliana* I state tl\at yrhich 
Rantzau himself declared, whe^ I affirm, that his 
fiole object in arresting that pripcpss was to 
prevent her from rescuing Struensee, and to save 
her from the machinations of Julianai, who, artfully 
working on the prejudices of the very lowest of 
the people, might have found means to. have 
destroyed her by a popular insurrection. The 
riots that took place in the city, immediately 
after the ari^ests of the 17th January 1772, — riots 
that wer@ intended to insult and degrade the (hsir 
racter of Matilda, — afforded incontestible proofs 
that the apprehensions of Count Rantzau were 
not chimerical. Rantzau, no less than Juliana 
and her cabal, was determined on the overthrow 
of Struensee and Brandt; after which Rantzau 
fully intended to have restored the queen. It was 
Jus untoward fate to succeed in every step that 
militated against that greatly unhappy lady ; and 
to fail in every thing that was kind and gracious 
in his intentions towards her. 

Count liantzau found himself thwarted in every 
project that he thought would be of use to his 
country, and forced to acquiesce in plans that he 
knew to be founded on private interest. He was 
compelled either to be the slave of Juliana and 
her cabal, or to oppose her when he knew op- 
sition would not avail. Previous to the arrest of 
Struensee, the count entertained serious thoughts 
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of effecting^ a radical revolution in Denmark ; tear* 
ing up the feudal system by the roots, and esta- 
blishing a representative government on the model 
of that of England. This subject had often been 
discussed between him and Struensee ; and if he 
could have induced . Struensee to have considered 
him (Rantzau) as the head of the patriotic party, 
for which his high raqk, great possessions, talents 
and experience so well, fitted. him, the attempt 
would have been made ; but the queen ruled the 
king, and through him the realm; Struensee ruled 
the queen, and was defacto^ the sovereign of Den-i 
mark : blinded by pride, fired by ambition, — he 
cut with Rantzau, followed his own crude sugges* 
tions, and perished as we have^seen. Instead of 
addressing anonymous letters to Count Brandt, 
and useless remonstrances to Count Struensee, if 
Rantzau had demanded an audience of Matilda ; 
warned her of her danger ; and as the only ho-, 
norable and safe means of providing for her 
safety, had proposed such a revolution, it is very 
probable he would have succeeded; and then that 
glorious measure was sure to have been carried : 
for .what could a few impotent nobles have done 
against the united power of the crown, the army, 
and the people ? 

, With many fine qualities, Count Rantzau had 
great vices : ambition worked to the full as power- 
fully in him as in Struensee ; and in his morals he was 
equally relaxed : he become jealous of Struensee ; 
he thirsted for revenge ; to obtain which, in dcr 
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fiance of the dictates of comiooii prudence, he 
coalesced with his mortal he, and the very worst 
woman in Denmark. In that coalition the count 
betrayed a degree of wetness that deprived 
him of all claim to sympathy : Struensee fell the 
victim of his own egotism and vanity; Count 
Rantzau of his own defective pcdicy. 

The banished and repudiated queen was 
scarcely seated in her melancholy residence at 
Zell — far away from her Ariends, her children, 
and every earthly pleasure ; — and the features of 
the unhappy Struensee were yet plainly, distin* 
guishaUe, grinning horribly suid ghastly above the 
waggon wheels on which was exhibited his black-* 
and decaying quartered body, when ttmt stroke 
which Rantzau foresaw, and Matilda foretold, fell 
upon Count Ranteau. 

The dowager queen had alreddy ^eeurdd a 
majority of votes in the council, in favour of ap- 
pointing her son regent of the kingdom during the 
minority of the crown prince Frederidk; but 
still, without Rantzao's eondurrence she daired 
not risk the underliaking; the real object of which 
wais^ of course^ her own aggrandisemedt. Th^ 
artful cakuiator coiiceived that Rantzan had so 
completely committed himself by his arrest ©f 
Qjoe^ Matilda, that he must by necessity suc- 
eumb, and forward her views whatever they 
might be. 

Gtt the approach of summer, the Danish cowt^ 
whiqh, aifter th^ Ml of Matilda^ became austere^ 
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formal, aud gioomy, removed from the winter 
palace in the capital to Fredericksbotg. Juliana 
theu took possession of Matilda's state rooms; 
and made her minion Guldberg the occupier of 
those /where Struensee had so often revelled in a 
ilood of voluptuousness. 

Her chamberlain, Blueher, took a note, written 
by Juliana, and dictated in very flattering terms, 
requesting the attendance of Count Rantzaii the 
next day, to spend the day and pass the night at 
that palace. 

The count ordered his vis-a-vis and four; a 
change of linen and clothes, and attended by 
his Norwegian valet, drove to the grand entrance, 
dressed en gala. The moment his name was an- 
nounced. Prince Frederick went to the head of 
grand staircase to receive him ; and whispered 
in his ear that his mother wished to speak to him, 
before the drawing-room commenced: he went 
through the prince's room to the queen dowager's ; 
there he found General Eichstedt, General Kohler 
Banner, and that able statesman, Guldberg. 

The queen dowager received tte count, as 
indeed did all present, with distinguished homage : 
presently the prince withdrew,, looking very sig-- 
nificantly on Rantzau, and telling him he hoped 
on his return to learn that he might rank his ex^ 
cellency amongst the number of his particulat 
friends, — casting his heavy eye on his mothef'a 
creatures, who, of course, bowed most obse- 
quiously and profoundly. The task was left ta 
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Guldberg to explain to Rantzau, that to preserve 
the internal tranquilHty of Denmark, and command 
the respect of foreign states; the gentlemen then 
present^ and others, considering the lamentable 
imbecility of the king, and the tender age of the 
crown prince ; had applied to the queen dowager 
to prevail on her son to accept the office of regent; 
but ere they proceeded further, they wished to 
obtain his excellency's sanction. 

The blood rushed in a torrent to the old 
count's face; his eyes flashed fire; ^and eyeing the 
speaker with fierce disdain, he said, " Never, 
whilst Rantzau wears his sword ! You are all guilty 
of more treason against the king," said the Count, 
looking sternly at the persons who were present, 
" than what was proved against the scoundrel 
Struensee: henceforth let my name be erased 
from this cabal ; and if you dare to proceed, tlus 
sword shall chastise your disloyalty and presump-^ 
tion." Eichstedt, Banner, Rantzau, all rose to* 
gether, and their hands, as if instinctively, were 
laid on their swords: the crafty queen turned 
pale as ashes from rage and fear : Guldberg rushed 
between the angry nobles, exclaiming, " For 
shame, gentlemen I in the queen mother s presence 
is this decorous ?" At his request, Eichstedt and 
Kohler Banner, humbly begging forgiveness of 
Juliana, seated themselves : Rantzau, too, apolo- 
gized to that woman ; whose malice, had her po^ver 
been correspondent, would have, transfixed him 
to the earth, qr severed his limbs like thoso 
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of Stifuensee, But if the count was fiery and 
open, Juliana could be cool and reserved: she 
therefore affected to rebuke Guldberg for his pre- 
sumption; affirming with the utmost effrontery 
that she knew nothing whatever of the measure 
alluded to ; and felt truly sorry that the govern- 
ment, in its present state of weakness, should lose 
the support of one of its Jirmest pillars : this ironical 
and satirical speech conveyed to Count Rantzau 
the acceptation of his dismission frmn the council 
of state. 

Count Rantzau then withdrew, visibly and vio- 
lently agitated. To conceal the tears he could 
not repress, he kept wiping his face, and com- 
plaining of the heat of the drawing-room. His 
valet, Ernestus, with evident marks of concern, 
marked the angry frown that ruffled his brows , 
and would, if he had dared, have ksked what had 
disturbed him. The count read his thoughts in 
the expressive features of his valet, and said, - 
" There is nothing the matter, only it is so d— d 
hot. Go, my friend ; order a dragoon to overtake 
my coach, and bring it back." Ernestus turned 
pale at this order; for he knew the count had 
been invited, and had designed to spend the day 
and night at Fredericksborg. He obeyed in si- 
lence, half suspicious that the count's head sat but 
loosely on his shoulders. The vis-a-vis drew up ; 
the count leaped in; Ernestus followed^ The 
whole way home the count kept complaining of the 
heat, and wiping his face. When he arrived at his 
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palace, he undressol, and had recourse to his eon- 
sE^ant sobtce in trouble, i. e. his pipe.* 

This was the last time that ever Count Rant- 
zftti was at court in Denmark. The next day a 
gentleman of the court, Major Harboe, of the horse- 
guards, came to the count, ostensibly to propose 
an accommodation, but in reality to sound his 
feelings, and if possible ascertain bis fiiture views. 
They took chocolate together, and had a long con** 
ference. The count was too experienced a courtier 
to be entrapped by a shallow young man like this ; 
and the latter, unuUe to induce the eount to make 
a confession^ in all probability substituted one of 
, bis own fabrication ; at least, the events that fol-* 
lowed indicated as much. 

The disgrace of Count Rantzau was soon spoken 
of by the whole city, and generally with satisfac- 
tion ; for he had the singular adroitness to offend 
every party in the state, without forming one of his 
own. The rumours respecting his ill treatment of 
Queen Matilda, were fed by exaggerated state- 
ments from Juliana and her partisans, by which 

^ Th6» coaitt was exeefisively addicted to smoking, and very par- 
ticute m every thing reiitiag thereto; his tnereschuym piped 
(mounted in gold and silver) were of the costliest kind ; his tobacco 
Iv'as procured from Cadiz : he frequently smoked himself to sleep, his 
large pipe, secured from letting any fire fall out, resting on ribbons 
above his head, and the tube in his mouth : he would at times 
ttneke in the night : one pipe fall of tobacco lasted two hours t a 
9&WZ tiodferf-bos, dec. stood by his bed side^ ready to renew his pipe 
if it chaaced to go out 
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means the dbtarai^ter gf tbe count was mast xmemt-* 
cifuUy treated, particidwrly by tiie htdies. The 
coiirtiers no longer $oiiifeght bis notiee; his anti* 
Qhamberg were liio lomg^ crowded fay kumfate sufi- 
pticaixt]^ ; but, m tlte midst q£ a crowded city, he 
felt himself in solitude and aJone^. 

After the visit to Fi^edeiicJcshorg palace^ ha sla.y^ 
ed but ai fortnight iaCo|ienhageD, and that period 
wa^ principally eoeiployed in arranging hdspecuni- 
ary alGBLirs^and taking kaYe of hiamiskresses;. The 
ehilc^en of Count Bantzaca RaatonBE were the heics 
tf> ^ entailed estates ; and^the count, with all his 
levity, yum anxious that his tenants, to whom be 
had ever been a naiild and indu^eot landjo^l, 
abould not be oppressed, nor, after his decease. 
|pe deprived of their houest earnings that dnring 
lias li^tijoae they might have; acquired. 

LoYQ, wai!!, and state intrigues had alternately 
QUga^edr the count s. attentions from his earliest 
days of nmnbood ; awl so docile was his genru3^ ha 
could follow tke t^ree pursuits at once, with as 
Hauch intensity: as ii one alone engs^ped his atten^ 
tipn. The last object of the counts amours pt 
[Denmark was( a fine young actress, Sophia liver- 
net, who was the fiyst female dancer in the opera. 
He wais wcKnng this young damsel just as his head 
\ra^ full of the great undertaking he meditatedr 
sigttinst counts Struensee and Brandt The fh'r 
tber of his favorite^ was a tailor residing in 
the city> to whom: she^ wasr very liberaL Aa 
d^e lost hec engagement by accepting the ad^- 
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dresses of Count Raxit22iu> the old nobleman 
settled a competent annuity on her parents to 
protect them from want in their old age ; whilst 
he conferred sufficient wealth to render Sophia 
independent ; the interest of which he secured to 
her during life in the Bank stock of England, 
with liberty to dispose of one moiety by will : the 
other moiety he gave her to use as shie pleased. 

This girl was not more than eighteen when 
this old nobleman found means to gain her affec- 
tions. Her character stood the first of any young 
actress on the stage ; she was neither insolent nor 
wasteful; and, in point of personal beauty, there 
were few could boast of brighter charm^. In 
stature she was of a graceful height, without 
being tall ; her face oval, features of the Italian 
cast; her complexion was remarkably clear, and 
her colour so blooming that she never used rouge ; 
her eyes were a brilliant black ; her lips, thin, 
rosy, and finely formed ; her teeth small, white, 
and even; her tresses a dark auburn , her neck 
and bosom were of the finest form ; her motions 
graceful, and her disposition good and affable. 
Such was the young girl whose first public at- 
tachment was to a man of sixty years old. Her 
subsequent conduct indicated that her respect for 
the count was not founded on mercenary prin- 
ciples alone. Miss Livernet s quitting the stage, 
gave offence to Queen Matilda, to Struensee, and 
Brandt; and a message was sent to the count to 
require her re-appearantie. He sent word that 
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Miss Livernet resided in his hotel ; and if they 
wanted her, there she was to be found. TJie 
queen, haughty and irritable, was for sending an 
(^cer to take her by force ; but Struensee • and 
BrandtTwho knew the count bettet thaii the queen> 
dissuaded her from taking any: steps by which 
they might make an irreconcileable enemy of thai 
enterprising man.. Such was the brief history of 
Sophia Livernet, who, at the time of the count^s 
difference with the faction whom he had ^t >up> 
was tiving with him in the ptincens palace, a 
still greater favorite ; ti|^ his pipe, which is say<^ 
ing a great deal, conslitimi^ the strength of his 

* ' fc 

attacihment to that source df bumble pleasure^ But 
there was this difference between the one and the 
other, namely, that he forsook his mistresses 
when the bloom of ^ftuth and beauty forsook 
<f|them^ and often ^^Idii^lpi.: before ; whereas, the 
longer he smoked his rriereschis^'ipipe, and th^ 
older it "grew, the more beautiful and valuable 
it became in his eyes** 

His affairs in the metropolis being final 
settled, the count, leaving Miss Live^et in his 
hotel, accompanied only by his favorite valet> 
Ernestus, went by water first to Elaineur, and 
thence to Warrenborg, a small town in the Balticf 

* This really is the case with those pipes ; the rich clouded co- 
lour for wliich they are chiefly prized by amateurs^, axising from the 
internal heat, managed in a peculiar way to produce that effect. 

t In the map of SSealand in Mr. Coxe^s Travels, vol. 5. p. 84. 
there is no such town as Warrenborg noted : there probably exists 

N 

4 
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During the passage he seemed absorbed in thoij^ht. 
The sight of Cronenborg Castle brought the re* 
membrance of Matilda and her su£fering8 to his 
mind; and whether it was her fate or his own, — 
for he felt he was going into perpetual banish- 
ment, — he again complained of the heat, and 
wiped a tear from his eye. A tack made by the 
skipper, close to Copenhagen, afforded the count 
a view of the mangled remains of Struensee and 
Brandt. The count was startled at the sight: 
his features denoted horror and surprise. '' Put 
about instantly/' said he sternly to the skipper r 
*' do you think I want to look at the remains of 
those men?" Unconscious of offence, the skipper 
humbly stated that he must first gain the point of 
land a-head. Ashamed of his weakness, the count 
flung him a ducat and went below; where, leaning 
his head on his hand, thoughtful and abstracted, 
he sat silent and motionless. The skipper was by 
birth a Norwegian, and finding that the count's 
valet was his countryman, he shewed him the 
ducat, saying " What made your master startle 
at the sight of the limbs of Struensee and Brandt, 
and order me to put about, when without reajching 
th6 Ness, I could not get on with this wind ? " The 
valet shook his head, and made no reply : the 
skipper continued, " Perhaps the old gentleman is 
not right in his head ; or may be, all is not right 
here?" — laying his hand on his heart ; " Had he any 

some mistake as to the route taken by the count from Copenhagen 
to Corsoer. 
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hand in bringing those men to that dreadful end ? 
if he had, the Lord, have mercy upon him ; I would 
not have their blood on my hands — not for all the 
ducats in the world !"— EmestUB looked the old 
man in the face attentively, and said in Norsk> 
" Are you not Peter Nielsen, who rescued the 
kmgfrom the sea when he was crown prince?" 
" Aye," said the blunt ol.d man, " that man am I* 
The villain BrockdorflF,* I believe, God forgive m^ 
if I wrong him, intended he should be dtolvned. 
Kifig Frederick, of blessed memory, gave me 
a handful of moi^ey, and ordered I should b6 
provided for; but I never had any provision, 
till the good young queen chanced to hear that 
I had once saved her husband s life. Heaven 
bless her, and be her guide and protector !" said 

the grkteful seaman: ''she sent for me, and made 

• 

* "During the life of King Frederick the Fifth, the royfel party 
were often entertained by a water frolic, upon that part of the sea 
vrhich lies immediately behind Fredensborgw The . present king 
(Christian the Seventh) in one of those expeditions was more wild 
and disorderly than usual ; neither entreaties nor remonstrances 
could prevail upon hira to be quiet. One of the gentlemen of the 
household, Brockdorff by name, whose manners were in general 
not the most polished, threatened to throw the young prince into the 
water, unless he behaved more decently; and, taking him by the 
arm,^ he was really unfortunate or aukward enough to throw him 
overlxiard. The prince was immediately saved, but he never forgot 
the circumstance; and ascribed his misfortune to a design of his 
step-mother upon his life, in order to raise her son Prince Frederic 
to the throne. This suspicion grew up with him, and it was in 
vain to attempt to pennade him to the contrary.*' Latrobe, p. 276. 

n2 
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me tell her all about it; which I did iu my 
homely way. The beautiful queen shook her 
head, as much as to say, I know who was at 
the bottom of this: so did I too, but I did'nt 
say so : so then she bade her woman tell me 
I should be provided for when the king came 
home, who was then in England ; and she shook 
me by my coarfee hand, and made her baby put 
its little hand into mine, to thank me for having 
saved its father's life ; and she gave me money, 
for I was very poor through sickness and bad 
luck : and soon after the king returned, I was in- 
deed sent for to the palace, and the king himself 
took me by the hand ; but it seems his majesty 
thought I was provided for.' Count Struensee was 
there ; but he wm no count then — happy, mayliap, 
if he never had. He was then the king's German 
doctor. I could speak a little German ; and he 
told me I was to have a hundred dollars a year 
for my life, so that I need never work or go to 
sea again : I fell on my knees to thank the king 
and queen, and told them I should die if I was 
Wt to work, nor go to sea : they smiled when 
they heard this ; and the king said, ' 0)d man, 
thou shalt not die, if I can save thee :' so then. 
Doctor Struensee, — God bless his soul ! and may 
his sins be forgiven him — said, ' A gift of a small 
vessel would be more useful.' ' True/ said the 
queen, ' he shall have a vessel, and the pension 
too :' — This very yacht was the queen's gift. 
Now have not I and mine a right to pwy fot 
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ray benefactress T — Ernestus was so mudi afiected, 
iie could not reply : of the circumstance he had 
often heard Struensee speak, but the man he had 
never seen: and now that Count Rantzau wa^ 
fallen in disgrace, the vessel bestowed by thfe 
queen wafted him from the shores he was doomed 
to tread no more. The wind was now right aft ; 
the mate was at the helm, the count yet below; 
the old skipper and the young valet were stand- 
ing forward ; of course, the sound of their voices 
was borne away Uy the breeze : the heart of the 
young man Was so full, he could no longer con- 
ceal that he had beeft the favorite valet of Strii- 
ensee ; that he was now in the service of Count 
Rantzau, who was the nobleman by whom bis 
packet had been freighted. 

The old tnan was deeply affected at this dis- 
covery, for he knew not before the name of his 
freighter. " Well, indeed, might his conscience 
twinge him at the sight of those men's limbs !" 
said the skipper, indignantly : *' But how came i/ou 
to take service with the sworn enemy and de- 
etroyer of your late master ?" " I lost my all whetii 
I was torn to prison ; I gave no evidence agaitist 
the queen nor the count ; and thus I was left des-^ 
titute and unpaid. Count Rantzau is a generous 
and good master ; and hearing that I had been 
faithful, and wanting a valet, his excellency hired 
me; and a kind indulgent master I have found 
him." ^' God be praised," said the skipper, *' yoii 
did not disgrace your honest parents, whom I well 
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knew at Bergen ; many a cup oi good wine have 
J drank in their cellar; and blessed be his 
righteousness that is now bringing disgrace and 
punishment on the destroyer of my benefactors." 
*' Take this ducat," said he, " and return it to 
the count, and tell his excellency all I have in the 
world I derived from those whom he destroyed." 
" You mistake the count s character," said Er- 
nestus ; " No, I mistake him not," rejoined the 
blunt old man ; " and if you will not carry the 
ducat back, why here it goes ! (throwing it into 
Ihe sea; it would bring a curse on me and mine if 
I were to keep it." The skipper then began a long 
argument to persuade Ernestus to quit the ser- 
vice of the count ; and the valet was. no less 
zealous to convince the .skipper that he had formed 
too unfavorable an opinion of him ; so that when they 
reached Warrenborg, the opinions of both were 
^till the same, The skipper piiomised to. be silent 
and discreet as to the quality of his passenger, ex- 
cept the count should avow himself ; and having 
received the freight, which the skipper made a vow 
^hpuld be given to the poor, and never blended 
with his honest money ; they took leave of each 
other, 

The count did not find his spirits revived by 
his valet's telling him, in reply to a demand why 
he seemed so melancholy, the singular conversa- 
tion he had had with the old skipper; suppressing 
only the hearty maledictions bestowed on his 
piaster. The count seemed more surprised thai^ 
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pleased at this adventure. " Did the old fellow 
know me," said the ciount: he was answered in 
the negative. " I am sorry for it,-*^ said he, " for 
I should have wished to have tried his attachment 
and his avarice: I flung him a ducat, . because I 
had spoken cross to him; perhaps he would not 
hive accepted it, had lie known Count Rantzau 
was the donor ?" "He flung it in the sea as soon as 
he learnt it.*' *' What !" said the count sternly, 
" this, after telling me he knew me not ?" The 
valet then told the whole story from beginning to 
end ; the count was deeply affected at this proof 
of strong aversion. " I am already," said he, " an 
outcast from society, a wanderer, like Cain ; every 
man's hand is held up against me !" For an hour 
or two he continued very melancholy, till a buxom 
girl coming in his way, Matilda, Struensee, and 
his own self-banishment, seemed forgotten in the 
ardour with which he paid his addresses to the 
rosy young rustic. From Warrenborg, the count 
travelled in his own equipage (that arrived by 
another vessel) by land to Korsoer, where he 
crossed the Great Belt, landing at Nyborg, whence 
it is four Grerman, or sixteen English miles, to 
Odensee,* the capital of Funen, and formerly a 
royal residence, 

* The execrable tyrant, Christian the Second, was 
buried in a church in this town. The brief accouDt given 
of him in Mr. Coxe's travels is so very interesting, that 
the translator thought he should rather please than offend 
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The count hired a furnished house^ about five 
miles from that small city^ where he lived per? 
fectly retired, seeing no company whatever, ex- 
cept the farmer s daughters who brought him 
froitr When his sensual fits came on, he ceased 
to moralise : those subdued, he was again the 

4 

his reckders, by insertiog it as a note to this portion of the 
Secret History of the Court of Denmark :— 

^' John ascended the throne in 1481> on the death of hijs 
father Christian I. ; and in 1497, renewing the union of 
Calmar, obtained the crown of Sweden, which the Swedes, 
however, did not long permit him to enjoy. He died oil 
the 12th of February 1613, having on his death-bed ad- 
monished his son, Christian 11. ; admonitions which had 
no effect on a breast already corrupted by power, and im- 
patient for dominion. John would have acted mor^ 
wisely, had he endeavoured to render the infant mind of 
his son capable of receiving the impressions of virtue, and 
had not shamefully neglected bis education ; a crime 
highly reprehensible in a father, but unpardonable in a 
sovereign, who is perhaps rearing a tyrant for his sub- 
jects, and entailing on his country a series of evils, for 
which he is himself chiefly accountable. Historians 
a^ree in repi'esenting John as a wise and prudent princf, 
inclined to peace, but enterprising in war ; and as gene- 
rally moderate and humane ; admitting, however, that he 
perpetrated occasionally acts of violence and cruelty, 
derived from a species of melancholy madness, that 
preyed upon his mind, and at times deprived him of his 
senses. 

His son, the cruel and unfortunate Christian II. is en- 
tombed near his father, under a plain grave-stone, some- 
what raised, but without inscription. He was bom.^t 
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sentimental philosopher^ and stern reviser of an 
ill spent, oft lamented, but never amended life. 

It was not to be expected but most of those 
florists and fruit girls, who visited the house o£ 
the count, should prefer as a sweetheart a l^e 
young fellow, scarcely one-and-twenty, to a count 

Nyborg, on the 2d of July 1481 ; and discovered in hi& 
youth symptoms of a lively genius and good understand* 
ing, which, if properly cultivated, might have rendered 
him the ornament, instead of the dishonor, of his country. 
The young prince was entrusted to a common burgher of 
-Copenhagen, and afterwards removed to the house of 9, 
schoolmaster, who was a canon of the cathedral. la 
this situation, his chief employment consisted in regularly 
accompanying his master to church, where he distin- 
guished himself beyond the other scholars and choristers 
an chanting and singing psalms. He was afterwards 
consigned to the tuition of a Grerman preceptor, a man of 
learning, but a pedant ; under whom, however, he made 
a considerable proficiency in the Latin tongue. From 
this humble education C^hristian imbibed a taste for bad 
company, and was accustomed to haunt the common 
taverns, to mix with the populace, to scour the streets, 
and to be guilty of every excess. The king at length, 
informed of those irregularities, reproved him severely ; 
but as the prince had already contracted habits, which 
were grown too strong to be eradicated, these admonitions 
were too late. He feigned, however, contrition for his 
past behaviour, and again wcoi the affections of his father 
by his-military successes in Norway, and by an unwearied 
application to the affairs of government. 

During the first years of his reign, which commenced 
in 1613, his administration was in many respects worthy 
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of sixty, although he might, foarring unknown con* 
tiogencies, be able to trace his pedigree up to 
Charles the Great, or the greater hero Oden ; or 
carry in his arms threescore and ten quarterings. 
Emestus, delighted and gratified, thought again 
of the fair ladies in the gay court of Matilda : 
both master and man seemed to have lost all 

of praise ; and the excellence of many of his laws, has 
induced Holberg^ to affirm, that if the character of 
Christian II. was to be determined by his laws, and not 
by his actions, he would merit the appellation of Good, 
rather than of Tyrant. Happy would it have been for 
himsdf and his people, had he continued to reign on the 
same principles. 

At first, all his enterprises were crowned with success: 
he abridged the power of the Danish nobility^ and exalted 
the regal prerogatives ; he obtained the crown of Sweden 
by conquest, and was even proclaimed hereditary sovereign 
of that kingdom. A prudent and temperate use of these 
advantages might have ensured him a long and undis- 
turbed possession of the throne ; but his natural disposi- 
tion, now freed from all restraint by prosperity, hurried 
him to the perpetration of the most flagrant acts of 
tyranny. The dreadful massacre of Stockholm, in whi^b 
six hundred of the principal nobility were put to the 
sword^ under the semblance of law, and amid the rejoic- 
ings for his coronation, exhibited such a striking instance 
of his malignant and implacable character, that, on the 
success of Gustavus Vasa, the spirit of resistance diffused 
itself rapidly from Sweden to Denmark ; where he had 
exasperated his subjects by repeated oppressions, and th^ 

♦ Dm- Ges, vol. 2. p. 94, 
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mournfuH recoUectioBs ; when^ saddenly au event 
occurred, which reminded the count how just his 
fir3t conclusions were, namely, that if he d^d not 
go into voluntary exile, he shoiild be banished by 
regal power- 
About five o'clock one morning, a royal courier 
arrived at the count's door, announcing the ap- 

confidence which he placed in the lowest and most worth- 
less favorites.* , 

In 1523, Christian was publicly deposed by the states 
of Denmark, and the crown transferred to his uncle, 
Frederick duke of Holstein. This deposition was neither 
the consequence of Frederick's intrigues, nor of party 

* The first of these favorites was the infamous Sigrebit, mother 
of the king^s mistress Diveke. This artful woman, who was a na- 
tive of Holland, and had kept an inn at Berghen in Norway, even 
after her daughter s death, retained such power that she might be 
jstyled prime minister : she was the only channel of favor, transacted 
all affairs of importance, had the care of the^ finances, superintended 
the customs of the Sound, and had, in a word, acquired such a won'- 
derful ascendency over the infatuated monarch, that her influence was 
attributed to fascination. On the king's deposition, Sigrebit was so 
much detested, that, from apprehensions of the popular fuiy, she was 
conveyed in a chest on board the vessel which carried Christian 
from Denmark. Holberg adds, she consoled the king for the loss of 
^is crown, by assuring him, that, through the emperor s interest, he 
could Qot fail of being chosen burgomaster of Amsterdam. The 
particulars of this woman's life, subsequent to her escape firom Den- 
mark, are not known. 

The other favorite of Christian, no less infamous than the former, 
was Nicholas Slagelbec, originally a barber of Westphalia, and re- 
commended to the king by his relation Sigrebit. He rendered him- 
self ^ useful to Christian by his sanguinary advice at the massacre of 
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proach of a nobleman from the court : and al- 
most before Ernestus was dressed. Major Harboe 
arrived. *' I must see Count Rantzau imme- 
diately," said the major ; " His excellency is not 
up." " Then you must conduct me to his bed^ 
room." *^Ho! ho!" thought the valet; *^the guards 
are behind to take aws^y the comity and perhaps 

spirit; but occasioned by the just and universal detesta- 
tion which pervaded all ranks of people, and had more 
the appearance of a new election on the demise of the 
crown, than of a revolution which deprived a despot of 
bis throne. Christian himself was sensible of the general 
odium, and, though by no means deficient in personal 
courage, made not the least effort to retain possession of 
that throne which he had often dishonored. Quitting 
Copenhagen, he repaired to Antwerp, under the protec- 
tion of Charles V. whose sister Isabella he bad married. 
After many delays and solicitations at the different courts 
of Europe, he at length collected, by the empercjr's assist- 
ance, a fleet and army, with which he invaded the Danish 
dominions: his attempts, however, proving unsuccess- 
ful, he fell, in 1642, into the hands of Frederick 1. and 
was consigned a prisoner to the castle of Sonderbprg, a 
strong fortress in the Isle of Alsen. 

The place of his cpnfinement was a dungeon, with a 
small window, admitting only a few rays of light, through 

Stockholm, and by being the instrument of his cruelty, tfcat he was 
rewarded with the archbishopric of Lunden. Not long afterwards, 
however, the king threw on his favorite all the odium of the maa* 
sacre, and sacrificed him to the pnbHc vengeance : the unfortmiate 
victim was first i*acked, and then burnt alive ; exhibiting a mekn- 
choly example, what iitde confidence is to be reposed ia the firrot of 
a tyrant. 
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myself ulso !" THere was no room for deliberatioa or 
delay; the valet therefore/ with fear and trem* 
bliiig^ introduced the major to Count Rantzau ia 
his bed^room* The count awoke in an instant ; 
and in the most careless and indilS&rent manner 
told Emestus to go below, and stay there till he 
was called : then, wi&dut rising, but courteously 

which hiis provisioiis W€re eoiLveyed. Having entered 
this gloc^my cell^ with a favorite dwarf, tUe sole com« 
paiiion of his misery, the. door was instantly walled ap« 
Even the horrors of this situation were aggravated bj the 
death of his only son John, who expired at Ratisboa ia 
the fifteenth year of his age, and oo the same day in which 
bis father was taken prisoner. The premature decease 
of this accomplished prince, whom he tenderly loved, and 
on whcnn he rested his sole hopes of enlargement, reduced 
him to a state of despondency. After much anxious ^Ifr 
citude by what means he could convey intelligence of hw 
dreadful situation to bis daughter the electress Palatine^ 
and to the emperor Charles V. the king prevailed oa the 
dwarf to counterfeit sickness, and solicit bis removal from 
prison for the recovery of bis liealtb. If successful, he 
was to seize the first opportunity of escaping from the 
Danish dominions to tbe court of the electress, that she 
mj^bt engage the emperor to intercede with the king of 
Denmark for some alleviation of her &ther's sufferings. 
The dwarf accordingly feigned sickness, was transferi^ 
to the neighbouring town, eluded tiie vigilance of bi^ 
guards, and made his escape; but was overtaken at 
ReDsburgfa, scarcely a day's journey from the Daznisli 
confines. 

Chfi^tian^ frusta^ in> this attempt, and deprived of bis 
iiaithfal associate, lingered for some time in tcital solitude ; 
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asking the major to take a cfaair^ he said^ ^^ Novir> 
^ir, please to explain the meamng of this un* 
expected honor ? " The coolness of the count a 
good deal disconcerted the major, who began to 
apologise for the unpleasant errand on which he 
was arrived. " Pho," said the count, ^^ do not 
mince the matter, man! but tell me,^^ has. his 

until an old soldier, worn out with th^ fatigues of Wltr» 
offered to share the king's imprisonment. This veteran^ 
being immured in the dungeon, ainused the royal prisoner 
with various anecdotes on the different princes and gene- 
rals under whom he had enlisted, and by desdribing the 
expeditions and battles in which he had been piresent ; 
and, as he had served from his earliest youth, was a per- 
son of much observation, and by nature loquacious, he 
assisted in relieving the tcedium of Christian's captivity* 
JJor did any event, scarcely the loss of his son, more sen- 
sibly affect the deposed sovereign, than the death of this 
soother of his misery, who expired in the dungeon. 

After a confinement of eleven years in his original 
cell. Christian was at length removed, through the inter- 
cession of Charles V. to«a commodious apartment in the 
itome castle, provided with suitable attendants, and in- 
dulged with the liberty of visiting in the town, attending 
divine service in the public church, and hunting in the 
neighbouring district Yet even ithis change of situation, 
which had been so long the sole object of his wi^es, 
could not make him forget that he was still a prisons ; 
the recollection of which affected him qccasionally to 
such a degree, that he would suddenly burst into t^ars, 
throw himself on the ground, utter the most bitter lamen<- 
tations, and continue for some time in a state approach- 
ing to insanity. However dieservedly odious Christian XL 
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rayal highness the Prince Regent sent for my 
iead ? Am I your prisoner V *^ That depends^'** 
fsaid the major, ^^ on the answer your excellency 
pleases to give to these despatches :" handing a 
packet to the count, who, in a careless way, broke 
the seal, and running his eye over the contents^ 
without deigning a reply, rang his bell for his 

may hare appeared in the former parts of his life ; yet bis 
subsequent sufferings raise compassion; and it is a pleas* 
ing satisfaction to every humane m^d, that he recovered 
from his despondency, and ; acquiesced in his fate with 
perfect resignation* 

In 1546, after a confinement of sixteen years and seven 
months in the castle of Sonderborg, he was conveyed to 
the palace of Callenborg, in the Isle of Zealand, a place 
to which he was particularly attached. Christian III. 
repaired in person to Assens, received his fallen rival 
vrith great marks of attention, and promised him every 
conifort which could tend to alleviate his situation. 
These unusual honors, joined to his removal from a place 
where he had experienced so much misery, and the pras- 
pect of again inhabiting his favorite palace, excited tran- 
sports of joy, and he compared himself to a person, re- 
called from death.^ 

Being conducted to Callenborg, he had the satisfaction 
of finding these promises religiously fulfilled. He sur- 
vived this jbappy change ten years ; and his mind wi^s so 
softened by adversity, that, old as he was, his death was- 
hastened by affliction for the loss of his benefactor Chris*- 
tian III. He died on the 84th of January, 1569, in the 

r 
* • 

* V Quibos ille non secas animo €9i:hil&raturq ac si tnoHe epft 
tractue^novam lucem Mueretur,' Cragii Anaal. Christ. IIL p. 3^ 
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valet ; to whom he said, ^^ Order out horses vaA 
earriages immediately: I am going with Major 
Harboe to my seat at AKchborg : lose not a 
moment in getting my carriage ready: and da 
you fdllow me, after paying my bills, aikd bring with 
you all my luggage.'' He then ordered coffee and 
refrefithments to be prepared for himself and the 
major, and desired that the royal courier might 
be hospitably entertained, The cool and tranquil 
carriage of the count filled Major Harboe with 
amazement, not unmixed with chagrin. As they 
sat at breakfast together, the major said, " Your 
excellency sees the alternative — perpetual banish- 

78th year of bis age, and in the 36th from the period 
of his deposition."* 

* In 1808, amongst a great number of loose paintings not 
ttsu^ly exhibited to strangers, there was, in the Museum, in the 
king's palace, a full length portrait, large as life, of Christian the 
Second. To the best of my recollection the unhappy man was de- 
picted in the garments he had on when, in 1553, he was exhumed, 
if the expression is allowable, from his dark and dreary dungeon at 
Sonderborg Castle. His aspect was wild, savage, and gloomy ; his 
habiliments all in tatters. In Mr. WolflPe's Northern Tour^ p. 18, 
&ere is a representation of him, dressed in royal robes, and wearing 
the order of the Elephant. Allowing for the difference of age and 
costume, the features appear the same in both representations'; from 
'Which it is fair to infer it is a good likeness, as it unquestionably is 
ftbeautifVil engraving. The story of Christian's amour with the fair 
Dyveke, daughter of Madame Sigrebit, is given at large in Mr* 
Wolffe's entertaining work. Mr. Coxe, vol. 5, p. 181, mentions a 
«triking poitrait of Chriatiaa the Second amongst the pictures of the 
kings, that were exhibited in the palace of FrederickslKM'g; 



COURTS Of Sllf E0fe* ANb D]fe^MARK. 1^^ 

mefit from Zeaknd and Fun6ii, br cdmpHaficet 
Is ihfe alternative nbt T*^orth d little d^libfera- 
troh f' " Nbt the delay of oiite moment/' exclaimed 
ttd cotlnt : " Wete this Mtipid head of mine tS^ 
object .of your jburney, instead of my imttlediitA 
depai'ture for Aschberg, you would hate fotind 
ihe just as ready to have submitted to thfe sttok^ 
irather than submit td set my Itwful sovereign 
jihd the croWn prince! aside, and declare Ptinc^ 
Frederick regent." ' 

The major could scarcfely rfeffeiii ftbtti stnlHit^ 
it the satirical tonfe and mdimer hi which CchAi 
Rtrtitzau alluded to the gross bhindet he had 
committed. Finding him inexorable, the majctf 
dropped that subject, and the discourse tOok d 
differeirt ttifrri: oti iflie part of the count it'^irSi^ 
.. tie^ and uh^m1bfarras)§'ed;---^whiBt Maj6r Harfeblj 
Mbou^ed i^hdelr evident restraint atid ei5at^!ihriii^^^ 
tHeiii. He hitf iH^ temetif y, fitfwever, tit reiiaittdf 
hh^ Hofe$ ffidt it wai jrtobable, when Hs exeelletifc^ 
t tftrdistfed Queen IM^Atflda, he liftle expectfeid M 
rthtbuld so sootf be surprised in his turn, befeffe hd 
-^i^ out of bed, by an order of perpetual ^jS^t 
l%e old hoblemaii told lihe inst)lent couttier, tiiH 
Be'pre^uttied! thie honor of beini^ the beared of siidH 
* ihes^age, had in softie measure Wtmted his s6i- 
*»ifify. Touched by this reply, hfe eatri^^tiy 
fefreiated the cottnf ^ psi-doir, which being gratifed 
asf st)oh as asked, and the bteakfast ovet*, iW 
major was surprised to see the carriage drawn' up 
to fhSe dodt and thie coutit ready to d^jittft. They 
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crossed the Little Belt that day> and slept at 
Hardersleben. At the end of the next day's jour- 
ney they reached Sleiswick; and on the third, 
totally unawares and unexpected, they arriyed at 
Aschberg. As soon as they had gQt within the 
castle, the count bade the major welcome ; and 
invited him to remain as long as suited his con* 
yenience. Although some persons might haye 
taken this as a polite hint^ that the sooner he de- 
parted the more pleasant it would be, the major 
construed it literally, thanking his host with much 
ceremony ; but said he should remain only a day 
tp rest himself. The count ordered a noble en- 
tertainment to be served up in the state rooms* 
His domestics wore their state liveries. The 
table and side-board were covered by massive, 
pieces of plate, curiously wrought, that dififerent 
xnonarchs had presented to the illustrious war-* 
riors whose achievements rendered the ^ name of 
Rantzau so renowned in history. His wines were 
exquisite; and whilst they dined, a crowd of 
rustics, dressed in their best apparel, waited co 
the count to welcome him home. A bevy of fine 
healthy girls brought him nosegays, and baskets 
of their choicest fruits ; and the lawn being thrown 
open, opposite to the magnificent room where the 
count and his guest were sitting, they witnessed 
the affection and gaiety of heart with which a 
numerous and happy tenantry hailed their lord s 
r^urn. 

The following morning Major Harboe t9ok a 
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. fornial leave of Count Rantzau;' who; just as he 
mounted one of the finest chargers in the count's 
stud, asked him if he had no me^fsage.te send ,to 
the queen mother* '' None ! ' saidhe, '' except yo^ 
please to tell; her majesty what a deUghtful spqt 
Aschberg is, and how its lord was received." Nc^ 
4id the n^ajor forget to report th? enthusiasm, 
with which the old nobleman was hailed by the 
soldiery on his journey,, particularly by the vete- 
rans who had served under his command, by 
whom he appeared to be idolized. It was this 
popularity with the army that induced the queen 
mother to court his support with so much earnei^t- 
ness ; and the same feeling prevented their in* 
stituting any legal process whereby his niin might 
have been completed* : . - ' • 

The unexpected arrival of Major Harboe at 
Odensee, and the sudden departure of Rantzaui 
prevented the latter from apprising Miss livemet 
.of this affair previous to his setting off for;Aschr 
berg. When the count hired a furnished house £pf 
himself, he took a smaller one for his .mistress ; 
sending his valet, under the namC; of Kruger^ to 
Copenhagen, to request her return with the mc^s- 
senger. Emestus reached the Princens Palfiee 
unobserved, and found Miss Livemet well in 
health, and delighted with the message; and ^6t 
a little uneasy on her protector's account, whQ 
was extremely unpopular in the city, and suiathe'-, 
matised by the court : his fall; and banishment 
having excited vast surprise, and little commise* 

o2 
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ration. The i^igiiii^g party were generally ^Skt- 
liked, but Ihey were also feared^ and intli tiiat 
respect, wbich f&ey shared in cemtnen witib Satan^ 
tliey were forced to be content. M«9S Lii^temet 
ml her waitiag^aid retomed .«th firaestoi, 
4mder the name of Mr. Kniger, to Odeasiee; and 
i^ortly after her father and brotiher feliowed. 
^he eonnt Was rather embarrassed with this ad- 
dition to Ihs suite ; ^nd aa^i&ed his mistress if her 
father was a member of the Bui^er-guard ? " Yes, 
my lord, a serjeant/' ** Most excellent,^ said he; 
<^ then he shaHr wear a Serjeant's imiform of my 
Tegiment !'* — Thus, the old tailor was metamor- 
Tihosed into a Holslem seijeant; but the good 
^feHbs in the neighbourhood soon eonjeef ured that 
he was more obliged for the couaM's favor to his 
^tfghter^s beawty, than his maStary services. 
The brother ^ Miss Liv^met was a capital dancer; 
but her connexion viffith Gouht Rantzan reached 
him, and he was discharged. Being apprehen- 
siire of a persecution, or desirous of billeiNiing 
themselves uj^n the eount, the father and son 
feUowed thei^ daughter and sister- to- OdeMee. 

Such was the state of alfiiirs' on C^unt Rant- 
Mm'^ sudden- departure. Emestus knew he was 
to escort Miss« Livemet to Aschberg ; - but he had 
mA received any directions respecting her faatther 
and her brother. He therefore suggested that they 
should embark in a vessel then reaxly to sail' for 
Lubeck, which city was only a few hours ride 
from Asehba^, raid the? e wail further orders ; 
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Miss livarnet's maid profeirrilig a sail tbrc(ii||^ th^ . 
maze of islaiuls, or tbe company ofth6 yoifi^gpr: 
jUvemct, went by yntM to Lubeek;; and JEiV' 
nestus had the feiidity of escortiiig the beaii^ttfql. 
ydong' mistitess of Cbont- Rantzau from Odn^'*: 
%6 to 4^9chberg!. The ^^reatfaer wsis deUght|ulr;r 
die journey pictucesc][ti6 ; the travellers young, and. 
pleased wi& eaoh other. Tfafey did not ve^cik\ 
Aschbei^ quite so soon as l^eoonn^J expeetedirr 
but they assured him, so many horses had Ml^/ 
lame^ wheels had! eome oS, . abd ^cidents had 
liaf)pened, that it waa astobi^mkg tib^y trriv^d. as . 
soon as l^y did f 

They foimd tilie odd eduht id high^^ee;; Mfh 
ctstle Ml ^ company, and nothing but feiaif^i^gr 
^d revelry talked of as they a|^rOaqhed the vi^ear. 
nity of Aschberg. The eoiint gave the reins to mag- 
mfieence aaid pleasure; Balls^ <^cmeerts/ mas^§r; 
rades, and rural sports^ succeeded eaich otherj^ 
at wMdx, n^A merely tiie nobility m the neight^e^r': 
hood assisted, but the wealthy sons: of traffio^fro^if 
Hamburg, Altena, andl Lubeek. Such revfdi*^ 
and sober dissipation fasd nevM been seien be£^¥j^ 
^seopt OU' Matilda^s' recent, vxsiit ; and AsclibeF^ 
seemed mofe to vesemble the oountry palaee ;9f 9^ 
fovourite minister of st^te, tham tha^ foroed< se§ir 
deik^e of a banii^ed muoii 

i - 

I have not spared the counts vices. They 
were great and numerous; I ought not therefor? 
tfk omit l^Si vh^ttias, amongst which, his gj^nerosity 
held the foremost nude. Ho might have bee» 
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regarded as a model of what a landlord should 
he, if he had not employed bis &scinating man-i 
ners, his polished address, his rank, and his gold, 
to corrupt the wives ami daughters of his vassals% 
From his earliest youth he had given himself up 
to amatory pursuits. It was said of him by 
the ladios of Hamburg, that the count could never 
be forgotten at Aschberg, as long as the linea^ 
ments qf his face were discernible ampngst his 
v^ssals.^ 

He was delighted to see his farmers dress 
and live better than their neighbours. With all 
his errors, and the vast power that his high rank 
and the accursed feudal system gave him, he was 
never known to oppress *his tenants, or sanction, 
any -act of fiscal injustice towards them. 

He possessed several lordships besides Asch^ 
berg. He caused all his vassals to be apprised 
of ' his ensuing departure for a distant country, 
never to return ; and also that it was his wish^ 
before he went away, to secure all his tenants in 
their present posessions by granting them long 
leases, which, by the payment of a very moder^t&' 
fifle, might be renewed. He forgave all arrears 
to those who were poor, or had large families: 
increased the farms of those who had too little, 
land : and to encourage thma to plant fruit-tree£( 

* This formed the blackest trait in the character of Count 

■ « • 

Rantzau : he carried vice and profligacy into the cabins of his poor 
illiterate bondsmen. It could scarcely be called sedaction, for those' 
ipy]io ^eld^ were Jitde belter thflsihbjsbyes, . . 
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tmd timber, he covenanted; that at the expiratiod 
i)f tiieir lease, if their lords would not purchase at 
a fair valuation, they might remove the trees. As 
a count of the Roman empire, he possessed thd 
power of life and death over his vassals ; but as jI* 
man, he abhorred the brutal and degrading sys- 
tern. He held a local court of justice at Aschbergi 
not to enforce those odious rights, but to ratify 
and confirm all the grants he had liiade;^ so that 
his successor should not have it in his power; 
were he ao inclined, to harass or oppress them. 
This solemnity over, he gave his vassals a general 
invitation to his castle : 1^ had temporary shedti 
erected for their reception. He gave them such 
substantial feasts as the English barons- are said' 
to have displayed in days of yore. Tents and 
marquees were provided for the accommodation 
of the higher' classes : a rustic fair was held, that 
was <;rowded with bands of music, players, and 
venders of all sorts of bagatelles. Such was the 
l^st splendid f^te which this magnificent noblemaa 
gave ere he took his last leave of his native home. 
These festivities over, the count packed up 
the massive family plate, that had accumulated 
for centuries. The heavy frames of solid silver 
were taken from the large Venetian plates of glass 
that adorned the state apartments. The valuables^ 
of all sorts were removed ; great part of which he 
sent to Hamburg to be converted into cash, and* 
the funds remitted to Amsterdam and Paris. One 
of his I^Bt labouss washtQ e^amm his papers, an4' 
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fj^troy tho^ be 4i4 fiot w^«b tQ be see^. fl^ 
lyai^ g, paiuful task; fojp '\t broi^gl^t once mqre uAcb^f 
)i]^ eye the warm and grateful epiatjes written by 
the unhappy Struepsee, ^yheu be k^ok^d up tp 
Pount Rautzau as htp frieucl ^nd pf9l?on. "fbe piglet 
pf those papers touph^ his ^eax^; nor i^uld h^ 
belp feeling remorse now tb^X tinie had ab^tecl h}9 
resentpients^ and he w^n about to go intp ^rpp^mA 
^xile. If the firm texture of h^s pind b«d ixot 
l|een his shield, he must h^vfi 4readQ4 ^ assassiit 
ip eveigr stranger ; ^ ^p^rc^ly a ^ pa§t wbeiJ 
t:he Copenhagen pf>9t sgrrivi^d, ^b&t b^ 4i4 Qot re^ 
^eive. anonymous lettefS; cou^bed in the iQQ^t 
opprobrious terms^ f^nd thr^atfpciuig bim Wl^ 
4e^th ! These^ whilst be byed in tb@ midst of hii 
^einants, ,4[ie totally disregarded ; but it i^truQk bim 
that . he might be pursued abi:oa4 by asi^as^inft 
enqployed by Juliana or hpr cabal, who might b© 
glad tp. be. rid of one who knew bo much of their 
^i9l5.^dn^ss : he therefor^ determined to trave} 
i/fg(^. ^nd if pps^^ibk remain uni^nown. 

t^i^st before he set o^ frorB^th^ spot where hf 
4reiy bis first breath, he palled bi«si Valet before 
^im^ and asked had he any objection to travel} 
ipth him to France apd Italy ? promising to puor 
Yide for him in his will if be accepted- his offer, 
and conducted bimself a^ be hitherto had done. 
Ernestus readily agi^e^d. The. count had akeady^ 
i^a^e Mis|i ^livemet independent; and he gayjehei^ 
tixe o^? qf quitting, or going, into exila witt 
^m; tfllm|;h$r,2«h@wiisbedtati:«.vel^^ 



j^4^0 «iiccQrapai»e4 hm, it ^^a^ \i^ ^ papa's ^ 

IJ^t heF pQly %^8 w^re t^9,| fi^p Mw»«U b? !# 
beiwd. Und^rptftfid^ ttet, tfee WHP* had seW 

givfift t>6r> b«t ^ i^% sjiie had s«.yed m ^?«ft 
fff)§?a dai^c^r. T^ Qld geQtl«i«£W pisesse^ i#r 
lioy his bosom, g^v^ l^j: a h^ftr^y km, ?(ttdtt>W ber 
^5it all 1]^ 1^1*64 tyas. 1«5F compftpy, tf agf#^j 
Able J a^tj asr to ibe ^le «f his glatpn h# (|id if t9 

Aift*teritefloi, the <)0]u3at Uitended to a^$u«iie ti^ 
name of Breitenburg,t e^dl that Mi^ LiyefQ^t 

shouVi pa^s^ as his nephew. M^ ^«o. I^^^^igned to 

lom^ 4^chherg privately; hut the aaipiws v^^ 
s|i}a li^ept such vigilant watdb, that tqu^hed hy 
iheir ^fEeotion^ rather than isliuenced hy prid^i 
he wt off in his state eajFiage and hvexiie^, ^k 
tended by his; njimefoins ^nafttry oiv horfeh^eb 

joid foot: amofligft whew there was atareieljj wf 
hut really felt r^pret a* tihe^ coijn^'s deptpttj^r^^ 

or 

. t. A#of^ ibfi v^^^jsfa^ 94aptQ4' ^y^ Count B^ss^u to prpi 
9y)t9 tb^ fut^ir^ ^dfei^of liis.va^lf, it oppeara^s^gplar h^ dJA n<^ 
at once emancipate thetn^ Perh|ip8 he fefu'ed, if lie did sq, it 
might have been«coQstraed^as sedition, by his political enemies, and 
Ithnfthave ihjuretktJi/^ p^^lfa^try, 

t There is, or woe, s^^tle (^ that name not %r- iSropa Jtzehoe; 
which formerly belonged to the CouiltB BuBtzwa, and was foimerly 
their principal residence. > 
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When he arrived at the confines of his estate^^ 
the doors of his coach were opened to admit 
those who pleased to take a personal leave, when 
a scene ensued as v(^ould be difficult to describe ; 
the grateful creatures embracing the count's legs 
and knees, kissing his hands, and bedewing them 
with their t^ars. Full two hours were passed in 
this melancholy ceremony: many fell on their 
knees by the road side to pray for blessings on 
their generous protector. And when at last the 
cavalcadl^ proceeded, the grateful rustics stood 
uncovered' till a turn of the road excluded any 
fi^lher view. Such were the honors spontaneously 
paid to Coui^ Rantzau by his vassals on his going 
into perpetual banishment. 

Shortl/after the count had arrived at Ham- 
burg, he was insulted by a Danish officer, who was 
in hopes that he might thereby promote his inte- 
rest at court. The count was however so much re* 
spected by the burgomasters, who had not forgotten 
the services he rendered their city when seizpd by 
Frederick the Fifth, that the officer was arrested, 
escorted to the gates of Altena*, and forbade 
to return whilsjt the count ren^ned in Hamburg* 
Notwithstanding this protection bv the ruling ma- 
gistrates, and the popularity e^gited by his recent 
and past hospitalities, Count Rantz^ perceived, 

* Al'te'fia / i. e. muck too near, said a DaniHClcing as he sar*' 
y«yedthe sj^ whereon Altena was afle||viurdB buillT^tJie king qpoke 
m refereiice tQ Ebmborg; to which excIamatioQ the fiwm ^ft^ 
wiftg. 
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wherever he went, that his appearance, .excited: 
hostile feelings. One morning, when the count 
felt more than commonly low and desponding, his 
young valet said, after much hesitation,' " I am afraid 
what I am about to tell your excellency may dis-'. 
please you; at all events I know too well it will 
give you pain. It relates to a solemn promise I 
made to my late master : — may I proceed ?" Count 
Rantzau coloured — Ernestus thought he was 
angry, and stopped speaking. . The count, who 
was daily becoming nervous, struck by the solemn, 
tone and manner of his servant, felt the blbbd rush 
to his furrowed cheeks, and seeing the effect it halft 
on Eriiestus, with the greatest mildness he encou- '. 
raged him to proceed. With his eyes full of tears, 
and, in a mournful tone of voice, Erhestus thus' 
obeyed-7-" As we are now out of Denmark, and hot) 
more than a day's journey from Zell, I could not 
reconcile it to my conscience to fail in the per-- 
formance of a sacr^ and voluntary promise. I^ 
am sure you harbour no resentment against the 
dead ; iand your excellency has often, in my hear- 
ing, expressed respect and commiseration towards 
the queen." The count nodded assent; holding; 
his left hand aorosfL his eyes. " Upon my first in- 
terview with my master after our arrest, I was of 
course violently affected; and not at my own 
captivity alone. He was sitting on the side qt 
his bed ; his ' head resting on his hand, looking 
the im^ge of despair. My presence seemed to re- 
yiyp hinj a little^ IJe called, me lo.him^ embraced 
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me, BBd resting his burning forehead on kjp: 
shoulder, he kissed my cheek! I wap go afr 
febted I sunk down at his feet; in vrhii^h potH. 
tuie, in a few mintutes afterwards^, I handed hinv 
his purse. Whilst he leant asd wept oiser mbr 
he slipped froiii his bosom a miniature piotiun^' 
given him by the queen. It was her .own hbeneser 
as she arrived i|i |>enmark. The count whta^ 
pered softly in my ^ur, ^ If I escape deaths pce«^ 
serve this^r me! if I perish^ as I expect! shaH^ 
convey it to the que@ai/ I pul; it in a pmvaike 
pocket in my waistcoat When 1 was searched;, 
it was not fouqd/ Here it^ laC' taid Emesitus^ 
handing to the eount a; porteait^ paipted, I'h^ 
licTS, by Beynold»> mounted ingold^ and set witib 
brilliants. The , count Idcdbed Bh it with strong^ 
emotiooH: respect, ceiisiiiiiserfttBm^. and remsorse^ 
were visible in I^S' oeuntenanpe. He tjaiaMid pide^ 
as deaili, wM&t l^e elMsoks c^ Eioiestuo werr 
covei^ed with his tears; The eofunit. gaaed' mounih 
iu%:en the partmit for at u^mitB. or moDS; and. 
thien. Qxelaimed-^^^ Unhappy lady> I solemidjr 
lake Gk>d to^ wibiess lissA if my tr^ctment q£ 
you was hara^> my motives- wiece merciful : buti 
thy mal^dtotimis are fulfiffing^ already L aoiit 
thrown down. by those whom I set up!' IHco thee^ 
Matilda^ am I in esile. Thy faK' excited the 
warmest sympatl)^; mine, umiversal satisfaction. 
To avoid the finger of puUio w&sm, or the leas 
poignant stiletto oitlipassassin^, 1^ shall be re« 
duced to lay d^id^ my name* l&wxi' my a£^e» 
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y(Mid th6 gfat^ ; and perh&p6 my i^eta^av^ tSfb 
fkmi thetemb, tAij, ijk6 StiH|iefii^e'#, b6 scatt%K6d 
find 4ev*Br6d by ttte fowls of the *j* 1" N^«^, 
at any pie*tio«» aiddie»t, bad £nkiM^ «6ea l!^ 
cIdilDie 00 «itti«6a[«)y ajgicat^. ^jm ^ki$(^ 
lapsed ere be spoke to £rb6ilt«t9 '. M kudty ia li diili^ 
dued te&e, he $«^ t0 bkt ^««^|aiif valet^ " Gii, 
fiebe kait*, ^eav« ute, a&4 .tc^tciitt w^& ^ 
beR rings." It ^^» a iBftU houi* befttfe %te l**fe 
^Iled. Tlie totmt witd cldm^ but l^s db^nilK^ 
tiafifKTe Wre itio^e legible marks ^ef tke liteH^ Mi^ 

f m m 9 9 * * 

feriftgs by wfiich Kjj bosom tvas^ r^lit. *' Ycyri 
told me/' said ht, rttiMly, ^« it iv*4 * j^ortrftJt of 
the ^uee& ; btt% you did net M^e fbe KflSe cKt^iftrb, 
l^litose Ifteae^s ii^ concealed Itrifhih tke chryBls^, 
under tfce crown and cfjph^ wrought of iffie 
queen's hcarr— ^^ I did not know of any ^u<2& 
thjiftg, your excell^cy,'" saidf fipiiestus.— ^ Hiieft 
^e rt now, my poor fellow/^ said the eoiftrt, 
^* lam sure it wiU present an oljeet tJidt 
wifi touch thy susceptible heart.* Be then^ 
inored a secret spring, and the astonished 
youngs mftn saw a miak^ture of the yom^ prmcess 
touisa Augusta, her celestial features dressed ill 
smiles, and surrounded by budding roses. 1[!he 
lik«„« « ,trong,-s<, eiiuisitely tow« /^ 

r w 

if addressed to an equal, it means my dear fellow. 
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painted^ that its freshness, wimation, and d€^li<3a(5yv 
seemed almost to equal the beautiful and innocent 
originals '' It is the h/Q% of a cherub, delin^atefi 
by the pencil of an angel^" said^tbe count : " Then 
tl^at angel was the queen, your excellency ; for I 
well remember, one morning as I was dressing 
tihie queen's hair,^ that Lady Gohler asked to see 
the likeness of the young princess/ and. I am sure 
.this is it ; but it was not set." " How do you know 
it was painted by queen Matilda?" ** Because on 
Lady Gohler paying it w;as executed in a manner 
superior to the best style^of any professional 
.artist ; the queen re|)lied, '* If an artist loved 
i Jiis infant as tenderly as I love mine, natural 
affection, would prompt him to excel himself." 
"Then it is her s indeed," exclaimed the count, " and 
I am weary of existence ! I am half inclined to go to 
2^11-; hand this precious relic to the queen, 
and end in her -presence a life that is insuppprt^ 
able !" The remainder of that day he spent in his^ 
^.' chamber, and told his valet to be ready to §£t off 
for Zell the following morning. Alarmed at 
his ^expresfiiions, Ernegtus went to the lair Liver'- 
net, and told her confidentially what had pa^ed 

* &n^tas was reckoned the first firiseur ia the coart ; aad oftes 
dressed the qoeen^s hair, if her hah**dre8Ber, Mr. Andreas ,Burchaft 
were iDidi^osed. Struensee was extremely particular as to his 
hair, which he wore dressed in the same manner as the qiieen^s* 
^ His toilette was magnificent ; and he was profuse in the use of the 
richest and most costly perfumes: in every point he waa an epicure 
and voluptuary. 
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that moment betweeoi hinl and the coiint: she 

shook her head, and said, " Depend on it, ^^ 

(callii^g him by his sunjame) " the arrest of Pneen 
Matilda will lead to the death of the coi*^nt« I 
know his heart is secretly a prey to the moat 
deadly anguish. With all his faults he is gei^erou^ 
munificent, and kind. He has been out-witted by 
a fiend. I agreed to travel with him, becaaise, in 
the first place, I really respect him ; and would 
not appear that mercenary being that' was solely 
attracted by his rank and high estate, and who 
fled^, wSbn adVersity fell upon him. I have wit- 
nessed paroxysms that have made me shudder. 
In those moments !■ have found myself able to it 
^ subdue his rage and recall his reasoning powers. 
* That forms a second cause wh]f I have agreed 
to accompany the count in his undefined tr^- * 
Vels, and in the disguise of a nj^n.'.' She vtight 
have added a third, more potent, perhaps, than 
^ either ; , i. e. her secret a,ttachment to Ernestus, 
ivlyi^e handsome face an8 figure, and kind diBpo-% 
#|p sition, had made a cov^lete congest of hier 

' heart, v . ' * st^ > . \ 

V * Miss Livernet felt more uneasiness than she 

#<!kose to express. Her confidence in the discem- 

'"- "' ment of the blue-eyed Norwegian was not small. 

She went with a palpitating bosom to the count ; 

and suddenly assuming a gaiety that* was a 

stranger to her heart, ran smiling into his room. 

$he found him with a pistol in his hand that he 

appeared to be loading. His looks were wild and 
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^g^d. TtlHiiDg his g^aHti^ eye-balls toWardU 
the dxwn'> he hiked her stetnly how she dare ap* 
p5f&0th tliibidden, and \HttiOut ttotice ? Iiistead 
*f reply^ ^ radhed to hi& b^sdttt, a»d thtowiftg 
Iter armB round his neck, eniyrSated him to Ifeftte 
|fdmb)uirg, and not tkk hm life by a duel with that 
Wietfetted pftpal^ite, who h^ped for eclat atnd pte* 
Ifenfterit, us the reward of his insoleace. " Your 
<^ifacter for courage, iay dettr count," said the 
iai't^Hl pkader, (who rtatked the intended suicide, 
feut glfeticed otAy at a duel), **id too well e*tat- 
bKi^hed to suffer by your refusing to mell etjefy 
d^perado who may da^e to challenge you.'' Thtgf 
$ feoulftt, delved in thinking Sophia LiVeifneV.wa* 
deceived, stifltered he* to returti the pistols to < 
flke ease wherice he hid thus taken theto; 
•"' Kksing off the teaif that glistetied in her bright 

eyeB/ the volatile old noMemati forgot, m th6 / 
*tefess6s of that fai&cinatittg girl, the dreatdfol 
jpurpose he had in tiew when dhe entered : for, ^ 
•e^ded to desperation Fy the mm of ^ttt^td ^ 
fifrM raged it hii^ bosoM, he had, in ^ ktthUe 7^a 
moment, seiced his^n^ols; and if his^faifliRd 
guardian had not drawn the charges from Ifis ** 
ptotoU, when he returned to his quarters tl^« 
n^ht before, his owfv hands had tenAt^nated hid 
^:itiste]ice. 

Hie* accomplishments of Miss lavemet were 
B«( cbiiftked to her graceful dancing : she had a^ 
tf#eet voice, and was enthusiastically devoted 
fo music'. A i^edat harp stood in the toom, and 
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some music books lay strewed on a table. She 
took her^eat at the harp, and played some plain^ 
tive German airs, accompanied by her . dulcet 
voice, that rapidly drove away the melancholy 
which had filled the count's bosom; who was a 
votary of Apollo as well as of Venus. Fasci* 
Bated by the skill and pathos of the fair girl, 
tife enraptured nobleman clasped her in his arms, 
and said, with vehemence, " Sophia ! thou art 
dearer to me than all my possessions beside 1 
Say, my beloved, how can I recompense thee ? 
Speak boldly, for were it to make thee Countess 
Rantzau, I would not refuse !" Smiling at his gal- 
lantry, and perhaps exulting in the power of 
beauty and music, she said, ^' Promise me, then^ 
upon your word and honor, never more, be your 
trials what they may, to think of suicide/' The 
count was amazed* In a moment he recollected the 
qircumstance of his pistols being unloaded when 
he thought to have found them charged; iemd he 
Jjslt that to her vigilance he was indebted for his 
life. For some moments he was unable to speak. 
At last he said, in a solemn tone> ^' I promise 
thee, noblest of women, never to raise my hand 
against my life ; and if you will accept that band, 
thou shalt be my countess*" 

Sophia thanked him for the first part of his 
promise; and with ineffable sweetness told him 
she would rather possess his love as his mis- 
tress, than run the risk of being despised as his 
wife. " Keflect, my lord," said she, " on the ridi^ 

p 
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cute and cbagrace you must eacoiuiter wtte ytm 
to marry me, and iiave a tml07' for your father-4n'^ 
law 1 I ahouid be cursed as a wicked, cunnixitg 
jade ; and ten to one, if you died first, but yatnr 
heirs wouM find mews to annul tbe marriage, and 
strip me of my fine title ! No, my dear count, I 
dare act venture to become your wife. Only 
yesterday morning, dressed as a country girl vn£k 
t basket df flowers, I foUowed amongst ths'ee or 
four blooming lasses into your auguKt presemcBi. 
Because I had changed the collour of my hair, 
rouged my cheeks, and leanA my piaat Duit^h^ 
pretty well, my sagadoos lord did n^t ^kaow ooae 1 
yet you ^gave me the ^pr^ierencC'; Mssed me till I 
trembled for my rduge ; and told me to 'be at the 
back door at eight o'clock : andbere, your excel* 
iency, are the necklace and the ear-^ings that you 
then gave me." The conntfdould scarcely believe his 
eyes. " What the devil does all this mean ?" said 
he ; ** Were you indeed the flower girl whose be*- 
witching eyes and well*f6rmed bosom, cain^ my 
sfcttention ?" ^' Yes, inde^, ^my io«d ! I jom that 
^ery girl, over whose virtue you tbou^ 'to 
triuthph^ by tempting her arVaricei-- As your sisis^ 
<3r0ss> my lord count, I can bear these Tfetahfut 
sallies ; but as a countess, I should perhaps troor 
ble you with comphiints or r^^monstfanoes. I 
might isaiy, if at twenty years of age, Iw^re^ossteat 

■* the langu^ spoken by ftc edttntiy ^ebple wBolive miht 
vicinity q£ Hunlbuif ^ Is talkid platalDluUBek,u9.,ldw* German. 
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^wilb a lov^r of three score, I could not tell wljy 
wj husband reqiiired a dozen flower girls to 
attend bis toilMte every morning, and dio^Id soon 
oifend you ; and shall therefore never accept th6 
honor crfbeing your countess !" He laughed hear* 
tily at her lively wit. No lo'nger thinking of 
Matilda, the portraits, or of suicide, he that day 
gave himself up to the fascinating girl, who 
stepped a minuet more gracefully than any woman 
in Denmark ; and to please the count, exerted heir 
talents to the utmost. She put on the costume in 
which the day before she had beguiled him of hin 
tdnketsi She sung, she danced, she played ; i^i^ 
encouraged him to simoke. He drank a whole bottle 
of Chateu Margeau.— At last, he sung some favorite 
•duets with his attractive mistress ; and giving the 
ileitis to dalliance, swore that he was still the hap* 
piest man alive ; and never more would suffer the 
blue devils to get the upper hand of *him ! In the 
course of the evening he told her of that secret she 
already knew from Ernestus; and the tender-heart* 
ed girl, as she surveyed the portraits, dropt a tear 
on the high- wrought trinket; She strove, however, 
to suppress her emotions ; and in a careless tone^ 
said, " You see I could deceive your excellency^ 
shall I carry this precious picture to the queen ? 
*She will not recollect one whom she never saw 
except in a biaUet." The idea pleased the versatile 
<?ount, who, within the last twenty^four hours, had 
experienced the pangs of the fellest remorse, and 
the thrilling delights of refined sensuality. Look*- 

p2 
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in^ archly in her face^ he said^ " Shall ErnestQs 
attend you? I Knovr you have a good opim<m 
of that youth, and perhaps would rather be his wife 
thto my countess ?" The playful girl parried this 
unexpected hit by saying, that next to his lord* 
ship's company 9 none other would be more welcome. 
Emestus was deli&fhted with the charge. He 
dressed himself in a handsome suit of mourning. 
Miss Livernet arrayed her lovely person in the 
picturesque habit of a wealthy Hamburg merchant's 
daughter; and they set off. on their destination 
time enough to reach it ere night. They crossed 
the dreary tracts of sand, and having arrived at 
Zell, they went to the principal inn. After hav- 
ing taken some refreshment, the young travellers, 
full of the interesting object of their mission, went 
to reconnoitre the present residence of Queen 
Matilda, in whose praise the people of the inn 
were profusely lavish ; and not less so of their 
execrations against those who had occasioned her 
misfortunes. ** It is well the count is not herei 
Emestus/' said Miss Livernet, *' to hear this." ^' It 
is well, indeed !" the young man replied, ** I often 
shudder hearing such terrible things as are said 
of him at Hamburg, particularly by the English." 
*' I wii^hi" said Sophia, '^ our dear count was safe 
out of Hamburg, for I think he would not be in 
as great danger anywhere else." Emestus shook 
his head, and said, — ^the presentiment on his mind 
was, that he would come to an untimely end. Just 
as ISrnestus said this, the guide who went be- 
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fore them made a halt, and told them, they were 
arriyed near the palace ; and asked if he should 
inquire for any one within? This intelligence 
arrested their discourse, They saw they wer? 
Arrived at the outskirts of the towDi and that 
before them appeared a large fortii^cation, sur- 
rounded by a broad pioaf full of water. All 
was still and silent. Park inasses of building ap<r 
peared to rise within above the ramparts. All they 
l^eard, save their own voices, was the heavy tread 
0f a eouple of sentinels upon the drawbridget 
The moon burst forth in great splendor as a d^rk 
ploud passed away, and for a few mopients shew-r 
ed the form of the palace before them. It ap^ 
peared old, decayed, aiid gloomy. ** In what part Qf 
this, pile does the queefi reside ?" said Epiestus. 
V In the square building in the ceptre : it was oncQ 
a very grand palftce, before the last duke suuen** 
dered the duqhy of Zell to his brother, George th^ 
First, king of {England." " Qrand palace !" said 
&nestus; ^* and is this the residence of her who 
Wasmistressof Christianborg!" "You areaDane^i'; 
said the guide, Do you wish to see yoi^r qu^n ? 
Sheis very fond of seeingher subjects, particularly if 
they bring her any news of her chiWre^." '^ Then^ 
sir, we have news she will be glad to heat," said 
Miss Livernet, Jlrnestus then sisked the guide 
what Danish attendants th^ quf en had with her ? 
*^Not numy, I should hppe," said the Hanoverian 
proudly; " but here comes one who can tell you 
jnore V* As he said thisjs Stuart came up, and in a tone^ 
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ftf pl6a&iire and surprise, said ** My God ! in it 
|>odsible ! is this not Ernestus ?" The meeting vm» 
klike unexpected and agreeable. Emestas tctd 
him that the lady with him was fnc^an HambEf^, 
and invited Stuart to their quarters. The Wd 
domestics had, of course, a world of qaedtic^ to 
jsisk and answer, and the result was, that aftef 
Stuart was made acquainted Svith the purport of 
their journey, he advised £rliestus ttot to appear 
Unless the queen inquired for Wttiv " She is aow,*^ 
^did he, *' become tranquil, fesigtied^ «nd ia 
TOtnfe measure reconciled to her coaditiott. The 
sight of you may make all het ^ouirfsi bleed 
afresh : let therefore Miss Krugor see he? ftrat, 
to give this valued present. If the queen asks to 
see yoii, this lady will say thttt you are near- A 
cousiin of her's, a princess of Saie GoU^r is il6x^ 
tvith her majesty. They dre just returned ffwsk ^ 
tour to see the castle of Ahlderi, about t#efi*y 
miles distant, where the wife of George the First 
Was confined so many years. Neither the eoU4^ 
try, nor the castle, nor the sad history connected 
with it, are calculated to cheer her spirits. Yoa 
i;*rould scarcely know her, so grecktly is she changed 2 
and this visit, though it >Vill please her/ yet I know 
it will almost break her heart, fcome yo«tto*morrow 
morning about nine : I ^vill tell her thfe^t a lady from 
feamburg wishes to see her alone and on very par- 
ticular business." Then, looking kindly at Sdphia; 
the faithful domestic said, " YoU need iK> batler 
passport, riiadam, than your ©Mrn beautiful' face*" 
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Sophia livetMt^ diesaad ihJker Hamburg ccue^ 
tuae, (tiial was lic^ wd highly becomiiig,) at the 
appoijtited time teas at the portal of the palace. 
Stttiaprt was there vaitiiug. H« oondnicted the han 
stranger througih varioos apartmaits that bore 
eTident mzAa of past giraadeur and present 
4eeay. In oae^ that was fhnnshed in the modem 
style, be asked £er. to wait whilst he went to an* 
aotuice.her arrifval. 

He returned instantly, and such was the 
agitation of the queen; and her eagerness to see 
this fair stranger, of whose beauty and graceful 
demeanor Stuart had spoken so highly ; that she 
met bar near the docsr of her breahfastrroom. Ix> 
the kii^est tojie of roioe, and benignity of aspect, 
the graceful qoaeh enepuraged Sophiia to speak 
witbout fear or reseirve. 

In this intervi^ Mjss Uvernet wns no actress. 
Her intelligent oountenance nhtm^ that hei^ 
bosom labored with spina important secret. Sev 
modest look and rerspeetful demeanor were pledges 
for the sincerity of her good will towards the 
9Ugust personage she had the bonoT of bebokt^ 
ingt The queen was struck no less by hev 
beauty, than with the eteganee of her form, and the 
propriety of her carriage^ Had she been bred in 
a court she could not have shewn more true polite* 
96SS* Taking her by the hand, Matilda said to her 
m German, *' Stuart tells me you come to bring it)e 
tidings of my children. Da not keep me in susr 
pense« but teU me^ ^re they well ? H^w is my dear 
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boyv and my darling Louisa Augusta ?" As the 
queen spoke, Sophia dropped on one knee. 
With her head half averted, not to disturb her 
majesty by too ni4e a gaze, she gently held to- 
wards her the miniature of her child. The moment 
her eye caught the well-known portrait of her 
infant, she exclaimed — '' Heavens, it is my 
Louisa! — where! when! how! did you procure 
this portrait? tell me, ere my heart bursts With 
expectation V ** It was given by a deceased noble- 
man to his valet, and by that person consigned to 
my hands to be delivered to your majesty.*^ *< A 
thousand and a thousand thanks, sweet girl, for 
the precious gift. See how the innocent smiles at 
her unhappy mother ! Never whilst I have life 
shall this dear image be parted from my bosom.'^ 
During this time the beauteous stranger remained 
kneeling. Presently the queen, whose emotions 
nearly overpowered her, exclaimed, — " Forgive 
me, young lady, for suffering you to remain in that 
posture : let a grateful mother thus thank you for 
the most welcome gift that yoii could have 
brought ; my babes alone excepted." Saying 
this, she raised her to her bosom, and kissed her 
cheek ; then leading her to a chair, commanded 
her to be seated, who shewed the truest sense of 
politeness by instantly obeying. 

The queen shed tears in profusion: they re* 
lieved her full-fraught heart. She kept kissing the 
picture of her Infant with more real devotion than 
ever the most Jealous catholic felt for the relic of 
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a deity or' saint. Then looking wistfully at Misa 
lArBTWdty she said-^her lips quivering as she 
spoke*-^*^ How did this escape the lynx-eyed 
vigilance of my destroyers? Where is the valet? 
ah! what a dreadful hour w^s that vdien last I 
saw him ! My heart has since had many trials ; 
and this is not die least painful. I am now," coi^ 
tinned she» ^' a veteran in.sorrow, though so young 
In years. Fate has crowded into tl^ last ten 
months of my life more misery than> if spun out 
to the length of a century, might have embittered 
every hour ! " Then adverting to Ernestus, she 
md-" He must have run great risks in saying 
^hisfprme. I wish to see him, and yet perhaps 
I ought not, on account of the recoUectimis it will 
oeca»ion." Fixing her eyes on the young stranger^ 
Matilda suddenly exclaimed — '' Surely I. hate 
seen your face before ! Were you ever in Copen- 
hagen?" " I have .been there, madam, and have 
had the honor of seeing your majesty at the opera.''. 
**Ah !" said she^ rapidly, " that is it. You resemble 
a favorite dancer belonging to the opera." Matilda 
then asked if Ernestus was still in Denmark ? and 
was told he was in Zell. '' I respect his defi- 
cacy in sending the portrait by a female," said the 
queen. Then taking from her side a gold watch, and 
superb appendages, gave it to her fair guest, saying, 
/^ Accept of this as a memorial of my esteem^ 
Before you leave Zell, I wish to converse with, you 
again. And should you ever stand in need of 
a fx;iend, ypu piay reckon on me as. one who will 



His ^£€a£t RISVO&T ^^ TtH% 

Bever fsulyou* TeH Emestus,"^ saididie^ '^ I wiftsee 
him two hours hcpceu" Thequeen thmi me; and 
ber fair guest, m a lowly postuwv wrth- eqoqJi 
^ce Qnd revereaee kifloed her ciend haftd ; fifa** 
lilda sahiting Sopbra on the Aeek. 8ta»rt t&ai 
condiicted Miss. Livernet to the apartneiit ol 

Madame -^ ^ a Jady of hef hameholdi^ who 

kindly pressed henr ta take r^eshmeals; dis« 
ocMirsing with her in the most a£&ble manner, 
whilst Stuact went to ft&pae Eiraestue for the 
approaching intferriew; 

The valet felt ininitely ^embar raised oit aC'^ 
count of being in the seiviee of Goont Ranta»« 
He had not been candid enough to t«ll that aircnin* 
fttonoe to Stuart ; and he was indecisive l^ow to 
wet, and half indined to conceal it* He was uft* 
determined till after he found himself in tiie pr^ 
seace of his queen. > 

Matilda received him seated on a so&« 
She turned her head aside, covering her im 
&ce with a handkerchief: her whole frame shook> 
and she appeared almost sufibcated with paioftil^ 
feehngs. Full ten manntes elapsed ere she be-^ 
came sufficiently composed to ask him questions*; 
and the valet, not less agitated, could scareety 
reply. Her first questions were aboozt ber cktt* 
dren. Matilda locked' much disappointed whiea 
she learnt that he had no recent intelligence to 
give. She then commanded him to relate hia 
own adventuies. In a tremulous tone he narnite<i 
tihe leading incidents th^t had occurred^ AfteiP 
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fleireml questions of inferior interest, -^-waitiiog as 
it w^'e to acqoife fiinmeBS to put I A^/ which had 
itsf fibres entwimed in her heart's core, Matilda^ ia 
a maioier indeiBlcribahly tmctdag and mouimftil^ 
said^ '' I hare faeon told that iree^iii'se was hatd to 
ORl^tual torture to^ fence him to accuse xm. Teil 
»afy J&tnefitxiB, withoui dnpKcity or reser¥e,» do 
iyeu beliere that my merciless and unrelenting 
eaemifts really had: recourse to an expedient so 
.^^iofced and so terrific ?" Her head was bowed 
-^wn as she asked this questioii s€^ important and 
so^painfuL Her fair bososn rose and &U, uhdu}ati]ug^ 
firom intimsity df iecling. ^ Her voice, scarcely audi- 
hh, was tremuloos^ and subdued. From her fiiie 
eyes t^ars of shame, sorrow, and remorse fell go- 
piously ; and though the n^ost vividrecoUections of 
the lost, fallal, guilty Struenaee, filled her wj^ole 
heart aiM shook her lovely frame ; though his mine 
quivered on her lips, her tongue gave it not u tterai^ce. 
Full of sensibility^ and weighed down by emotions 
tdihost too powerful to be sustained, Ernestus, in 
a mamier peculiarly solemn and emphatiaf4» 
caug^ at this moment to do justice to the unli^ppy 
^iru^ii^e, by saymg, *' Yes, gracious queen^ I 
do most firmly bdieve that my late uafontunate 
master was actually tortured by the application of 
t^umb-screws, before he could be wrought on to act 
at your majesty's caieoises desired ; and he was me^ 
Miced, if he refused, with the cruelest tottures to 
wUi^h a human being could .be subjected."^-As he 
spoke, Matihia iodised hejp drooping head/ her 
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mental suffering evidently abated, and her sor- 
row soothed by this communication. The queen 
clasped her hands, and with mild composure ex- 
. claimed, '' I forgive him I with all my heart I for- 
give him, and I hope that God will foi^vehimalso! 
Count Rantzau treated me very harshly ; but he 
had a desperate undertaking to accomplish, and 
I provoked him to the utmost of my power. I am 
endeavoring to forgive him also. He was once 
my friend. I hear that he hasiallen into disgrace; 
is banished to his estates ; and is now at Ham«- 
burg. The cause of his disgrace is. variously 
stated; perhaps you can tell meiA^ real cause 7*^ 
'' That I can, my gracious queen* The queea- 
mother, Juliana, General Eichstedt, General 
Kohler Banner, and M. Guldberg, were all agreed 
to make Prince Frederick, J^gent, during the life 
of the king, my sovereign, and of the crown 
prince. Without the concurrence of Count 
Rantzau they dared not make the attempt. The 
<^ount, madam, conceiving that the king and the 
crown prince might both be set aside, or that 
something bad might befal them, sternly refused 
his assent He reproached those persons who 
had proposed and seconded the measure as being 
traitors to their kii^g and country : this, your ma- 
jesty may believe me, was the immediate cause of 
Count Rantzau's disgrace and exile !" The queen 
heard him with amazement: incredulity was 
marked on her fine, sorrow-stricken feature 
f^ Whatr s£)id shcj^ " do yau tcU me, that hff wMo 
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tore me from my palace, my husband^ and my babes; 
~-who has blasted mine honor, and destroyed 
my peace of mind for ever, — has been the saviour 
of my husband and my son; and for their sakes 
braved the resentment of that cruel wom^n who 
reigns in my place?'' •' It is true, my gracious 
queen ; all this has Count Rantzau done T' Ma** 
tilda, with strong passion, exclaimed, *^ Incoinpre*> 
hensible man ! if this prove true, I can forgiVe him 
aU the injuries that he has done me bnot long would 
my sweet Frederick live, if his cruel uncle were 
once declared Regent ! Bat are you not deceived ? 
how did you acquire the knowledge of those im* 
portant facts ?" " From the count's own lips, gra- 
cious queen. I attended his excellency in his 
carriage as he returned in disgrace from the pas* 
lace of Fredericksborg. He ej^^claimed, * I have 
twice saved my king and country in the hour of 
peril : I will save it a third time !' * He never re* 
turned to court again. Towards my unfortunate 
master, he generally expressed hatred; but of 
your majesty he has ever spoken with the utmost 
respect." The queen paused for a short time ; and 
in rather a hasty manner said, *' How cam^ you, 
who appear to deplore your late master's wretched 
fate, to take service with Count Rantzau r To 



* Thede wef e the counts words ad he l^ft the palace. He allQded 
to the hituid be had in the M of Peter the Third ; by which the hi* 
VBsioa of Denmark was averted) and next to the arrest of Count 
.Struemee, 
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tbk Ideation, Ernestus replied by tdling the tratb, 
lo vrhidi'he wm tempted by the altered maimer 
in whkh she spoke .of Ccaicit Rantzau. The queen 
•aid/ "^ My iaclii^tiooifi would have led me to itaka 
fOXL into my service, but lor the jc^matant recort- 
rence <of thio^ 1 ovieh for ever to banish irom 
my mennoiry." :^e at absorbed in thought ; at 
iast ahe 4iaid, ^^ Ilhe &ets you haye oommunioated 
ta me,, gdre a new d^ce to the part tibat Count 
Rantcau )ha6 acted ; and it hel|» to forward my 
svisfa to tear 'from ay dieart all animosity agaiMt 
him! yet, detesting as i know he ^^d, the diaposi** 
tion of the ^queen'-mother ; how was it possifbte, 
vitdiout tbeeoming her confederate in my ruin, he 
could :evw think of c5oalescing with her ? Tell m0 
without reserve what you know on this sublet.'' 
firoesttsjiesitated, and remained silent. '^Do*not^' 
fed .any dTOad of hurtkig my feelings : teH me Jiit 
real motives, if you know ithem." *' I verily be- 
iieve, most gracious queen, tbiit CJount Rantzau 
knew itha/t a plan ^was in agitation to take ,the life 
of tiie- king^!" At these words the tears burst 
fixHfn her^yes. She wrung her faaaotds ; and appealr 
ing to the Almighty, declared her ignorance of 
amy such intention. ^^ It must be," said she^ 
^v^n artifice of the count's to caver his nmlioioui^ 
designs." The valet was again silent. '' Am I 
to think," said she, in a tone of agony, " that ffou 
behoved hkn ? did ym ever hear or see imy thing 
to induee you to think that any sudi design ex^ 
isted ?" " If I must reply, it is, and it has for up- 
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wmAB iof :a yesr ipast bee* my iopinioa, diat if tha 
two counts had not Mkn :ais they dad, the Jdag 
would not have ionp isurviwd, Ooont Hantzau, 
mRdafli^ ievet felt tenderness sand compaBsicEi do^* 
wasds your ^majesty; and I 'Sinoerely bdkxre it 
Traes.. to save your msge^y^s life, ^he had yaa re^ 
HKived from Copeiibageii !"— This acrowai eTidesidy 
nsrun^iier heart; -she ganre ^^entlo ther ibdi&gsda 
a 4ihiiwer.of Itearo. ''Oh, God !" said MsAiMa ^' ia 
wleit a featrful labyrinrtli ihewe I been entangled:! 
lion, and everi^ll l>e ^rvelched : but what wotdd 
ha^e been my Htate, Mmidtk dreadfol designs wore 
Msdly cherished, aaoid had been <et»ecisted4 Yon 
faa^e been," said the ^veen feiBrne^tus, *' too^aftan 
a witness: df my errotp^ for !me to hesitaite thu» to 
ktrmble inyself beft>re you. When you o^etuvh to 
Hamburg, itell Couilt Ranffezan 4;hat I thank ^him 
tor :hia efibrts to sare nry^ son^and^his sovereign; 
aadrteH him too, thttt^wi^hwy whole '^oiil, I itdly 
and Ireely forgive liink"" ^Bmfestus oould not iconi- 
tain lii^ satigfaotion iat dii^ noble conquest of 
faersdf. ''I 'believe in .my&eoi^, iRadam;"«ai€ he; 
^'^M^the coutit-faas never ^€^)oyed one happy dbour 
siiaic^ that >iiital d«Ky. ¥ouJr geneotMis tfcu^Taenms 
will restore peace to his bosom, a»d'1dke.a moui>-* 
taiA from^ioffjns inind.'' Sh6>tbe& entteedintb an 
tBqui]:y as 'to ^the <!ircum^taii^ of Bmestus; and 
told him^in iblII cases' of adversity 4o apply toiher^ 
{ifossntittg him with a 'purse, thitt 4^ Idld :hBn 
was^Hie work of her own hands, containing a^bmi^ 
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dred guineas: be had then the honor of kinaing 
her hand, and took his leave. 

When he repaired to Stuart and Sophia, his 
looks shewed how powerftiUy his mind had been 
agitated : nor did he keep them long in suspense. 
" Thanks be to God," said he fervently, '* the dear 
queen has forgiven Count Rantzau, and has au-» 
thorised me to assure his excellency of her full 
and entire forgiveness !'* ** How greatly," said Er- 
nestus, ^'is the queen changed! her sufferings 
have indeed not been lost on her. The sedate 
and melancholy cast of countenance that she has 
attained, renders her beauty more striking ; she 
is much less corpulent; and altogether her ap* 
pearance infinitely improved." '^ Did the iqueen 
name Struensee to you ?" said Stuart : *\ Never 
once," replied Emestus : *' she spc^e of him, 
but his name never passed her lips." '' Nor have 
I heard her name the guilty and unfortunate man," 
rqoined Stuart, ** since her residence here ; where^ 
without flattery, I can afEbrm she is idolized by 
all who viritness her piety and tranquil resig* 
nation." During the absence of Elmestus^ Sophia 
explained to his friend his present situation vnth 
<3ount Rantzau. 

The re^t of this day they spent in seeing ZeU 
and its vicinity. On the following morning. Miss 
livemet was ordered to attend the queen ; who 
asked her many questions respecting Count Rant- 
zau» saying, ''I cannot help thinking that you have 
inoved in a higher sphere of life than your present 
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ce0tumie, grsK^eful and becomitig as it is, aor 
Qouaces." '' I can endure dissimulation no longer. 
I am not indeed, my beloved and injured queen, 
"what I seem to be, nor worthy to appear in your 
august presence : but I come with a heart filled 
with love and reverence towards you !" The queen 
looked earnestly in her face, and with a smile of 
the truest benevolence, said, " At last I recog- 
nise in you, Mademoiselle Livernet, whom Count 
Rantzau induced to leave the opera! I really 
thought I knew your fine features the moment I 
saw you; and now let me bid you welcome in 
your proper name." From this generous girl^ 
Matilda learnt enough fully to convince her that 
Hantzau was truly penitent for all the indignities 
he had occasioned; and that to lus unshaken 
fidehty her son probably owed his life: " For," said 
she, " not only did Count Rantzau enter his protest 
in the journal of the council of state, but he sent 9. 
copy to Stockholm and London, and to each of the 
leading nobles in Denmark, the Duchies, and iu 
Norway." The queen was so pleased, with these 
proofs of attachment to her husband and her. son, 
that she conquered her resentment so completely 
as to write to the count, assuring him of her en- 
tire forgiveness ; thanking him. for his recent ex- 
ertions in favor of her beloved Frederic and his 
father; and adding, if he wished to retire to 
Great Britain, she would write to London to pre- 
pare the way for his being 9eceived« 

The first and the last anxiety of this amiable 
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peilitent, (for stich she really was,)telltteir td^is^ 
absent children. Sensible of this, and wiBklg to 
pour all the consolation into b^r bosom that Was 
][>os8ible, Mademoiselle Liv^rnet related to th^ 
young queen the adventure that befel Ernestus 
with the skipper, old Peter Nielsen, who took the 
count in his yacht from Copenhagen to Warren- 
borg. The queen re<^ollected tfa^ citcumstance, 
and commanded Sophia to proceed; wh6^ then 
told Matilda that she thought this old skipper 
would be the most secure channel whereby to te- 
ceire, from time to time, auth^itic inteUigetice 
of her children. The queen eagerly 6«abitced 
the idea. Miss Litngmet wrote to a confidenftial 
friend of her*s, a lady who was related to the 
head nurse of the young princess, to meet her at 
Hamburg; af^suring the queen that she would not 
go till every thing should be arranged, to secure 
to her a regular correspondence, — ** Itll time and 
eircumiigttances permit your majesty once Wtote to 
tteet your childr'en and re-aseehd your diroiie.'' 
*' Oh, if that happy day should ever come! But," 
continued MMilda mournfully — *' it cannot be ! I 
am faUen, fallen, never to rise again I" Sutih wfere 
^e last emphatic words on tiiat subject Spek^a 
to Miss liveiHet. When Eme^tus and his Mr 
c(»npanion return«^ to Hamburg, they ^und the 
old c0uht very impati^t, and not a little «^er 
the iMiuenc^ of ' the Haedmls^' not knowing Wha^ 
construction to put on their long stay : btti WtMti 
his beauteous mistress^ tc^ld him In what maoner 
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tii^;b9fi bdeB received; and yfh^n she handed 
to Mnt the brief but comprehensive letter writtea. 
by the well-known hand of the queen ; he kissed 
it with a devotion and gratitude scarcely }ess 
ani^t than Matilda^s caresses of the portrait he 
bed returned. '' Now/' said the count, '' I cai^ 
Inrave the • finger of publie scorn ; the daggar of 
^e a^asstn : I can live tranquili and meet deat^ 
without terror/^ 

Tjbbc j^y 8ind agitation of the count was ex- 
tfomely gifeat. ; Sophim felt towards him^ a s^oc^ 
and grateful fri^sidi^hip ; ^hh flattered herself that 
lie xitiright giv6 up his romantic project of traveUing 
to Ilaly inccg^ She felt deep avefrsion to assumt 
ing male attire ; and therefore strove mth all th^ 
blandiabments of which she was mistress^ to 
induce him to accept Queen Matilda's mediatioui 
9»i retke to G^eat Britain. — ^The Count he^ 
he? with silent attention, and smiling s^ud, '^ Yot| 
httre not> my Sophia, duly ccmsidered the subr 
ject t or you would never advise Count Raintzati 
to insult by his presence, the sovereign who^^ 
sister bis hand hurled from a throne 1^ a prifon." 
Tfae^ &ir pleader was jiilenced, and the toiir 
ao^tbward persevered in. Bat when Sop^^L 
torld him, of what she had proaa^kied the quee^ 
k appeared to give him vary great satisfactita. 

In less than a fortn^ht Pktfer Nielsen tmA h» 
yacki arrived at Hamburg, bring^B^ the lady to 
whom Mi^ livemet had written* Whstt pletoCid 
that kind-hearted girl most of all, waa the did" 

q2 
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mated and cofrect likenesses recently taken of liie' 
erown prince, and the infent princess Louisa: 
Augusta. 

Sophia s friend had always commiserated the 
queen's sufferings. She had lost her children' 
when young by shipwreck ; whence she entered 
the readier into the plan of correspondence pro* 
posed by the count's generous mistress : Sophi9 
scarcely allowed her time to rest before a car« 
riage was ordered, and attended by Emestus, 
set out again for Zell. Their arrival was an* 
nounced by Stuart. Those whose situation it has 
been to be separated from their infants whom 
they loved with intense affection^ never perhaps 
more to behold them, may guess — ^for I cannot 
describe, — the emotions of Queen Matilda on see^ 
ing the pictures of her children, taken withiii a 
few days of reaching her hand ! This arrangement, 
that was made on a just and economical plan, was 
continued undiscovered till the death of the 
queen; and formed cme of the greatest alleviations 
that her sorrows received. 

When Pieter Nielsen, heard from Eniestus of 
the reconciliation that had taken place between 
the queen and Count Rantzau ; and found timt 
the correspondence of which he was to be the 
medium^ was known to him; he condescended to 
take the count's hand, and tell him he could now 
indeed believe he was become a repentant sim:ier, 
ahd he hoped he *' would save his soul alive^'' 
The count took his coarse compliment in good 
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part ; and every thiog. being arranged, he spoti: 
afterwards set out for Amstierdam> attended :^y^ 
tih'e accomplished Miss Livernet, whod^ily .g^€?Mf 
more- and more dear to Ifim as , her various "exxjglr; 
lencies. displayed; themaelytes; and afeo.?byJiis 
fsKvorite H'alet Ernestus ; intending io: that EQjejtro-j 
polid>toihire senvants who. ^puld know ^othipg of 
his rank or cbuntry. - .j : '. ;• , . t 

o ;The MS* from whjchf these pageei hayebe^^ 
copied, closes at this period; /.^. the autumn of-1 7 72i 
The ftirther destiny of the fair Dane and faithful 
Norwegian is unknown : but the count, notwith- 
standing his reconciliation with the forgiving 
Mafeildav 'fell by tM hwAi of an £lnglisb: officer at 
Avigaisn^* : whb had ewotn to ay^ng^ her fa^l. He 
was boried in tjMit citjr. • j « . 

: The errorjs of the queen wepre obliterated froni 
the b^som of every gentle and cultivated member 
Af .society, as, well as from thejmii;i4^'0f the bener 
Volent ilfiterate. ' Never was splf'cpnquest mor^ 
complete, or reformation more perfect, v She fell 
at last, a victim to her sensibility. Poor Alexander 
Stuart fell ill of an infectiovis fever ; she was ad- 
monished by her phyaicians not to see him, or go 
fi^ar his apartment; she disregarded their advice, 
went to look once more at her faithful servant, 
caught the; dreadful disease> and died within 9. 
few days after him. 

Such was the melancholy and ux^timely end of 

• ♦ Said to be Captain O who accompanied Matilcb to^ Deft- 

mBsk I tad held a commissioo in the Danish hojrse-gufurds» 
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d princess who was, in her mofit censurable, mo^ 
ments, an olDJect of pity and indulgence; and 
whose strong and incessant efforts to atone for 
a' single error, displayed the noblest virtues that 
adorn the human mind. Had her days been spared 
till her gallant son broke the fetters* of JuUaHa and 
her crafty son, and drove them into a foroed re^ 
tirement ; she would no doubt have been recalled 
io participate of his power, and press once more 
her children to her bosom^ 



Remarks on the preceding Danish MS. 

At the close ef a narrative abouBding with 
such extraordinary incidents as the preceding ; 
tinged, as it unquestionably is, with an air 
bf romance, the translator of that manuscript, 
and author of the subsequent portions of the 
history of Sweden and Denmark, feels it his 
duty to express his opinion as to the degree of 
confidence that he places on its veracity. He 
fully and unequivocally credits every particu- 
lar relative to the rise and progress of Struensee's 
fatal amour with Queen Matilda ; the subsequent 
licentiousness of her court; the particulars of the 
arrest and behaviour of Struensee ; the rankling 
envy, insatiate malice, and aspiritig ambition of 
Juliana Maria; and the strict accuracy of the 
motives and adventures imputed to Count Rant* 
zau. In short, the chief points on which he feels 
any doubt, are those which attribute the me- 



COURTS or ©VSDJiiN ANP.»|:|^JMARK. 2^^ 

ditated murder of (^rirtian the ^evepth, when |i 
chiM, to Juliann ; jsypi^ tfe^ uliuoiit in^rp^iWe ^sser- 
tion of her hayiag i o tOteUy Iwt laigH ijot f^erely 
of ber dignity, but even of her se?, as to haveh^ 
feeo^rm to those laitrocii^u^ mf^aas t;9 deptxpy hip 
lihyasical and intellectual powers,, that are imputed 
to her. The peculiar features of ws^ret history con- 
nected with Guatavus the Third, ftud the birth of th^ 
ex-king of Sweden, af e correctly stated. On 
this side the water, national prejudices have 
weighcriand atiU ireigh heavily, against Juliana : 
but the more serious the charges adduced, the 
stronger apd mor? coxjplu^ive shQuld be the evi- 
dence. The trw^lator would have expunged those 
parages from his version, if those charges h^ 
not, in Latrobe and oljher authors, been long since 
before the world. They certainly are plausible^ 
and that is all that justice admits of his saying. 
Between the servile flattery^ nay, the idolatry of 
her partisans,* and the frightful portrait drawn pf 

. * " Thfs follp\jrfpgaxtrac<; j^ J;ftke» fropj ^ Jetter w-ritteu 
in Geriiian, and ^ftfsr ws^rds ti^apslftt^d ix^iQ Danish aa/d 
French) by one i/n Helfried^ for the express purpc^ of 
promi4g»ti9g Strue^s^e'^ di^gr^ic^, \o whom be owed b|s 
rise and fortiiae ; wjljiich letter was ^$ldre^sed on this occasion 
to the king of I^nmarl^» by Mr, 3qhq$, conseiller de coi^^ 
ferwQe." Vid^ Wolffe'f ^<yrtfmn T^r, pp. 86 to eo. 

^^ Blessed be Juliana! and extolled the :^ame of Pmce 
Frederick ! Thanks to all good patriots^ who fropx pure 
Qp^iv^ tpr« the .bandage frpm tbiaa «yes tbat tbou m\f^% 
see Qlear; wbo avenged tbee and tby Mogdom; wbo 
risked their lives for tby deliverance ; and wbo restored 
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her- in the preceding manuscript, it is difficult to 
. decide as to the real character of Juliana. That 
she was a woAian of aspiring ambition; eager -and 
Ardent in her wishes for regal sway;, and an .adept 
in political intrigues, cannot be successfiilly de- 
nied» The conduct of Matilda and Strueitsee 
sanctioned the violence adopted to snatchthe reins 
of government from their feeble hands. And that if 
Juliana could, she would have setaside the succes- 
sion of the present king, may be safely admitted/ 
And if Count Rantzau had not, by his resolute 

thee to. thy true and genuine power 1 In truth it was high 
time ; for I saw the citizen draw his sword against his 
fellow-citizen, and -those who were otherwise peaiceable 
^re urg^' on to muvder. Perhaps in a few days thy 
^r^sidei^ae might have ;failen a prey to the all-devouring 
palsies; and {Xefimar^and Norvray, that wish for nothing 
more &an the happiness of their kings, might have been 
•reduced to dospair. Look now, oh king! at the joy that 
sparkles in the eyes of ithy subjects ; regard and reflect on 
their spontaneous gladness. 

" Our blood shall flow for thee^ for Juliana, for Fre- 
derick ! Who doe^ not praise and honor that dangerous, 
that honourable night, which broke our chains, and caused 
us to become again h people ? Glorious, eventful night ! 
•future Homers and Virgils shall sing thy praise. As 
long as Danish and Norwegian bravery shall live, so long 
shall the fame of Juliaila and Frederick endure, — ^but not 
increase, for that is impossible." 

For such readers as may not have seen any work ex- 
- plaining the fate 6f those persons who were arrested with 
Queen Matilda, an extract is subjoined containmg the re- 
quisite information; viz. — 
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conduct, as ft meniber of the council of state, 
frustratted tbe plan fbitaed in 1772 of naming 
her son as regent, in all probability the pre- 
sent king had never ascended the throne. Witk 
all these faults on her head, Juliana must:9titt 
be regarded as a woman of very superior car 
pacity. Weak monardiis are generally seen sukv 
rounded by ministers of feeble intellects ; they 
appear to feel a sort of instinctive envy and uBh 
conquerable dread of tRe proximity of mitmh 
ters gifted with great and powerful minds: 

'** Madame Von G6liler was released from her tonfine- 
m^t in her own hous^, but ordered never to appear^ at 
court. Rear-admiral Hansen was deprived of his seat at 
"the board of admiralty. Lieutenant-boldnel Hesselberf, 
"and the diplomatic eounseUor Sturz, were ordered in liite 
'in a small town in Sehleswig ; the former upon a stipend, 
of 300, and the latter of 600, dollars. Lieutenant Aboe 
was acquitted of evtry charge against kim, and banished 
the realm for the term of two years. The eoansetiior of 
state Willebrandt, and the royal physician Berger, .were 
banished the metropolis, Upon a stipend, of SOO doliars 
* each ; and %he latter was ofdered to spend the remainder 
of his life at Aatborg in JTtitland. There remained still 
three prisoners^ upon whose fate -the judges couM not 
speedily decide : these were General Gohler, Colonel Fal- 
kenschjold, and the first commissioner of finance, Stru- 
ensee. The sentence pronounced upon the first, served as 
a specimen of what the others might expect. This brave 
warrior was deprived of his post, his rank, and his pa^ ; 
was banished the islands of Seeland, Fiihnen, and the 
duchy of Schleswig ; and reduced to an annual stipend of 
1000 dollars; because^ according to the very words of 
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jjet Juliana Maria selected, as her mu^<:'i s^ 
nioae but men of superior capacity; au^ judg- 
ing of ber by tAe compunif jshe kq^, tbe result in 
favorable. If her chart^^r had been sa i^xcessi\ e!y 
depravedj would Cgvot B^rftst4wrff have accepted 
a place under her ?'--^The9e remarl^s^ the author 
thinks are requisite to liberate the mind of bin 
reader from the very unfavorable impression the 
preceding chapters are calculated to produce, 
era he proceeds with the original mem^^irs that 
follow. . 

bis saatenciB, he had given cauae of suspfcion. The sp ' e 
of Priajoe Frsderic dictated the sentence of Colonel F; 
keosebjbld : be was deprived of his commandy and of ] s 
post as royal chamberlain ; and banished for life to Miin * - 
faolai^ a fortress situate in the most norUierly part of Nc - 
way, whore he was allowed only half a dollar a d^y f ' 
his subsistence : he was twenty*peven years of age^ and i 
crime could be laid to his charge, but his friendship fi 
Stmeosee.^^Struensee, the commissioner of finance, wl ' 
after &e execution of his brother had been tbroirn inti) 
iroQs, was obliged to petition for his release : upon which 
his papers and dEscts were restored to him ; but a pro- 
mise was exacted from him, that he aever would write or 
speak upon the revi>lution.'' liatrobe^ pp. 254) Ac 
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CHAP. IX. 

Th^ Danish court after the Jail of Stniensee.r^. 
Wise and dignified conduct of George the Third,— ^ 
Memoir of Count Andreas Petrus Bernstorff.-r- 
A celebrated tourist quoted^ and censured. — yiola*- 
, tion of the Danish flag.^rSource of that abusc.-r 
Its consequence. — The armed neutrality of. the 
northern powers.— rCount Bernstorff retires. — The 
Crown Prince Frederick seizes the reins of Govern^ 
ment. — Count IBern^torff restored. 

The protestant intereBt of Europe ; the com- 
merce and politics of Great Britain ; and perhaps the 
personal feelings of our king; combined their influ- 
ence to produce the royal marriages that took place 
in the year 1766 in Sweden, Denmark, and Holland. 
But that powerful influence, which the cabinet of 
liOndon might reai^onably have expected from the 
marriage of the king of Denmark with the prin- 
icess Caroline Matilda, was lost through the 
'fraiUy of that unfortunate and ill-advised queen. 
The evils resulting from the indiscretion of Ma- 
tilda did not fall exclusively on her own head, nor on 
h6t partisans in Denmark, but extended itself to 
the political and commercial relations of her na- 
tive land. It was more honorable t(^ the gallantry 
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and generosity of the British public than to its 
justice or discernment^ that the nation appeared 
readier to avenge the indignities suffered by Ma- 
tilda, than to investigate the merits of her cause » 
The youth, beauty, and sufferings of this de- 
throned queen, excited the most powerful sym- 
pathy. Vengeance, sudden and terrible, was 
denounced against Juliana, and all those who had 
been concerned in Matilda's supposed unmerited 
disgrace. The king (her brother) who was the 
most competent judge, proved by the line of con- 
duct he adopted on this delicate occasion, how he 
estimated that of his young and unfortunate sister. 
Far from availing himself of the popular fervor to 
-seek vengeance, for the gratification of wounded 
pride or unjust resentment, George the Third con- 
tented himself with stemming the torrent of per- 
secution in Denmark, aud rescuing Matilda from 
.the hands of her enemies. Instead of endeavor- 
ing to bolster her reputation, by receiving her into 
the bosom of his family and courts he condemned 
the fair culprit tP^ a penance suffieieiitly severe 
and humiliating, in, fixing her future residerioe at 
-Zell. He did not, however, from motives of e^te 
policy, abandon Matilda in the hour of dejep and 
bitter affliction; nor would, he suffer family pride 
to hurry him into measures by which the interei^ta 
of his people might have been materially injured. 
After the dethronement of Matilda, and the 
death of Struensee, it required all the talent of 
Juliana and her piarty to keep the, wheels -of go- 
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Ternment in motion*. The finances were in th^ 
utmosft disorder ; trade at a stand; and ISfbrway 
in kuch a state of popular ferment, on account of an 
obnoxious poll-tax, as threatened a general revolt. 
The moral state in which Matilda left her court 
is already shewn. Juliana banished those syrens 
whose licentious revels had rendered it unfit for 
the presence of a modest woman, an(I restored 
the antient formality and etiquette ; by which 
means, all that it gained in character and statelt- 
ness was lost in attraction. The elegance, the 
'graceful ease, the voluptuousness of Versailles, 
all suddenly disappeared ; and German etiquette, 
stiff, formal and graceless, arose in its stead* 
If Juliana restored the demi-barbaritjr t)f ancient 
German grandeur, she occasioned a g'fieatly benefi'- 
cial reduction of expense iti the royal establishment. 
On the morning of Matilda's arrest, Juliana caused 
a confidential note to be delivered' to each of 
the foreign ambassadors, stating the grounds oh 
:wrhich those who had done the deed, were 
prepared to justify tJieir conduct. It was scarcely 
possible, ' even for the cold' bosoms of calcu- 
lating statesmen, - to avoid a powerful sympathy 
excited for^ the fate of this' illustrious womian : 
whbse grdss aberiitions had unfortunately tended 
to biksand silefice her most riktural advocates. 
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*It 16 mentioned in the Ajmual Register ibr 1773, that a. Count 
Wolingsky had his tongue cut out, on accoui^t of words he h^.d 
■tia^d-,'refleytiAg\ipoi^tfi^'c6n^^ of Christian* tfie Sevehthand jiliaria. 
Wo«ich-*vcnt Re^p^ned in Pemnark. "' — •' *•'• **< 
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When Struensee confessed a connexion it was 
as vain for him to deny, as to expect mercy 
from its avowal ; and when the sentence of di- 
vorce, founded upon that confession, and other 
incontrovertiUe evidence, was completed ; all 
the foreign ministers attended, dressed in deep 
state mourning, at Chri.ti«.borg. to receive Z 
ojficial copy of the evidence, and also of the sen- 
tence pronounced against the queen. From that 
hour, the name of Matilda was erased from the 
church service of Denmark, and she ceased to 
be the wife of its wretched king. These humi- 
liations it was not in the power of the king her 
brother, to avert : but his influence preserved her 
rank as a queen, stopt the promulgation of the 
(Sentence, and his ships of war conveyed Queen 
Matilda from her melancholy prison in Cronenborg 
pastle. 

Whilst this awful process was carrying on, 
Juliana strengthened herself and adherents by 
conciUating the opinion, and securing, the sanc- 
tion of foreign courts^ and particularly those of 
Petersburg, Berlin, and Versailles. The favorite 
minister of Frederic the Fifth, the great Gouxit 
JBernstorff, who was banished the court at the 
instigation of Struensee, lived long enough tp 
hear of the fall of the unfortunate minion, dying 
within a month after the receipt of that welcome 
intelligence. His nephew. Count Andreas Petrus 
Benstorfi^ who has since immortalised jbis name 
fai Denmark by executing several gareat and uselid 
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prqjecti^ uras selected by Julwaa to ffll the im*- 
.portucKt office of imnister for foreign affairs. A wiser 
choioB it was not in her power to have iiiade» ; He 
was known to possess in an eminent degpree bigk 
meiital endowments^ and gientlemanly mantaersi 
Educated under the eye of his uncle^ and amidst 
the splendor of a magnificent regal courts he could 
scarcely avoid being afinished courtier and profound 
politician. To introduce this celebrated stetes- 
man, we insert a brief memoir of him, taken from 
Mr. Wolffe's Northern Tour.* This appointment 

* The liberality displayed by Jens Wolffe, Esq. autlxor 
of the Northern Taur^ so freqilently quoted, encourages the Belirf 
that he will not complain of the whole of his brief memoir of Count 
Barnstorff, appearing in these pages, 

ChUraeter and political career qf Count Bemstiyrff^ fate 

prime minister of Denmark^ 

^ Nichii kann einem Sterbliehen ghickseligeres begeg&en, ais T^enn 
er in gaten Tagen einej von den begltickten Menschen, nnd in 
f>58en, ciner von den grdssten MKnnern ist.'^ 

No greater blessing can befal a human being, than in good timaa 
to be a fortunate man ; in bad, a great man. 

*^ Coant Andreas Petrus Benlstorff was bom at Hatt05f«r 
on the 28th of Augttsty 1735. From his e&rliest youth his 
dharacter ^aj3 mild, benignant, kind, and endearing to All 
a?ottnd him. His natural flow of spirits was misutide^- 
stood bj his tutor 'Munther, under whose care his flutber 
bltd ^ced faiffi) with the view of initbibiDg the first nidi- 
OMnzts of education : be was cheeked and corredted t^ 
the sevarify ^ a man, whose scholastic ideas bdng Gfasel?^ 
.confined to theoretical knpwledge, ka^w but lidtlie of (lie 
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hsid the most beneficial * uoHnence both at *him» 
amd abroad ; conferring strength, respectability^ 
and the promise of duration^ on the new govern* 
ment. He rendered himself popular with the 
northern courts, by the care he took to preserve 
^tnd increase the Danish royal navy ; as well as to 

^uman heart. Emaocipated from the rod of this instructoiTy 
he appears in his fifteenth year to have been placed under 
the tuition of Leischnig, a man of considerable talent and 
experience. With him, he entered deeply into the study 
o£ history, theology, and the living and dead languages. 
In 1752, he went with his brother to Leipzig, where he 
became acquainted with the poet Gellert, whose friend- 
ship was a source of infinite use and gratification to him. 
Led on by an insatiable thirst for knowledge, and a wish 
to become personally intimate with characters eminent 
for their abilities, or rank in life, be now prosecuted his 
travels into foreign countries. He made some considerable 
stay at Dresden and Gottingen. At Geneva he acquired 
a perfect knowledge of the French language, which was 
of infinite service to him in. his diplomatic career. He 
then went to Italy, where he commenced an intimacy with 
M» de Chauvelin, and the Due de Choiseuil, the French 
ministers at Turin and Rome, as likewise with the Abb^ 
Bar&elemy, the renowned writer of the travels of Anac- 
harsis. With the latter, and a celebrated artist, he studied 
. the antiquities, and the fine arts. During this journey, he 
fulfilled the earnest wishes of his uncle, (the great Bern- 
storiT, who afterwards retired from the ministry during the 
reign of Struensee) and determined to enter into' the 
Danish service. In 1756 he quitted Italy and returned 
trough Trieste, Vienna, and Dresden, to Hanover. After 
staying a short time under the parental roof, and being 
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increase the cbinmercial*marine. The fall of Ma- 
tilda, and the discussions to which that event gav6 
risfe, 'created a strong anti-Britannic spirit iji 
Dehm^rk. The fexterior forms of amity, though 
faded aliid related; still remained, but the spirit 
of harmofaious peace had fled. The Danes whom 

' ' ' • , ■ • 

in vain solicited to fix his residence there, he went \6 
Paris, where he remained six months: thence he crossed 
over to England, and was intimate with Admirals Hawkey 
Anson, and others ; here he followed the pursuits of agfi* 
culture, a study for which at all times he had a strong 
propensity, remaining' some time in Norfolk : after this 
he returned through Holland to Hanover. 

BernstorflF's first debut in affairs of stato^ wa^ att 
appointment in the German chancery, where his uncle 
presided, who seemed determined to encourage him in the 
attainment of some degree of eminence in the line of 
politics and diplomacy When the old Count Bernstorff 
#as miiiister to Frederick the Fifth, he had an opportunity 
of furthering the object of his wishes ; and during several 
suqcessive years, his nephew's advancement was rapid 
and certain. In 1766 Frederick the Fifth died, and a 
cabal was formed for the purpose of ruining the credit of 
the minister in the eyes of his successor. Christian the 
Seventh, which however had the reverse effect : the count 
not only refuted the charges brought stgainist him, but had 
the order of Dannebrog conferred on him, together with 
the gift of an estate near Copenhagen. At that time the 
farmers were in a stat^ of bondage, and subject to the 
feudal laws, which rendered them totally indifferent to 
the cultivation of lands ; the owner and peasant equally 
suffered under these unwise and barbarous regulations. 
Count Bernstorff was foremost to abolish this system of 

R 
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pleas\u'e or commerce led to visit £^)and, were 
overwhelined by popular execration. The Engli^ 
who visited Copenhagf n^ froi& the sailor to the 
geiit],ema9^ parried with them the most inveterate 
pi^f^iidices^ Qot merely against the queen dowager 
and )ier son^ but the nation itself. The British 

slavery. As a phiianibropist he could not behold with 
iadiffere^ce. the wretchedness of the^e poor people^ m a 
country which nature seemed to have farmed Cor the com- 
fort ajud opulence of its inhabitants. He wished to be 
considered the benefactor of a free and wealthy race^^ 
ri^ther tfian. the lord of slaves. Believing their misery to 
arise from having been oppressed by hard laboar, he 
resdived to abolish their system of partnership in inclo- 
sures» and to pla^e them in such a situation that they 
might expect to reap the fruits of their individual industry. 
To effect this, he parcelled out the lands in suitable lots, 
Und prevailed on his ten^mtry to throw dice for the choice, 
eof^uri^iflg them by pr^ents, to move their residence to. 
ti^ ground which fell to their share. 

Count B^rnstorfif expended, from his private purse, in 
settling, and giving permanency to thisr arrangement, seven 
tbovuHUid doUaars ; but the sum was well applied, and h^ 
Sound himself amply repaid by the hilarity which soon 
accompanied the labors of these poor families, whose 
welfare he hfid tajken so much pains to ensure. 

The grateful peasants, some years afterwards, erected 
a plain marble monument, by the side of &e high road, in 
honor of the count. 

In 1770, the old Count Bernstorff, who was then minis- 
ter of stat^ received his dismission, in consequence of the 
incr^tsing influence of Struensei^, who could not brook a 
rival in power, and bad persuaded Matilda, to apply (qk 
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Iseriodic^l pttssi tent its j^owerM hifl^tice. An 
elegant writer, though a most illiberal and pr6* 
judiced tourist * contributed on his return, by the 
jiublieation of his totnr, to feed and perpetuate HA 
injurious enmity, that a wise and liberal writeif 
would have strained every nerve to e^tinguish^ 

it. The king, indifferent to every ttilig bat his pleiadures, 
easily yielded, and both the Beirnstorffs quitted Denmark, 
to the great regret of all good and Wise men. 

On the 18th of February, 1772, the old count died a< 
Altona ; tod when his nephew, Counf Andreas, (after the^ 
ruin of Struensee and his party), visited Copenhagen in' 
the following summer, he was earnestly solicited to accept 
a situation in the government, and was shortly afterwards 
appointed to the post of minister for the foreign depart- 



* (« The prince (IMbrick) has rteeivtd &o other Mak- flf 
bounty from- nature or fortono than royal Urdu He is verp much 
de^armal, and diis personal imperfection ha? gained Inm the appella- 
tion of lUcAarc^ the 7%ir(^ among those .who do not love the conrtj^ 
though it undoubtedly originated am^mg the EngliahJ' 

^^ As to Prince Frederick, nature^ it is said^ has vet^) 
completdy disquaufied him for affairs of galUvntry^^ A VMve 
jttdicioos, instructive, and ent^taining traveller ; namely, the Rev^ 
William Coxe, visited Denmark in 1779, and was presented to thif 
prince, and Sophia Frederica, his wife ! It shewed no smali 
degree of magnanimity in the royal pair to admit an English tourist 
to a private audience. What reparation could Mr. Wraxall piake 
fat the propagation of a scandal that went' to throw on his consort the 
^spicion of being an adultress, and to assert the illegitimacy of her 
children t It was a cruel and a cbwardly attack, disgrikeful to the 
author, txA injurious to the character of his^ country. Vide a Tour, 
drc. by Mr. Nat. Wraxall, p. 5d and 54, Sd Edition, 1776. 

r2 
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The coolness mid reserve with which the English 
were received at court, and the mistrust with which 
their steps were watched^ were indignantly felt 
find complained of; but those persons forgot they 
had expressed nothing but hatred and contempt, 
^nd almost openly strove to excite discontent and 

ment, which his. uncle had filled with so much credit to 
himself, and benefit to the nation. 

He was chiefly instrumental in eflCecting the exchange 
of the counties of Oldenburg and Delmenhorst for part of 
the duchy of Holsteii^, which had long been a bone of 
contention between Russia and Denmark. A treaty to 
this effect was concluded, on the 21st of May, 1773 ; and 
this matter, which was of great importance to Denmark, 
was thus set at rest. 

On the breaking out of the American war, fiemstortf 
adopted and brought to perfection a wise system of 
neutraiity, which was of essential consequence to a nation, 
Hot able to contend with the great maritime powers. 

On the 28th of February, 1780, during hostilities be- 
tween England;' and France and her allies ; Denmark, 
Russia, and Swi&den; formed a coalition in defence of 
their neutrality, v^hich was f^ispected at that' period, and 
enat)l6d the three powers to cafi*y on their usual trade 
without inuch interruption'. This northern coalition was 
however neither forgotten nor foi*given by Great Britain, 
and was 6ne of the primary Causes of her subsequent 
hostilities with D^nmark^ 

To particularise the benefits that ensued to Denmark 
during the ministry of Count Bernstorff, woul^be endless : 
esteemed and lionoi^ed both abroad and at home, his 
situation was most enviable; it was such as could not fail 
to attr-ftct the attention of aspiring courtiers, whose merits 
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I'evolt. There <!jan be no doubt that Errglish hauteur,- 
and English prejudice, had a powerful tendency* 
to mature that antipathy which pared the way fot 
the accession of 'Denmark, in 1780, to the armed 
neutrality of the northern power's. At the pre- 
sent hour this mischievous spirit is at work; The' 

^ere completely thrown in the shade, by a comparison' 
with his personal good qualities aiid public virtues. A 
party was secretly formed, with the view of displajcing 
him from the pre-eminent situation he held. T^o create 
disgust, and induce him to resign, every praijticable- 
obstacle was thrown in his way, and opposition raised, to* 
thwart his ptens for the public benefit. As long, however, 
as he could be of service to the country, he continued in 
office, and disregarded the shafts' of envy that were levelled 
at him by his opponents. At length, perceiving that he 
could not stem the current of opposition, he f esigned^ his 
situation tts niinister, oh the ,30th of Nbvenlber, 1780 ; and 
like Ciucinnatus, retired to the plough, and his estate,- 
williout a murmur, but with the most fervent wishes for 
the future prosperity of the country. To his friend Mun* 
ther he said, eight years afterwards, " if they dismiss me 
ten times, and recall me as often, I will return, if the 
country can be benefited by my abilities.** 

Rare words ! the test of the intrinsic worth'of a minis-i 
ter, of which there are few instances. 

When the Prince Royal assumed the reins of govern-* 
mfent in 1784, Count Bernstorflf was reinstated in his high* 
office, to the great joy of the nation. In 1786 a general 
emancipation of the peasantry took place in Denmark, of 
which he had set the example on his own estate. During 
the following year a variety of internal regulations and 
Improvements occurred in the financial system. In 1789, 
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tfVW blind, indiscriminate furor seems to animate 
t)ie great majority of our political writers; and the 
elouds that »are concentrating round our pational 
Qh^ri^cter in every country of the old and new 
continent, forebode a storm that at no great dis- 
tance of time may, by undermining the foundation 

wb^ war was declared between Sweden and Russia; 
9ad Denmark was called apoa to fidil the artiole ef a 
treaty wbieh stipulated, that in case Russia was attacked 
Denmark should sei^d an auxiliary force to ber assist- 
ance ; Count Bernstorff attended the prince, who made 
an irruption with 12,000 men from Norway into the 
Swedish territories; and Gottenbiirg would inevitably 
baye fallen, had not the English and Prussian ministers 
interposed, and obtained a cessatioq of hostilities, which 
eyentually ended in a treaty of peace. 

At the comm^icement, and during the early part of 
the French revolution, when England declared war 
against France, the situation of Denmark was truly 
critical. Here again the genius of this truly great man 

m 

prevented the country from being crushed between the 
mighty powers ; and although a new code of maritime 
laws established in the English admiralty court, and the 
laws of nations were disregarded by the contending 
powers, yet the system of neutrality, so beneficial to the 
Danish nation, was not departed from, in its conseqa^ceifc 
was productive of great mercantile advantage to the 
country. As a token of the general satisfaction, a gold 
medal was presented to Count Bernstorff, on the prince 
royal's birth-day, the 28th of January, 1795, 

The following letter, describing the circumstance^ waji 
wrote by a gentleman of Copenhagen, at that period : 

^' The interest you take in the political afEeurs. qf tbQ 
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of ovtT foreign commerce, wrest the trident 6{ ttic 
seas from the grasp of our country. 

Tlie antipathies created by the dethrone* 
ment and exile of queen Caroline Matilda, had 
scarcely ceased to operate, when an unconstittir 
tional desire to tieix our colonists in North America^ 

north of Eiirdpe, induces me to inform you of what haii 
transpired here respecting our very deservmg minister of 
state, Count Bemstorff, whose private character, moral 
principles, and benignity of manners^ are as well known 
as the prudence, steadings, and honor of his conduct in 
public life. 

" It is id him* wfe are indebted for our present ttan*^ 
quillity. He wai) the principal cause of Denmark not 
joining in the present detrimental and destructiTe War, 
the fatal consequences of which make humanity bleed 
and blush throughout Europe. 

*^ Though partly deprived of the benefits due to an 
independent nation in her lawful trade, we yet enjoy the 
comforts of peace, in hopes of ultimately obtaining entire 
satisfaction for tte injuries that trade has received from 
the belligerent powers. 

" Acknowledging most devoutly the blessings of 
heaven, we at the same time acknowledge how much we 
are indebted to the Many whosiB airduous task it became ia 
unmask perfidious insinuations, and to reject haughty 
proposals of ruinous participation. No species of war is 
just but that in defence of our lives, rights, and liberty—! 
ruin and shame iikevitably attend the offender. Such 
ought to be the maxims of every moral statesman ; and a 
minister destitute of morality is a curse upon the people. 

'* Count BernstortF is a blessing to us. Convinced of 
tbiS| numbers of citizens have joined in proving their 
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without admittipg them to actual representation ia 
the distant legislature by which wc\x burthens were 
to be imposed, gave rise to that unnatural and 
disastrous war, the sad effects of which, though 
painfully humiliating to our pride and formidable 
to our power, have as yet been slightly felt in 

satisfaction and gratitude by seadiog him a gold medal, 
representing a striking likeness of himself, with tbi£( 
inscription : 

" Bemstorffj Minister qf State in Denmark^'' 
^ ^< On the reverse side is a compass, inscribed, 

*• Without Alteration" 

^^ I need not explain the sei^s^ of this bold idea ; it 
is as explicit and true as the frailties of mortals allow. 

*^ The medal, lyith the following letter, was delivered 
by an unknown person. 

^^ ^ To the man'of his king and country, the most aobl^ 
BernstorfC^ who proved to Europe that true state wisdom 
consists in justice and peace, and, supported by strenuous 
perseverance, is the greatest honor in all goverpments. — > 
To him, discerning fellow-citizens hereby convey the 
inclosed proof of their gratitude, 

^* ^ The faithful subjects of these realms, in presenting 
the most worthy citizen with their thanks, which he 
deserves, preferred this memorable day, because it 
reminds every friend of their country of that benefit 
which has been effected in these latter years, for the pros- 
perity of the state, and the^cause of humanity. 

<^ From Danes and Norwegians devoted to their 
Ring and Country. 
The 28ih January, 1705.' 

^^ The subscribers, preferring a noble deed to the empti- 
ness of public shew, remain as yet unknown. 
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^oQ^ftriB^ to ,lvlMtt may too probably be appr^- 
^adeci ^s the re9ult of iUtwe wars more bloody 
aad ittori$ fterqe It- 

^ As socm as tlie lesidef s of the American pa- 
triot* resal v^ to, ri§k : a war, ' rather than admit 
a principle, to the .baleful, efiects of which no 

' • • ■ • . 

» > • • • 

, V y pa*iDUfit ohs^ye^ that tli0 28tfa of January is oat 
worthy prince royal's, bicth-day, whose application -to his 
extensive and important duties is perhaps unparalleled, 
and whose firmness and constant attachment to justice and 
honour entitle hirn to every distinction and encourage- 
ment. -HisToyal highness, in supporting so able a minister 
in whatever is just, and he on the other side being a faith^ 
fill ifiriedd to the prince, the <zboice of ^ the day was noble 
and applicf^te.". 

This tegstimony of the public regard was highly grate* 
ful to him. The following year another medal waS' struck 
on his own birth-day, and presented to him : this was the 
last year of his eventful life. In May 1797, his mental 
and corporeal powers were exhausted ; and after a short 
illness, during which h^^ was attended by Cailisen and 
H^nsler, his personal friends, and the most eminent of the 
faculty, and daily visited by the prince royal, he expired, 
to the; great regret and sorrow of the whole nation, v His 
funeral was honored by the attendance of the prince and 
royal family, and followed by persons of the first conse- 
quence in Copenhagen. The last words of Bishop Balle, 
in his funeral oration were, " Happy Bernstorfif 1 Peace 
to thy ashes ! — a blessing to thy family ; revered be thy 
memory V How glorious is the death of such a man 5 
what an example to posterity ! how much more gratifying 
to the feelings of his surviving children is the daily sight 
of the simple pedestal erected by his grateful tenants. 



250 8£CE£t HiSTOftIr OF Tli£ 

{»robabIe limits could be ftmigiied, itij adopted 
measures to bring iiito their ports those n^tal and 
warlike stores which the awful contest in whieh 
they were about to engage, rendered essentml to 
tiieir safety and their success. The aati-stadt^ 
holdian party in Holland, deUghtbd at the pros- 
pect of a war between Great Britain and her 
colonies, were not slow in assuring the American 
republicans of every kind of support in their power 
to afford : nor were these idle promises. They 
harassed and perplexed the stadtholder by call- 
ing for the increase of the Dutch navy, and the 
enforcement of the doctrine, ^'free ship, free goods^ 
The Dutch press teemed with publicati^ms intended 
to hurt the character of the British, aad animate 
the eourage of the American colonists. The most 
wealthy merchants in HoSand exported for the 
use of the insurgents all sorts of contraband of 
war. Those supplies were usually sent to St. Eu- 

during his life-time, in commemoration of a angle act of 
beneficence, which alone immortalised the name of Bern- 
storff^ than tbe superb maosoleum that decorates the aibea 
of Juliana Maria at Roskild, a gloomy depor^tory <tf 
onrelenting . jealoiisy and ambition, and which the 
beholder regards with apathy and indiflbrenoe* 
*^ A cordial hie sustains, that cannot fail : 
B J pleasure imsubdued, unbroke by pain. 
He shares in that omnipotence he trusts ; 
All-bearing, all^attempting, till h^ foils. 
And, when he falls, writes vici on his shield : 
From magnanimity, all fear above : 
FronLuobler vecompence, above i^[ipbktt0ew*^ 
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statius tnd Ouracoa, and thence transported to 
tlieir ulterior destination^ Many of those ships 
and eargoes were captured by British cruizers, 
and condemned. Regardless of theiv own vioia*- 
tion of neutral rights, in plunging into a trade so 
likely to involve the republic in war, they be* 
sdeged die stadtholder (William the Fifth) with 
complaints and remonstrances, terming those cap- 
tures that, on the broadest principle of the law of 
nations, were legally made and condemned, the 
** piratical depredations of Great Britain on their 
defenceless ihips'' They called aloud for war to 
avenge those imaginary wrongs, and accused 
William the Fifth of having been bribed by ^ 
court of St James's to permit the ruin of the 
navy and the commerce of Holland ! 

Whilst the merchants of Holland were striving, 
by every means in their power, to create a war 
i^etween Great Britain and the states of Holland ; 
conscious of the overwhelming power of the foe 
whose vengeance they feared even whilst they 
provoked it, — they looked about them for the 
securest means of protecting their ships and 
commerce from its power. A year prior to the 
qommencement of actual war, they resolved to 
carry on their contraband commerce under the 
mask of neutral flags : and the better to screen 
their speculations from the observation of their 
government, they exported large supplies of naval, 
stores, arms, and ammunition^ under the protection 
of neutral flags, and as neutral property. About 



252 : SECRET HISTOmT or TB£ 

the year 1778, a meeting of the principal Baltic 
merchants was held at Amisterdani. /That com- 
inercial leviathan, Mr. Claas Taan, sen. of 
Zaandam,^ acted as preisideiit. The ofoj^^t of the 
meeting was to devise means of securely carrying 
on their commerce under a neutral flag. On ac- 
count of its local situation, the city of Embden 
was fixed on as the chief emporium of this vile 
traffic, which was founded on fraud, and could 
(m]y be supported by a deliberate and organised 
system of forgery and false swearing. A nominal 
firm was, for this purpose, then established, under 

• The floating property of Mr. Taan was, at this period, on an 
average, equal to one million sterling. He was sole proprietor of 
fartjf Greenland abips^ bendes other vesKls: he poBsesBed no fewer 
than thirty mills at Zf^andam, the rich viUage on the river Y« so 
celebrated for its legions of windmills. It was here that Peter the 
First worked as a ship-wright. The inhabitants were formerly, pro- 
verbial for the insolence of wealth ; affecting at the same time the 
dress and manners of Boors^ (i, e. clowns or countryman). Mr. 
Hope, the banker, had about this period a foreign bill due for a very 
large amount, accepted by one of those village merchants. He 
took with him an English gentleman who was desirous of seeing the 
interior of their houses. They fbuind the ipan of wealth, dad in a coarse 
brown jacket, with large silver buttons, huge breeches, a vast flapt 
hat, and klompers, (i. e, wooden shoes). He was employed wi(h a 
shovel, cleaning out a ditch. The proud Zaandammer, when 
he bamt the errand of Mr. Hope, took him leisurely into his house, 
i^nd in a careless way asked him to name the coin in which be wished 
to receive his bill between gold ducats, the highest, and sesi- 
halves, the lowest, current specie, there were many kinds ; and by 
this challenge it was dear he was prepared with a sufficient sum of 
each sort to pay a bfill, the amount of which appeared particularly 
large, even to Mr. Hope. 
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the patronage of Mr, Claas Taan, namely Messrs. 
Getrit and Barend Van Olst, Brouwer and Co* \ 
of Embden. ■ ^ ' 

But as Denmark was a maritime state, poi^ 
sessing at that period thirty ships of the Ime, 
nine fifties, and twenty ^ frigates ; and finding its 
carrying trade prodigiously increased, the Danish 
court seemed well disposed to protect its flag with- 
out inquiring too minutely as to the n^eutrality of its. 
employment : it was therefore determined, as well 
as the Prussian, to use the Danish flag. Nomi* 
nal firms were immediately established in Gopen^* 
hagen and at Altena. In the former city, the 

celebrated De C k, the rich possessor of 

Droitningaardy* was the principal' Dutch' agent 
That man was employed *in^ very large masked 
concerns, principally for th& Dutch East India 

* Tnis maft having acquired his wealth at the risk of eternal per* 
ditton to his soal, set up at last for a man of taste* The fame of hn 
pkilteoua. table and delicious wines soon spread abroad, and tast^ul 
travellers of all nations^ aowded to bis nragnifioent villa to tuHe cf 
the delic^ies that abpunde;^. The infamy of the man w(» forgotten 
in the luxdries that he dispensed. Mr. Jens Woolfe, who, as Danish 
consul-general, must have had no small experience in such matters, 
though free from the taint of ^ comtnittin^ those crimes, has made 
tolerably free with this amateur in the uts of perfilfy and forgery. 
He has given an emblematical vignette representing De Coifedc 
taking his wine in an extensive and magbifieetit library, hiitia^ 
turned on the books^ whilst a ser^vant appears bringing iu a disi of 
some sort in his hand. A couple of enormously /^o^ ^me Are amusing 
themselves Jn iKe same room, routing m the Iftter* thW seems spread 
on the^ floor! 'Vide Northern Tour, p. : . ' 
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company^ and the gOTemment of Holland. His 
enormous fortune vras acquired by the systeniati^ 
cal commission of those crimes, for which less 
w^tby erifi^mals were continuftHy being con- 
drained to the gaUows in England ; and in Ben^ 
mark and Holland to the severest punishment 
ilkort of death, and perpetual imprisonment in irons! 

Exclusive of the De C ^ks, there were 

several other ftrms of the same vHe nature es-^ 
tabHshed in the ports of Denmark. At Altena^ 
the violation of markime neutrality was carried 
on to an incredible ext^it. The^r^^ person who 
set up as a dealer in false papers and false oatlra^ 
was a Dutch schoolmaster , named Hendrick Van 
Der Bargy who was employed by the brothers^ 
Messrs^ Pieter BmA Ck^rtteHus Corver, of Zaandam. 
Immense commerciai speculations were conducted 
by Mr. Pieter Corver, under the Danish flag, on 
Dutch account, in the name of Hendrick Van Der 
Berg. Many of those eormous Dutch mast- 
carrying vessels, almost as kurge as line of battle 
diipS) were freighted with all sorts of naval 
stores, consigned^ nominally on Danish account 
and risk, to the ports of Holland and France, and 
the new trans-atlantic republic. In this manner 
was a seductive, lucrative, but infamous traflSic, 
&nrt introduced into Denmark; by which the 
legal and creditable paths of legitimate com** 
merce were too generally abandoned ; the name 
and calling of a merchant degraded; the neu- 
trality of Denmark radically violated; and the 
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^tiodctttcm hid for those terrible s€Ourge$ with 
which that kingdom has since been visited. At thki 
period the increase of commerce in the Danish 
ports at home and abroad, was prodigiously great. 
The tonnage of hei; commercial marine apparently 

Butripers and mates« found plenty of employ; 
\>vA it was of a nature that uprooted every prin* 
ciple of i«oral virtue. They were hired by such 

men j^ the De C ks to navigate vessels that 

belonged to subjects of belligerent powers, par* 
ticularly Holland. They earned their daily bread 
by da^y perjuries. They were taught to laugh. at 
the sanctity of oaths. The example spread fmm 
tte qabin to the forecastle. Mates, cooks, and 
the m^n before the mast^ in case of capture by a 
belligerent power, were expected to swear m 
corroboration of the simulated papers. From this 
polluted source, a stream of contaminated riches 
flowed into Denmark, derived from the mercenar); 
protection extended to the ships and commerce 

of the enemies of Great Britain. Our nativ«^ 

* 

m^rchairts were however, at tfm period untainted 
with the infamy of following those bad examples. 
Count Bernstorff found the finances of Den- 
mark in utter disorder. The expense of the 
royal court, of numerous and heavy pensionSi ^ywd 
the int^re^t of the national debt, made ho^vy 
drains on private property, After many g^^eat, 
ir€trenchnient9j it was scarcely practicable to find 
rewurce^a^ to meet the current expenses* Such 
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was the state of affairs when the first Ameriean 
war broke out. Count Bernstorff was well in- 
formed as to the illegal commercial enterprises of 
Danish merchants. He knew of, and tolerated the 
masked, establishments set up at Copenhagen and 
Altena for the neutralization of belligerent com-> 
merce. Instead of tearing up by the roots those 
demoralising institutions, he connived at their 
existence, and framed the nHinicipal laws of I>en^ 
mark to^favor their operation. In doing this, the 
count shewed a deficiency of true political science. 
The ships thus covered belonged principally to 
Dutch merchants. It was Dutch capital that was 
Employed. All the principal repairs M'^ere done in 
Dutch ports. The perjured neatralisers gained 
about two per cent, on the nominal transfer of the 
ships. An annual tribute was paid by the owner, 
called " protection money^'' equal to about four 
shillings per ton measurement, or two per cent; 
on the gross amount of all freights. For the neu- 
tralization of cargoes, one per cent, on the amount, 
e^cclusive of a fee for each certificate. - The most 
solemn public averments were sold in blank, with 
the seals of offices, and the formal oath regularly 
attested and witnessed! Such were the leading 
features of that polluted traffic that was sanctioned 
by ^Jount Bernstorff. That statesman was wroag, 
as ft either respected morality or profit. If he had 
maintained the integrity of the Danish -flag, the 
capital and industry of his countrymen would 
have soon created a trade really* neutral, that 
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Would have been far more lucratave, permanent^ 
and untainted by crime. The count, by winking 
^t the criminal avarice of unprincipled merchitnte, 
became their idol. It was this secret bias that 
led him so strongly to advocate the rights of 
neutral flags, as laid down in the treaty of 
Utrecht, and admitted by the treaty of 1 756^ be- 
tween England and France. He wished tp see 
Denmark enriched at the expense of . Oteat 
Britain, but not to wrest from tbd latter the aote« 
teignty of the seas. . As the flames of war ex- 
tended from America to Europe, the greater wai^ 
the mass of Dutch, French, and Spanish comoiierce 
throtrn into the hands of pseudo neutrals. Neutral 
papers, neutral flags, were pubUcly advertised for 
dale in the ports of Holland, France, and £tpain. 
Innumerable captures and detention« waa tte 
-result. The law of nations was annihilated. The 
maritime rights of Great Britain, founded on fmblic 
law, and essential to her safety, were trampled on 
and set at nought. The Danes became exasperated 
against England for interrupting a trade that 
.was alike lucrative, illegal, and immoral. In afl 
ihe ports of Europe, gigantic preparations weie 
-seen for preparing llie vaunted armament that 
was to execute the vengeance of Europe, deirtroy 
the navy of Great Britain, and restore the liberty 
-of the seas ! 

By an extraordinary combination of cyrcum- 
stances the most despotic courts of Europe united 
against Great Britain, to give liberty to ihe armed 
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and revolted colonists ! The Danes and the Swedeii 
seemed to have laid aside mutual animosities : they 
joined in alliance with Russia. Pressed as England 
was at all points, even in the British Channel, by the 
fleets of her enemies, her naval greatness might then 
have received its death wound, if the coalesced 
powers had been sincere, and true to each other. 
Happily for Great Britain, there existed an invete- 
rate jealousy between Sweden and Denmark : the 
latter court had the worse possible opinion of Gusta* 
vus the Third. Count Bernstorff foresaw that if a 
great naval battle took pjace, Catherine would soma;- 
nage, that her fleets, if fortune were adverse, should 
suffer the least; and run away with the fame and 
prqfittoo, if victorious. He foresaw the probability of 
the naval power of Denmark being crushed in the 
contest if she once committed herself fully; thence 
die determined to avoid extremities. The impe- 
rious Catherine saw his drift ; which was mani- 
fest . by his inserting an article in the treaty 
with Russia, stipulating that Denmark should be 
allowed to maintain *' its former alliances^ TTie 
insertion of this article neutralised Denmark, 
alarmed Gustavus, and filled Catherine with rage ; 
offended Juliana Maria, and caused equal disap- 
^intment, anger, and regret in the courts of 
Berlin, Versailles and Madrid. 

Attempts were made to conciliate Count Bern- 
storff, and induce him to withdraw the neutralsiing 
clause. The king of Prussia sent Prince Ferdi- 
nund of Brunswick to remonstrate on the subject 
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The Prince assured the count of the perma- 
nence of his high office, if he yielded, and me- 
naced him with instant dismission if he persisted. 
The queen dowager, Juliana Maria, supported the 
arguments of Prince Ferdinand. She was anxi^ 
ous to see the splendor and power of the house of 
Hanover humbled and greatly reduced. Count 
Bernstofff was, however, inflexible. He re- 
tired from Denmark ; accompanied by the morti*- 
fying consideration that he had offended all the 
great powers. Great Britain by having favored 
the enormous breaches of commercial neutrality, 
which had so materially contributed to give rise 
to this northern confederacy. And all the nor- 
thern courts were displeased by his inserting an 
article that neutralised the naval power which Den- 
mark was bound to supply. 

The dismissal of Count Bernstorff, caused a 
vast accession of influence to the queen dowager. 
Guldberg, the preceptor to Prince Frederick, and 
favorite of his mother, who was called Private 
Secretary to the king, was, at this period, the 
efficient minister for foreign affairs. The influ- ' 
ence of Count Bernstorff", and the British cabinet, 
being still thought too great in the council of 
state, an alteration was deemed expedient, by 
which the deliberative power of the boards of 
commerce, finance, and the marine, was com- 
pletely superseded. After the fall of Struensee 
the old mode of government was re-established. 
The president of the council of state recom- 

s2 
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* % * 

mended all public measures to the king, — whd 
signed the mandates, which were transmitted to 
those boards for execution. 

After the dismissal of Count Bernstorff, an 
interior cabinet , vQry similar to that of Matilda and 
Struensee, was established. The council of state 
was passed over ; and the boards were directed to 
execute the orders of the King — ^who continued 
in a most deplorable state of mental imbecility ! 
The queen dowager had possession of his per- 
son; and as she could obtain his signature to 
every document laid before him, nearly the same 
kind of interior government was erected as that 
for the establishment of which Struensee was 
condemned to die. By this step Juliana obtained 
the most despotic power. A power that she 
retained till the son of the unfortunate Matilda^ 
aided by the secret council of Count Bemstorff, 
wrested the reins of government from her hands, 
and drove her into a retirement whence she 
emerged no more. 

Although deprived of office by foreign in- 
fluence. Count BernstorfF never despaired of be- 
ing restored. He kept up an occasional corres- 
pondence with Great Britain ; and was well 
served by his agents at his own court, who in- 
formed him of all that passed ; and wheaever 
opportunity served, strove to impress the crowa 
prince with the most favorabie sentiments to- 
wards that statesman. 

JBven at this period, it is probs^ble JuUaaa bad 
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not abandoned all hope of excluding the heir ap*' 
parent from the throne. He was kept as muchr 
as possible in the back ground. Her emissaries 
filled the residence with reports much to his dis-^ 
advantage ; representing him as stupid anci iii-^ 
tractable, and insinuating that he was affected 
with the same mental imbecility that had, so 
many years, incapacitated his father from go- 
verning. Christian the Seventh was confirmed 
before he was fourteen, and immediately took ld» 
place in the council of state^ The sovereignty 
was now vested in Juliana. The crown prince 
attained his fourteenth year ; yet not a symptom 
was shewn that indicated an intention on the parf 
of Juliana to permit that solemn ceremony. The 
eause of this repugnance was evident. As soon 
as the Prince was confirmed, she could not ex- 
clude him, except by violence, from taking his^ 
seat in the council. She feared the influence of 
his presence there; well knowing that he was 
not the weak and talentless boy that he had been 
represented. It was believed that the advice of 
M. Guldberg prevented Juliana Maria from at- 
tempting to set the succession of the crown 
prince aside. As the period approached when his 
public examination must, of necessity, take place, 
and also his admission into the council of state, 
a new mode of treatment was adopted. General 
Eichstedt, who was nominated governor of th6 
crown prince, on the arrest of his unhappy mo- 
ther, was removed. His preceptor, Mr. Sporor, 
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who was erroneously thought to be a favorite 
with the crown prinqe, was appointed Secretary of 
the council ; that was filled with persons in whom 
Juliana had the most confidence, and whereia 
M, Guldberg held almost unlimited sway. 

In January, 1784, the crown prince com- 
pleted his sixteenth year. In stature he was 
much like the king,. His complexion very fair; 
his eye-brows very bushy for a youth of his age : 
his hair almost white. Though a plain likeness^ 
he bore a strong resemblan ce of his unfortunate 
mother. 

On the 28th of January, the birth-day of the 
prince, the queen dowager augmented the pen- 
sions of several courtiers, and created eight new 
knights of the order of the Holy Ghost. Amongst 
them was M. Molckte, steward of the household. 
One of those sudden turns in politics that some- 
times reconcile the most jarring interests, led to 
the restoration of peace between the Counts 
Bernstorff and Schak Ratlau. The latter noble- 
man had, like Count Rantzau, lent himself, 1780> 
to the queen dowager, and aided her in driving 
Count Bernstorff into retirement. Feeling him- 
self of less consequence than he expected, or 
seeing a chance of bettering his fortune, he made 
private offers to the crown prince, by whom they 
were accepted, who displayed in his secret 
correspondence with Count Bernstorff a firm 
^nd sensible mind. Such was his discretion, he 
did not acquaint Count Ratlau pf his intercourse 
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vith Bernstorff, whilst to the latter he communi- 
cated every thing proposed by the former. As. 
the eventful day approached, the crown prince 
assumed a more free and friendly demeanor to- 
wards his step-mother and her son. Without 
descending to any gross or culpably duplicity, het 
^mpletely deceived M. Guldberg, and even his 
preceptor, M. Sporon. Not so with the lynx-, 
eyed Juliana. She found means to ascertain the 
existence of a secret correspondence. This fact 
she communicated to M. Guldberg, who admor 
pished her with much earnestness, not to risk the 
fatal consequences that he foresaw would result 
from her pushing matters to extremities. — He 
told her that he believed a crisis was at hand 
that would be fatal to her power ; and if she acted 
rashly, probably to her own life and that of her 
son. She had wisdom enough to take in good 
part the counsel of a man, who had shewn himself 
in every thiag her firm unshaken friend. She 
promised to abstain from act^ of violence ; and" 
he was not so tired of being efficiently the first 
minister of the crown, as to recommend a volun- 
tary surrender of the reins of governnient. 

Ambition being Juliaaa's leading passion, she 
could have met death with less horror than a blow 
that must annihilate her political power, and force 
her into retirement. Contrary to the advice of 
M. Guldberg, she went to the apartment of the 
erown prince; and accusing him of hblding a se- 
pret correspondence, would have proceeded to 
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mterrogation. He listened to her with the meet 
profound attention; and when she had finished 
{^leaking, with a careless air, he said — ^^ As you 
are certain^ madam, it is so, have the kindness to 
inform me from whom have you derived the infc^^ 
matioR ? I shall then know what answer to give."-^ 
She perceived there was nothing to be obtained 
by interrogatories, and withdrew. 

Coont Bemstorff was pretty well assured that 
M. Ouldberg would not risk bis life and fortune by 
encouraging the queen dowager to defend by^. 
force her illega^power. The count remained att 
kis estate* but every thing was guided by his 
wisdom. He had secured the support ol soBie 
o^ers of high rank. The commandant of the 
citadel engaged, if the attempt failed, to give that 
fortress up to the crown prince, as a place of safe 
retreat for himself and adherents. 

On the 28th March, 1784, be being then sixteen 
years and two months old, the crown prince was 
confirmed in the royal chapel of Christianborg, 
in the presence of the whole court, the foreign 
ministers, the great officers of state; and other 
persons of distinction, who had been invited. Mr. 
Basholm, first chaplain to the king, interrogated 
him as to his religious creed. The examination 
continued a long time : and the crown prklce 
made his responses in a firm, manly, deliberate, 
and very audible tone of voice. His demeanor 
was mild, dignified, and collected; giving the 
most complete refutaticNa to the calumnies that 
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had been sd indo$tirioiisly spread. JuKaiia.was 
astOBished aind dismayed. The impre»sioa he 
made on the audience waa^ such that many ac-i* 
tually were afifected even to the bedding of 
tears. When Count Bernstorff was assured of the 
firmness and capacity whiph the crown prince, dia^ 
played on this trying test, he anticipated complex 
access, when the great attempt should be madoL 
At length the horur arrired that was destined 
finally to destroy the power of Juhana and he^ 
party, and efiect a change almost as great in the 
Danish goTemment as that which followed the 
arrest of Matilda. Having received the sacia^ 
mmt, the crown prince was admitted as a memr 
ber of the privy council, and succeeded his uaoks^ 
(Prince Frederick,) as president. On tlie mornkig 
of the 14th of April, he took the* oath prescribed. 
At the moment of relieving guard, when a double 
proportion of the garrison was under arms, he 
gave personal orders that no one should quit his 
post without permissi6n from himself. The eoiiii'«^ 
cil were assembled in the king's apartment : his 
uncle was present. The crown prince addressed 
himself to the king his Heither, stating that the lavT 
now called on him to govern; to do which eife^ 
ciently, he required a council in whom both hka* 
self and the nation had confidence. He then pro« 
duced a memoir that he had composed, an4 
which, having read in a firm, deliberate tone of 
voice, he laid before the king, and requested his 
signature.— The poor imbecile monarch, wha had 
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during SO many years been kept in atrict subject 
tion, sippeared to hesitate. One of the members 
(Rosenscrcme) arose, and said, " Your royal high- 
ness is sensible the king cannot sign such a paper 
without due consideration." — He had the boldness 
even to attempt to snp.tch the paper from th<Q 
prince's hand. — Turning round to the count, with 
an air full of dignity and courage, the crow^ 
prince said, '' Itis not, sir, for you to advise the 
king on such an occasion; but I that am heir-f 
apparent to the throne, and responsible to the 
nation." Count Schak Ratlau was in the coiatfi* 
dence of the prince ; and he remained silent. Guld-; 
berg was also silent, appearing thereby tq acquis 
esce. Prince Frederick looked astonished and 
dismayed. The crown prince then laid the papers 
before his father, by whom they were immediT 
ately signed. The papers were immediately car- 
ried by a confidential agent to the royal chan- 
cery, and entered in the records of the crown. 
Being thus authorised to act, the crown: prince 
addressed himself to the council in a mild, yet 
decisive tone, and announced their dismissal.^ 
He informed them that he had nominated a new 
council, and appointed Count Bernstorff first 
minister of the crown. He assured the discarded 
members of his great regard, and qualified their 
grief and mortification by promising them indemi 
pification in pensions, or some other equivalent. 

* I^oeeftcrotie, StehmaQ^ Molckte, Eichstedt, and Goldberg. 
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To his; uncle he behaved with the utmost re^ 
spect and deference, entreating him to honoiS 
the new council with his presence, and assist 
him with his advice. 

From the council-room, the crown prince went 
to the castle-guard, and addressed the oflBcera of 
the regiments of horse and foot then on duty^ 
whom he found assembled agreeably to his orders. 
They immediately bound themselves by an oatii 
to obey him. He then passed on to the que^i'& 
'snagnificent apartment, to whom he communi-^ 
eated the important change that had taken place I 
Notwithstanding the blow was ;expected, it 
seemed almost to annihilate that haughty woman* 
The prince looked at her with pity, and spoke ta 
her in the mildest teems. He told her she waa 
at liberty if she pleased to retain the . same 
apartments and household attendants. He gave 
her a choice of any of the royal castles for her 
country residence; but, he also gave her to 
imderstand that ^he must no more interfere in 
affairs of state ! 

He left Juliana scarcely able to reply, and 
met the assembled new council, (Bernstorff ex- 
cepted), the governor of Copenhagen, the com^ 
niandant of the citadel, the commanding officers 
of the battaUons in garrison, the colonel of tiie 
Copenhagen armed burgers, and the chief officers 
of police ; telling them it was his orders only to 
which they were in future to pay obedience ! 

Expresses were sent every hour to Count 



S68 S£CR£T HISTaRT OF THB 

Beroitorff to iiiform him how matters were going 
^ii«. When the revolution was eompleted^ the 
crowiat priDce sent him an appointment to his 
former office^ as minister for foreign sSaivB, which 
Wft» vacant by the dismission of Count Rosen- 
CfOBe^ and held, ad interim^ by Count Schak 
Ratlau. 

These important changes were soon kjMvwnr 
m the city, and the heroic conduct of the young 
erown prince loudly applauded. The affectionp 
that the inhabitants felt towards him was^ soon 
ibaaifested by the impatit^see with which they 
ciamotured &r the yo«mg regent to appear, in 
whom they hoped to see revived the fine quaUtsas 
e£ his grandfather^ Frederick the Fifth. An 
iramense multitude soon assembled near the great 
palace* Their shouta and huzzas penetrs^ed 
every r^ess of that vast edifice, and smote the 
aebing heart of Jutiana, who trembled with appre** 
hctosions even for her personal safety ! Dressed 
ia a genei*al's uniform, the modest young prineef 
shewed himself to his people, and was hailed by 
plaudits that shook the ^ole dty. Fearless and 
akmey attended only by a single domestic, he 
walked through the midst of the multitude, and 
tiie principal streets of Copenhagen. He thus 
pemmbulated the town, without the interference 
of the military ; the crowd keeping at a respect^ 
ful distance. The windows and balconies were 
crowded with handsome and well-dressed £smales/ 
who waved their hands and handkerchi^s, bowing 
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as be ptBsed. These courtesies he returned, mid 
thus escorted by a people in whose affections hie 
ahready reigned, the crown prince re-entered the 
portals of ChxistiaAborg. This was the most bril- 
tiaBt day of his life^ This prince has li^ed to 
eKperience deep and heavy misfortunes. He may 
have adopted injurious measures, but the purity 
o^f his intentions, the integrity of his heart, were 
never questiaoed ; nor, when his metropolis was 
wrapt in flames, and his dominions partitioned, did 
he ever lose the respect and confidence of his 
people. There is no test equal to that of advef- 
$itji When a nation preserves its attachment td 
» prince overwhelmed by misfortuneg, it may 
safely be concluded he merited by his virtues, the 
regard that is bestowed. 

To return from this digression : the high steward 
.ef the palace, and M. Jacobin reader to the king» 
were dismissed. Four chamberlains were ajn 
pointed, to whom was entrusted the care of the 
kings person, and to provide him amuseaieiitfiu 
M., Schack was appointed grand master of the 
ceremonies, an office fiot including the right of 
access to the king. Upon his retirement from 
that office, it was bestowed on M* de Numsen^ 
director of the customs at Elsineur, son to the 
lady who had the care of the crowa prince in hin 
in&iicy. This gentleman was highly esteemtdd 
for his talents and acquirements. He had tra- 
vdUed much, and resided in several courts ; was 
possessed of a fine taste, great politeness, and a 
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thorough knowledge of the world. He was be- 
sides^ a munificent patron of leaming/and the fine 
arts. Mr. Sporon, the prince's preceptor, was 
dismissed ; being too much devoted to Juliana, to 
expect any gratitude from the crown prince. ffi» 
dismissal followed so soon at the heels of his ap- 
pointment, that he had scarcely received the con- 
gratulations of his friends on account of the 
acquisition, before he stood in need of their 
condolence on its loss ! 

Within a few days after these great events. 
Count Rosencrone retired to his estates in 
Jutland. He was indemnified by a pension equal 
to about six hundred pounds sterling per annum. 
He carried with him into retirement, the reputa- 
tion of an honest well-meaning man. The mild- 
ness of his deportment caused his dismissal to be 
regretted, not only by those who had the honor 
of his acquaintance, but by all who had occasion 
to transact business with him as minister for 
foreign affairs. His family were then recently 
ennobled ; and he was first . employed by Ae 
court in the diplomatic line. ^ 

M. Stehman was appointed to a valuable post 
at Hardersleben. This gentleman owed his for- 
tune principally to his zeal and industry. He 
was a laborious calculator, rather than a splendid 
orator. Count Schimmelman, son to the minister 
of that name, so celebrated on the annals of Den- 
mark, succeeded Mr. Stehman as minister of 
finance. 
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: Instead of oppressing M. Guldberg, who hft4 
do principal a hand in the misfortunes of his un* 
happy niother, the crown prince allowed him to 
remain high steward to the household of Prince 
Frederick, with pensions to the amount of a thou^ 
sand pounds sterling per annum. This gentlemaa 
possessed talent more than equal to Struensee's, 
with a judgment incomparably superior. He wai 
temperate, inquisitive, and industrious. He had 
but little taste for light amusements ; and was 
selldom seen at balls or galas. He was devoted 
to domestic duties: a strong indication of avir* 
tuous. mind. He was twice married; his wives 
were own sisters ; daughters of a miller residing 
near Fredensborg. These pages shew the favor 
he enjoyed from Juliana and her son. Prince 
Frederick. That he lent himself too implicitly 
to the views of his royal patron may be admitted; 
It was, perhaps, his only road to power. He had 
at least the merit of enjoying his good fortune 
with exemplary moderation; and exhibiting a 
fidelity to those by whom he was advanced, that 
is highly honorable to his character. 

General Eichstedt, after his dismissal from 
court, and from his colonelship of horse-guards> 
retired to his estates ; honored with the high post 
of lord chamberlain of Denmark. 

Infinitely to the honor of the crown prince, he 
set an example to all the ministers and servants 
of the crown in the respectful delicacy with which 
he treated his dejected, disconsolate step-mother, 
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iUkd kM uncle. He strove by the kmde8t. deport- 
indnt to Boften tlie stroke that wrested a sceptre 
from her hands. His mildness and humility 
aibcted her proud spirit more than any other 
mode of conduct could have done. She saw hA 
pitied and forgave her ; and it ahtiost broke her 
hezrt. She soon withdrew from the metropoli»» 
fixing her residence at Fredensborg. No hope re* 
tnained of ever regaining the power she had lost. 
Sullenly resigned, she strove to appear not to 
value what had passed away, equal to the tran- 
quillity and retirement it procured her. She 
resolved to devote her time to prepare for another 
and a better world ; and her wealth to charitable 
purposes. It must in candour be admitted, if the 
motives that animated her conduct in affecting 
the fall of Matilda were base, the use that ishe 
made of the power thus obtained oflfered nd 
amaU atonement. 

Above all, the mildness and fortitude thai; dis- 
tdngnished the crown prince on this trying occa- 
sion, entitled him to admiration and esteetn. 
There was a pensiveneiss imprinted on his features 
Jtiiat showed he had not been nursed iti the lap of 
fertune. He sought to obtain his legal inherit^ 
ance ; but he avoided every thing that looked 
like exultation or triumph. Finn and temperate at 
the moment of peril, his demeanor was marked by 
modesty and discretion. When his enemies were 
oyerthrown, humanity prevented him from eXr 
p6smg to loss and degradation^ those v^offi hd 
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disiniissed from their offices. The ministers whom 
he had removed, were generally respected as men 
of probity and talent. In the day of prosperity 
they had conducted themselves with modera- 
tion; The fine arts, sciences, commerce, manu-^ 
factures, and agriculture were encouraged. Thei^ 
greatest fault lay in the part which some of them 
had acted in the sad and terrible events of 1772» 
This was the real cause why the crown prince dis- 
missed them. There was scarcely an individual 
amongst them whom he did not in some way 
or other indemnify : displaying at this early age; 
a degree of wisdom and cl^nency that gave the 
fairest promise of his becoming a just and mag- 
nanimous sovereign. 

The new ministers appointed by the crown 
prince, at the revolution of 1784, were. Count 
BemstorfF, minister of foreign affairs, and presi- 
dent of the Grerman chancellory; the Baron 
Rosencrantz, president of the college of admi- 
ralty; the Baron Schak Ratlaii, chancellor of. 
the university of Copenhagen ; Greneral Yon 
Huth, x^ommander-in-chief of the artillery, and 
president of the college of war; and, M. Dc 
Stamp, president of the Danish chancellory. 

A biographical sketch of the life of Count 
Bemstorff is already given. 

During the absence of Christian the Seventh/ 
oil his travels in England and France, Baron de 
Eosencrant; had the directioti of the war depart- 
n]^ent. He was a man of superior intellect, and 

T 
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libetftl eadowments. His maimers were pofidbed 
ftQd graceful : his knowledge of the world exteti- 
si!ire. He possessed every thing requisite to shine 
in a regal court. 

Baron de Schak Ratlau was ralued for hrs 
talents^ and acquirement in literature and the fin^ 
arts. He enjoyed the esteem and confidence of 
'Di6niti&rk, fay. his noble and generotis conduct at 
the cominencement of Struensee's administration] 
At the time of this great change, - General 
4e Huth, had arrived at the venerable age of 
9eyenty-five years ; yet, he ^^ppeared to possess 
tb& activity of a man of forty, and all his mental 
faQiiUies were still verdant. He owed his eieva- 
tion principally to his merit. He was born in 
H^sse Cassel/ After serving in several wars, he 
ent^ifed.tbe Danish service as a lieutenant-colonel, 
ubder the administration of Count St. Germaine* 
He was. plaia and unassuming in his manners ; 
aftd, €:^lusive of his professional fame, he^ en* 
joyed an utisuUied reputation for moraUty and 
unbending integrity. 

: The minister, who presided over the Daiifisb 
(dlilncety, was also possessed of qualities, that, 
equally with: his compeers, had acquired confi- 
dence, and esteem. . The four first of the iiew 
ministers were knights of the Elephant, corfe*^ 
spi^nding in hiak with &at of the Garter, in Great 
Bj^tain: De £ftamp was invested with that of 
Dannebrog. Ffom this period, the crown prince 
dedicated his time to the acqmrem^t of wisdom ' 
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and experience, whereby to qualify himself to 
reign. Not content with presiding in the council, 
he paid daily visits to his ministers, and most 
frequently to Count Bernstorff. He also attended 
the courts of justice, as well to observe the con- 
duct of the judges, as to gain a practical know- 
ledge of the Danish jurisprudence. 

According to the authority of that intelligent 
writer, Mr. Coxe,* the only foreigner who was 
supposed to have had any prior knowledge of 
these transactions, was Mr. Elliot, who thdn re- 
sided as British envoy at Copenhagen, who had 
repaired thither from Berlin. The king of Ghreat 
Britain, uncle to the crown prince, was the ^rst 
sovereign to whom the prince royal communi- 
cated the success of his daring enterprize. Alaa | 
how little did that virtuous sovereign, or hjij^ 
young nephew, imagine what dreadful visitations, 
in the course of a few years, the fleets and armies 
of Britain would pour on Denmark! Had it 
been foretold, it would have been regarded as some 
frightful vision springing from a distempered brain* 
From this period, the reign of Frederick the Sixth 
may be considered as commencing : the interesting 
events of which, will be related in the proper 
place. 

* Vide Vol. 5. p. 177. 
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The following short chapter is introduced^ merely 
io remind the reader^ of some of the leading events 
that occurred in Sweden after the death of Charles 
the. Twelfth ; and the better to elucidate the state of that 
kingdom when Gustavus the Third, overthrew the oligar^ 
chy in 1772. 



CHAP. X. 



THE SWEDISH OLIGARCHY. 



The Swedes have ever been celebrated for 
their valour and love of freedom. No nation on 
earth merits a higher character for every manly 
virtue. Under victorious princes, they gained 
abundance of glory, but it wais at the expence of 
their independence. Gustavus Adolphus, con- 
sidered merely as a warrior, justly merited the 
title of THE great; but his deep inroads on the 
cc^stitutional rights of the people, prevented his 
having any valid pretensions to that nobler appel- 
lation THE GOOD. It is a well known trait of the 
character of Charles the Twelfth, that when the 
archbishop of Upsala was about to place the dia- 
dem upon his head, the demi barbarian rudely 
seizing the splendid ornament, placed it himself 
on his head. 

The deathof that indifferent monarch, but great 
soldier, was regarded as a blessing by a great 
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part of the nation. And if the order of nobility 
had not found means to erect an oligarchy upon 
the ruins of his despotism, the peaceable establish- 
ment of a free government migKt have indemni- 
fied Sweden for all the calamities which had origi- 
nated in his vast and irrational ambition. 

The sister of Charles the Twelfth, the princess 
Ulrica Eleonora, for the sake of securing a crown 
that might have been contested, renounced in 
her own name and that of her descendants and 
successors all claim to absolute power : and for- 
mally recognised the right of election to be in the 
nation in diet assembled. Her husband, Frede- 
rick the First) signed the charter agreed to by 
his consort; he adopted the Lutheran religion^ 
and was elected and crowned king of Sweden. 

The charter of 1720, was the work of the fac* 
tion called the cap^, who plumed themselves aS; 
patriots^ h^caxis^ they had stripped the crow^ of 
v»d\xe pterpgatives^ ; and they wpuld have merited 
the s^ppellation^ if inst6ad of founding a grasping 
aold devouring oUgar(;hy, they had limited their 
own odioiig privileges, and extended the liberty 
of the thrQ^ inferior orders* 

The power of the king, by the l^tt^r of the 
c]ptarter of 1720, vas reduced to a mere cypher. 
The mopatph haid no longer the power to de^ 
Clare war qpr inake pes^pe, levy ta:xes, raise re- 
cruits, appoint officers of state, or . dispone o£ 
the property of the crowij. The king had two 
vptes in the senate, a^d if thp voices were,equal^ 
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the cafiitiaf . vote, ia such cist^e9» lay with the 
kii^g. The s^iiate a!Q4 nobility posse^ssed all the 
p<>wer and patronage of government. The, three 
inferior orders, napiely, the clergy,, burgers, aod 
pestsants^ were oppressed, degrad^, and mocked 
by a nominal share in th^ legislative power, but 
void of real authority or influence. 

The following are the principal, of ajtkles con- 
tained in the charter extorted by the se^ftt:e and 
nobility from the kiiig and queen of Sweden, in 
1720 and 1723, viz. 

" The supreme power ought to reside for ever 
\n, the assembly of states, coqiposed pf the repir^n 
sentatives of the four orders. of citizens, thje no^ 
bility, clergy, burgesses, and the immediate pea- 
sants of the crown. 

" The states, whether cor^vokedor npti sh^U 
assemble every third year, tp review the. conduct 
of the senate, colleges, and qth^r departments m 
the execution of the laws entrusted to thepi ; andi 
to adopt such measures as may be nepessary for 
the welfare and glory of the realm. . _ 

" The crown of Sweden shall not be held by 
any prince under the age of twenty-o^e years; 
and the states s^all have the right of appointing 
tutors for the education of the royal family. 

*' The legislative power shall be wholly in the 
states^ whose consent shall be necessary to give 
validity to the decrees passed by the king and 
senate, in the intervals between the meetings of 
the diets. 



280 mz SWEDISH oiigaecht. 

** The states reserve to themselves the right of 
making war, but, in case of invasion or domestic 
commotions, the king, in concert with the senate^ 
may take measures for repelling force by force, 
without waiting for the meeting of the states^ 
which shall, however, be convoked without de- 
lay. 

*^ The king may coin money, but the standard 
shall be regulated by the states. 

^ The king shall not upon any occasion leav« 
the kingdom, without the consent of the states. 

** In case of a vacancy in the senate, three can> 
didates, natives of Sweden, shall be nominated 
by the states, of whom his majesty shall accept 
one. 

<< During the illness, or absence of the king» 
the senate shall sign all public acts. 

** All the superior military officers, irom field- 
marshals to colonels inclusively, shall be appointed 
by the king. 

'' The states, assembled in diet, shall give re- 
dress to all persons prejudiced by the regulations^ 
or decisions of the states. 

** The ancient privileges of the senate shall be 
for ever inviolable, but no new privilege, relating 
to any separate order, can be valid without the 
consent of the whole. 

" To these in 1723 were added the following : 
** The king, in concert with the senate, may 
convoke the states before the expiration of the 
three years. 
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*• Upon the death, absence, or illness of the 
king, the senate in a body may convoke the states ; 
which they may also do, when the welfare of the 
country, or the liberty of the states, are in danger! 

*^ If, in the above cases, neither the king nor 
the senate shall convoke the istates, within the 
time prescribed, the states shall declare every thing 
done in the interval, both at home and abroad, 
null ; of wbich they shall order notice to be given 
by the governor of Stockholm, and the governors 
of the different provinces, thai the states may as* 
semble of their own accord at the proper time 
andplace* 

*' When the throne is vacant, the states, whe* 
ther convoked or not, shall assemble at Stock* 
iiolm thirty days after the death of the king, and 
shall proceed to a new election. 

'^ The individuals, who compose the states, shall 
bind themselves by an oath not to propose, agree 
to, or execute any thing that has a tendency to 
change the form of government: and whatever 
shall be decreed by the states to the prejudice oi 
the liberty and independence of the nation, shall 
be null and invalid. 

*f The senate and the king shall be responsible 
for their conduct in the intervals between th^ 
meetings of the diet. 

'* There shall be a secret committee for afl^rs 
not proper to be fully discussed ; and this shall 
be composed of the three first orders^ to the ex«- 



282 THE SWEDISH OLIQAHCUY. 

elusion of the p^isants ; all matters referred from 
the whole body shall be settled b^re, and the 
members shall be absolutely prohibited from con* 
ferring with foreign ministers. 

'^ The states shall make the laws, but they 
shall be signed by the king, and ei^ecuted in his 
name. In default of the king, the senate shall 
^gn, and cause them to be executed. 

'^ Each order shall have a vote In the regular 
tion of affairs relating to the nation in general, 
and the plurality of the four votes shall dj^cdde 
the question ; but where the just privileges : of 
any single order are concerned, the matter must 
be decided by an unanimous vote of all the 
orders." 

The defects of such a system of government ^re 
so palpable, they need no elucidation. For the 
exercise ofthe power wrested from the crown,- two 
fierce and powerful factions contested. That 
which Russia supported was called the cap^. 
That devoted to the fwtherance of the French 
politics, was known by the appellation of the 
hats. The caps, to amuse the nation, professed 
their determination to cultivate the friendship .of 
Russia, and promote internal and external peace^ 
agriculture, and manufactures. The Aa^^ sought 
for partisans by extolling the value of a French 
alliance, stimulating the nation to aspire to the 
reconquest of the provinces that forn^rly belong- 
ed, to Sweden. Theae two fwtioBB, with varii^d 
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success^ carried pu t^eir m^chinationa for half a 
century ! alternately or simultaneously in the pay 
pf France, Russia, England, or Denmark. 

The martial spirit of thp Swedes led them to 
forgive Charles the Twelfth, not only his losses in 
the field of battle, but hia despotic principles* It 
could not be denied that his fierce and ungovernable 
aoibition had covered Sweden with mourning, but it 
was. sorrow unalloyed by dishonour. Nationalpride 
was gratified in contemplating the exploits of the 
conqueror, whilst his fame poured a blaze of impe* 
rishable glory over his impoverished and exhausted 
country. His faults were all forgotten, and if they 
wept, it was rather on account of his fall, than of 
the sufferings he had entailed on his bleeding 
country. Such being the feelings of the greai 
bulk of the population^ as it might have been fore* 
seen, the pacific measures of the caps were pub- 
licly condemned as being servile and disgracefuK 
And with diminished resources, and an impove- 
rished exchequer, the prevailing faction rashly 
ventured on a war xyith Russia.. The loss of aif 
army of brave men> Count de Lewenhaupt, and 
part of the Swedish territories in Finland and 
LapjUQd, furnished Ifistiiig cause of regret in S we^ 
denji for. having suffered itself to be led astray by 
£a.ctious chiefs, who, under the plausible pretext 
of pairsin^ouii^t regard to the public good, had no 
better qbject in view than the augmentation* of 
their own power jmd revenues. During this war 
t;he king had perhaps a secret in{;erest in thwarting. 
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as far as he could, the measures of the senate by 
\vhich his power was shackled, and his splendoi^ 
eclipsed. In revenge, the court of Versailles insti- 
gated the states, or rather the oligarchy, to add new 
trammels to those already fastened on the power oi 
the monarch, by exercising the control of the 
senate over the personal property of thp king. — On 
the 25th of March, 1751, at the advanced age of 
seventy-one years, died Frederick the First, who 
was succeeded by Adolphus Frederick. This 
prince had been married some few years to the 
Princess Louisa of Prussia, sister of Frederick 
the Great; a woman of rare endowments, and 
uncommon cultivation; she was the early pati*oa 
of several of those great men, who afterwards 
extended the sphere of human knowledge, and 
shed an imperishable lustre on their country. 
Sir Charles Linne, K. P. S. Bergmann, and Me- 
nanderhjelm, were among the number of her 
scientific friends. 

This great woman, who really merited the ap- 
pellation of *' the Minerva of' the North'* was pecu- 
liarly the object of senatorial vengeance. By the 
thirteenth article of the ordinance of 1723 it was 
enacted that the states of Sweden were empower- 
ed to inspect the jewels of the crown as. well as 
those of the royal treasury : and merely to wound 
the feelings of the illustrious foreigner, who was 
alike eminent for beauty, dignity, and fine ac- 
complishments ; the senate demanded to in- 
spect her jewels^ pretending, as an excuse. 
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that their high mightinesses had heard that the 
queea had sent them to Betlm! Count Tessin, 
the Swedish ambassador at Berlin had delivered 
the jewels in question to the queen as her private 
property. They required the production of jewels 
that wete become the private property of the, 
queen, with the view to compare them with the 
inventory. The queen said to the senator who had 
demanded them, '' I shall not admit of any in- 
spection ; nor, after such an indignity will I retain 
them As soon as they can be separated from my 
own gems, the whole that I received as a present 
shall be returned." The dignified severity of her 
looks ; the firmness of her tone and manner ; made 
the audacious noble not only look, hnt feel humbled. 
The states, goaded by the senate to do whatever 
was required of them, complained to the king, not 
only of her majesty the queen having shewn con- 
tei&pt towards the senate, but also for the nation, 
and great officers of the crown. " It should be, 
remembered, that the queen came to Sweden as 
the king s consort, and to increase the authority of 
the crown." After stating several causes of com- 
plaint alike puerile and malignant, they concluded 
their rude and impertinent address by observing, 
'' That the states of Sweden did not wish for any 
alterations in the sentiments of the king towards 
the queen, but that the queen should feel more 
respect for the nation." 

The king, whp was calculated to have excelled in 
the practice of domestic virtues^ had not sufficient 
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firmness to repel this insolence as he ought : fear- 
fiii of givitig rise to internal cominotions, the mild 
imd benevolent man ^teove by humility and sub* 
Inission to sooth the anger of the oligarchs. He 
descended to make an elaborate., apology for the; 
(jneen, imputing all that was offensive to her igno- 
tance of the Swedish languag'e ; urging vritli: 
marked deference as to style and expression, that 
the jewels having rethained teh years in Her pos- 
session without any inspection having been called 
for, she considered the measfire as implying 
distrust of her honour ; and the mol'e insoiting, 
as the diamonds having been given to her as a 
present, were in fact her private property* 

The states, however, led by the oligarchy per- 
sisted : the moderation displayed by the king> 
only encouraged the audacity of the predommant 
factioii, and notwithstanding all the protestations 
of Adolf Frederick, the insulting and httmiliatmg 
measure was carried into execution. 

One of the remonstrances presented from the 
diet of 1756, contained the following singqlar ex* 
pressions, viz : ** The states beseech your majesty 
to remain master of the court, and King of Sweden^ 
and humbly pray that all further correspcmdence 
on this subject may Cease." 

The king i^shed to be allowed to appoiiit 
liie tutors, to whom was to be entrusted the edu^ 
cation of his children, had selected a^ Aecond 
governor for the crown prince ; a privilege that 
the states would not permit him to exercise: the 
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place was declared to be UBuece^ary, the second 
governor was. dismissed, and this resolution was 
accpmpanied bj an insulting letter to the king. To 
shew th^ plentitude of their power and rudeness^ 
they transiliitted a periemptory order couched 
in the shape of an humble request, to dismbs the 
governor, and iappointed Count Sch^ffer in his 
place. Urged by his (|ueen, whose proud heart 
¥^as half broken by these bitter humiliations/ the 
king mustered resolution enough to prdtest against 
the right of the states to this prerogative over his 
children ; but so overwhelming was the power of 
the ruling faction, that his wishes and his rights> 
as a parent or sovereign, were equally disregard- 
ed. Count Scheffer took possession of the king'if 
eldest son, soon after which, several other oflicers 
were appointed to be immediately about his per- 
son. This was unquestionably done to inspire the 
young prince, even in his days of childhood, with 
sentiments of awe and reverence toward the order 
of nobles aad the senate. As to the inferior orders, 
they were merely passive machines, moved and 
removed at the pleasure of their superiors. 

Not did the humiliations, to which the monarch 
was subjected by the venal and rapacious nobfes,- 
end here. To give legality to resolutions subver- 
sive of the royal authority, and made without the 
consent, or even the knowledge of the king, the 
senate caused a fac-simile of the sign-manuel to 
be Engraved, which was affixed to siuch docu- 
ments as they wished to promulgate unknown to 
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the king ! The nation, instead of .finding its liberty 
restored by the charter of 1720, sow itself the 
prey, of an unprincipled aristocracy that trampled 
on the just prerogatives of the crown, and the rights 
of the people ; that levied taxes which they caused 
to be collected,, and disposed of as they saw good, 
from the burthen of which their estates were 
exempted. Indifferent to the horrors of war^ 
or the blessings of peace, they put up to sale to 
the highest bidder, in the political market of 
Europe, the resources, courage, and influence of a 
brave and high-spirited nation. 

Several opportunities occurred, that might, if 
improved, have led to the sure and sudden over-, 
throw of the abhorrent faction that ruled with de- 
spotic sway in Sweden. But such was the king's 
fear of exciting a civil war, and thereby exposing 
Sweden to utter subjugation^ he submitted to.the^ 
degrading yoke of a venal aristocracy, that was 
alike fatal to the prerogatives of his crown, and. 
the liberties and honour of the people. Instead, 
of waiting for an opportunity of breaking asunder 
the fetters imposed by the oligarchy, he preferred 
incessant but unavailing efforts to render them 
less intolerable and galling. 

At the instigation of his spirited and accom- 
plished queen, the king secretly, if not openly, . 
encouraged Counts Brahe .and Home^ and other 
noblemen and burgers^ attached to the faction 
called the kats^ to endeavour to organize a force,, 
military and insurgent, competent to. seize on the 
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tapital> and overthrow the Hats. It appeared by 
the evidence published, that the domestics of 
the king, as low as valets and footmen, were em- 
ployed to excite by tteir discourses, the populace 
^f Stockholm to take up arms against the Hats. It 
was through this channel the conspiracy was 
detected. The inferior agents were first arrested. 
The chiefs might have escaped, as there was 
ample time, and they were admonished by tifte 
sorrowing queen to lose no time in avoiding the 
destruction that impended. By a fatal confidence 
in the king, Counts Home and Brahe remained, 
and were arrested. It is recorded that they were 
tortured in the cruellest manner to force them to 
accuse the king and queen, which they indignantly 
refused. The king had the mortification to be 
forced to ratify their condemnation, and sign theiy 
■death warrant. The Countess Brahe, a high bom 
and beautiful woman, far advanced in pregnancy, 
prostrating herself at the feet of Count Fersen, a 
leader of the Hats, in vain implored the callous 
statesman for her husband's life. He perished 
with his friends on the scaffold. Of their adherents, 
some were imprisoned,. and others exiled: and 
thus terminated the effort made to put down the 
despotic sway of a venal nest of rapacious peers. 
Instead of her husband, if the queen Louisa 
Ulrica had swayed the sceptre of Sweden, soon 
v«rould that great woman have overthrown the fell 
tyranny of a detestable faction, who were strong 
only because her gentle-hearted husband was, 

u 
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^ooalpara{|iv^ty sfeaking^ ^/mesk. Sn 
wnl (was wrung w^ uorttereble angtnb, v^ieti 
lEthelieard of the4siuff6niig8 ea^ured Iby hnr fasth- 
iftilftieiids, withowt'the power to rescue, or eiien 
to relieve them ! Dtodafimiig .to shew iumiB^ 
where -lier bosom was Med witli intense scovd 
and just abhorrence, she omitted >no opportanitjr 
(>f displaying, as far as a^due regard to iher nwn 
dignity warranted, the 'Contempt and. aversiosi edie 
cher»^d towardsthe ciaiekaBdnanfeeliDgoligariiiy, 
^beneath whose hands .Ate >b68it Jmd ibranrest jof iielr 
<£mnds had perished. 

If Louisa Ulrica 'had possessed :a'inind(tikeihbst 
of Catherine the Seconrd, atoibttinn, and at^nst i)f 
vengeance, might have led iier to>h«ve giyen Adotf 
Frederick a piiemature passport to eteniity, as»i 
Ibai^e caused herself to l)e dedarnd, dnring the mi- 
BOiity ^f her son, administtatrKx of Sweden. If ndie 
.4eplMed the too gresrt: ^forbearance that madced 
4ier^i»Bband's|»oIicyt, she honored the goodness 
of his heart, l&nowing it was net any deficiency nf 
persond courage by which Ws conduct was rege- 
lated, ^but a conscientious aregard >tolMb ooranatigp 
osfth» dnd«L unconquerable xiread of givditg lase te 
u oml war. The^queen never ceased to ianaent, 
whenever tfafeir memory lOoouri^ed, the sad fate of 
tier braive and wifortunaAe friends; but, if ever she 
entertained, she soon dismissed, all thoughts ^slf 
vengeance from her bosom. She was realiy 9ir- 
tuous,— unafieotedly fr^Iigious. itepsessing ess fir 
as ihe eould, the workings of indignation ^atid 
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tuition; stiB applied her great and capacious mind 
to tte cultivation of literature, the fine art^, and 
scieneed. She could not be prevented from sti*- 
pedntending the education of her children. She 
etrgaged the king in numerous journies through the 
diJBferent provinces of Sweden ; and seeking out 
genius in obscurity, transplanted it to a more genial 
soil, where its fine qualities might freely expand* 
And many of those deservedly great names that 
have conferred more real lustre on the Swedish 
tiation than all the heroes of the Gustavian line, 
owed all their eminence, next to nature, to her 
fostering hand. 

Acting upon a system of economy that was un*^ 
tainteil by meanness, with an income inferior io 
many private gentlemen of England, she expended 
it so judiciously, that she left behin4 her m^i^ 
costly monuments tiiat embellii^hed SwedeA, te* 
fleeting equal honor on her taste and judgixtent^ 
l*he palace of Drottningholm, distant about seveli 
English miles from Stockholm, was her (at^ri^ 
residence. That magnificent structure, wft^h ij^ 
equal in extent and magnificence to any royal 
palace in Great Britain, was enriched by in^utiie^ 
rable additions, internal and external, derived from 
hfcr oWn industry, wealth, and taste. 

On a plan of her own designing, for the piiSt'^ 
pose of enjoying greater retirement, she built a 
tasteful tittle palace in the park at Drott!^ingholt]&> 
cafeiig it China Lustsk>t, i. ^e. thb Ohinese rdrai 
|Mac6. Its architectarail m^it consisted ik itM 

u 2 
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resemblance to the country palaces of the Emperoi^ 
of China. It consisted of a centre, and on either 
side, of two smaller pavilions or corps du logis^ 
Here her virtuous husband amtised himself in me- 
chanical pursuits, such as carving, turnery, and 
the less elegant toils of a white-smith ; and here the 
queen devoted her leisure hours to the noblest of 
human pursuits, that of wisdom and science. Sur- 
rounded by the greatest names known in the an- 
nals of Swedish science and literature; and by 
domestic blessings ; in this, and other enchanting 
spots, this illustrious woman strove to banish 
from her mind the bitter indignities that she had 
endured as nominal queen of Sweden* 
. - After the judicial murder of her friends, the 
wrongs and insults to which she stood exposed, 
M^re multiplied. Through the feelings, of the 
queen, the reigning factions strove to wound the 
king. She was accused of betraying state secrets, 
find carrying on a traitorous correspondence with 
the court of Berlin. Like the harpies of the poets, 
the oUgarchs obtruded their baleful influence into 
the inmost recesses of the palace. They interfered 
with the king's table, that was always distinguished 
\>Y a liberal economy; and even debarred the 
king and queen of appointing their domestic chapt 
lains, whp, in the Lutheran church .of Sweden and 
jDeumark, may be almost regarded as confeswrs. 
After various changes of ministry y the Hats arid Caps 
,were alternately above or below the political ho- 
r^jEi> but always selfish, corrupt, ai]td despotic : 
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and alike inimical to the just prerogatives of the 
crown, and the liberties of the people. T6 stem or 
escape the overwhelming flood of legislative and 
oligarchical corruption and despotism, the queen, 
aided by the crown prince, prevailed on Adolf 
Frederick to make one bold and decisive effort to 
shake off the degrading yoke, that humbled the 
crown and debased the people. The commence- 
ment of war between Russia and the Porte ; arid 
the death of Count Lowenhjelm, the inveterate 
opposer of French politics ; favored the views of 
the Hats, and encouraged the cautious king to 
hazard the proposal of abdicating his throne. Pur- 
suant to the opinion of his secret adviser s, the king, 
to the surprise and vexation of the senate, refused 
to sign a public document they had presented ; 
and demanded the convocation of an extraordinary 
diet, as affording the only remedy for the disorders 
complained of by his subjects. After refusing 
to sign this act, the king, on the 12th of December, 
1768, expressed his intention of abdicating in the 
following terms, viz. : — 

^* If, contrary to all reasonable expectation, 
the senate should reject this proposal, I shall b^ 
forced to relinquish the burthen of a government, 
rendered intolerablie by the wretchedness of the 
people who are taxed beyond their power of com- 
pliance. When my faithful counsellors shall have 
assembled the states, the reasons which have in- 
duced me to abdicate shall be communicated to 
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them. In the mean time, I peremptorily forbid 
the use of my name to any act of the senate. 

(Signed) " Adolf Frederick.'* 

An answer to this letter, though demanded in 
forty-eight hours, was not returned at the end of 
five days ; a decisive proof how greatly the sena- 
tors were perplexed. Finding no reply was 
likely to be given, the king went personally to the 
senate. Pretending to want time for delibera- 
tion concerning his demand of convoking an extra 
diet, and with respect to his majesty's abdication, 
those conscientious men expressed their hope that 
he would desist from a measure incompatible with 
his oath, and the prosperity of the nation. In re- 
ply, the king told the usurpers (for such they 
were) that their answer was only to be considered 
as a refusal, and thenceforward he should inter- 
fere no farther with the measures of government. 

It was with great diflSculty, and only by the 
entreaties of his queen* and eldest son, that Adolf 

* The following letters, written by Queen Louisa Ul^ 
rica to her son, afterwards Gustavus the Third, are highly 
honorable to her character, and well worthy a place in 
this brief memoir, viz. 

LETTRE I. 

J'ai 6iA tonchee vivement, moq cher fils, de la sensibilite 
que vous avez t^moign^e k mon. depart. Je ne vous cache 
point que votre amiti^ m'est chere, et qu'il y a pen de 
m^res qui puissent aimer plus tendrement leurs enfans que 
je ne fais ; mais, k DiEU ne plaise que je vous aimasse 



Eredariek could be ^vrottgiitup to the ado^wiref 
that apparently reisolutie' conduct: almost imitiedif- 
ately after which, the crowni prince went in greftt 
9tate to the royal chancellary to demand, in his 
father's name, the^^e simile of the royal signatura 
that is sdready m^entioned; His demand being 

d^une amitid aveugle! ce seroit< vous trahir, et non pA« 
yous^ aimer. Je suis attentive k toutes vos^action^^ et- j^ 
n'ai point k me reprocher de liche complaisance pour 
Yos defauts ; je me flatte mdme, que ce sera, un jour, un 
dteis liens qui vous attachera plus intimement k mol. 

Continuez, mon cher flli^, i6tr^ exact A reiAplir toUs 
vottiT devoirs: je mets aud&ssus de tous le culte et la ven6- 
tation que vous devez k L'Etke Supreme. Souvenez vou» 
que les vertus morales sont' en danger, si elles iie sont 
sontenues par les Clir6tieiinefe, et que les ames 616v6ies ont 

j)oifr DiEU des sentlmens qui partent du coeur, et qui leur 

• 

donnent cette noble assurance dans toutes les actions de 
leur vie. QUe la vdtre, mon chejr fils, soit longue et que 
DlEtr vous fasge la grace de vous mettfe au rang de ceir 
princes qui fervent de modele aXxx sidcles k venir ce sonf^ 
mon cher fils, mes vosux : ils sont sinc^res, et vous 
assurent de la tendresse infihie avec laquelle je s^rai' H 
jainaiiS* 

Votre tendre m^re, 

Lou. UMque. 



LBrrTER. . L — Translation. 

It was not without great emotion that Esdwyim} mj^ 
dear GusTAT-Sy' so sensibly affected with my departure ; 
for I freely own to you, that your affection is extremely 



S96 THE SWEDISH OLIGARCHy. 

refused, Gustavus went to the other state depart* 
ments, declaring at each place that his father had 
abdicated, and delivering to each of the members 
a printed statement of his majesty's reasons for 
having recourse to that extreme measure. 

The senate, mortified and humbled, sent a de*- 
putation to the king, whom, to all appearance, they 
found inflexible : a line of conduct in which he 
persevered till, by a second deputation, the senate 

dear to me, and that there are few mothers who love their 
children with more tenderness than myself; but GoD for- 
bid that my love for you should ever make me blind to 
your faults! this were to betray, instead of loving you, 
I am attentive to all your actions, without having any 
reason to reproach myself with a weak indulgence for 
your defects ; and I flatter myself that this will one day 
be a means of attaching you yet more closely to me. 

Continue, my dear GusTAVE, to be exact in fulfilling 
your several duties ; the principal of which, is the venera- 
tion and worship due to the Supreme Being, Remember 
that moral virtue is in great danger when it is no longer 
supported by Christianity ; and that all great minds have 
a sincere love for, and confidence in their Creator; 
which give»them that noble assurance so visible in every' 
action of their lives. That your life may .be of long du- 
ration, and that God may be graciously pleased to place 
you in the rank of those princes who become a model to 
future ages I — these are my constant prayers : they are sin- 
cere, and, therefore, assure you of the tender affectioB 
with which I shall ever be, 

Your kind mbther, 

Lou, Ukiqae. 



THE SWEDISH OLIGARCHY. 297 

consenting to call the states together, induced him 
to resume the reins of government; which, by the 
bye, he neither had, nor seriously intended to 
resign. 

The extraordinary diet met on the 28th of 
April, and the senate not daring to negotiate the 
treaty without the participation of the states, all 
the measures of Russia and England were disarm 
ranged. Thus, the intrigues and the gold of France 

LETTRE II. 

Je vous avois promis, moQ che];fils, une plus longue^ 
lettre par le courier, et je me fais un plaisir de vous tenir 
parole« Je n'entrerai pas cm detail des beaut6s des pro« 
yinees, de leur situation, de leur commerce, et de Teur^ 
manufactures : le sujet sur lequel je veux vous entretenir, 
e^t IqfinimeDt plu3 interessaat; c'estdes habitants, de leur 
zdle, et de I'amour infini qu'ils temoignent au roi. A quoi 
serviroient ces vains titres et ces grandeurs, s'ils n'^toient 
siccompagn4s de raffeetion du peuple. Le vrai bonbeur^ 
mon cher fils, est de pouvoir faire cehii des autres : heureux 
celui qui .en a le pouvoir ! mais quelque peu que Ton 
puisse en avoir, . il doit tqujours avoir cet objet. L«5 
{)rinces qui s'eloignent.de ces maximes sont des tirans, 
que la Providence a fait naitre comme des instrumens 4^ 
jsa vengeance et/dont :les nom^, ont I'horreur au genre 
bumaip, . 

Dieu vous a donn^, mon cher fils, des talens et une 
&me sensible: gardez vous toujours que ce coeur ne 
devienne la dupe de Tesprit ; c'est un 6c\ieil qui a souvent 
temi Ifes plus belles vies: que la votre aie la pi6t6 pour 
guide! c'est le plus silr remdde centre tons les ^aremens. 

Continuez, mon cher fils> d vous. faire une 6tude de la 
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again began to acqjoire the ascendancy : tba kins 
returning to the senate, assured that body, of his 
approbation of their conduct; asserted ther purity 
of his own views, and declared the welfare of the 
nation to be his only aim. 

The conduct of the Hats on this occasion^ 

▼erto. Voiis YooieK saroir qad en sera le socote? U sera 
proportionn6 k vos efforts. Pourqfioi balancer? On n'esi 
point sage par hazard. Les biens, les honneurs, les dig- 
nit^s peuvent aller au devant de vous ; mats la verta ne 
nous previendra jamais: elle ne s' obtient qae par le travail 
et par un travail continu ; mais ce travail' doit i^ vous 
rebuter, d^s qu'il vous procure la possession d^ tous-lM 
biens? N'esp6rez done jamais pouvoir ailier la voIupW 
avec la gloire^ la* moUesse- avec la recompense d» la 
vertu. 

C'est peut'-Mre trop de- morale pour une let^i Jm 
vais finir cdle-ci en vous communiquant mon cootentb^ 
ment sur les v6tres; Votre sinc^rit^ r6pare, en psrtieilsi 
fante que vous avez commise. Celuiqui se rMgne*est'd( 
moitie corrig^ ; faites- en sorte, mon cher fils que voui 
n^ayez plus de pareilles confidences i me faire. Donns^ 
moi, par votre coilduite, des'preuves<convaincantos';d« 
votreamiti^: Soyec assure de la^mienoe^ qui ne 
avec la vie, etantd jamais. 

Votre^tendre«t^boBne>nitorr 

L. U. 



IkBTiffiR ILt— TrMidatipp« 

II promised you, my dear G09FAVB^ a' long) lett^p by) 
tlie courtei*, and^P have a pleasure in kesping n^ woni;: 
I'sllaU ttotHbe^fttcidiHrin desoriMng^tkBheaatkaiofbtlese 
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jwroved how great was their reliance, in the en- 
suing diet, upon the support of France. Various 
expedients were adopted with a view to support 
tiiat party ; and a considerable subscription was 
raised in favor of the French faction by the prin- 
cipal merchants of Sweden. 

provinces, their situation, commerce, tmd manufactures* 
I will rather tell you of the inhabitants, their zeal and 
affection for the king, which is a subject infinitely more 
interesting. Of what use were all these vain titles and 
grandeur, if not accompanied by the people's love? They 
.would be troublesome burthens, and crowns of thorns. 
True felicity, my dear Gustave, consists in the power of 
making others happy : fortunate is the man who isendowied 
with this power! but be our share of it ever so small, thi^ 
ought always to be its, principal object: those priuces wbxf 
depart from these maxims are tyrants, whom Providence 
created to be the instruments of its vengeance, and whose 
names are the horror of mankind. 

Gon hath given you talents, and a heart not without 
sensibility ; be careful lest it become a dupe to joui 
understanding ; it is a rock on which many a sensible 
man hath split. Chuse piety for your pilot, and you need 
not fear that you will err in your course. 

Continue, my dear Gustave, to make viUue jom 
chief study. Would you know your success before-hand 2 
^t will be proportioned to your efforts. Why should w^ 
balance a moment? We shall never grow good by cbwce» 
Wealth, honors, dignities, may come of their own accord; 
but virtue, must be eagerly pursued. She is not to. hf 
obtained without continued labor: but ought this- laboj; 
to affright us, when we know that it will procure us all 
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By these energetic measures, and the quan- 
tity of money distributed by the French minister, 
the Hats obtained important electioneering ad- 
vantages over the Caps. In spite of all the efforts 
of Russia, England, and Denmark, General Count 
Ferson was elected marshal of the diet, and of 
the secret committee, all the individuals composing 
which were devoted to his will. It was fortunate for 
the Caps, that the Hats were split into two parties : 
of these, the court or royal party, like the ultra 
royalists of France in 1815, were for rendering the 
crown absolute ; the other party, called the " Old 
Hats," had no other view than to supplant their 
antagonists, and gain possession of the loaves and 
fishes of Sweden, without doing any thing in favof 
either of the crown or the people. 

The first act of the secret committee was the 
dismission of the senators who had been appointed 

that is desirable? You must never hope to unite sensuality 
With glory, nor indolence with the reward of virtue. 

This is, perhaps, too mnch morality for a letter. T 
shall finish this in telling you with how much satisfaction 
I received your's ; your sincerity is some reparation of the 
fault you have committed. He who acknowledges his 
guilt is not far from amendment. Behave, my dear 
GusTAVE, so as not to have any more such secrets to 
entrust me with. Let your future conduct convince me 
of your affection. You may be assured that mine for you 
will never cease but with my life: being ever your tender 
and affectionate mother, 

L. U. 
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under the Influence of Russia and England : bu^ 
still, all that could be obtained of this diet by the 
French court, which had lavished such large sums 
to obtain its appointment and favor, was, a decla- 
ration dictated by that anti-Britannic spirit which 
appears so powerfully to animate Sweden, and 
most of the continental nations of Europe, at the 
present hour. Its tenor was as follows ; viz. '^ That 
the English only aimed at the empire of the sea, atid 
the extension of their commerce ; which they were de^ 
sirous of acquiinng at the expense of other nations : 
that Sweden, therefore, coidd 7iot consider England as 
her friend; and though it was the interest of Sweden 
to be upon good terms with the neighbouring powers^ 
she could not enter into any alliance with them: that 
Sweden reckoned France and the Porte as her natural 
allies; xind also Spain and Austria, as the friends of 
France'' 

The plan, between one diet and another, of giving 
to the king and the senate the power of forming alli- 
*Lnoes and declaring war, was successfully resisted 
by Colonel, afterwards General Baron Pechlin, a 
man of great ability and integrity, at the head of the 
party called the *' Old Hats'' If it had succeeded; 
all the military resources of Sweden would have 
passed into the hands of the French minister, who 
would have immediately plunged Sweden into a 
war with Russia. 

The plan which France had formed to overturn 
Ihe Swedish government, and kindle a northern 
war in Europe;, thus completely failedv Tlie ex- 
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pensive expedient of employing the states to 'edtect 
this purpose, was found to be useless ; and no 
other and more effectual means could be devised. 
The daring and enterprising spirit that marked 
lihe character of the Swedes, and rendered a re- 
volution, if attempted by a bold and sudden stroke, 
by no means improbable, was counteracted by 
the mild and pacific character of the king-, of 
inrhom it was said, that he could never be brought 
into. any measure by which the safety or interest 
of his family were likely to be involved in danger. 
The love of tranquillity seemed to increase with 
his years : his wise and virtuous queen, shocked 
at the blood that had been ghed during her hus- 
band s reign, by each of the gladiatorial factions, 
refrained from urging him to any further efforts^- 
She rested her hopes on the abilities and courage 
of her sons, particularly the crown prince. At die 
ex{»iesd request of the ]>uc de Choiseul, he had been 
invited to Paris ; a circumstance that revived th^ 
hopes of the corBrrt party, whi» cdiffidently expet^t^ 
it would lead to some effectual step for the esta- 
bfishment of the royal authority, and the overthrow 
of the two factions who alternately ruled tb^ 
dMDtinions of Sweden. Snch was the state 'cX 
that agitated kingdom, when tlie ^^eath of the kii^, 
on tdiA lHik of February 177 ), i^tidde&ly changed 
the face of affairs. 

The character of this monardi is ^o fully deve- 
Io{>ed in the preceding pag^, there is n otMn^ 
te addi exjDept the obiter vatHon, that, as he wat^ 
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iMMT aotffieired to re^n, diere m mo gmxOitk 
mbsreon to rest his fiiiiblic character. Durtug 
rdie Whole of his nombxad sovereignty, Sweden *was 
.jgrnemed by conflicting faKtlons, who waged war, 
^add .negotiated peace, not ^as the isafety or ixitereitt 
iS 'Sweden required ; bat as those powem com'' 
niBBidied whose gold bad paid for their veiml suf^ 
cbages. Fet> during die reigns iof Frederick th^ 
dRirst» and Adolf Frederick, ti^se very abuses ga^^e 
a jttrong knpulse to the factious nobles to cujteivsrte 
iheir iBteUectuad power ; in hope, by their taleirts 
Wfid ieloquence, to obtain a share dn the division <yf 
the powder, profit, and patronage diat had becoi 
wrested from the crown at the de^th of Ghatieli 
iht Twelfth. During this half century Sweden 
produced many great orators and distinguishei 
statesn]£n : but they were bound in the fetters >clf 
jmrty. Seldom we©e they permitted, if they even 
urtre undizked, to Deader any important service 4^ 
^tiieiiar plmidered and insntlted country. For the 
Vpaoe tsdf half a icentury, under a ncns^inal monax^dh^, 
iS weden was in f adt an oligarchy. The seaato ^nd 
libe order of nobies dvring that period eftei^oisdl 
^ the essentials of monarcliy : hence, it wotM be 
n wovk of supeaaerogaftion to give the diaraeters of 
^kiingisi who ne^er estercised tibe savereign power. 
Hn the sucoeeAiE^ reign, the tables were turned 
mpaa the oligarchs. The whole Idi^dom groaaeA 
under their tyranny, lemd a:Vhoi¥ed the^r veMlity. 
H^ blood 4hM had been iieoiprocajfly shed by 
ikme feree, <p&naft, KMMatm^ iiM^tions ; and 
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the general detestation in which both parties 
were held, kept back the people from ranging 
themselves round the banners of either. Under 
the withering influence of their intriguing chieft, 
it was in vain to hope for any thing beyond a 
change of masters. Thence, the prince who 
succeeded his father in the throne, like Frederick 
the Third, of Denmark, had little more to do than 
to follow the impulse of popular indignation ; which 
operating in the same pernicious way as in Den- 
mark, rendered the people more ardent in their 
wishes to see the foul and accursed oligardiy 
broken up, and driven far from the throne of 
tSweden, than to make terms with the monarch 
advantageous to her freedom, and equally fatal to 
the vile factions who had so long and so success- 
fully preyed on the vitals of their country. 

Louisa Ulrica, now queen dowager of Sweden^ 
^sustained a heavy affliction in the death of her 
mild and benevolent husband. The early promise 
of ex^cellence displayed in the wonderful capacity 
of her ^eldest son> was blasted as he approached 
to manhood^ by the deep dissimulation of ius 
mind, and the propensities to which he^' was 
addicted. Her second son, Charles, (who yet fills 
the throne of Sweden,) gave himself implicitly up 
to the views of Gustavus. Her third son, who died 
at Mpntpelier, shewed her more deference than 
either Gustavus or Charles : his capacity was^ 
however, -less brilliant. Her daughter, Sophia 
Albertina, was possessed of a great share of per- 



THE SWEDISH OLIGARCHT. 305 

sdnal virtue, a capacity as vast and varied as her 
splendid brother, and unsullied by his vices. 
The period had now arrived when this illustrious 
woman hoped to see avenged the Wrongs and 
indignities she had, for nearly thirty years, sus- 
tained from the oligarchy that usurped all the 
prerogatives of the crown: but the vices with 
which she knew Gustavus to be deeply fraught, for- 
bade the hope of ever seeing him deserve the title 
of a patriot king. She never doubted that his mind' 
was adequate to any enterprise ; but with real sor- 
row she anticipated that he would rear monarchial 
despotism on the ruin of the two conflicting fac- 
tions. Her mild and benevolent views aimed at 
the adoption of a constitutional form of govern- 
ment, that should leave the people nothing to wish 
for by any future change. Absorbed in secret 
grief, she took no steps whatever of a political 
nature : and the absence of Gustavus, her eldest son; 
and of Frederick the youngest, (duke of Ostra-Goth- 
land,) who were then in Paris, afforded the reigning 
faction, as they weakly supposed, the most favor- 
able opportunity of confirming the durability 
of their usurped authority, and rivetting indisso- 
lubly their vile shackles on the king and people; 

Perhaps the profound dissimulation which, 
beyond any other quality, marked the character 
of Gustavus, was owing to the necessity his 
father and mother had been under, of speaking on 
affairs of state with the utmost reserve; and having 
one set of opinions for the senate and ministevs 

X 
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of the crown, and another for their confidential 
friends. Be that as it may; in native talents, 
and acquirements, in presence of mind, and un« 
daunted courage, Gustavus equalled the most 
accomplished men in Sweden ; but, in hypocrisy 
he had no equal; he towered above them all, as the 
flight of the imperial eagle stretches into regions 
beyond the reach of birds of humbler wing« His 
associates were young, gay, dissipated courtiers, 
alike free from private morals or public principles ; 
ready tools and obsequious instruments* 
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Sophia Magdaknay .consort to Gustavus the Third. — 
Auspicious commencement of his reign. — His se- 
cresy and self-qmmatid. — Profound dissimulation. 
— The diet of 1771. — Farther proofs of dfep hy- 
pocrisy. — Outwits the senate. — Overthrows the 
oligarchy in 1772. — His gross impiety on that 
occasion. — Anecdote of Count Ugglas. — Gustavm 
lives apart from his gueen. — The Duchess of Soder^-^ 
manland. — A royal cvpedient. — Increased splendor 
of the court. — Gustavus encourages trade and 
manufactures. — Becomes a monopolist of brandy 
distilleries. — General discontent. — Insurrections. — * 
Failure of his commercial speculations. 

This extraordinary monarch was twenty-five years' 
of age at the death of his father, Adolf Frederick. 
Gustavus the Third was born on the 24th of Ja- 
nuary, 1746. He was married in his twentieth 
year to Sophia Magdalena, crown* princess of 
Denmark. His lovely young bride was sister to 
Christian the Seventh, and daughter of Frederick 
the Fifth, by Louisa, daughter of George the Se- 
cond, and Queen Caroline. The handsome and 
accomplished young couple, were married in the 
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beginning of November, 1766. The two disas- 
trous matches, namely, that of Christian with 
Caroline Matilda, and Gustavus with Sophia Mag- 
dalena, taking place al the same time. 

Seldom had a prince so fair an opportunity of 
serving his native land ; and of becoming the idol 
of a grateful people. And never was there a mo- 
narch more liberally gifted by nature, or embel- 
lished by education. The path to imperishable 
glory lay wide before him. Every thing con- 
spired to court his steps. But, alas! dissolute 
company, and perverted habits, had deeply 'pol^ 
luted his mind long ere the sceptre passed into 
his hand. 

Although to remove far away from his ill-fated 
consort — whom he hated because he had injured 
— might, as was alleged by Gustavus himself to 
one of the senators, have its influence in deter-- 
mining him to go on his travels ; the grand object 
was to procure aid from the French court, where- 
by to enable him to overturn the oligarchy. With 
these negotiations he was far advanced ^t the 
beginning of 1771. 

Gustavus was much too sagacious, however 
immoral, to believe that such polluted beings 
as those who were his minions, could be 
safely depended upon. When therefore, the 
news of his father s death arrived, he carefully 
shut up his real views in the recesses of his own 
mind, and appeared to his profligate companions 
perfectly contented with the nominal authority 
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that devolved upon him. And when one of those 
sycophants hinted at the pleasure he should feel ift 
seeing the oligarchy laid low, and the power of 
the crown exalted ; Gustavus, assuming an impe- 
ribus frown,' sternly forbade such discourse ill 
future, telling the parasite that he looked on th6 
senators as his best friends and safest counsel- 
lors ; and, without a blush, accusing his illnstrioas 
mother of being the turbulent instigator of all th6 
misfortunes and dissensions that had occurred 

during his father's reign* . 

At this period the court of Versailles was at itA 
meridian splendor : its voluptuousness and cor- 
ruption were at its height, and ripe for the punish^ 
ment that awaited its deep iniquity. ' 

Calculated to shine in any station, and to excel 
in every pursuit ; it is no'wonder that Gustayud 
succeeded in obtaining more favorable conditions 
than any other negotiator could have effected. 
He obtained six millions of livres ; one-fourth of 
which was to be paid immediately ; and the re- 
mainder in three successive yearly payments. 
The final arrangeinent of this affair kept Gustavus 
some months in Paris. The fact is, he wanted to 
secure this moniey to aid the blow he meditated 
against the oligarchy. The ambassador at Paris 
vras a member of the senate. Gustavus had 
therefore a delicate and a difficult task to per- 
form ; but arduous indeed must have been that 
labor, the difficulties of which he could not have 
surmounted. 



It is dubious if Gustayus ey,e^ ^Qfru^ted hw 
brother Frederick with his* views* It i? alri^stdy 
sjieyB* i^ how decisive a tope he cuiibed t^ 
Ipqu^city of one of his courtiers. Jf pi; wps, it ip 
trifles only th^t the young ^ing sougl^t to b^Q<^ 
and mislead his powerful and wily antago^sts. H^ 
received their counterfeit pretensions of loyal^ ^ 
sterling ; and he repaid them with thcj^r own ba^ 
coin : nay, he even went beyond th«» in e?p^^r 
^ions of attachment and devotion. In r^ply to tiieif 
notification of his accession to the throne, h§ 
transmitted to the mistrustful oligarchs, the most 
eloquent and fervent protestations of his en^r^ 
satisfaction with the existing order of things^ 
He assured that senate^ whose speedy humi^iatu)^ 
|ie qoi^templated, and under whose tyram^ he 
yrrithed, of his entire devotion to t/ieir cpuiiicils^ 
jtnd that^ with his hearths blood wx;>uj.d he defeo4 
" the pi/^rity of their doctrit^, and the existence qfthekr 
political power !! P' He expressed his abhorrei]^ 
of ail violence^ and in the le^t equivocaj ternu^ 
that language could supply; s^d<up9n hiswpi:dof 
honor^ as a king and a gentleman, he decls^ed nif 

existing law prescribed ; an^. to act coi^fpripabljr. 
to ti^e form of regjency^ of tihie ye?tr. \l9f>^ t^ 
which he had already sworn !J I I^^i.lea^e t]b# 
less reason to doubt the sincerity orh;S|in|iQ9|ij(}ng« 
Qustavus decjlared he should cons^de;r)U)4 tr^(.a$k 
if^l^x^to their country, and personal ^en^i^^.tf^x 
him^^if, those who, $ecretly or opei^y, QF«siNE|:AI^ 
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maimer, should seek to establish an drbit^arif 
gavernnient in Sweden. This master-piiexje of 
royal eloquence and dissimulation, he concluded 
with the solemn invocation, attesting his sin-» 
cerity — " May God so kelp meT 

MTiilst vast and important designs filled lad 
mind, Gastavus apparently gave himself up to his 
licentious companions, and polluted pursuits. He 
attended the select parties of the beautiful and 
meretricious females of the Gallic court With 
those he did not long remain a favorite; fori^ 
could not be concealed that this prince did not 
pay homage at the shrine of Venus. During \ai 
abode in Paris, Gustavus employed himself in ob- 
taining, whether from the treasury of France or thef 
Potte, the largest possible subsidy ; as well as in 
endeavors to secure the firm support of France in 
the revolution he contemplated. Matters beiu]^ 
at lalst satisfactorily arranged, Gusta^vus quitted' 
Paris on his return to assume the vacant throne of 
Sweden. As he passed through Berlin, he spent! 
a few days With the king, his maternal uncle. 
WiHiout assuming any appeairance of secresy or 
mystery, he found means to see his uncle onbe' 
alone ; and that unknown to his attendants. 

Gustavus was received in Stockholm' with 
acclamations of joy : when he met the senate, hi^' 
manner was respectful arid concihatiiig. He 
repieated verbally the professions he had trans- 
mitted from Paris. He paid a visit of cotidb- 
lence to the queen dowager, his mother; but seeqied 
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desirous of avoiding any particular conference. 
His young and neglected spouse he scarcely 
deigned to notice ; and that interesting prince^, 
loaded with the trappings of royalty, was one of 
the least happy women in Sweden. It was .in 
vain Louisa Ulrica sought interviews with her son. 
He was seldom to be seen except in company 
tnth Armfeldt, or some other of his vile associates, 
whose presence was intolerable to this high- 
minded woman. Amidst all his affected gaiety 
and dissipation, his mother saw the drift of 
his actions ; and if entreaties, tears, and |iie 
most solemn admonitions, could have reformed his 
babits, and turned his thoughts, he would have 
been the saviour of his. country by giving it 
liberty. Wearied by her remonstrances, the 
liaughty prince forbade her visits ; which treat- 
ment, as the politic prinqe perhaps foresaw, tended 
to confirm the oligarchs in the belief- that their 
criminal plot had succeeded ; and that GustavMs, 
being entangled in the evil courses to. which 
he was first allured by their secret agents^ was 
no longer to be dreaded. Probably, the rude 
treatment his mother experienced, was inflicted 
from a wish to produce this very impression. 

Master of himself, and the sole keeper of ^his 
secrets, Gustavus shunned all private conferences 
with the chiefs of the court faction.* He appeared 

. * Sir John Carr, in his Northern Summer, p. 153, very gravely 
tells his. readers, that Gil^tavus planned the revolution of 1772, 
" in the recesses of the rocks at Haga / " Surely some one imposed 
on his credulity! 
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to prefer the company of the reigning oligarchs^ 
Meantime he omitted no opportunity of aci^uiring 
the affection of the populace. Three days in the 
week he set apart to give audiences to the people* 
He listened with Well-dissembled earnestness to 
their detail^. He not only redressed those griev^ 
ances that lay within his reach, but be relieved 
the wants of some ; whilst to all he was courteou$ 
and condescending in the extreme; and thu« 
he became the idol of the multitude. 

In May 1771, a diet was assembled at Stock- 
holm, in which, contrary to expectation, the Caps 
were found to have secured the ascendancy. 
Neither surprised nor dismayed by this unexpected 
oircumstanoe^ the young king, on the 25th of 
June, at the opening of the diet, made a speech 
that was so modelled, that whilst it covered his 
own views, it pleased the contending factions. 
In the course of his harangue, Gustavus said, 
** Born and educated amongst youy from my earlier 
i^ancy, I have been taught to love my country. ' It 
is my greatest h(yq)iness, that I am a Swede : my 
greatest glory, to be a citizen of a free country. 
To behold it happy, is the first object of my wishes. 
To govern it, in a state ofjreedom and in^endence, 
is the last object of my ambition.'* He concluded a 
speech transcendently eloquent, and most grace- 
folly pronounced, with the following well-chosen 
phrases : " Do not, I conjure yous consider these as 
empty prqfessiom, Jalsifieid perhaps by the secret 
emotions of my heart; but receive them af the faithful 
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erprtssim of what that heart feeis, which is too hoMesi 
not to be sincere^ and too haughty ever ta prove false to 
Us etigag€ment$y 

This artful speech, which abounded in general 
ttiaxktts of the most nofole kind, appeared to give 
eomplete satisfaction to both parties. A grand 
deputation was appointed the next day to retard 
bim the thanks of the diet, and it was ordered to 
be pridted. 

Although the king kept aloof in the way de- 
scribed, the court party made every possible 
efibrt to obtain some concessions ; but they found 
tke Caps too vigilant to be deceived, and too 
stfong to be subdued. One great object witb 
them was to procure a relaxation of some of the 
points introduced by the charter of 1720 into the- 
eoronation oath, that restricted- the power of 
the crown within such very' narrow limits. The 
diseus^ons which resulted, prevented the* corona* 
tikm firom taking place that year. Such was the' 
ooolness of the king's conduct, that he appeared to* 
ftel little, if any, interest in these matters, appa- 
rently regarding them as mere party questions. 

The coronation of Gustavus the Third was 
performed on the 22d of May, 1772, with 
an uncommon degree of pomp and magnifi- 
cence ; and- he took the oath prescribed without* 
faltering, although fully determined not to observe 
it! When the different orders of theistate came to 
take the oaths of fidelity and to pay him homage^ 
Grujrtafvus then said, ^Assured of yout aflfectionsi;' 



9i;if| Sf'^^^^ J ^^^^"^^^ ^ n^erit that ble9si»g« md 
tQ esftay ish my throve on yqur love ^nd bappiaestk 
the pul^Uc engagements into which you are s^bout 
to epter, would, in pay opinion, be superfluous, if 
it vfexe not, by the ancient laws a^d customs of 
.^yreden, required at your hands. Unhappy is thii 
king whq £ftands in nped of the bopd of oaths tt» 
secure himself on the tlirone ; and who, not as^ 
^ured of the hearts of his subjects, is constrainad 
tp reign only by th^ force of laws, when the love 
of his subjects is denied him." 

Notwithstanding these fine sp^ches, the Caps 
were still suspicious of Gustavus, whose secr^ 
vices they well knew, but the vastness of wb^s^ 
genius they were yet, by one terrible le^son^ t^ 
leam« It was a conflict between profi^ss^ de^ 
oeiyer^ and the king won the pri;;e. At th^ reity 
instaiit that he expressed to the differenli orfew 
of the state his determination to maintain, thd 
ex,igting state of things, he had secretly written and 
Jini^ed the new Qonstttutim, that was tp abrpgs^to 
the existing oligarcl^y, and establish^ und^r ^9 
mask of a free governniQQt^. an hereditary d^spor 
tism in Sweden. 

With l»s youthful queen the Idng no longer 
kept up even the appearances of afi^ection or re- 
gard: his mother he saw but seldom: his bro- 
thers he sent aw^y fyom Stockholm ; Ifrin<3^ 
C;har)^a to Scania; and Fredfiiiick to Saat 
OptMand : hia> motives for this are only to be con* 
jectured. He might be animated by a wish, at 
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such a crisis, not to have the whole family 
-cooped up witfiin the metropolis : he might 
iDe fearful, even of their fidelity; for it is 
clear, from the profound depths of his own hy- 
pocrisy, he could have no belief that any such 
things as honesty and sincerity existed in the hu- 
man breast : again, the desire to derive support 
•fi'om their military talents, and influence on 
the minds of the soldiery, might stimulate him to 
send them into those provinces at this critical 
period;* 

i In accomplishing the revolution of 1722, Gusta- 
vusdisplayed qualities that amazed and confounded 
the hated and degraded oligarchs. The most in- 
sulting of all bis acts was his requiring the fallen 
nobles,' surroianded by hostile bayoiiets and loaded 
canfton, to join him in singing psalnis to praise God 
for the revolution that had been accomplished, and 
by which their own political ruin was effected. It 
combined the most perfect cruelty, 'with the worst 
species of impiety ; and dishonored the profligate 
king, infinitely more than it' disgraced those whom 
it was intended to insult and mortify. ' 

« 1 1 o ^ 

* The limits assigned to ^thia memoir ekduje a detailed rdatioa 
of the revolution of 1772. The reader is therefore referred to " A 
History of the late Revolutioa in Sweden, by Francis Sheridan, Esq. ; 
to the Travels in Poland, Russia, and Sweden, by William Coxe, ^.M, 
&c. ; and more particularly to the account contained in a work pub- 
lished in London about 1790, by Harlowe, St. JamesVstreet, eir- 
titled, Ch9.racter8 and Anecdotes of th^ Court of Sweden, vol. 1, 
p.l95,&c. 
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From the moment that this devouring oligarchy 
was destroyed, a new race of men appeared at^ 
ilie court of Sweden. The bold and haughty se-: 
nators, each of whom thought himself on a level* 
with his sovereign, degraded and dispersed, 
humbled and subdued, sullenly retired, over-, 
. whelmed with grief, shame, and dismay ; carry- 
ijQg with them . to their estates, the scorn and 
reproaches of their country : and in their place- 
appeared a set of voluptuous and depraved para* 
sites, such as might be expected to abound in an ; 
Asiatic court; and such as Sweden never knew 
till Gustayus displayed them in his train, and, 
invested them with high commands. Except that 
many of them were of humble origin, they might 
not unaptly be compared to the tdtra royalists of 
the present day in France. With them, the king 
was the source of all honor and of power ; he was 
the representative of God on earth ; and like God, 
in their corrupted creed, he had a right to dispose 
zX pleasure of his creatures ! At the head of these 
base minions were Armfeldt, and other dissolute 
uobles, whose vices were at once a stain to man- 
hood, and a scourge to their country. 

The celebrated Count Ugglas, the secret and 
unconstitutional adviser of Gustavus the Fourth 
-^dolphus, owed the foundation of his future great- 
ness to this revolution ; for just as it was com- 
pleted, the triumphant king, flushed, with victory 
oyer a venal, detested aristocracy,-^ walked mto 
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Ms chancellory in the royal palace. Delighted 
wkb the occurence, this Ugglas, then a yodig 
ftMfli, and a Inriter in the chancellory, forgetful 
how vast was the distance between his situation 
ai!id his sovereign, went up to him with his head 
erect, and every feature dilated with joy; and 
seizing him by the hand, and giving him a hearty 
filap on the shoulder, exclaimed, ** Thoti art wortkj^ 
to be mir king / Gustavus for ever t^ More pleased 
than offended with a familiarity that denoted the 
sincerity of his good wishes, Gustavus took loggias 
under his' peculiar protection, and laid the foun- 
cbttions^ of his future greatness. Under Gustlvuij 
tiie Fourth Adolphus, Mr. Ugglas was created a 
count, and enriched with the spoils of the king- 
dom. He Was the secret adviser of that unfortu- 
nate prince, and, in conjunction with the execrable 
Armfeldti highly instrumental in promoting those 
despdtical measures that led to his dethronement 
^nd' bdnishmentl 

As the king did not cohabit with his queen, to* 
prevent the GuiStavian race from becoming extinct, 
he deemed it advisable that his brother Charles 
should marry. The Princess of Lubeck Eutin, 
(now queen of Sweden,) was fixed on as his bride. 
She was then young; beautiful, accomplished, of' 
a' sweet disposition, and Warmly' beloved by her 
cburt^ahd attfeiidants. The duke, her husband, who* 
wa's' completely a libertine, still persfeVeired in his ' 
atoatoiyptirsirits; and the hopes ot tlfesfe'se'fenifed' 
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likely to be disappointed who waited ia aaxl0t5ir 
for an heir to the throne.* 

Some time after this , royal marriage^^ whicb 
was celebrated by the court with dktiis^isheil 
splendor; it was officially announced^ that the 
young and beautiful duchess was 

^^ As ladies wish to be who love their lordsj* 

The nation felt deeply interested in the eveM^ 
and so near was the duchess supposed to be' 
to her time^ that the cannon on the batt^man 
were kept ready charged, that were intended to^ 
communicate the happy event of her safe deMfery 
to the metropolis ! When, most unexpectedly smd^ 
sadidenly, these pleasing expectations all vanished; 
and, instead of an heir to the crown, it was an- 
nounced that the young duchess had mistaken her 
situation, and had been troubled with a 'f(dm<:t^nr 
ceptimf 

Probably the duchess was never pregnant: but 

* '-^ The Swedes UBiveraally lament tlmt he*' (Gustavug the Th\f&) ■ 
^^ has no children by his queen; and it is on this aecoiint^ that \m^ 
next brother, Prince Chai'les, is now married. The king is said 
not to he of an amorous complexion^ or attached to women,'* 
. Wraxall's Tour, &c. p. 127. 

** It has been asserted^ nni I believe with truths that his (Gus- 
tSYifl^ the Thkd) sensibilU}^ towards, the female sex^ was far from- 
being lively : he seldom cohabited with his queen^ Strange to UA'^ . 
gifted with acute feelings^ and a warm and brilhant imagination, thk^ 
accomplished prince, descended from a race of beautiful females, - 
displayed an example of almost monkish continence.^ Sir John 
Carr's Northern Snmmer, p. ISO. 
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that a near relation to her husband was ; and out 
of compassion for her, that the young and gene- 
rous princess, encountered the risk of assuming 
the appearance of pregnancy, in order to adopt 
a^ hers, the infant with which her amiable relative^ 
was teeming. 

There are circumstances connected with this 
delicate subject, that it might not be advisable to 
publish, though essential to historical truth. The 
queen mother, Louisa Ulrica, certainly doubted the 
probability of her sons ever becoming fathers. 
And this strange belief in a mother is said to have 
been the cause why the queen dowager questioned 
the reality of the pregnancy of the young duchess. 
She certainly suspected that Gustavus and the 
duke himsjelf were privy to the intended fraud — 
and who will believe that the duke was innocent ? 
Several times the dowager queen hinted her sus- 
picipns to Gustavus, who would not hear a word 
on the subject. Determined not to be trifled 
with, it is said that she threatened to make public 
her suspicions, if the reality of the appearance of 
pregnancy were persevered ip. 

The Friherre Benzelstjerna is said to have 
been the nobleman whom Louisa Ulrica sent to 
the duchess to announce, that if she did not lay 
aside the assumed appearance, her mother-in-law 
was determined to institute a public inquiry. 
This was a blow that could not be parried. The 
duchess made a frank avowal that she was not 
pregnant ; and said^ laughing as she spoke, " Well! 
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— nevermind! if it is not so at present, itniay happen 
in a short time /" 

It is truly difficult to believe that, unknown to 
her husband, the duchess could carry false ap- 
pearances so far as to have her pregnancy officially 
announced to the nation; and solemn prayers 
offered up in the churches for her safe delivery. — 
And it is no less so to suppose that the duke 
would dare to attempt such a fraud, without the 
sanction of the king his brother. The author of 
a/work, entitled Characters and Anecdotes of the 
Court of Sweden,* alluding to this singular occur- 
rence, observed that this disappointment of her 
hopes, " put the king as well as the duke very much 
out of huwmirr It is believed, both were 
privy to this attempt to substitute an heir to 
the throne. This failure gave rise to an expe* 
dient still more extraordinary, adopted two years 
afterwards ; to which Gustavus the Fourth Adol- 
phus, is said to be indebted for his existence. 

Whilst these events were passing, a marked 
change was observed in the conduct of the king, 
who assumed a degree of state quite at variance 
with his professions of economy. He lavished the 
wealth of the kingdom in feasts and tournaments^ 
and swelled his household establishments to an ex'^ 
tent far beyond what Sweden had ever before wit^ 
nessed. Louisa Ulrica almost ceased to rejoice a< 
the humiliation of the oligarchs ; since, instead of 

*Voll.p.7. 
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those high-bom and powerful lords, «he saw the 
court filled with a race of servile and unprincipled 
parasites and flatterers, who, fattening on the 
prevailing profusion, applied all their influence to 
iStrengthen and increase that love of pageaiitry 
and magnificence which was already too conspir 
cuous. She beheld with sorrow and regret, that, 
in less than two years, not only the admiration, 
but even title esteem of the Eberal and cultivated 
part of his subjects, was rapidly on the wane. She 
foresaw that this boundless waste must lead to 
acts of rapacity and injustice, which, accumulating 
from year to year, might ultimately produce s<mie 
eatastrophe fatal to his life and power. When an 
opportunity of remonstrating witl^ Gustavus j»re- 
eented itself, she never failed to embrace it. Im*^ 
patient of wholesome counsel, and forgetful of the 
obligations he was under to his illustrious mother 
for those accomplishments which dazded mau-r 
kind, Gustavus treated her advice with contempt, 
and haughtily forbade its repetition. 

In the affectionate Albertina, her only daugh- 
ter, who had arrived at the full maturity of 
beauty, virtuous in principle, and no less accom* 
plifihed than the ungrateful Gustavus ; and in the 
society of a few select and loyal nobles of the old 
court ; the queen mother endeavored to console 
herself for his. want of filial alTection. Prince 
Frederick was, however, kind and attentive : but 
the depraved habits of her two eldest sons, had 
totally alienated their afiections. Whilst Louisa 
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Ulrica mourned over the ruin she could not 
hdp ^tieipating from their vjcious courses^ she 
took every precauticm to conceal her sorrows from 
the world; and, on all pccasions, strove to palliate 
their conduct 

Notwithstanding the passion of Qustavus for 
the possession of unlimited power> the display of 
his fine taste, and a degree of ipagnificence in hi$ 
bovat that was incompatible with the impove-^ 
rished state of the finances; the six first years of 
his reign were» speaking comparatively, usefiiUj^ 
employed. He applied with great industry his 
extraordinary tal^its to the improvement pf the 
commerce, husbandry, and finances of $wedeQ# 
That he did not perfectly understand the prin- 
ciples by which trade is created ^nd improved^ wag 
evident by the failure of all the plans he adopted : 
he was, however, sincere in these endeavors ti9 
benefit his country; his motives therefore must 
not be too narrowly scrutinised. He established 
manufaotories at Stoiskholm and Gotb^n^urg^ t9 
feheve the wants of the destitute poor by filiding 
Ihem employment ; which he furnished with raw 
materials. . In Stoc](;holm alone, in 1773, twelve 
thouauid poor persons were thus employed- If 
kings engage in trade, they will be sure t9 
lose their capital- It turned out so with Gustavus ; 
those f^rogi establishments ultimately failings 
after having opcasiobed an enormous waste, of 
treasure. Gustavus gave the first great impulse to 

the better cultivatiw of Finland : be encouraged 

y2 
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the importation of com ; prohibited dealers from . 
keeping it in store, whereby to enhance its pricey 
adopting the most decisive measures to conn* 
teract those monopolisers^ whose ever grasping 
avarice, backed by enormous wealth, sought to 
increase overflowing coffers, although the poor 
and destitute perished by its effects in the streets^ 
or by the highway side. 

The expenses of the court were swollen to an 
unprecedented sum; the love of the king for 
grandeur impelling him to assume a degree of 
splendor that might have better suited the vast 
and powerful empire ruled by Catherine the 
Second. 

A dignitary of the church of Sweden once 
*aid to Gustavus, " There are two things with 
^hic}i a wise king of Sweden would not meddle ; 
namely, religion and brandy ! " The first, Gustavus 
was wise enough to leave to the priesthood ; but 
the second offered a temptation not to be resisted, 
in 1772, the king had declared he was firmly bent 
on the suppression of all monopolies: at the 
saine time he prohibited private stills. Previous 
to 4his period, every Swedish farmer was at 
liberty to distil from corn or other substances. 
For the sake of revenue, Gustavus prohibited this 
right, which rendered him unpopular, and gave 
rise to many petty insurrections; to suppress 
which, he was forced to have recourse to his 
standing army. ^ During three years he perse- 
vered in these unpopular measures. The prohi^ 
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bition was, I^o^ever, recalled in 1775: the privi-» 
lege of distilling brandy was wholly monopolised, 
by the crown, which was granted to a limited 
extent to individuals, on the payment of a certain 
sum; for a fixed period of years. The want of n 
sufficient number of contractors or farmers of this 
royal monopoly, forced the king to abandon his 
plan. His next determination was to become^ 
himself, the only distiller in. Sweden! He set 
about this enterprise with his usual ardor. Gus- 
tavus flattered himself he had discovered a new 
Potosi in his poor and barren kingdom. He inter- 
dicted the importation of foreign brandies : bought 
up, (probably at his own price,) the materials used 
by private distillers, and enacted very heavy 
penalties in case of this royal monopoly being 
infringed. 

Complaints, murmurs, execrations, and menaces, 
were heard in the metropolis, and in every pro- 
vince of his kingdom. The fourth estate (peasants) 
sent deputations to the king, remonstrating in bold 
and energetic terms against the assumption of 
this monopoly, and demanding the restoration of 
their old, indisputable right of distilling brandy 
for their own consumption. Disregarding these 
remonstrances, the king still persevered; when 
serious commotions broke out in various parts of 
Sweden. Even in the metropolis it was found 
necessary to station guards at the royal brandy 
factories, to prevent their being destroyed by the 
indignant populace. He was so stubborn, or rapa- 
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cious, that rather than relinquish a revenue thud 
gained, he hazarded his crown aiid life. 

Many of his regulations relative to commerce 
were judicious ; these were adopted at the sug* 
gestion of persons who best understood its prin-^ 
ciples: wherever the king preferred his own 
theories, however plausible they might appear, 
abstractedly considered, they invariably failed 
when put to a practical test. 
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\sia.— Catherine the Second and Gustavus. — Their 

opposite views and preparations. — Great national 

undertakings began or completed by Gustavus at 

Carlscrona and Sveaborg. — Visits his provinces. -^-^ 

Reforms local abuses, and punishes several tmfust 

judges. — His great and varied talents and acquire- 

ments. — Effeminacy of his court. — Honors paid 

by Gustavus to the memory of Sar Charles Linn6. 

— Suffers his invaluable collection to be sold. — Em- 

hellishes Stockholm. — Practises the utmost pro* 

Jusion. — Recommends frugality to his subjects. — 

Sumptuary laws. — Corrupts the national manners. 

— Lavishes his treasures on idle pageantry. 

When Peter the First, on the sylvan shores of 
the deep, broad, majestic Neva, laid the founda- 
ticms of the future capital of European Russia ; 
estimating in his capacious mind the growth of 
power with civflisation, he probably ccmsidered 
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that his successors would extend the north-west 
frontier till it should embrace the whole of the ter- 
ritories then appertaining to Sweden and Den- 
mark.* Gustavus the Third was often heard to 
a;3sert, that if he were Czar of Russia, in defiance of 
all Europe combined, in seven years he would 
realise that project, and give law to all the world ! 

* In " -^i Sketch on the Military -and Political Power of 
Russia^'* the author, (who by acclamation is pronounced to be lieu- 
tenant-general Sir Robert Wilson, c&c.) speaking of Peter the 
First, observes — 

*• In the years between 1701 and 1711, the Czar Peter was 
contending, with various success, against the Swedes, Turks, and 
Poles, for an advance of his European frontier. 

^^ In the year 1713, having conquered Riga and Livonia, he 
built the city of Petersburgh, transporting thirty thousand from 
Archangel to be the inhabitants; and inviting foreigners, particularly 
the English, to settle there. 

" In the year 1714, he developed his naval projects^ which 
have been euspendedj but never abandoned by his successors. 

'^ In the year 1731, he declared himself Emperor of all the 
Russias; and on his death, in 1739, the world added, and pre- 
served to bis memory, the posthumous title of ^* The Great/' 

*^ From the year 1739 to 1763, although Russia, under m 
sovereigns^ some of whose reigns were short and tragical, pro- 
ceeded in the attainment of internal strength, solidity, * and trade : 
although in the reign of Elizabeth, she had connected herself with 
England, and acquired a military character, still she had not taken 
her station as a great European power, 

*' When Catherine the Second mounted the throne, only twenty' 
two millions of people paid her homage. 

*^ During her reign of thirty-three years, according to the best 
authorities of the time, the number was augmented to nearly thirty* 
si» millions by adquisition, and natural increi^ of popubtioiu'' 
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The provinces wrested from Sweden by the dis- 
astrous wars that were ended by the treaties of 
Abo and Nystadt, gave Russia the command of 
the Baltic^ and of an invaluable source of com- 
mercial prosperity. Gustavus knew the vast am- 
bition of Catherine the Second ; he envied her 
magnificence, and dreaded her power. If she 
usurped the throne of her husband, (Peter the 
Third,) she inherited the spirit of Peter the First, 
treading in the path which that noble savage 
had marked out. When Catherine heard of the 
revolution of 1772, being accomplished, she was 
at once astonished and grieved. The nobles and 
courtiers who were in her pay, had not prepared 
her mind for such a result. But when informed 
of the extreme magnificence of Gustavus, and 
that in point of ceremony he equalled the court 
of Versailles ; and in splendor emulated, if not 

'^ Alexander commenced his reign in the year 1800, over thirty- 
six millions of people : — 

^^ The acquisitions of his predecessors h«d been enormous; but 
they had not yet completed the line of frontier. 

^< The guns of the Swedes could be heard in PetersburgL Den- 
mark and Sweden had considerable navies. 

^ Aland covered the Swedish coasts from insult or sudden inva-^ 
sion, when the gulph of Bothnia might be frozen ; and Sveaborg 
commanded the navigation of the mouth of the gulph of Finland. 

^^. When Alexander came to the throne^ thifiy-dx millions (^ 
people acknowledged his authority \ hut ai this day (1817) by in- 
crease and acquisition, there cannot be less, at the lowest calcu- 
lation, than FORTT-Two miUions; and not of Asiatic houseless 
hordes, wandering in deperts, but chiefly of Europeans.^'-«^pp. 116, 
117, 131 to 128. 
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eclipsed, every other throne in Europe, the who 
secretly pleased, not doubting but his love of 
pageantry would soon disgust his subjects, and 
fHTobably enable the nobility to renew those fetters 
that were so suddenly snapped asunder. Com* 
f>ared with the pecuniary resources of Catherine, 
Gttstavus the Third was an indigent prince. The 
prince Potetnkin, amd perhaps several other of 
her favorites, and first-rate nobles, possessed a 
revenue far exceeding the entire income allotted 
for the support of the whole of the royal family 
of Sweden. It was therefore with real pleasure 
that Catherine heard of the magnificence that pre« 
Vailed at the court of Gustavus ; and on more 
than one occasion she derided his pigmy efforts^ 
tailing him by coarse and insulting epithets, of 
which the least offensive were, '' the little king;"^ 
and, ** the amateur plajfer of Stackholm.^^ 

Amongst cro^vned heads, occurrences-, trivial 
as these, have sometimes had powerful influence 
on the destinies of nations. The sarcasms of 
Catherine, perhaps with additions and embellish* 
ihents, were reported to Gustavus, who suffered 
them to make too deep an impression on his mind : 
from this period a strong feeling of personal en- 
mity was blended with the hostility of Gustavus 
to the politics pf the empress Catherine the 
Second. 

The king exerted himself with intionceivable 
activity to place his army and navy on a fonni- 
dable footing, for he aspired to the maritime 
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ftovereignty of the Baltic. When Gnstavus had any- 
great object in view, he was seldom very nicfe 
tegarding the means of attainment. His uncle, 
Frederick of Prussia> accused him of intending to 
bum the Danish royal navy by incendiaries, hired 
for that purpose : perhaps he also intended to 
treat the Russians in the same way. Gustavus 
secretly determined to make a sudden irruption 
into the Russian territories the first favorable 
opportunity, made as great exertions to build a 
formidable navy, as if all Sweden were an island, 
whose safety, like that of Great Britain, depended 
upon her fleet. The works begun by Gustavus at 
Garlscrona,^ were of stupendous magnitude ; the 

* Carlecrona, the capital of the proyince of Bleking, 
and the residence of the governor, is situated lipon th^ 
ashore of the Baltic sea, and built upon a large insulated 
rock* The road to it is over two other islands, Which are J 
joined to thi^ mainland by thr^^ large bridged, and contain 
ivro Suburbs of considerable size, but dirty and ill-buiit, 
being Inhabited only by the low^er Sort of people. Th6 
tity takes its name from its founder, Charles the Eleventti 

** I was conducted by an officer, who had. been in out 
service, under Mr. Dedel, to the port. This is very lai^e 
and ii^onVenient, being almost surrounded with docks, and 
havifig a longbridgej on the two sides of which vessels, not 
in use, are kept at moorings. I reckoned here twenty- 
eight vessels of the line, and frigates, amongst which were 
one of 100 guns, ofie of 96, one of 84, two of 74, and we* 
veral of 60 and 50 guns. The whole fleet, including five 
vessels now equipping, coasists of thirty-sevoi vess^b of 
the lia^, and ditiie frtgatM* Tlie flv^ vessels thus fitting 
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expense far exceeding the value of any possible 
benefit that could rationally be expected. They 
were calculated to strike every spectator with 
amazement ; and to immortalise the name of the 
royal founder^ rather than prove of utiUty comr 
mensurate with the prodigious disbursement they 

out, and four otbersi which were in the water, but un- 
rigged, were built in the course of four years. There 
were several upon the stocks, either wholly, or almost in 
i&keleton ; and I was shewn one of these vessels, which was 
constructed in six weeks, all the parts having been prepared 
beforehand. The plan of reviving and increasing the 
naval force was concerted about four years ago; one part 
of nS2 waa spent in preparing and collecting the mate- 
rials, and in 1783 they began to build. It is intended to 
build four vessels annually, till the fleet shall be restored 
to a respectable situation ; and, to defray the expences of 
this plan, the king has suspended the execution of half the 
works at the new dock. These works are, indeed, stu- 
pendens, and exceeded all the high-wrought expectations 
which I had conceived from the accounts given of them. 
Twenty-nine years have been already spent in forming 
them, and they yet want much of completion. At the en- 
trance is a bason hollowed in the rock, of about fiffy feet in 
depth, and surrounded by quays of free-stone, at whicl^ 
four men of war may at the same time receive or dis- 
charge their stores. From this bason, canals of communi* 
cation are formed, that, by means of large locks, afford ^, 
passage for each vessel into its own dock, of which there 
are twenty for ships of the line, and ten for frigates. 

*^ One of these separate docks, with it^ canal and lock, 
isoitirdy finished. The bottom is composed of free-^stonc^ 
joined and cemented with poussolane^ 9f sort of cemeut. 
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bcdaftibned. It is difficult to convey an adequate 



0f the immense laliour expended on the 
-docks at Carlscrona. If the London or Liverpool 
tlocks had been excavated out of rocks of granite^ 
the enterprise had not been as difficult for Eng* 
land to perform, as those at Carlscrona were for 

brought for that purpose from Italy, and laid in a bed, 
which has been hollowed in the rock, exactly of the shape 
of a ship's keel. Along the whole length of this dock, they 
have contrived galleries of "stone, by means of which they 
erect the beams or scaffbldijogs, when the vessels is ren- 
dered entirely dry, in order to be repaired. The walls 
which support the roofs and separate the docks from each 
other, are formed of the same free-stone and cement, and 
^re at least of the thickness of twenty fe^t up to the height 
of the yesseFs upper deck. There platforms are con- 
structed for the reception of the guns of each vessel, which 
i9.re delivered and received through large arched openings 
^communicating with the platform, and with the inside of 
the dock. 

" The roof is of timber, plated on the outside with iron, 
and so contrived as to bear all the levers used in loading 
.aad unloading the vessel. When the dock is to be r^^n- 
4ered perfectly dry, the water is suffered to run through a 
yeni in the bottom, which they open by a machine pre- 
pared for that purpose; it is then received in a bason 
hollowed immediately under the dock, and from thepce 
is forced, by means of a windmill, into the other bason 
.before->mfBntioned. 

, " These covered lodges, when the plan is perfected, will 
form a large semi-circle; but the second is yet unfinished, 
and, from the immense expences of the undertaking, it 
seems doubtful whether the whole-number will ever be 
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Swedeo. The Swediish eufpno^n^ V^iimOi wed 
Thunberg, although their talento h^ve been mu(A 
imder-rated by carele$9 or sup^Tfieial ^tiahr 
tourists, were men of yast genius and pro«- 
fouud science, and the first projeotors of th#se 
woriius. The nation was, in a manner, impo- 

completed. At present they are chiefly employed upon 
the improvement of the ancient dock, which will, pro- 
bably, be not less useful than the new one. Indeed, it is 
by no means certain, that vessels can be preserved by this 
me&od longer than by those now in use ; and, even if this 
is admitted, it will still remain to be enquired, how far th6 
millions expended in forming the docks, sluices, basons, 
and canals, are likely to be repaid by the savings pro- 
posed. 

" This new dock was begun in the late reign, upon a 
plan suggested by one Thunberg, now a very old man, 
who has the direction of the works constructing upon the 
Gothe Aif. The ancient dock, which is a sort of canal of 
860 feet in length and 30 in depth, was hollowed in 1ii6 
rock, and entirely completed between the years 1715 and 
1724. It was planned by Polheim, and is situated between 
the port and the new dock, communicating, on dae side, 
with the dock-yard and port, and, on the other, with the 
sea, by means of two canals of such size as to admit the 
passage of first-rate men of war. Both canals are en- 
closed by very large flood-gates, and before that which 
opens towards the sea, they have placed a moveable dam 
of very ingenious construction, in order to protect the 
sluice from the violence of the waves. When a vessel has 
entered the dock, in order to be caulked, they shut the 
gates, place the dam before them, and an immense pump 
is put in motion, either by men, or horses, which in twelve 
hours renders the dock entirely dry. 
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vArifihed by iJie expense : the king, however, 
persevered, and at the time of making war on 
R^wia, be had created a navy too powerful for 
Sweden to be long able to maintain, yet totally 
inadequate to the. attainment of the sovereignty 
of the Baltic, a shallow sea, unsafe for large 
ships, and shut up by ice §everal months every 
year. The genius of Gustavus gave birth to the 
largest navy Sweden ever possessed, which was 
soon after destroyed by hie Lxperieace and pre. 
sumption, in the bay of Wiborg. 

This magnificent and enterprising prince tm«- 
dertodk another work, equal in magnitude and 
expense, but of a far higher order in point nf 
national importance, in completing the fbrfaress 
and the naval docks, built upoo, or rather exca* 
vated in, the granite . islands that cover the en«f 
trance to a large bay near Helsingfors, in the gulph 
of Finland. His object in this was of a two-fold 
nature, i. e. to protect Sweden from invasion on 
the side of Russia by land or sea ; and to facili- 
tate an invasion of that country by the Swedish 
fleet or army. 

• 

^^ The port of Citrlsef ona, which is very deep, and easy 
of entrance, is capable of oontaming au hundred dUps of 
the liQ«. It is defended by twp i^ong forts, whjose fires 
erosfi ea0h ottier, and are undoubtedly able to sink any 
fleet tiiat should attempt to force a passage. They at^ 
bo(b built upon rocks in tbe sea; the one called Kongs^ 
holm (King's Island) the other Drotpii^s-kiar or Queen's 
Roek^ — Vide Joiirney through Swedes, p« 148, &c. 
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When Sweden was compelled to cede a con- 
siderable portion of Finland to Russia, it became 
necessary to construct new fortresses to protect 
the country that remained. The Swedish ge- 
n^als and engineers represented a cluster of 
island rocks that stretch across the entrance from 
the gulph of Finland to the shore near Helsingfors, 
as the spot most eligible for the scite of a new 
forti*ess, and the formation of a secure haven for 
the Swedish navy. General Ehrensward had the 
chief direction of this enterprise, and the works 
were commenced in 1748. The plan of the 
intended fortress was highly approved : it was 
named Sveaborg, i. e. the Safeguard of Sweden. 
From this period down to the year 1775, upwards 
of five millions of dollars were expended, and still 
the works were incomplete.* 

* The following description of Sveaborg is extracted 
from the Travels of Mr. Coxe, in Sweden, vol. 4, p. 18, 
^c. 

^ But one of the most carious and important fortresses 
in the Swedish dominions, is Sveaborg, situated near 
Helsingfors. 

" Seven islands, lying within the circumference of 
four miles, compose this fortress. — ^nainely, Lfing&m, the 
nearest to Helsingfors, is 600 feet in length and 600 in 
breadth, W^tra Swartd, S. E. of Lftngdrn, is 1400 feet 
in length, and 800 in breadth. — Little Ostra Swarto, 
800 feet square ; Stora Ostra SwartO, 3000 feet in length, 
and 1600 in breadth; Warg^n, lying in the centra 
SNkOO feet in length, «nd 2000 in breadth: it is the 
principal island, and contains the govemor^s hous^ 
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When Gustavus the Third visited Sveaborg, 
being struck with the advantages of its local situ- 
ation, he determined to improve upon the ori- 
ginal plan, so far as to be considered as the 
second founder. Secretly bent on war, under 
the specious mask of defensive pi^eparations, he 

Sixth, Gustafsvfird, S. E. of Wargdn, 1600 feet in length, 
and 1200 in breadth. — Seventh, Skantz Landet,* S. of 
Gustafsvflrd, an island as big as both Wargdn and Stota 
Ostfil SwartOn, but of vrhich only 600 feet are to be for- 
tifiied. 

" The works are really stupendous, and worthy of the 
ancient Romans. The walls are chiefly of hewn granite, 
covered with earth, from six to ten feet thick, and in a 
few places not less than 48 feet high. The batteries, 
which begin upon a level with the water, and rise in tiers 
one above another in all directions, commanding the only 
channel through which large vessels can sail to Helsing- 

r 

fors, render the passage of an enemy's fleet extremely 
dangerous, if not impracticable. 

" In WargOn is a dry dock, capable of containing 
eleven or twelve frigates, hollowed in the solid rock 800 
feet long, 200 broad, and 14 deep.t It is divided into 

* The orthography of Mr. Coxe, in Swedish proper names, is in 
general erroneous : the names of the islands on which the celebrated 
fortress Sveahorg was constructed, were copied from a map of Hel- 
singfors, laid down by N. G. Wirming* and engraved by H. 
Akerland and E. Personne, 1808. In this map there is no men- 
tion of such an island as Shantz Landets; — probably Mr. Coxe meant 
Bockholmen : according to the scale laid down in th^ above named 
map, it is probable that Mr. Coxe is wrong in' the dimensions given 
to those islands. 

t This depth is certainly too shallow; although Sw^edish frigates 
are siQaUer, and draw less water than British. 
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resolved ttere to adcuihulate snehvacrt toiiiikty ma* 
geiasilies ab should> at any favorable moment, adnit 
of a sudden and formidable invasion of Russia ; 
carrying his anticipations so far as the capture of 
; Petersburg, the destruction of the Russian marine, 
ahd transporting to Sto<ikholm, as a trophy of 

three equal parts by two brick walls, which ran lengOkr 
wskjs ; each part will contain four frigates, and may be 
closed with sluice gates, so that each vessel li^es sepi^-- 
rately from the other* The whole is covered with a 
wooden pent-house roof, in order to preserve the frigates 
from the rain : this bason contained eleven frigates. At 
one extremity of this dock is a bason 200 feet square, 
closed at each end with sluice gates, which serves for the 
entrance eii^d exit of the frigates, and likewise for repair- 
ing and building ships. . At the oth^ end anoHier bason 
was finished, of the same dimensions, for a man of war, 
which may likewise serve for the passage of the frigatev, 
whenever the other is employed in repairing or building 
of ships. The magazines for the stores and artillery are 
t>uilt on the edge of the water, which is of sufficient 
depth to admit each vessel close to the quay^ to be 
equipped without trouble. There is an excellent port for 
seventy sail of the line, and a small harbour, no less 
secure, for ten frigates. 

The garrison, in October 1784, consisted of 850 
soldiers and 600 marines ; but when the whole fiortifica-' 
tions are completed, will require 12,000 men« For the 
purpose of building and fitting out ships at Sveaborg, the 
Swedes procure oak from Gothland; part of &e Sajr 
firom Finland; hemp and masts from Riga. Suel^ in 
Qctober 1784, wa» ttie state of Svtehbi|^; a fortress 
which, even in its present unfinished state, witt be 
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^^M^ry, thje iMgm&cisint equeitmu statist of Peter 
the Great, that Cstlterine ihe Sec&nd had conif 
manded Faiconet to prepare for the decoration of 
hm residence ! Such were the flattering visions ii^ 
Vrhich the ambitiouB Gitstavus indulged r nor was 
Catherine a passive spectator of his conduct. That 
l^reat woman penetrated his real views; and filled^ 
not alone his , metropolis, but his court, with, her 
secret agents. Site chiefly depended upon the in- 
digent nobility aud officers of Finland, The result 
, shewed, at the critical moment of peril, how well 
she was obeyed by those mercenary and restless 
chiefs. That venal and rapacious oligarchy, whose 
criminal conduct reduced Sweden to a state that 
a^orded Gustavus the Third an opportunity of esta- 
blishing, if he had pleased, despotism by law ; had 
greatly neglected the Swedi^ army and navy. 
They were loudly and generally accuse^ by the 
nation, of having appropriated to their own use, 
and distributed amongst their partisans, the reve* 
nue of Sweden. Gustavus took care to convince 
his people v of the dilapidated state in which h^ 
found the army, navy, and fortresses; and he 
zealously strove to supply every thing that was 
wanting to effect their restoration. He distributed 
clothing, tents, and new musquets to each regi* 
ipent ; the fortresses were all put into a state of 

capable 6t harai^sing the Russians in case of war; and 
which, sfaoiild it be completed, may justly be called the 
Gibraltar of the north." / ' 

z 2 
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defence, and famidied with artiUery; A new 
manual ezerciae was introduced, in wUch tbe 
troops were manoeuvred by Guatavua in penon* 
He fuppressed the sale of military offices and com<^ 
missions: increased the pay of the officers; and 
introduced such regulations as secured them, at 
the age of fifty, the means of retiring on full pay 
for the rest of their lives* 

Gustavus made frequent joumies through dif- 
ferent provinces, that he might, from personal 
observation, judge of the real state of trade, 
manufactures, agriculture, and the interior police. 
In one of these tours through Nerike, the most 
beautiful and picturesque province of Sweden, the 
king acquired great popularity by the dismissal 
of the governor, on a charge of malversation. The 
seneschal, and the treasurer of Dalecarlia, were 
also dismissed : but that example which produced 
the most powerful impression, was the sentence 
pronounced by Gustavus upon the principal court 
of justice held at Jonkoping, the capital of 0-stre^ 
Crotland. The accused were obliged to appear 
in person at Stockholm: the cause was pleaded 
publicly before the king, who said, in his opening 
speech, " I have delivered you from an oppression 
that rendered all justice venal. I have made laws 
for securing the rights of the poorest of my sub- 
jects, and those laws have been violated. I owe 
an example of justice to posterity ." — Four members 
of the high tribunal of Jonkoping, having been 



> 
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found giiilty, were dismidsed from tfaeir offices, 
and several others \srere suspended from the exer- 
cise of their judicial functions. 

These acts are really an honor to Gustavus ; as 
was also his relieving the farmers (who were th^a^ 
as at present, generally very indigent) from the 
oppressive burthen of supplying post and courier * 
horses gratis for the use of the king and royal family. 
He took an exact census of the people ; and usod 
his utmo£(t efforts to increase the population of 
Sweden, by encouraging strangers, particularly 
mechanics, and artists in metal, to settle in his 
kingdom ; and by striving to induce those Swedes 
tp return, who had already emigrated to foreign 
lands. 

So accomplished a gentleman was Gustavus, 
that there was scarcely a professor of literature, 
or any of the liberal or elegant arts, but he was 
able to excel, each in his own peculiar study. 
He was spoken of as a prodigy of talent; a 
Maecenas in liberality : which, joined to the mag- 
nificence of his court, attracted, crowds of painters^ 
poets, musicians, theatrical dressers, dancers, &c. 
Those who possessed very superior merit were 
Mtained ; and all who greatly excelled, were 
munificently rewarded. In the distribution of 
his patronage, he betrayed the selfishness of his 
motives : he spared ho expense to gratify his 
love of. pageantry : the superb spectacles with 
which he treated the inhabitants of Stockholm, 
served to ingratiate him with the most elegiu^t ot 



*• 
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the&irsex^tsi^ireUattilieimlgtf pofp^^^ It«lM 
atttftcted public attention from ^ sile At iMit ra^4 
progress he was making towards the establishnfe&t 
of a monarchical despotism. Nor was^ he ignorant 
ttiat from hiB own superior taste and match* 
less elegance, he should be looked upon as the 
great presiding genius that gave the first design^ 
and the last finish, to every thing that was super** 
latively excellent. Whilst the treasures wtut^ 
from an ind^ent nation were thus profusely ia^ 
yished on the votaries of the fine arts, few indeed 
were the geometricians, astronomers^ chemiBta^ 
mineralogists; or engineers, whom he liberally 
encouraged. His court was filled with soft and 
efieminate courtiers, generally devoid of principlt, 
whom he had selected and advanced, in many in- 
stances, from obscure stations. Gustavus was 
himself an elegant and witty dramatic writer. He 
would have made, perhaps, the best actor in 
Sweden, and incomparably the first of man^gers^ 
He introduced and patronised the Swediah opem. 
The scenery was equal, if not superior, to any in 
Europe. It was designed and e^c^uted under fait 
frersonal inspection ; for he was competent to in- 
4itruct the first masters. The dresses displa3ped 
equal taste and splendor: Gustavus drew de* 
signs for the costumes. Before his clastic 
eye, all anomalies vanished : the actors and ac-* 
tresses became kings and queens. The dra* 
matic amateurs of France and Italy, were forced 
to own that the elegance and grandeur of tbenr 
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dfHi^a, WW equalled, if not outdone, in . a 
iMHrtbftn pt^tropoli^, where it was least to tey& 
bflf n ^ijpect^t If any utranger had eeen the 
kio^ ^igag^d wi A theatriqal dancers, singers, and 
d,r&p#ers, ha m>^ld have thought the king was .so ab-? 
is»lhed by those . piarpuits, he qcmld have meitiber 
tism mv i]acUii94;iQn for higher obje(^t& Aftev 
jnslruQtii^ th$ perfonners, Gustavus would re- 
iturn to his palaioe, perhaps, to meet aa archt 
bii^bof^^ and confer oon^eerning a new version of the 
bible ; to receive an engineer, relative to the wosks 
M Carlsceonat S!veafaorg, or Trollhatta; to dist 
j^urse WiJdh iind jencourage manufacturers of the 
i)Qarswt.and the jfinest wares, who generally went 
away pleased and astonished at a man that seemed 
to understand the secrets of their trade equally 
well with themselves, and able to elucidate the 
most abstruse points of every subject that was 
x^onnected with their yariou^ occupations. He 
-ittudied &e prejiidiees of the peasantry of jevery 
province : and when ^ny one felt himself deeply 
injured by the judges or pfiicers of the crown, if 
the individual repaired to court, the king would pa^ 
tii^tly listei^ to his complaint; ^nd if Gustavus 
jiiaw he was likely to gain great applause, he 
•seldom hesitated to dismiss a judge or an officer 
for whom he cared but little ; or against whopi he 
might entertain a private pique. 

Gustavu$ would often assist in person at the 
/academy of sciences : on which occasions he threw 
pitp his piann«):s so great a degree of d^erenc^ an^l 
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gravity that he appeared like a tyro reeeiving in- 
struction from sage masters, rather than a sovereign : 
by this artftil demeanor he ruled, as he pleased, the 
academy, of Mrhich he became the idol To pro- 
cure greater eclat^ he often sent questions under 
a fictitious signature, that led to some new dis- 
covery in science, or improvement in agriculture. 
The pedestrian bronze statue of Gustavus Vasa, 
the great founder of the Gustavian line; and the 
colossal equestrian statue of Gustavus Adolphys,* 
are monuments worthy of the heroes to whose gloiy 
they were consecrated, and of the magnificent 
prince in whose reign they were erected. They are 
equally fine as the statues of Charles the First 

a 

a 

* Archeyeque did not live to finish this superb statue: it was 
completed by his great pupil. Sir John Tobias Sergei, K. P. S. This 
great favorite of the Swedes, is represented in complete armour, ex- 

m 

cepting the head, which is encircled with laurel; his right hand holds 
a truncheon pointing downwards : the king is graceluyy seated on 
the horse (a likeneas of his favorite charger), and the. animal has 
great spirit. The following are tlie dimensions : height, from the 
' bottom of the pedestal to the top of the heroes head, fatty feet ; 
from the bottom of the horse's feet to the top of the hero's head, 
eighteen feet ; height of the hero, if standing, fourteen feet ; 
length of the horse, from the head to the crupper, ten feet. The 
pedestal, which is of marble, laidkoitf blocks of grey p<^hed granite, 
'is ornamented with medallions of his favorite generals/' Vide Mr. 
.Coxe, Vol. 4. p. 73. In a note to p. 70, is a quotation from the 
Voyage de deux Frangois^ wherein mention is made of a statue 
of Gustavus's minister, Oxenstjem, of nine feet high, placed under 
the equestrian hero. It has never been cast! This glaring 
blunder has been since copied by Sir John Carr, who, having aeen- 
Ihis noble work of art, ought to have avoided a mistake &o obvibu& 



GUSTAVUS THE THIRD. 345 

aiidJames the Second, in London. The king him- 
self furnished the design for the medal struck in 
memory of Sir Charles Iinn6 : on one side w^ 
die bust of that great naturalist; on the obverse, 
a figure of Cybele, in a mournful attitude, sur- 
rounded by attributes of the mineral, vegetable, 
dnd animal kingdom : the inscriptions, *^ Deam 
luctus angit amissi;^' — and on the exergue, *^ Fast 
Oiituniy a. d. January, 1778, Rege JubenteJ' 
Gustavus attended the next meeting of the aca« 
demy of sciences ; in which the eloquent and grace- 
ful king delivered an impressive oration in com- 
memoration of the illustrious dead. In a speech 
from the throne, addressed to the diet of 1778, he 
lamented the irreparable loss that Sweden had 
recently sustained : yet this same monarch suf- 
fered the Linnaean collection to be purchased by a 
private foreigner, and taken to England ! Gustavus 
could have prevented the sale of that invaluable 
and n^^tiimal treasure, if he had pleased ; and the 
irreparable loss sustained by Sweden, is alone im*- 
putable to his neglect, if not to his parsimony slnd 
indifference, as to matters of scientific pursuit. 

As soon as he began to reign, Gustavus Com- 
menced embellishing his metropolis : and if he had 
lived to complete the edifices planned by himself 
and his favorite architect Desprez, he might 
have rendered Stockholm equal to Petersburg in 
magnificence ; and far superior, as to the classical 
chastity and elegance of the architectural deqora- 
tions: buthis unfortunate subjects, whose property, 
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adzed by rapacious tax-gatherers, paid for lA 
these embeUiahmentSy would hare beeo dmined 
•f their last dollar ; aad the laboring peasant^ 
alike destitute of emplopaent and food, have bofsi 
left to perish of famine. Thus boundless was 
the lore of magnificence in a cfdious, unfeeliiE^ 
prince, who preferred such oostly gratifications 
to the prosperity of his people. 

fifty thousand dollars were expended on a 
totumament held in 1776, at the royal palace at 
£kolsimd.^ It was as magnificent as regal weal^ 

# Ekolsnnd, or Ekfaolmsimd, an it k soinsliiaes wfM^ is 
aituated about forty^three miles north of fitocUloliSt on aa 
ann of the great lake called Malarj^L It tras for aiaay 
osnturies one of the crowa estates, and a royal residoice. 
Tbe palace occasionally inhabited by GostaTas, was never 
finished. Its situation is most delightful ; and its boun- 
daries, in lakes, forests, and cultivated lands, included 
aearly, or quite, forty square miles. B^ing more flian 
commonly pressed for money, Gnstavus scdd this tne e^fate 
to Sir Alexander S*'**'***, from whom it has ddseended 
to his heir at law, the presrat owner of that Bame> rmdent 
in North Britain* 

To the antiquarian this is hallowed ground: a greater 
number of rude sepulchral mpnumentsi called runic stones^ 
mostly of a date more remote than the eleventh century^ 
being seen here, and at Lislena, than perhaps at any 
other spot in Sweden. Two of those tombstones, 
of an unusually large size, and elaborately wroagbt, are 
s^t up, one on either side of the avenue leadmg fima the 
main road to the palace* They are supposed to be .exts 
tfemely ancieat, and ar^ reaiarkai^y w^ wrought. 
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«nd exquisite taste could render it. In th^ 
character of a fdreign knight, Gilstavus affirmed 
^ That ime is imre Jm^ly and more permanent in tl» 
k&xrts of those that latest become subjected to its in^ 
jkienceJ' It is almost supeifluous to say, that 
4e king ^ ™*,rio» : fe what courtier ™,M 

The Sir Alexander S ******, to whom Gostavus tiitt 
Tlurd alienated this fine estate, was a very singular cha« 
riucter, whose life was marked by striking vicissitudes. 
He w^s by birth a North Briton, and was an elderly man at 
the time of the revolution of 1772. He acquired an 
ample fortune by commerce in Stcxskbolm ; but sudden 
and heavy losses fUlii^g upon him, he was ruined in every 
ttiing, except bis' character. As tbat was untainted, . & 
few wealthy merchants subscribed a sum, that enabled 
bim to begin fiie world anew* He was so prosperouSt 
thai be became richer than ever. As his years and wealth 
increased, he became so extrennely penurious, as to be« 
grudge Umself the commonest necessaries of life. He 
was even in the habit of pilfering sugar and hiscuitii 
firom the pubUo ooffeenhouses he fre^piented ; and perhfqis^ 
at \l\» xbath, hts great^t tmabla was, that he c6uld n^ 
take his ad6red riches with him to. another world. 

M. P. Hambr^, Esq* a gentleman weU-knowh in 
Stoekholm, was in 1^8, owner of the hotd in Paul^s^ 
gatan (street) that formerly belonged to thiB states geiie* 
ml <£ Holland, and was inhabited by; their minister at the 
€oart of' Stockholm. This gentleman married a relation 
of Sir Alexander S******'s, and had the management of 
the estates qf Ekolsund, by whom some of the preceding 
• particulars were communicated to the author. ' Mr. Hambr^ 
was distinguished by talents, learning, and patriotism. 
Xbe fey.dal system, to which he was an enemy, prevails at 
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dare to snatch the prize from his royal master's 
hand? But had they been ever so well inclined, it 
is exceedingly probable he would still have been 
the victon The celebrated Major Muncke, whose 
name occurs in the secret history of the court i^ 
Denmark,* won the prize, in the carousal. 

the present day in Sweden, almost in the same degwethat 
it did a century since in the Highlands of Scotland. 
Mr. Hambr6 released the numerous peasantry who lived 
on the lands of Ekolsund, from personal serrices, and 
letting the lands on the same kind of leases as in England, 
left the cultivator master of his time and resources. 

The method of cultivating large estates in Sweden is» 
by letting portions of land to laboring Setriners ; giving 
them a certain quantity of seed-corn, and live and dead 
stock, the owner or occupier taking in|retum, on a limited 
number of days in the year, the labor of the farmer and 
all his family, horses, carts, &c. A mode that was ob- 
jectionable in many ways, bat principally because that 
tibe vassal was forced at all times to attend to his master's 
eoneems, to the frequent injury, and even ruin of hm 
own. Another method was to hire stoti d^angarnef i. e, 
victualled servants. Xhose are usually placed in a house 
hy themselves ^ have a stated quantity of provisions given 
them ; and a female 4rudge to cook thieir food. A third 
method is to employ torparer9, i. e. villagers, to whom a 
small piece of land, a cow, and a fixed quantity of corn, 
&c. is given, exclusive of a small daily pay. The wages 
were low; but with all its defects, this mode secures the 
poor a decent subsistence; and is, dierefore, worthy of 
consideration at a moment when so large a proportion ojC 

• Vide p. 39 and 43. 
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Whilst Gustavus thus indulged his taste for 
excessive splendor ; he endeavored to suppress,by 
amnptuary laws^ that spirit of luxury, which, in- 
fecting the trading classes, called, as he thought, for 
the pruning knife* Instead of setting the example of 
economy smd retrenchment, where the vice itself 

the laborers in Great Britain and Ireland are suffering, 
the extreme of want in the midst of surrotmding plenty. 

Some time subsequently, the owner of this vast estate, 
let the whole of it to a Scotch gentleman, named Dundas, ^ 
who came with his wife and family to setfiein this beautiful 
but secluded spot Mr. Dundas was ennobled by Gustavus 
4he Fourth,* Adolphus, in the spring of 1808: soon after 
which, unhappily for his future peace, he removed his 
family from Ekolsund, and returned to Scotland. 

The system introduced by Mr. Hambr6 at Ekolsund, 
i>roved injurious to Mr. Dundas, who was looked on with 
4snvy both as a monopoliser of land, and a foreigner. 
And the peasants being released from annual servitude, 
went where they pleased to look for work, and he had 
very great difficulty in procuring a sufficient number of 
laborers, particularly in seed time and to get in his hay 
/and corn harvests. 

Mr. Dundas communicated to the author many inte- 
resting particulars respecting the vicihity of Ekolsund. 
The Mftlaren, (the archipelago of Sweden,) extends from 
the island of Aland to Arboga ; and is studded with 

* To this unfortunate prince, the merit is due of having endea- 
voured to improve the condition of the peasants ; and in all inclo- 
nires of common pasture heaths^ he compelled theinclosers to 
allot a certain portion, for ever^ to each cottage^ which the 
wealthier proprietors were bound to enable the possessor to cultivate. 
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had originated, he taught the theory of ee0]i6my» 
and persevered in the practice of all Im fw«« 
profusion ! He introduced a national dress for en^ 
of the lour orders of the state.^ The court laoUe^ 
in the new costume> were laughed at and laA^ 
pooned : the Countess Hophen, (me of the moat 
beautiful and elegant women in Sweden^ compared 

immmerable islands, mostly covered with ever^greens, 
oohtinually presenting objects really picturesque* Mr. 
D's opinion was, that the water had formerly flowed much 
higher than at present. He said that in rocks that are 
now clad with trees, and some distance from the Miibl^$ 
there have been found vast and massive iron stipples and 
rings inserted, that appeared as if meant to serve as 
moorings to vessels. He also mentioned several .cylin- 
drical holes, excavated by the ancient inhabitants in the 
granite rocks ; for which no specific use could be conjee* 
tured, except for grinding corn, before mills were invented* 

The following anecdotes were related to the author, 
relative to Gustavus the Third and Ekolsund, viz. — 

*^ As the king was giving directions to a favorite 
gardener, his majesty complained of the flowers being 
plucked and the grass plots tumbled; saying, * Y<»\ 
should keep ihe lacqueys and kitchen girls out of this 
garden, a$; they, I suppose, are the^ofEenders/ — ^ Pardon 
me, gracious king,' said the gardener, ^ those are not 
the. guilty persons;' as I am able to keep them away 
myself.' Suspecting the truth, with a smile of good nature 
beaming on his expressive features, Gustavus said-^ — 
* Well, if you think so, pray tell me whom do you suspect V 
— * Your own gay courtiers, my king : it is the gallant 
knights and fair ladies, who are so fond of this retired 

* It was partially in use in 1808. 
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them, decked in red ribbens and red trimmings^ 
to boUtd bfbsUrt t^ This affiiir funushed Gust^vw 
whh empioynuent fM two or three years ; whkk 
lie might ha^ve ajcoomphshed in as many inontl^ 
if he had begim by introduoing tetrenchment and 
economy iato his own court 

At this perk>d th^ citizens of StodthoJm^ 
ZB liiey took their breakfasts^ frequently la^ 
Inented the ^xtrai^ant habits of their kii^» 
and foreboded bankruptcy, and insurroctioa «s 
the ultimate result. About noon, a royal page 
arrived with tickets^ inviting the gtumblfaig: 
husbands, and their wives and daughters, tD be 
present at some new and superb spectacle. Im 
im instant^ the females, all in extacy^ lauded the 
fine spiritof their gallant and accompUi^ied kingi 
they must, to be sure, appear like somebody oa 

s^t ; aiid ite kmg as yon^ seiajeiBtjr'is eoort remains %et% 
#ie roses wiU be pl«cked, end tte grass toi> much pressecL^ 
At tke time of this l^tival, the queen, the ducbess^ 
and a number of the nobility, were in the drawing room^ 
standing near the windows, when a huge elk, his lofity 
antlers borne high above the water, was seen swimmii^ 
Across the lake. The queen asked what it was, and some 
one siaidan elk, that had been hunted* When the young 
duchess, with a playful smile, said, •' OA, no ! your majesty^ 
it is no elk^ — it is Admiral — — — ., bathing ! — It may 
^otj perhaps, be necessary to add, that the admiral al- 
luded to^ was gei^rally considered as a notorious comut^^ 

* Vide Characters and Anecdotes of the Court of Sweden^ 
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such an occasion. Thus was extravagance and 
dissipatiofi introduced into the bosom of private 
families, to the total exclusion of that frugality so 
strongly recommended. Gustavus knew .the cha- 
racter of every person of any note in Stockholm ; 
he studied that of their wives and daughters ; and 
artfully paid particular attention to those females 
whose husbands and fathers were most averse to 
his erratic career: by which means, if he caused 
domestic dissension, he partially neutralised 
public discontent ; having a great majority of the 
ladies always on his side ! Such was the influ- 
ence of his graceful demeanor, insinuating ad- 
dress, and almost magic eloquence, that it. is not 
at all singular he should in a manner fascinate 
^very person whose good will he was desirous of 
attaining. 

His ardent mind and fertile genius acted as 
a perpetual impetus to things that were new^ 
grand, and out of the common track : thence 
resulted a constant succession of magnificent f^tes^ 
spectacles, ballets, toumamenjts, and national, 
operas of the most splendid and imposing kind, 
the latter not unfrequently of his own composition. 

It was really a calamity to mankind that this 
wonderful man was bom the next heir to a throne. 
Had his station been less elevated, and his edu- 
cation equally good, — and if he had cultivated 
his genius with equal assiduity, — he might have 
formed a human prodigy, in genius, acquirements, 
and morals, equal to the admirable Crichton ! 
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But in the character and fate of this monarch, 
the well-known maxims are strongly exemplified, 
that an exalted station is not significant of hap- 
piness, nor always calculated to win the esteem 
of surrounding attendants ; whilst, if the same in- 
dividual had been born in a lower rank, all had 
been successful about him, and pleasant within 
him. 
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